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Before firing on a smuggler the cruiser was bountdist his Revenue colours—both pennant and
ensign—no matter whether day or night.
(from the original painting by Charles Dixon, R.1.
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PREFACE

| have in the following pages endeavoured to resstemptation to weave a web of pleasant but
unreliable fiction round actual occurrences. Thhich is here set forth has been derived from facts,
and in almost every case from manuscript recotdainis at telling the story of an eventful and
exciting period according to historical and not gimative occurrence. There are extant many
novels and short stories which have for their hetbe old-time smugglers. But the present volume
represents an effort to look at these exploitshay tvere and not as a novelist likes to think they
might have occurred.

Perhaps there is hardly an Englishman who washmitiet in his boyhood days by Marryat and
others when they wrote of the King's Cutters amgr tfoes. It is hoped that the following pages will
not merely revive pleasant recollections but arausew interest in the adventures of a species of
sailing craft that is now, like the brig and thedfiold clipper-ship, past and done with.

The reader will note that in the Appendicep@viiconsiderable amount of interesting data has
been collected. This has been rendered possibjevatii great difficulty, but it is believed that in
future years the dimensions and details of a Revéuiter's construction, the sizes of her spars,
her tonnage, guns, &c., the number of her crewierirthe names and dates of the fleets of cutters
employed will have an historical value which caneasily be assessed in the present age that is
still familiar with sailing craft.

In making researches for the preparation of thisime | have to express my deep sense of
gratitude to the Honourable Commissioners of tharB@f Customs for granting me permission to
make use of their valuable records; to Mr. F.SryP@rB., Deputy Chairman of the Board for his
courtesy in placing a vast amount of data in mydsarand for having elucidated a good many
points of difficulty; and, finally, to Mr. Henry Adén, Librarian of the Custom House, for his great
assistance in research.

E. KEBLE CHATTERTON.
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Py 1]
King's Cutters & Smugglers

CHAPTERI

INTRODUCTION

Outside pure Naval history it would be difficult fiad any period so full of incident and contest
as that which is covered by the exploits of the lBhgPreventive Service in their efforts to deal
with the notorious and dangerous bands of smug@larsh at one time were a terrible menace to
the trade and welfare of our nation.

As we shall see from the following pages, theinvéttés covered many decades, and indeed
smuggling is not even to-day dead nor ever willsbdong as there are regulations which human
ingenuity can occasionally outwit. But the grandyenturous epoch of the smugglers covers little
more than a century and a half, beginning aboutydee 1700 and ending about 1855 or 1860.
Nevertheless, within that space of time there apgvded in so much adventure, so many exciting
escapes, so many fierce encounters, such cleveesrenvd counter-moves: there are so nagy
2lthousands of people concerned in the events, so/ roait employed, and so much money
expended that the story of the smugglers possessghkt to be ranked second only to those larger
battles between two or more nations.

Everyone has, even nowadays, a sneaking regatbdg@mugglers of that bygone age, an instinct
that is based partly on a curious human failing paudly on a keen admiration for men of dash and
daring. There is a sympathy, somehow, with a abiseen who succeeded not once but hundreds
of times in setting the law at defiance; who, intespf all the resources of the Government, were
not easily beaten. In the novels of James, Margrad, a host of lesser writers the smuggler and the
Preventive man have become familiar and standaektyand there are very few, surely, who in the
days of their youth have not enjoyed the breathdgssiement of some story depicting the chasing
of a contraband lugger or watched vicariously teding of the tubs of spirits along the pebbly
beach on a night when the moon never showed heBaglinost of these were fiction and little else.
Even Marryat, though he was for some time actuatigaged in Revenue duty, is now known to
have been inaccurate and loose in some of hisestofihose who have followed afterwards have
been scarcely better.

However, there is nothing in the followinepy spages which belongs to fiction. Every effort has
been made to set forth only actual historical fastsich are capable of verification, so that wisat i
herein contained represents not wimght have happened but actually did take place. Toevait
complete history of smuggling would be well-nighpossible, owing to the fact that, unhappily
through fire and destruction, many of the recorgich to-day would be invaluable, have long
since perished. The burning down of the Customsseday the side of the Thames in 1814 and the
inappreciation of the right value of certain docuseby former officials have caused so desirable a
history to be impossible to be written. Still, hdppthere is even now a vast amount of material in
existence, and the present Commissioners of thedBoa Customs are using every effort to
preserve for posterity a mass of data connectdutivi$ service.

Owing to the courtesy of the Commissioners it hasnbmy good fortune to make careful
researches through the documents which are corttevitle the old smuggling days, the Revenue
cutters, and the Preventive Service generally;irsdfrom these pages of the past and from other
sources that | have been enabled to put forth they @s it is here presented; and as such it
represents an attempt to afford an authentic mctairan extremely interesting and an equally



exciting period of our national history, to shgw 4the conditions of the smuggling industry from
the seventeenth to the nineteenth century, an@ftbes to put a stop to the same. We shall soon
find that this period in its glamour, romance, agdenture contains a good deal of similarity to the
great seafaring Elizabethan epoch. The ships w#sraht, but the courage of the English seamen
was the same. Nor must we forget that those rougte men who ran backwards and forwards
across the English Channel in cutters, yawls, ltgygend sometimes open boats, stiffened with a
rich ballast of tea, tobacco, and brandy, were sofrtke finest seamen in the world, and certainly
the most skilful fore-and-aft sailors and efficiguitots to be found anywhere on the seas which
wash the coasts of the United Kingdom. They weuedgt and strong of body, courageous and
enterprising of nature, who had "used" the sethall lives. Consequently the English Government
wisely determined that in all cases of an encouwitdr smugglers the first aim of the Preventive
officers should be to capture the smugglers therasefor they could be promptly impressed into
the service of the Navy and be put to the goodhef nation instead of being to the latter's
disadvantage.

As everyone familiar with the sea is aware, thersgeship of the square-rigged vessel and of the
fore-and-aft is very different. The latter makeg@pl demands of its own which, for the present,
[Pg 5We need not go into. But we may assert with perdeafidence that at its best the handling of
the King's cutters and the smuggling craft, thesoitaand eluding in all weathers, the strategy and
tactics of both parties form some of the best araph nautical lore. The great risks that werg run
the self-confidence and coolness displayed indicgtete clearly that our national seafaring spirit
was not yet dead. To-day many descendants of tildsamugglers remain our foremost fore-and-
aft sailors, yet engaged no longer in an illicade but in the more peaceful pursuits of line
fishermen, oyster dredging, trawling during the t&hand often shipping as yachts' hands during
the summer.

But because we are to read fact and not fictionsthel scarcely find the subject inferior in
interest. Truth often enough is stranger, and soméhe tricks and devices employed by the
smuggling communities may well surprise us. Andlevhwe shall not make any vain attempt to
whitewash a class of men who were lawless, reckbass sometimes even brutal in their efforts,
yet we shall not hesitate to give the fullest preamice to the great skill and downright cleverndss o
a singularly virile and unique kind of British madd. In much the same way as a spectator looks
on at a fine sporting contest between two able, foes shall watch the clashing exploits of the
King's men and the smugglers. Sometimegrhe]one side wins, sometimes the other, but nearly
always there is a splendidly exciting tussle befatieer party can claim victory.

No one who has not examined the authentic recdrtlsioperiod can appreciate how powerful
the smugglers on sea and land had become. The enpedand independence of some of the
former were amazing. We shall give instances in@uese, but for the present we might take the
case of the Revenue cutter which, after giving eltasa smuggling vessel, came up to the latter.
Shots were exchanged, but the smuggler turnedwiislsguns on to the Government craft with
such a hot effect that the Revenue captain deetn@ddent to give up the fight and hurry away as
fast as possible, after which the positions werensed and the smugglectually chased the
Revenue cuttern fact during the year 1777 one of the Custonficiafs wrote sadly to the Board
that there was a large lugger off the coast, andedbarmed that she was "greatly an overmatch"
for even two of the Revenue cruisers. It seems stinbodicrous to notice a genuine and
unquestionable report of a smuggling vessel conmitg a bay, finding a Revenue cruiser lying
quietly at anchor, and ordering the cruiser, witfina flow of oaths, immediately to cut his cable
and clear out; otherwise the smugglers promisegirtio her. The Revenue cutter's commander did
not cut his cable, but in truth he had to get7his anchor up pretty promptly and clear out as he
was told.

It was not till after the year 1815 that the Gowveemt began seriously to make continuous
headway in its efforts to cope with the smuggling. €Consider the times. Between the years 1652



and 1816 there were years and years of wars bydabg sea. There were the three great Anglo-
Dutch wars, the wars with France, with Spain, tp sathing of the trouble with America. They
were indeed anxious years that ended only witiBtttle of Waterloo, and it was not likely that all
this would in any way put a stop to that restlessnghich was unmistakable. Wages were low,
provisions were high, and the poorer classes ofethiays had by no means all the privileges
possessed to-day. Add to this the undoubted fattitkrally for centuries there had lived along th
south coast of England, especially in the neighlhood of the old Cinque ports, a race of men who
were always ready for some piratical or semi-piedtsea exploit. It was in their blood to undertake
and long for such enterprises, and it only wantgtthre opportunity to send them roving the seas as
privateers, or running goods illegally from one stotb another. And it is not true that time has
altogether stifled that old spirit. When a linerday has the misfortune to lose her way in a fad) an
pile up on rock or sandbank, you read of the nusibéismall craftrg swhich put out to salvage
her cargo. But not all this help comes out of reaift unfathomable pity. On the contrary, your
beachman has an eye to business. He cannot ggnoewmadays; time has killed the smuggling in
which his ancestors distinguished themselves. Bukerthe less he can legally profit by another
vessel's misfortune; and, as the local families kedrin syndicate fashion when they went
smuggling, so now they mutually arrange to getdaego ashore and, incidentally, make a very
handsome profit as well.

We need not envy the Government the difficult aiythg task that was theirs during the height
of the smuggling era. There was quite enough toktluf in regard to foreign affairs without
wanting the additional worry of these contrabandners. That must be borne in mind whenever
one feels inclined to smile at the apparently hal#rted manner in which the authorities seemed to
deal with the evil. Neither funds nor seamen, rfops nor adequate attention could be spared just
then to deal with these pests. And it was onlyrafie wars had at last ended and the Napoleonic
bogey had been settled that this domestic worrydcoe dealt with in the manner it required. There
were waiting many evils to be remedied, and thiddasness along the coast of the country was one
of the greatest. But it was not a matter that cdaddadjustedrg 9jin a hurry, and it was not for
another forty or fifty years, not, in fact, untdwous administrative changes and improvements had
taken place, that at last the evil was practicatgmped out. As one looks through the existing
records one cannot avoid noticing that there wascsty a bay or suitable landing-place along the
whole English coast-line that did not become notgsifor these smuggling "runs": there is hardly a
cliff or piece of high ground that has not been kygd for the purpose of giving a signal to the
approaching craft as they came on through the roght the dark waters. There are indeed very
few villages in proximity to the sea that have heen concerned in these smuggling ventures and
taken active interest in the landing of bales amsks. The sympathy of the country-side was with
the smuggling fraternity. Magistrates were at tirtegsorised, juries were too frightened to convict.
In short, the evil had grown to such an extent tihavas a most difficult problem for any
Government to be asked to deal with, needing disl i very efficient service both of craft and men
afloat, and an equally able and incorruptible gumrdand that could not be turned from its purpose
either by fear or bribery. We shall see from thHfeing chapters how these two organisations—by
sea and land—worked.

If we exclude fiction, the amount of literaturg 10which has been published on smuggling is
exceedingly small. Practically the whole of thddwling pages is the outcome of personal research
among original, authentic manuscripts and offidatuments. Included under this head may be
cited the Minutes of the Board of Customs, Genérdters of the Board to the Collectors and
Controllers of the various Out-ports, Out-port kestto the Board, the transcripts from shorthand
notes of Assizes and Promiscuous Trials of Smuggkerlarge quantity of MSS. of remarkable
incidents connected with smuggling, miscellaneocates collected on the subject in the Library of
the Customs House, instructions issued at diffetiem#s to Customs officers and commanders of
cruisers, General Orders issued to the Coastgt@gdther with a valuable précis (unpublished) of



the existing documents in the many Customs Houseg dahe English coast made in the year 1911
by the Librarian to the Board of Customs on a roahdisits to the different ports for that purpose.
These researches have been further supplementethéydocuments in the British Museum and
elsewhere.

This volume, therefore, contains within its pagewvesy large amount of material hitherto
unpublished, and, additional to the details gatth¢éogether regarding smuggling methods, especial
attention has been paid to collect all possipdae1jnformation concerning the Revenue sloops and
cutters so frequently alluded to in those daysrasers. | have so often heard a desire expressed
among those interested in the literature of thetedaarn all about the King's cutters, how they
were rigged, manned, victualled, armed, and na@yathat were their conditions of service at sea,
and so on—finally, to obtain accounts of their ehgsof smuggling craft, accounts based on the
narratives of eye-witnesses of the incidents, testimony of the commanders and crews
themselves, both captors and captives, that | lees here at some pains to present the most
complete picture of the subject that has hithegenbattempted. These cutters were most interesting
craft by reason both of themselves and the chasédights in which they were engaged. The
King's cutters were employed, as many people asrgvas well in international warfare as in the
Preventive Service. There is an interesting leftar,instance, to be read from Lieutenant Henry
Rowed, commanding the Admiralty cutteheernessdated September 9, 1803, off Brest, in which
her gallant commander sends a notable accountltm@wood concerning the chasing of a French
chasse-maréeAnd cutters were also employed in connection \thihn Walcheren expedition. The
hired armed cutteBtagwas found useful in 1804 as a despatch vessel.

But the King's cutters in the Revenue wgri 12were not always as active as they might be. In
one of his novelsThe Three CuttejsCaptain Marryat gives the reader a very plairt that there
was a good deal of slackness prevalent in thisaseof the service. Referring to the midshipman of
the Revenue cuttekctive the author speaks of him as a lazy fellow, toertieven to mend his
jacket which was out at elbows, and adds, "He le&s urned out of half the ships in the service
for laziness; but he was born so, and therefaseribt his fault. A Revenue cutter suits him—she is
half her time hove-to; and he has no objectiondat{service, as he sits down in the stern-sheets,
which is not fatiguing. Creeping for tubs is hidiglet, as he gets over so little ground."

But Marryat was, of course, intentionally sarcasigre. That this lazy element was not always,
and in every ship, prevalent is clear from thedadthand. It is also equally clear from the repeat
admonitions and exhortations of the Board of Custoby the holding-out of handsome rewards
and the threatenings of dire penalties, that thgeR@e-cutter commanders were at any rate
periodically negligent of their duties. They weae foo fond of coming to a nice snug anchorage for
the night or seeking shelter in bad weather, améigdly running into harbour with a frequence that
was unnecessary. The result was that the cuttesindndeft her station unguarded, theg
13)lsmugglers were able to land their kegs with impunit

But we need not delay our story longer, and magged now to consider the subject in greater
detail.






[Pg 14]
CHAPTERII

THE EARLIEST SMUGGLERS

It is no part of our intention to trace the histofythe levying of customs through different reigns
and in different ages, but it is important to nbteefly that the evading of these dues which we
designate smuggling, is one of the oldest offelcesecord.

The most ancient dues paid to the English sovesempuld seem to have been those which were
levied on the exportation and importation of merghgse across the sea; and it is essential to
emphasise at the outset that though nowadays wkespeak of smuggling we are accustomed to
think only of those acts concerned with importst thee word applies equally to the unlawful
manner of exporting commodities. Before it is pbksifor any crime to be committed there must
needs be at hand the opportunity to carry out ititisntion; and throughout the history of our
nation—at any rate from the thirteenth century—b@attion of England, the counties of Kent and
Sussex, which is adjacent to the Continent, haaysvbeen at once the most tempted andrthe
15)most inclined towards this offence. Notwithstandihgt there are many other localities which
were rendered notorious by generations of smuggless these two between them have been
responsible for more incidents of this nature takithe rest put together.

What | am anxious at first to emphasise is the flaat, although smuggling rose to unheard-of
importance as a national danger during the eigttteand nineteenth centuries (and this is the
period to which we shall especially address ouesefwesently as affording the fullest and the most
interesting information on an ingenious phase ah&m energy), yet it was not a practice which
suddenly rose into prominence during that periodmin nature is much the same under various
kings and later centuries. Under similar circumségnmen and women perform similar actions.
Confronted with the temptation to cheat the Crowitsodues, you will find persons in the time of
George V. repeating the very crimes of Edward le @ifference is not so much in degree of guilt
as in the nature of the articles and the manneich they have been smuggled. To-day it may be
cigars—centuries ago it was wool. Although the gal@ge (if we may use the term) of smuggling
has long since passed, | am by no means unconviheed the occasions of temptation recurred to
carry on this trade as it was pursued during tgbateenth and the first half of they 16nineteenth
centuries, there would not be found many who wdiddeady to apply themselves to such a task.
To some extent the modern improvements in livimgeducation, and increased respect for lofty
ideals would modify this tendency; and long yeagehawakened so keen a regard for the benefits
of law and order that the nefarious practice mightt break out immediately on a large scale. But
when we speak of smuggling it is perhaps more cotae speak of it as a disease which has not
been exterminated from the system, but is, as fie & microbe that is kept well under control and
not allowed to spread.

Everyone who is familiar with English history is am of the important position which was
occupied by the wool trade. Because of the immeradee to the nation of the fleece it was
necessary that this commodity should be kept incthentry and not sent abroad. If in the present
day most of our iron and coal were to be despatelhedad regardless of what was required by our
manufacturers it would not be long before the couwbuld begin to suffer serious loss. So, in the
thirteenth century, it was with the wool. As a dhée this a tax was levied on that wool which was
exported out of the country, and during the reifjgdward lll. attempts were made by the threat of
heavy penalties to prevent the Continent from bewegrthe receptacle of our chief product. But the
temptation was too great, the rewarets 17were too alluring for the practice to be stoppede T
fleece was carried across from England, made ilatth,cand in this state sent back to us. Even in



those days the town of Middleburgh, which we skak later to have been the source of much of
the goods smuggled into our country in the grandode was in the fourteenth century the
headquarters abroad of this clandestine trade. &&d not weary the reader with the details of the
means which were periodically taken to stop theslér by the English kings. It is enough to state
that practically all the ports of Sussex and Keatenbusily engaged in the illegal business. Neither
the penalties of death, nor the fixing of the pradewool, nor the regulating of the rate of duty
availed in the long-run. Licences to export thisce were continually evaded, creeks and quiet
bays were the scenes where the fleece was shippdadnce and the Low Countries. Sometimes
the price of wool fell, sometimes it rose; somesrtige Crown received a greater amount of duty, at
other times the royal purse suffered very sevedalythe time of Elizabeth the encouragement of
foreign weavers to make their homes in England hkaty to do much to keep the wool in the
country, especially as there began to be increasadth in our land, and families began to spend
more money on personal comforts.

Even in the time of Charles I. proclamations wesgued against exporting wool, yet tirg
18)mischief still went on. In the time of Charlesrien readily "risked their necks for 12d. a day."
The greatest part of the wool was sent from Roniaysh, where, after nightfall, it was put on
board French shallops with ten or twenty men tadjitaall well armed. And other parts of Sussex
as well as Kent and even Essex were also engagsehilar exportations.

But it is from the time of King Charles Il. thatetlirst serious steps were taken to cope with the
smuggling evil, and from here we really take owartgig-point in our present inquiry. Prior to his
time the Customs, as a subsidy of the king, weoag@to much variability. In the time of James I.,
for instance, they had been granted to the sovefeiglife, and he claimed to alter the rates as he
chose when pressed for money. When Charles I. tathe throne the Commons, instead of voting
them for the extent of the sovereign's life, grdnieem for one year only. At a later date in the
reign of that unhappy king the grant was made @y couple of months. These dues were known
as tonnage and poundage, the former being a dutg.d@d. to 3s. levied on every ton of wine and
liguor exported and imported. Poundage was a sin@a of 6d. to 1s. on every pound of dry
goods.

[Pg 191t was not till after the Restoration that the oumss were settled and more firmly
established, a subsidy being "granted to the kfrtigrsnage and poundage and other sums of money
payable upon merchandise exported and importedrhinadly the customs were employed for
defraying the cost of "guarding and defending th&ssagainst all persons intending the disturbance
of his subjects in the intercourse of trade, amitivading of this realm." And so, also, there was
inaugurated a more systematic and efficient metifqureventing this export smuggling. So far as
one can find any records from the existing manpserof this early Preventive system, the
chronological order would seem to be as followse Tihst mention of any kind of marine service
that | can trace is found in a manuscript of 16#4ich shows the establishment of the Custom
House organisation in that year for England andéa/aFrom this it is clear that there had been
made a beginning of that system which was latetetcelop into that of the Revenue cutters. And
when we recollect how extremely interested was Iékdt. in everything pertaining to the sea and
to sloop-rigged craft especially, it seems veryradtto believe that this monarch inspired, orrat a
rate very considerably encouraged, the formatiom emall fleet of Custom House sailing craft.
Elsewhere | have discussed this matter at lengérefore it may suffice if attention [igg 20called
to the fact that to Charles was due the first yadiot England, presented to him by the Dutch; while
from his encouragement were born the sport of yaglend the building of English yachts. He was
very much concerned in the rig of sloops, and loieedail in such craft, and his yacht was also
most probably the first vessel of that rig whictdlever been employed by English sailors. Further
still, he was something of a naval architect, tentler of the Greenwich Royal Observatory and
the Nautical Almanacand under his rule a fresh impulse was givenatagation and shipbuilding
generally.



At any rate by the year 1674 there were amongnhedler sailing craft of England a number of
sloops and smacks employed doubtless for fishingcaasting work. As a kind of marine police,
the Custom House authorities determined to hireesofrihese to keep a watch on the "owlers," as
the wool-smugglers were termed, so called, no dooktause they had to pursue their calling
always by night. Whatever efforts had been adopteax to his reign probably had consisted for the
most part, if not entirely, of a land police. Butder this second Charles the very sensible and
obvious idea of utilising a number of sailing crafas started. In the above MS. volume the first
reference is to "Peter Knight, Master of ye smamkyke wages of him self and five men and boy,
and to bear all charges except21wear and tear ... £59." "For extraordinary wear t@ad," he was
to be paid £59. His vessel was the Margate smacthd same volume there is also a reference to
the "Graves End smack," and to "Thomas Symondsvéwes and dyett [diet] for himself, master
and six men ... £56, 5s. 0d." And for the "wear @@t to be disposed as ye Commrs. direct ... £14,
15s. 0d." There was yet a third vessel stationvamiles away, the "Quinborrough smack," and a
reference to "Nicholas Badcock for hire of ye smawko men, and to bear all charges ... £23."
These vessels were not known as Revenue cutténs dime, but as Custom House smacks. They
were hired by the Commissioners of the Customs fpoivate individuals to prevent the owlers
from smuggling the wool from Kent, Essex, and SsBeait it would seem that these smacks, even
if they modified a little the activities of the osvk, did not succeed in bringing about many
convictions. Romney Marsh still sent its contribuatiacross to France and Holland, much as it had
done for generations.

But in 1698 the attack on the men of Kent and Susses strengthened by legislation, for by 7 &
8 William lll. cap. 28, it was enacted that "foretbetter preventing the exportation of wool and
correspondence with France ... the Lord High Adhaf&ngland, or Commissioners for executing
the office of Lord High Admiral fofrg 22the time being, shall from time to time direct appoint
one ship of the Fifth Rate, and two ships of thettSRate, and four armed sloops constantly to
cruise off the North Foreland to the Isle of Wighiith orders for taking and seizing all ships,
vessels, or boats which shall export any wool arycar bring any prohibited goods or any
suspected persons.” It was due to William Ill.'sy&ament also that no person living within fifteen
miles of the sea in those counties should buy angl Wwefore he entered into a bond, with sureties,
that all the wool he might buy should be sold by o no persons within fifteen miles of the sea,
and all growers of wool within ten miles of the sedhose counties were obliged within three days
of shearing to account for the number of fleeced,\ahere they were lodged.

Instructions were duly issued to captains of slo@ysl a scheme drafted for surrounding the
whole of the coast with sloops, the crews congisth master, mate, and mariners. But from an
entry in the Excise and Treasury Reports of 1685, ¢lear that a careful regard even at that date
was being had for the import smuggling as well. Téference belongs to September 24, and shows
that a "boarding" boat was desired for going alafgvessels in the Downs, and preventing the
running in of brandies along the coast in thatnitgi The charge for building such a boagrig23to
be £25. In another MS. touching the Customs, tlerender date of June 1695 an interesting
reference to "a Deale yoghall to be built,” and tisach a boat will be here of very good use."” She
is to be "fitt to go into ye roads for boarding n@rother ocations when ye sloops may be at sea."

So much, then, for the present as to the guardyrggh against the smugglers. Let us now turn to
look into the means adopted by land. The wool-owmérRomney Marsh were still hard at their
game, and the horses still came down to the bestgmed with the packs ready to be shipped. If
any one were sent with warrants to arrest the geénts, they were attacked, beaten, and forced to
flee, followed by armed gangs on horseback. Buiais evident that the Crown was determined not
to let the matter rest, for a number of surveyoesenappointed for nineteen counties and 299 riding
officers as well, though they made few seizures| abtained still fewer condemnations, but at
great expense to the State. In 1703 it was beli¢katithe owling trade, especially in Romney
Marsh, was broken if not dead, although the smuagdhy import was on the increase, especially as



regards silks, lace, and such "fine" goods. At timae for the two hundred miles of coast-line
between the Isle of Sheppey and Emsworth—pracyidaké whole of the Kentish and Sussex
shore—fifty officers wergrg 24peing employed at a salary of £60 per annum, withllbwance to
each of another £30 annually for a servant andehtorsissist them during the night. And there was
authority also for the employment of dragoons td #ie riding officers, especially in the
neighbourhood of Romney Marsh; but there was a munol "weak and superannuated” men
among the latter, who did not make for the efficienf the service.

We need not say much more about the wool-exportaliospite of all the efforts of the Custom
House smacks and the assistance of his Majesip's shwar, in spite, too, of further legislatian,
still continued. It went on merrily at any ratd tthe end of the eighteenth century, by which time
the smuggling by imports had long since eclipsedhiiportance. It was the wars with France during
the time of William and Mary which increased anddered more easy the smuggling into England
of silk and lace. And by means of the craft whistported these goods there used to be smuggled
also a good deal of Jacobite correspondence. As &ehSussex had been famous for their export
smuggling, so these counties were again to disishgiihemselves by illicit importation. From now
on till the middle of this eighteenth century thmswer form of smuggling rose gradually to
wondrous heights. And yet it was by no means nawhé time of Edward lll. steps had[kg 25pe
taken to prevent the importation of base coin thivrealm, and in succeeding reigns the king had
been cheated many a time of that which ought te leme to him through the duties of goods
entering the country.

It was impossible instantly to put down a practid@ch had been pursued by so many families
for so many hundreds of years. But the existinggavas not equal to coping with the increase. As
a consequence the daring of the smugglers knewoonads—the more they succeeded the more
they ventured. A small gang of ten would blossonthfinto several hundreds of men, there would
be no lack of arms nor clubs, and adequate arramggsmvould be made for cellar-storage of the
goods when safely brought into the country. Consetijy violence became more frequent than
ever—bloodshed and all sorts of crimes occurred.

In the year 1723 several commissions or deputatiwee issued by the Chancellor of the
Exchequer to captains of his Majesty's sloops tkens@izures, and the following year the Treasury
authorised the construction of seven sloops fariseoff the coast of Scotland. The smugglers had
in fact become so desperate, the English Channglseahoroughly infested with them, and the
Revenue service was so incapable of dealing wgmtm the manner that was obviously essential
for effectiveness, that theg 26 Admiralty ordered the captains and commanders of Miajesty's
ships to assist the Revenue officers all they cauldrder to prevent the smuggling trade, and to
look out and seize all vessels employed in illggakporting wool; for the Admiralty had been
informed by the Commissioners of Customs that tbeeRue officers frequently met with insults
from French smuggling luggers manned by armed ¢retve carried on a brisk smuggling trade by
force and even dared the Revenue men to come atieamd

But as the Revenue service afloat was assistedoyave Navy, so the Revenue land guard was
also aided by the Military. In 1713 arrangementd haen made that dragoons should co-operate
with the riding officers in their operations agditise owlers, and there are plenty of skirmishes
recorded showing that the dragoons were actuallgraployed. Originally these soldiers were
employed under the direction of the riding officdsat, as can well be expected, there was a good
deal of jealousy and friction caused through tharigly of the soldiers in the rewards for seizures,
and after the year 1822 this military assistance ma utilised to any great extent, although lggall
Army officers can still be called upon to rendesiagnce against smuggling. And, in passing, one
might mention that this co-operation afloat betwélesm Customs men and the Navy was equally
noticeable for a certain amoyng 27pf ill-feeling, as we shall mention on a later page



Before the first quarter of the eighteenth centuag completed, smuggling between England and
the Continent was proceeding at a brisk pace, anthd middle of that century it had well-nigh
reached its climax for fearlessness. We have alralidded to the establishment of hired smacks
and sloops inaugurated towards the end of the sesethh century. The sloop rig, as | have shown
in another volumg] had probably been introduced into England froml&hal soon after the
accession of Charles Il., but from that date itsite®f handiness were so fully recognised that for
yachts, for fishing craft, for the carrying of pasgers and cargo up and down the Thames and
along the coast as well as across to Ireland amdCtintinent, the rig was adopted very readily in
place of the lug-sails. The smack was also a staged vessel. We need not enter here into a
discussion as to the comparative merits of sloowsautters and smacks. It is enough if we state
that when it was realised that a vessel of sayttf6, sloop-rigged, with her one mast, mainsail,
and two headsails and square topsail (set forwartieomast on a yard) could be handled with
fewer men and therefore less expense than a ludgemilar size; was alspg 2smore suitable for
manceuvring in narrow channels, and for entering lmading small harbours, the fishermen,
coasters, and so on took to this improvement. Thast naturally the larger smuggling craft were
till well on into the nineteenth century sloopscoitters, and equally natural was it that the Regenu
availed themselves of this rig first by hiring stkecand, later, by building for themselves. These
sloops, whether hired or owned, were given eachrticplar station to guard, and that plan was
followed by the Revenue cruisers for many yearfoliow. Among the Exeter documents of the
Customs Department is included an interesting decurated July 10, 1703, wherein the Board of
Customs informs the collector at the port of Damithoof the list of vessels appointed by the
Commissioners to cruise against owlers, the distienprised extending from Pembroke in the
west to the Downs in the east. The following isltbeof these vessels with their respective cngsi
territories:—

NAME OF CRUISER LIMITS OF HER SPHERE
Rye Pembroke to Lundy Island
Discovery Milford to Swansea
Dolphin Milford to Exmouth
Hastings Milford to Exmouth
Woolwich Downs to Falmouth
Swan Downs to Falmouth
Fly Off Folkestone
Dispatch Off Folkestone

[Pg 29]This fairly well covered the region to which goaasre likely to be run from the Continent
as well as that from which the owlers were wonexport their wool. From an entry among the
documents preserved in the Custom House at Newcakited September 1729, we can see that
also the north-east coast was guarded thus:—

NAME OF CRUISER LIMITS OF HER SPHERE
Cruiser Flamborough Head to Newcastle
Deal Castle Newcastle to Leith

Spy Firth of Forth to Newcastle

And about the last-mentioned date theal Castlehad succeeded in capturing four French
smuggling craft and brought them into Shields.



To the other side of England the Isle of Man, whigds a veritable contraband dep0t, used to
send quantities of dutiable goods, Liverpool beihg favourite destination, and it was a more
difficult matter here to deal with than in many ettports. On October 9, 1713, the Collector at
Liverpool writes to the Board of Customs that hmkk a sloop would be of little service for that
port. Some time ago they had one, which was natcaess "by reason of ye dangerousness and
difficulty of the harbour and ye many shoales oficsawhich often shift in bad weather." The
Manxmen were a thoroughly lawless, desperate spetismugglers, who stopped at nothing, and
were especially irate towards all Revenue and pudizopfficials, recognising no authority other
than might and a certain respect for the Duke biAtthe owner of the Isle of Man.

Among the letters to Southampton there is a recatéd June 14, 1729, which shows that a
number of his Majesty's sloops were appointed ley Admiralty to cruise off the coasts of the
kingdom to prevent the exporting of wool and thening of goods by the import-smugglers. For
instance, the Admiralty sloopwift was appointed to cruise between Portland, Poalé Jack-in-
the-Basket off the entrance to Lymington Harbougntd, her commander being a Captain
Cockayne. Similarly the slodpuccesgCaptain Thomas Smith, commander) was to cruisgdsn
Portland and Spithead, and tRge(Captain John Edwards) between the Isle of Wiglkit Beachy
Head to the eastward. It was part of the duty ef Revenue officers at Southampton to see that
these three ships constantly cruised on theirostaind if their commanders were found negligent
of this duty the matter was to be reported to tlwarB of Customs. The Revenue craft were
apparently not above suspicion, for in Novembet %29 the Southampton officers of the Customs
reported to headquarters that this very sloop Sthét every time she went across to Guernsey in
connection with her duties of prevention, usedriagback quantities of wine, brandy, and other
dutiable[pg 31goods under the pretence that they were the dtg'ss. The intention, however, was
nothing less than that which dominated the actiwinthe smugglers themselves—the very class
against which th&wiftwas employed—for Captain Cockayne's men useahtbifino very difficult
matter to run these goods ashore clandestinelyruhédevery eyes of the unsuspecting Customs
officers. The Commissioners of the Customs theeskmnt down strict instructions that tSevift
was to be rummaged every time she arrived at Soyttean from Guernsey. We shall have reason
presently to refer more especially to the Chanslelslagain, but it may suffice for the present to
state that they were in the south the countergfattieo Isle of Man in the north as being a depot
whence the import smugglers fetched their goodssadio England.

Additional to the Naval sloops just mentioned, ¢harere two other cutters belonging to the
Southampton station under the Revenue and notpwke, Admiralty-owned craft. These vessels
were respectively th€alshotand theHurst, and it is worth noting that at the time we an@king
of (1729) these vessels are referred to generallfyatchs" or "yachts." It was not quite seventy
years since the first yacht—that presented to €kdtl, named th#&lary—had arrived in England,
and it was only in 1720 that the first yacht cluddibeen established, not in Englard,32put in
Cork. If we may judge from contemporary paintingsyachts we can visualise thHéurst and
Calshotas being very tubby, bluff-bowed craft with ampkam. But what would especially strike
us in these modern days would be the exceptiohatly bowsprit, the forward end of which was
raised considerably above the water than its aftdr both jib and foresail each working on a stay.

The commander of th€alshot yacht was a Captain Mears, and there is an entrthe
Southampton documents to the effect that he wakstpaisum of £2, 12s. 6d. for piloting his vessel
from Southampton to Guernsey and back in conneetitim the Preventive duties. This trip took
him five days, his pay being half a guinea a dais tlear from a record of the following year that
Mears was employed by special arrangement, forubn1B, 1730, the Board of Customs decided
that it was necessary that Captain John Mears, @der of theCalshotyacht at Southampton,
should now be placed on the same footing as ther @mmanders of the Revenue sloops and
smacks in regard to the matter of wear and teancéferth the sum of 30s. per ton was to be
allowed him instead of £47 per annum. Both yaclk laer boats were to be kept in good repair, but



the commander was first to give security to havewbssel and her boats generally in good order
and reasonable repair, loss by violence of thergeapr other unavoidable accidents excepted. The
commander was also to find the sloop and her baighsall manner of necessaries and materials, so
that the Crown was to be at no charge on that atcouthe future; and every quarter the
Comptroller and Collector of the port were to dgrto the Board as to whether the yacht and boats
were in good repair.

It would appear that these two vessels were natadlgtowned by the Customs but hired from
Captain Mears; and less than a month before theeatwaler the Surveyor-General of the Customs
for Hampshire represented to the Board that it wdod necessary to allow the commander of the
Hurst half-a-dozen muskets, two pairs of pistols, hatfeaen swords or cutlasses, and these were
accordingly ordered to be sent, together with twivel guns, from Weymouth to Captain Mears
"by the first coast vessel bound to" Southamptdrer@ was certainly need for a strict vigilance to
be kept in that neighbourhood, for there was a gieal of smuggling then being carried on along
the Hampshire shore in the vicinity of Hurst Casihel Beaulieu.

In another chapter we shall go into the importaatter touching the flags that were worn by the
vessels employed in looking after smuggling, bupassing, we may call attention to a letter which
the Board sent to Southampton at this time refgrtm the proclamation of December 18y
3411702, by which no ships whatsoever were alloweddar a pendant excepting those engaged in
the service of the Royal Navy, but that the sloepgployed in the several public offices (as, for
instance, the Customs and the Excise) should vae&s,Jwhereon was to be described the seal used
in the respective offices. And Captain John Mesesjor, of theCalshot and Captain John Mears,
junior, of theHurst, were to be informed that they must deliver uprtpendants to the Customs'
office at Southampton and for the future forbeaanvey a pendant. Instead thereof they are to wear
a Jack and ensign with the seal of office ther#anf the mark in the ensign is to be twice as large
as that in the Jack; and if the captain shouldafezefind that the not wearing a pendant will bg a
obstruction or hindrance to the service," the Bad#r@ustoms is to be informegi.

We have now seen something of the sloops and sudtethe south, the west, and the north-east
coasts. Let us take a glance at the district tsthehward of Flamborough during this same period.
From the Hull letter book we find that in Septemloérl733 the Admiralty appointed Captain
Burrish of theBlandfordand Sir Roger Butler of thBonettato cruise betweefrg 3sfFlamborough
and Newcastle; but Captain Oates of #lg and Captain Rycant of th&ryal were to cruise
between Flamborough and Yarmouth. There is alseference to the Revenue sloblumber
employed in this neighbourhood on Preventive w&ike was a somewhat expensive craft to keep
up, as she was frequently needing repairs and @seWwirst, she was to have a new cable which
was to cost £20, 14s. 3-1/2d.; and it is a strikiexginder of those days of hemp and sail that this
bill was paid to the "ropemakers."” A few monthsfathe had to undergo repairs which amounted
to £31, 10s. 6-1/4d., and less than six monthsvediels she had to be given a new anchor which
cost £18, 8s. 9d. Three years later she was givewasuit of sails which came to £25, 17s. 1d. but
her old suit was sold for the sum of eight guinéax finally, in 1744, as she had begun to cost so
much for repairing, the Board determined to sell he

Notwithstanding that the south coast, by reasatsgiroximity to the Continent and the Channel
Isles, was a convenient and popular objective lier smugglers running their goods from France
and Holland, yet the Yorkshire coast was by no meagglected. From Dunkirk and Flushing
especially goods poured into the county. There wasmall sloop, for instance, belonging to
Bridlington, which was accustomed to sail across Morth Sea to one of the ports in Zealand,
where[Pg 36p cargo was taken aboard consisting of the usualde articles such as tea, tobacco,
and gin. The return voyage was then made and tbdsganded clandestinely at some convenient
spot between the Spurn Lighthouse and Bridlington.



Similarly, farther south than the Humber smugglygllegal importation went on extensively in
the early eighteenth century. Sometimes a Dutchelegould arrive in Grimsby Roads and succeed
in quietly running her goods to the shore. In theumn of 1734 the master of the Dutch schiliye
Good Luck of CamphirealiasThe Brotherly Lovehad succeeded in running as many as 166 half-
ankergs] of brandy and 50 Ibs. of tea on the coast neaatGfarmouth, the skipper's name being
Francis Coffee. He was a notorious smuggler. Buthi& occasion both he and his vessel were
captured.

Still, matters were not always satisfactory on Ho#ne Revenue sloops and smacks, for
whenever, at this time, there was an encounter thghsmugglers afloat the latter were so violent
and desperate that the captors went about thek wibh their lives in their hands. Furthermore, it
was not altogether a pleasing business to haveeaf fellow-countrymen, many of whom they
had known from boyhood. Then, again, there wagh@space on these sloops and cutters, nor the
amount of deck room to bgg 37found on the men-of-war; and to be cooped up irsd¢he
comparatively small vessels always on thue vive usually near the shore but able to have shore-
leave all too rarely, was calculated to make fatlessness. Added to which a very considerable
portion of the crews of these Revenue craft waspas®d of men who had spent years of their lives
as smugglers themselves. Consequently it was togjether surprising that mutinies and refusals to
obey their commander's orders were of frequentroenae. After a time it was decided that those
members of the crew which had to be dismissed doh offences were to be handed over to the
commander of the next man-of-war that should coloega and be pressed into the service of the
Navy, though, it may be added, this was not alwayselcome gift to the Naval commander
compelled to receive a handful of recalcitrant nadwoard his ship. Then, again, when at last a
handful of smugglers had been captured it was thy af the Revenue officers to prosecute them
before the magistrate at their own expense. Thisregarded as an unfair hardship, and in 1736 the
system was modified by the Treasury allowing arceffa third of whatever amount was recovered,
the prosecution to be carried on at the King's BgpeAt the same time it was undeniable that some
commanders of these sloops and cutters were nt# gsiiactive as they might be on their station.
[Pg 38[There was too ready an excuse to run in from tleasel too great an inclination to spend
valuable time in port. They were accordingly novjoered not to presume to lay up for the purpose
of giving the ship's bottom a scrub, or for a geWithout previously giving the Collector and
Comptroller of the port ten days' notice. This wias to occur unless the cruiser really needed such
attention; but if it was essential then to previbiet station remaining unguarded some other smack
or vessel was to be sent out to take her placthétime being. For the smugglers were kept so well
informed of the movements of the Revenue shipsahaintraband cargo of goods would soon be
found approaching the shore during the night whenaatch had been relaxed.

But from an early date—at any rate as far backé&l-+-the East India ships were notorious also
for smuggling into the country a considerable aniafrgoods that ought to have paid duty. We
shall bring forward instances presently of Easidnin, homeward bound, being boarded as they
come up Channel, or while waiting in the Downs gndting some of their cargo on board
smuggling cutters and Deal boats, which was sulesgtyuquietly and secretly brought into the
country. Silks were especially popular among theggrers in this connection. In those days, too,
the more wealthy passengers coming home by theseli@diamen used to leave the shiprat
39]Spithead, where they came in for that purpose. §lpessengers would then be put ashore at
Portsmouth, and, proceeding by coach to Londongs tehortened their sea journey. But
notwithstanding their ample means, many of theseetlers were constantly found endeavouring to
land dutiable articles. In short, rich and poorghhiand low, there was no class that did not
endeavour to engage in smuggling either directlindirectly. Even if the party never ventured on
the sea, he might be a very active aider and abettmeeting the boat as it brought the casks
ashore, or keeping a look out for the Preventiven,nggving the latter false information, thus
throwing them on the wrong scent. Or again, evdmeitlid not act the part of signaller by showing



warning lights from the cliff, he could loan hisllees, his horses, or his financial support. Intfac
there were many apparently respectable citizens Wwhdkeeping in the background, were never
suspected of having any interest in these nefarmastices, whereas they were in fact the
instigators and the capitalists of many a succeéssiu And as such they were without doubt
morally responsible for the deaths by murder whicburred in those incidents, when violence was
used after the Revenue men had come on to the.scene

But as to morality, was there ever a period whenrtaitional character was so slack and corrupt
as in the eighteenth century?

FOOTNOTES:

[1] "Smuggling in Sussex," by William Durrant Coopé&tS.A., in vol. X. of theSussex Archeaeological
Collection to which | am indebted.

[2] Fore and Aft: The Story of the Fore-and-Aft Rigndon, 1911.

[3] "Southampton Letters,"” November 6, 1730. But i19,7the Customs Commissioners hader alia,
agreed to provide Captain Mears with "a suit oboot" for theCalshot This provision was, therefore, now
cancelled in the year 1730.

[4] A half-anker held 3-1/4 gallons.



[Pg 40]
CHAPTER III

THE GROWTH OF SMUGGLING

About the middle of the eighteenth century the sghing of tea into the country had reached
such extensive limits that the revenue which oughbave been expected from this source was
sinking instead of rising. In fact it came to thisat of all the tea that was consumed in this tqun
not one half had paid duty and the rest was smdgdlee bands of smugglers were well financed,
were themselves hardy sailors and skilful pilotiseyr had some of the best designed and best built
cutters and luggers of that time. They were ablpuichase from an almost inexhaustible market,
and to make a quick passage to the English sharased there they could rely on both moral and
physical support; for their friends were well moaoht well armed, and exceedingly numerous, so
that ordinarily the cargo could be rapidly unshighpand either hidden or run into the country with
despatch. Not once, but times without number thegging cutters had evaded the Revenue
cruisers at sea, showing them a clean pair of hééth equal frequency had the Preventive men on
land been outwitted, bribegkg 41pr overpowered. And inasmuch as the duties on niaggled
articles were high, had they passed through théoBiss so, when smuggled, they could always
fetch a big price, and the share for the smugglemselves was by no means inconsiderable. But it
is always the case that, when large profits areentgdlawless, reckless people, these proceeds are
as quickly dissipated in extravagance of livingisltsad to think that these seafaring men, who
possessed so much grit and pluck, had such only applied in a right direction, actually died
paupers. As one reads through the pitiful petitiomstten on odd scraps of paper in the most
illiterate of hands begging for clemency on beladlfa convicted smuggler, one can see all too
clearly that on the whole it was not the actual keos but the middle-men who, as is usually the
case, made the profits. A life of such uncertaiatyg excitement, an existence full of so many
hairbreadth escapes did not fit them for the pedhdié¢ either of the fisherman or the farmer. With
them money went as easily as it had come, andgakio account the hardness of the life, the risks
that were undertaken, the possibility of losingrthiges, or of being transported after convictian,
cannot be said that these men were any too well @zarelessness of danger led to recklessness;
recklessness led on to a life that was dissolutktlariftiess. And in spite of the fact that thesart
stained appeals were usually signeg2py all the respectable inhabitants of the seasitlye—
the rector, the local shipbuilder, Lloyds' shippagent, the chief landowners and so forth—many a
wife and family had to starve or become chargeabléhe Union, while the breadwinner was
spending his time in prison, serving as an impeessdlor on board one of his Majesty's ships
against the enemy; or, if he had been found phNsgigafit for such service, condemned to seven or
more years of transportation.

But by the year 1745 smuggling had reached sucitch fhat something had to be done. The
country was in such a state of alarm and the homaders made such bitter complaints of the
disastrous effect which these illicit practices evdraving on their prosperity that, on the 6th of
February in that year, a Parliamentary Committes feamed "to inquire into the causes of the
most infamous practice of smuggling and considerrtost effectual methods to prevent the said
practice.” For it was clear that in spite of alittthad been done by the Customs and Excise, by the
Admiralty and the military, they had not succeetedbtaining the desired effect.

And during the course of this inquiry a great defainteresting evidence came out from expert
witnesses, some of whom had not long since beegrdaest smugglers in existence, but had come
forward and received the pardon of the State. Wg suenmarise the testimony obtained [by
43lthis Committee as follows. The smugglers, afteirgpaway from England, used to purchase the



tea abroad sometimes with money but at other tim#dgswool. That was a serious matter in either
alternative if, as was the case, the transacticere warried on to any large extent; for the country
simply could not afford to be denuded either ofviéduable wool—since that crippled the wool
manufactures—or of the coin of the realm, which endor bankruptcy. But this was not all.
England was at war with her neighbours, and thadfreonly too gladly admitted the smuggling
vessels into her ports, since these lawless andttojic men were able to give information of the
state of affairs in England. There was in the tdl&an at this time no levying of Customs or other
duties, so that between that island and France thias kept up a constant trade especially in teas,
other East India goods and brandies, which werenafirds conveyed clandestinely to English
ports, especially to Liverpool, as already we hagted, and also to Glasgow, Dumfries, as well as
to Ireland. In the days when there were sloopsiarpool doing duty for the Crown they used to
set forth and do their best to stop this runnidmytas it is a very dangerous station, a seizure is
scarce heard of."

As illustrative of the achievements of smugglershat time let us mention that it was reported
[Pg 44pfficially from Yarmouth that on July 11 fifty smgters had run a cargo of tea and brandy at
Benacre in Suffolk, and only a fortnight later antaf sixty smugglers landed another contraband
cargo at the same place, while a gang of fortyagother cargo safely ashore at Kesland Haven. A
week later a still larger band, this time consptoi seventy, passed through Benacre Street with a
large quantity of goods, a cart and four horse® Jinugglers at Kesland Haven had been able to
bring inland their cargo of tea and brandy by mearfgty horses. In one month alone—and this at
the depth of the winter when cross-channel passamdd not be expected to be too safe for small
sailing craft—nine smuggling cutters had sailedrfrthe port of Rye to Guernsey; and it was
estimated that during the last half of the yearghead been run on to the coast of Suffolk 1835
horse-loads of tea as well as certain other gaat$,1689 horse-loads of wet and dry goods, to say
nothing of a large quantity of other articles teabuld have paid duty. These were conveyed away
up country by means of waggons and other vehigearded by a formidable band of smugglers
and sympathisers well armed. Notwithstanding thatRevenue officers were in some cases aware
of what was going on, yet they positively dared attémpt any seizures. And in those instances
where they had undertaken the risk they had pressfrequently beaten and left cruelly wounded
with bleeding heads and broken limbs.

One reliable witness testified that whereas it s@®puted that at this time about 4,000,000 Ibs.
of tea were consumed in this kingdom, yet only al&00,000 Ibs. of this had ever paid duty, so
that there was considerably over 3,000,000 Ibsghtenf tea smuggled in. Therefore on this one
item of tea alone the loss to the Crown must haenlsomething enormous. Multiply this by the
long years during which the smuggling went on, ald® the duties which ought to have been paid
on tobacco and spirits, even if you omit to incldlde amount which should have accrued from lace
and other commodities, and you may begin to redhgeseriousness of the smuggling evil as
viewed by the Revenue authorities.

It was noted that a great deal of this contrabduoft was fetched over from Flushing and from
Middleburgh, a few miles farther up on the candie big merchant sailing ships brought the tea
from the East to Holland, France, Sweden, and DeqanBut the Dutch, the French, the Swedes,
and the Danes were not great tea drinkers, andiglrused it in nothing like the quantities which
were consumed in England. But it was profitabléheam to purchase this East Indian product and to
sell it again to the smugglers who were wont to aaross frompg 46fEngland. It should be added,
however, that the species of tea in question wérthe cheaper qualities. It was also frankly
admitted in evidence that many of the civil magitds, whose duty it was to grant warrants for the
arrest of these delinquents, were intimidated leydmugglers, while the officers of the Customs
and Excise were terrorised.

At this period of the smuggling era, that is to gar to the middle of the eighteenth century,
most of the smuggled tea was brought over to théhsmoast of England in Folkestone cutters of a



size ranging from fifty to forty tons burthen. Tleegessels usually came within about three or four
miles of the shore, when they were met by the @ndlbats of the locality and the goods
unladened. Indeed the trade was so successfudshatiny as twenty or thirty cargoes were run in a
week, and Flushing became so important a basenthtaimerely did the natives subsidise or
purchase Folkestone craft, but ship-builders alstualgrated from that English port to Flushing
and pursued their calling in Dutch territory. Asth@ reward which the smugglers themselves made
out of the transaction, the rates of payment vaaiea later date, but about the years 1728 and 1729
the tea-dealers paid the men eight shillings a gdanthe commodity. And in spite of the seizures
which were made by the Revenue cutters and the daadd, yet thesgg 47josses, admitted a
witness, were a mere trifle to the smugglers. ot Fee affirmed that sometimes one tea-dealer never
suffered a seizure in six or seven years. We caretbre readily believe that the financiers netted
very handsome profit on the whole, and there alles&inding plenty of fine mansions in different
parts of our country which are generally supposetave been erected from the proceeds of this
form of activity.

There was a kind of local intelligence bureau irstraf the smuggling centres on the south coast,
and so loyal and so watchful were these craftsianthe inhabitants of the coast-line managed to
let theirconfreresknow when the Custom House sloops had sailed fqubrd or when they hauled
up for repairs and refit. As a consequence the gimgy craft commonly escaped capture.
Animated by a natural hatred of all Governmentamdfs in general, especially of all those whose
duty it was to collect taxes, dues, and any kintbth$; disliking most of all the men of the Custem
and Excise, and, further, being allied by sympathg blood relationship to many of the smugglers
themselves, it was almost impossible for the repriedives of the Crown to make any steady
progress in their work. We all know that when a bemof even average law-abiding people get
together, that crowd somehow tends towards becomimgob. Each persomrg 4850 to speak,
forfeits his own individuality, that becomes mergatb the personality and character of the mob,
which all the time is being impelled to break omtoi something unlawful of a minor or greater
degree. Whenever you have stood among crowds yai have noted this for yourself. It gets
restive at the least opposition with which it isnfronted, it boos and jeers with the smallest
incitement; and, finally, realising the full strehgof its unity, breaks out into some rash violence
and rushes madly on, heedless of the results. Maurgers have been in this way committed by
men who ordinarily and in their individual capacipould shrink from such crimes. But having
become merely one of the limbs, as it were, of dtevd they have moved with the latter and
obeyed its impulses.

It was just the same when many of the dwellershef ¢ountry-side, many of the fishermen,
labourers, and farm-hands found themselves assdrobl¢he report of a pistol shot or the cry of
angry voices coming up from the beach below. Somegtivas happening, some one was in trouble,
and the darkness of the night or the gloom of tdgeddded a halo of mystery round the occasion.
Men and women came out from their cottages, soneegom hit, and then a general affray began.
Clubs and pistols and cutlasses were busy, men beti@ving forth oaths, women shrieking, and
the galloping of horses heard rapidbg 49mpproaching. Amid such excitements we can readily
understand that a good many acts of violence aed ogury occurred which afterwards, when the
heat of the event had vaporised, were regrettethéAsame time, notwithstanding that one is aware
that the men were engaged in an unlawful pursudtthat they themselves fully appreciated their
degree of guilt, yet we cannot but feel some sbdympathy with a crew who, after a long and
exciting passage through bad weather all the weysadhe Channel, after perhaps a breathless race
against the Government cruisers, had finally swegen landing their tubs on the shore only to be
pounced on immediately by the riding officers anpoaseof dragoons. It must have been heart-
breaking that all their carefully laid plans, atletr hardships and trials should end in disaster.
Realising this and that their craft as well asrtipgrsons would be seized, it was but natural that
they would fight like the most desperate of mendAat the same time, those their relatives on



shore who largely depended on them for their beeatibutter would rush to their aid with a spirit
and an impetuosity that could only end in one wWide pity of it all was that so much fine daring
and enthusiasm were not being employed for a betigse and for more worthy results.

But the smugglers found that, contrary to what woelld expect, their greatest risk was mat
so)when landing the goods, but when bringing them sscfocom the Continent. A seizure on land
was, at any rate during the first half of the eggimth century, comparatively rare if they had been
able to get away from the sloops and cutters. Rerbbdyguard of armed men on horseback who
promptly met and escorted the contraband into thmty frequently did as they had planned. And
when once the tea has arrived inland it was easilg to people who bought it not in small
guantities but took as much as 1000 Ibs. at a timaddition, there were a number of men called
"duffers,"” who used to walk inland wearing coatsMnich a hundred-weight of tea was concealed
between two layers of cloth stitched together. TWeye accordingly said to "quilt" so much of this
commodity. These duffers, having set forth on theatk, would eventually arrive in London and
dispose of the tea to hawkers who, in turn, cartiedout the town and sold it to the consumers,
who, even if they had possessed any scruples, camtlghossibly know that the leaves had been
smuggled in without paying the Crown's levy.

But it was not merely by exercising the strictegfilance on the activities of the Government
sloops and land officers, nor entirely by resortrickery and violence, to threats and intimidation
that the smugglers managed to keep out of the hahpistice. They even advanced one stgp
sijfurther still, for there was a man named Norton mhihey employed as their agent to defend
them against prosecutions. This Norton at one hatactually been in the employ of the Crown as
clerk of the late Solicitor to the Customs. Andwias generally believed that Norton by some
means—most probably by offering tempting bribes—aot#d news from the clerks of the Customs'
solicitor when a smuggler was likely to be arrested a warrant was about to be issued. Norton
was then supposed to give the smuggler an immediataing and the man was able to make
himself scarce. It was quite an easy operationinftinose days when there was no telegraph and no
steamboat service across the Channel, all the &damhan had to do was instantly to board his
cutter, set sail, and hurry across to France oladd| where he was sure of a welcome, where also
he could employ himself in arranging for cargoedéarun into England perhaps in the very vessel
which had brought him across. There were plenthisfcompatriots resident in Flushing, so he
need not feel homesick, and when at last the intidad blown over he could find his way back to
Kent or Sussex.

It was reckoned that about this time there werkeadt 20,000 people in England employed in
smuggling, and in some parts (as, for instanceyittage of Hawkhurst, about which we shall have
more to say presently) gangs of largges2numbers could be got together in a very short time.
Hawkhurst alone 500 smugglers could be collectethiwian hour. Folkestone, however, ran
Hawkhurst fairly close with a similar notoriety. @ugangs, well armed as they were, went about
with impunity, for notwithstanding that they wereWknown, yet no one dared to molest them.

We mentioned just now that the danger to the Stfatieis import smuggling was not merely that
goods were brought into the country without paymbkeing made to the Customs, but that
inasmuch as the contraband goods were purchaseddapartly by wool and partly by actual coin
England was being robbed both ways. And as the waplortation declined and the import
smuggling rose, so the amount of gold that passéafothe country seriously increased. At least
£1,000,000 sterling were carried out of the kingdeanh year to purchase these goods, and of this
amount somewhere about £800,000 were paid forlteee.aAt a later date the price of tea often
went up, but the dealer still made a profit of 48s.every 100 Ibs. We alluded just now also to the
dangers of seizure, and it is worth remarking thase were recognised by the smugglers as being
greater in one district than in another. For insgart was much more difficult to run goods inte th
counties of Kent and Sussex than into Suffolk, @atim the fleet at sea and tiwrg s3troops on the
coast. And as to the amount of support which ctdelied on it was an admitted fact that there



was not one person in ten in the country but wagilé the smugglers assistance, and even lend
them horses and carts. For the use of these thggienst made payment at an increased rate.

There was one witness before this Commission watedtthat he knew of about sixty English
cutters of from thirty to forty tons burthen ea@nd five or six vessels of the same burthen
belonging to merchants at Flushing which were eg®aloconstantly in running goods across to
England, and several of those who gave evidenciessed that they had for years been actively
engaged in smuggling, but had taken advantageedfite Act of Indemnity. One reason alleged for
smuggling tea was that the East India Company didufficiently supply the dealers with the low-
priced kinds, whereas the Dutch did. And it wadher contended that if the price of tea were
lessened sixpence per Ib. it would put a stop togging of the commodity, for at this date,
although other articles such as spirits and tobase@ brought in, yet there was far more tea run
than anything else. But at the same time the sneugighther liked to include a quantity of brandy
casks among their cargo for the reason that theg Wweavy and made very good ballast. And as to
the ships themselves, it was agreed that thoseegéd sasmugglers were the best sailing fore-and-
afters that were built in those days, and couldlyeast-sail both the King's ships and the Custom
House sloops. Finally, it was shown that in spftthe large and tempting rewards that were offered
by advertisement for the apprehension of thoseopers&vho had been concerned in smuggling, no
one had come forward to give information for thasen that, even if he would, he dared not. And
so fascinating was the call of smuggling, that @itih there were those who had willingly
embraced the pardon granted them by the recenfd@sgken this illegal trade and settled down on
farms or devoted themselves to other occupationshmliere within the law, yet there were many
others who had returned to their former practices.

After accumulating this evidence, the Committeeesitheir first report on March 24, 1745, and
expressed themselves of the opinion that the higieslcharged on tea and other commodities had
certainly been one cause of smuggling. But they atkled that the exposing for sale of those boats
and vessels which had been seized from the smggglas certainly another potent reason, for
these craft were frequently bought back by the ntfegy therefore recommended that all captured
craft should be burned. Furthermore, the Commiss@memned the custom of allowing penalties
to be compounded so easily. As an instance of [Hssmentioned custom we might caby
ssjattention to three smugglers belonging to the gpohtHampshire. There is a reference to them
in the Southampton Letters under date of April 2830, from which it appears that Matthew
Barton, John Gibort, and William Moadon of Fordinglge were under prosecution for running
goods ashore. They subsequently offered to comptartie said offence on the following terms:
Barton to pay the sum of £35, Gibort to pay £2% Eoadon £15. But before allowing the matter
to be settled straight away the Collector and Coofipt at Southampton were ordered to look
carefully into the affair and to inquire what thesen were generally esteemed to be worth.



[Pg 56]
CHAPTER IV

THE SMUGGLERS' METHODS

It was not till June of 1746 that the Committeeuess their second report, and the evidence
therein contained is even more interesting to as #ny which had hitherto been given. After the
Solicitor to the Commissioners had shown how bidgsees frequently were towards prisoners
brought up on charges connected with smuggling, tiey declined to bring in a verdict against
them even in spite of the clearest of evidencethanmfficial (the Surveyor of the Searchers in the
Port of London) stated that when he had receivenmtion that there had been a run of goods in
a certain locality and had even received infornmats to the road along which they would be
brought, he had been compelled to travel by nigitt earefully to avoid all the beaten paths.
Indeed, if people whom they might meet on the roaticed a Custom House officer and any
soldiers together, their design would immediatedyshspected and warning would promptly be sent
to the smugglers, who would hide their goods. Hieddalso, that he remembered on one occasion
that a couple ofpg s7vessels landed in the Isle of Thanet as much temualsl be loaded on the
backs of two hundred horses.

But it was when the ex-smugglers came to give teeidence that the real secrets of the trade
were unfolded. Robert Hanning, who for years haghlbene of the most distinguished members of
the industry, informed the Commission that formémywas the principal dealer with the smugglers
when he resided at Dunkirk. Some idea of the caldsssiness which he had carried on may be
gathered from his admission that he had sold teasdies, and wines to be run into Englamthe
extent of£40,000per annum And let us not forget to bear in mind that of smithis probably
represented the value of the goods when they warerpboard. What they actually realised after
they were smuggled into the English market museh®en something considerable.

Hanning was followed by a certain Captain Joseptk@arn, who had a very instructive story to
tell, which must have amazed even the Commissiofidis gallant skipper was now commanding
one of his Majesty's sloops, but prior to that lad been engaged in privateering, and before that
had commanded several vessels employed in smugdhfmm his very infancy he had been
concerned in the practice of running goods, and amprenticeship had been served tgeqa
sglsmuggler at Rochester, who was nominally a fisharn@onsequently, with an accumulated
knowledge obtained first as a smuggler and subsgiguas a pursuer of smugglers, there was not
much, if anything at all, in connection with the nkavhich could have missed his attention. He
proved himself a veritable encyclopaedia of smugglmformation, and even the following brief
summary will show that his experience was sometbiagptional.

First of all, he instanced the case of five cutietsch he knew were constantly employed in
running tea and brandy from Boulogne into Kent &adsex. They imported at least six tons of tea
and two thousand half-ankers of brarelyery weekHe estimated that the six tons of tea would be
purchased abroad for £1920. The two thousand h&kra of brandy, even if they cost but ten
shillings apiece, would represent the sum of £1800altogether there was a total of nearly £3000
being carried out of the country in specie evergkvBy these five cutters alone. But he also knew
of five other cutters which were constantly empbbye fetching brandy and tea from Middleburgh
and Flushing, and he reckoned that these ten suttethe aggregate smuggled into the United
Kingdom each year goods to the value of £303,6&&siBly there was no living person who
possessed so perfect and exact a knowledge ofnthggding trade, so we can hayrg s9]ittle
reason to doubt for a moment the veracity of lyares.



Passing, then, to describe the methods employdlddsg men, he divided them into two classes.
Firstly, there were those adopted by the cuttedssamacks which did little else than smuggle, and,
secondly, there were the British ships which pritpararried on a legitimate trade to foreign parts.
As to the first class, the practice of these catgrd smacks was to put to sea from whatever @ort t
which they belonged—London, Dover, Rye, Folkestamayherever it might be—having on board
a small number of hands, their professed objeatgot fish. Having stood some distance away
from the land, they would be met during the nightabnumber of smaller craft, and under cover of
darkness would take on board from the latter lamgsvs, much merchandise, and a considerable
amount of money. The smaller craft rowed or sabedk to the beach before daylight, and the
bigger craft, now well supplied with men, moneyd anerchandise, stood on their course for some
Dutch or French port. There they purchased sucligi@s they required, disposed of those which
they had brought, and again set sail for home. vidssel was again met at a convenient distance
from the English shore by smaller boats if a faatle signal had been flashed from the land; and,
using the darkness of the night, once more bothrtheocargo and the supernumerary men were
put into the boats, after which the latter ran sh&f ashore in casks already slung and in bales,
while the smack headed for her harbour whence alesht out. As she had just the same small
crew as before no suspicions were aroused, anasijppresumed she had been out fishing.

But additional to these comparatively large vestatse were smaller craft—open boats, yawls,
and little sloops—which in fine weather were wamtiin across from the south coast of England to
Boulogne, Guernsey, and from the west of Englanitiédsle of Man. They also loaded up with as
much cargo as they could carry, and, since theg w&ble to be beached, the process of discharging
their contents as soon as they returned was muogblesi. These smaller craft also were in the habit
of running out well clear of the land and meetingtdh vessels, from which they would purchase
similar kinds of goods and run them in by the usuathods. In these lesser craft were frequently
carried a great many stones, anchors, and heawhtgseby means of which the half-ankers of
brandy could be sunk near the shore and afterwtak#s up as required. The exact way in which
this was done we shall discuss fully in a lateptea

Some of the cobbles, "hovelings,” and small fisheraft that were accustomed to run out to big
sailing merchantmen under pretencgrafeishipping pilots to take them into the next portreve
actually engaged in smuggling all sorts of goods aluthese ships. Perhaps it was a lurking
sympathy with the men engaged in a trade with wiishearlier years had been so intimately
associated that made Captain Cockburn suggesitthats because the Dutchmen brought such
large quantities of fish into Billingsgate that tBeglish fishermen found their work unprofitable,
and were accordingly driven to devote themselvesnmggling. But from evidence in other
documents it would certainly seem that Cockburn wpsaking the truth and that the fishing
industry was not a very good livelihood at thateim

Then, secondly, there was the smuggling that wasedaon by the trading sailing ships from
abroad. Great quantities of goods were being rtm time country by colliers—they were usually
brig-rigged—by corn-ships, packet-boats from then@wnt and other vessels trading with
Holland. At least, one thousand five hundred vessetre engaged in this trade, "and,"” added
Cockburn, "he scarcely ever knew one of them retithout some prohibited or high duty goods."
The smuggling from these vessels was done in vamays. There were the pilot-boats and fishing
craft which frequently met them near the coastalasady explained. Another way was for the
merchantmen to put into harbours, roadsteads, imadsy where they lay at anchor under pretence
of [pg 62waiting for orders. Another method still, that was simple as it was successful, consisted
of landing their goods at outports on such holidayshe King's birthday, &c., when the Revenue
officers were absent. Cockburn admitted that hedwatk this himself and had run great quantities
of brandies, teas, and Spanish liquorice even ashrag nearly a ton of the latter at a time. But
besides these two classes there was a third. Tloéewlh the coasting trade in those days was of
course done in sailing ships; and inasmuch as thiere no railways for carrying merchandise there



was a good deal more encouragement for the sahiowner than there is to-day. The methods
of smuggling adopted by these coasters was a fiitdtee complicated, and this was done by such
means as fraudulently obtaining permits, by cock&adestinely obtained, by false entry of one
sort of goods for another, and by corrupting thest@ums' officers. To prove his case the captain
gave the following exampleall of which he had himself employed since the 1&38!

As regards the obtaining of permits fraudulentlg, $aid that he had gone to Dunkirk, taken
aboard 2040 gallons of French brandy and clearediéoth Bergen in Norway. Of course he had
no intention whatever of steering for that portt imucase he met any of the Custom House sloops
as he approached the English coast, it would beespent to show this clearance and so prepgnt
63lhis brandy being seized. From Dunkirk, then, héedaacross the North Sea and ran up the river
Humber. There, by previous arrangement, one ofetHeasels which are so well known in the
neighbourhood of the Humber and Trent met him. Kéel had been sent from York down the
Ouse with permits to cover the brandy. The keel @keared by a merchant at York, who obtained
permits for conveying to Gainsborough a quantitfFnch brandy equal to that which Cockburn
had on board his ship, though in fact the keelwitbstanding that she obtained these permits, set
forth with no brandy in her at all.

It was the point where the Ouse crosses the Titengta angles that had been arranged as the
trysting-place, and there the keel took on boaothfiCockburn the brandy which had come from
Dunkirk. Cockburn himself nailed the permits onthe heads of the casks, which in due course
were taken by the keel, when the flood tide mad@nago Gainsborough some distance up the
Trent. Arrived there the casks were properly tak#n stock and entered in the Custom House
books as if the brandy had been actually broughindioom York and had previously paid duty. On
this one venture the garrulous skipper admitted hieacleared a profit by the brandy of £250 per
cent., which was a remarkably handsome rewarddehsrt a voyage as from Dunkirk.

Port wines, he said, were purchasablgratesDunkirk because these had been taken from
English merchantmen by privateers; and since tvaelittle or no market for such wines in Spain
they were brought into Dunkirk, whither resorteé gmugglers eager to buy them. He proceeded
also to explain another method of cheating theotnst Large quantities of very inferior British
brandy were taken on board a ship and clearanceobtasned for some other English port, but
instead of proceeding to the latter the vessel douh across to Dunkirk or Holland, where she
would unload the cheap brandy, and in its place @k board some high-priced French brandy
equal in quantity to the British commodity whichdhiaeen put ashore at the French port. After this,
with now a much more valuable cargo, the vesselldvput to sea again and make for that British
port for which originally she had cleared. And aghe practice of bribery, he himself had several
times bought permits from the Excise officers teerosmuggled brandy and tea. On one occasion
he had paid an officer fifty guineas for a permiicbver a certain quantity of tea and brandy about
to be run into the country.

Next came Captain Ebenezer Hartley, who had alsmedy commanded a ship that was
engaged in smuggling. He had known of large quastibf muslins and silks brought into the
country on board East Indiamen. These goods wergygied by throwing them through thwey
e5]port-holes at night into boats waiting below, alsidg the ship, or whilst the Custom officer was
being entertained on board with food and drink. 8ommes, he said, this was even done under the
very eyes of the Revenue officer, who took no mottit. He recalled an incident in an earlier part
of his life when he had sailed from England to Hiod, in which country he had filled up with
twenty-six casks of oil. After that his orders weéoecross the North Sea and meet a certain vessel
which would await him off Aldborough. This last-ntemed craft would give Hartley's vessel the
signal by lowering her jib three times.

A more tragic story was related by George Bridgetslesman of the Port of London. He showed
that it did not always "pay" to be diligent in anéuty, for he quoted the case of a Captain Mercer,



in the employ of the Custom House, who did now dreh make a seizure, but he "was broke for
doing his duty"; and when Mercer came into Corktle® occasion in question, the mob set upon
him so that he was compelled to escape into thefihéouse. The mob then surrounded the house
in their thousands until the sheriff intercededviliem. They were wild with fury and threatened to
pull the house down, until the sheriff gave thes dath that Captain Mercer should never again be
guilty of seizing the wool which the smugglers lemdieavoured to export. But the mob afterwards
went to Passage and took holdrafssp Custom House officer named May. They brought flirtin
from his house, cut out his tongue, and cut off &ss, one of which the witness said he
remembered seeing nailed on to the Cork Exchangey @iragged the man with a rope round his
neck, gave him several blows, hurled him into tkery and finally the poor fellow died of his ill-
treatment. Although handsome rewards were offevedhie discovery of the offenders, yet no one
ever came forward.

One could quote similar instances of the vehemafdde smugglers from other sources. For
instance, on February 2, 1748-49, the CollectahefPort of Penzance wrote to the Board to give
them some idea of the people among whom he hadtk. WThe insolence," he said, "of some of
the smuglersdic] and wreckers in this neighbourhood is run to sad¢teighth, that tho our officers
have from time to time secured severall Hogsheiadss been by force taken from them [again],
‘and the officers forced to save their lives." g again on the 14th December, the same
correspondent added that "the smugglers never bdhaith more insolence than at present, or was
it ever known to be carried on with more audaciesstl’ mentioning also that the previous night
the snovis] Squirrel of North Yarmouth had driven ashore loaded witbhaago of brandy. The
country-folk [pg 67had immediately boarded her, stripped the mastesvefything valuable, and
then carried off all the brandy they could lay theands on, and, in their haste, had set fire ¢o th
rest of the cargo, so that at the time of writihg tvhole ship was in flames. He mentioned also a
couple of months later the difficulty he had towsecarrests of smugglers, for even when he had
obtained warrants for the apprehension of eighttnmagorious men, the constables excused
themselves from doing their duty in serving the raats, and pretended that the eight men had
absconded.

And anyone who cares to examine the Treasury Ban#dsPapers for this period will find similar
cases. In July of 1743 some smugglers had seizedtistom House boat at Dover and coolly
employed her for their own purposes in running & Custom officers deemed matters to be in
such a state that they begged that a man-of-wahtnbg stationed on that coast to prevent
smuggling. Similarly in January of 1743-44, durengkirmish near Arundel between the preventive
men assisted by some dragoons against a band gfggems; the latter had wounded three of the
soldiers and carried off an officer and two othexgibons on board the smugglers' cutter. This was
Nno unique occurrencggg 6sfor sometimes the contraband runners, when intatiataptured the
would-be captors, hurried them out to sea, and, theving bound the unfortunate victims with a bit
of spare rope and having tied a piece of ballagitieéo live bodies, they would be hurled overboard
into the sea, and the soldier or preventive manldvaever be seen or heard of again unless his
lifeless body were cast upon the beach. At Folkestabout this time, three men were carried off
by the smugglers in trying to effect an arrest, Hresupervisor at Colchester had been also carried
off, but afterwards he had been released on pramisot to mention the smugglers' names. It was
bad enough, therefore, for the Revenue men whenhhbd the assistance of the dragoons, but it
was infinitely worse when they had to contend aldreere is an almost pathetic petition from the
Folkestone riding-officers sent on New Year's D&$4-45, begging for military assistance against
the smugglers, as although there were soldien®séat at Dover yet they were unobtainable, since
they refused to march more than five miles.

And it was just as bad, if not worse, about thmsetiin the Isle of Man, for the latter's inhabitants
consisted almost exclusively of smugglers and tfailies, some of whom had long since been
outlawed from England and Ireland. So rich and peosus, indeed, had these Manxmen become



by means of smuggling that theg eswere recognised with a degree of importance whiels w
almost ludicrous. The two deemsters (or deputy-guws) of the island even countenanced and
protected the men, who would often assemble togédhecheme and drink to the damnation of His
Britannic Majesty. Unhindered in their nefariousriwoable to obtain all the cargo they required
from France and the Channel Isles; able, too, natheir contraband into the west of England, they
waxed exceedingly independent and wealthy. At Dagithey had built themselves a good quay for
the shelter of their ships and for conveniencamding their cargoes, the only drawback being that
the harbour dried out at low water.

It happened that on the 26th of June 1750, thattatagow, commanding H.M. cruiser
Sinceritys] was, according to the orders received from ther@o® Customs, on duty in Douglas
Roads. A notorious Irish smuggling wherry cameranf Ireland and ran under tBéncerity'sstern,
while the smugglers "with opprobrious, treasonaaie abusive language abused His Majesty King
George and all that belonged to or served under'hiims, of course, was too much for any naval
officer to endure, and Captain Dow immediately eauthe ship to come alongside, and, after being
rummaged,[pg 70she was found to have concealed in a jar of buatile-twenty-five English
guineas tied up in a bag. There were also papel®ard which proved that this money was to be
expended in the purchase of brandies and teaafd.that, having obtained these articles, she was
then to return to Ireland. The English captainé¢fme promptly seized both money and papers.

On the same day that this incident occurred a Ddtwigef7] also came into Douglas Roads
loaded with prohibited goods from Holland. As sa@mhe had noticed her come to anchor Dow
sent his boat to board her with his mate and six,namd to examine and see if she had the
prohibited goods on board which were suspecteshdfhad, then she was to be seized. At the same
time Dow had requested Mr. Sidebotham, his Majesifficer in the Isle of Man, to cast off the
Sincerity'sheadfast and sternfasts from the shore. But tperea riotous and angry mob, fearing
that the cruiser should be able to get under waiggh seize the Dutch dogger, refused to allow
Sidebotham to let go the ropes. Armed with bludgeonuskets, swords, and stones they rushed
down on to the quay, and did all they could to éothe cruiser on shore by aiming showers of
stones at the cruiser's mgg 71and restraining Sidebotham in his endeavour to theiBincerity
They even carried the latter away by force, and &ed bruised him in the most brutal manner.

Captain Dow, realising that the intention of thelmweas to get th&inceritystranded, determined
to cut his cable and exhorted them in his Majestgsie to disperse, to which they paid not the
slightest attention except to send more showessarfes on to the cruiser's decks. Seeing from afar
what was happening, the mate and six men who hewl $ent to board the dogger now returned to
the Sincerity Whereupon the dogger, perceiving her chance, jpilgrgot under way. As the crowd
on shore still continued to pelt his ship with gsrand had already wounded two of his crew, the
cruiser's commander fired amongst them. For a tah&ast, this dispersed them, and so Dow was
able to get his vessel clear. He immediately prdeddo follow the Dutch dogger, and chased her
until she had, perforce, to run herself on to theds at Ramsey to the north of the island.
Determined not to be beaten, Dow now sent his raateten men on board her, seized her, and
marked her in several places with the sign of ath@rrow to denote her capture.
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"Dow sent his mate and ten men on board her."

But when the mate came to open the hatches senfettad islanders who had been secreted on
board, with the assistance of two boat-loadp®f2armed men who had rowed off from the shore,
seized the mate and his men, and threatened thheyf resisted they would kill them. Being
completely overpowered, the eleven naval men werapelled to yield and be carried ashore,
where they were shut up in cellars and finally iearidown to Castletown Castle. Meanwhile, the
smugglers set to work on the dogger's cargo arakthit safely. A few days later six of the eleven
were released, but the other five were detained Gaptain Dow should refund the twenty-five
guineas he had seized from the Irish wherry. Ireotd give him a fright they also sent word that
the five men should be trieghg 73pefore one of their Courts of Judicature on thdoWwing
Thursday, were he to fail to send the money. A<tain declined to accede to their demands, the
five prisoners were on July 5 brought up and reredrtdl a month later. Finding it was impossible
to obtain their release the commander of $irecerityweighed anchor and ran back to Ramsey to
take in the six released men, and then, sailingsdaaaVhitehaven, arrived at that place on the 10th
of July.

We need not say more. The story is sufficient widate the utter state of lawlessness which
prevailed there. Peopled by outlaws and by the sotifdrance, Holland, Ireland, Scotland, and
England, they were a pretty tough proposition. Tkiglence was rivalled only by their impudence;
and fleets of wherrigg would sail in company into Ireland and Scotlandded with cargoes of
cheap brandy, which had been brought from HollamdHat purpose. As a means of checking these
Manx smugglers it was suggested that the Engliske@onent should employ a number of tenders
in this neighbourhood, since they drew less watantthe sloops-of-war and so would be more
useful for a locality that was not well suppliedthvdeep harbours. Moreoverg 74these tenders
would be well able to take the ground in the harbauhich dried out. Such craft as the latter were



of about 160 tons, mounted twelve to fourteen agaiguns, and were manned by a captain, second
officer, two mates, two quartermasters, a gunnbnaswain, carpenter, surgeon, and forty seamen.

From the south-east corner of England came repottsnuch better. Just before the close of the
year 1743 the Surveyor at Margate and his men wete@n duty along the coast one night when
five of them came upon a gang of about twenty-meugglers. An encounter quickly ensued, and
as the latter were well armed they were, by thgaesior numbers, able to give the officers a severe
beating, especially in the case of one unfortuhateose head is in such a miserable condition that
the Surveyor thought proper to put him under thre cha surgeon."” Both this Surveyor and the one
at Ramsgate asserted that the smugglers were agmdato travel in such powerful gangs, and at
the same time were so well armed, that it was isiptesto cope with them, there being seldom less
than thirty in a gang "who bid defiance to all tfécers when they met them."

On the 7th April 1746, the Collector and Controltdrthe Customs at Sandwich wrote to the
Board:

"We further beg leave to acquaint ygag 7sHonours that yesterday about four o'clock in the
afternoon a large gang of near 100 smugleig yvith several led horses went thro' this town into
the island of Thanet, where we hear they landed twods, notwithstanding that we took all
possible care to prevent them.

"P.S—This moment we have advice that there is a garRp06fsmugglers more at St. Peter's in
the Isle of Thanet."

Seven months later in that year, at nine o'cloak davember morning, a gang of 150 smugglers
managed to land some valuable cargo from a coupteitters on to the Sandwich flats. Several
Revenue officers were despatched into the coumtrythfe purpose of meeting with some of the
stragglers. The officers came into collision withparty of these men and promptly seized two
horse-loads of goods consisting of five bags ofaed eight half-ankers of wine. But they were
only allowed to retain this seizure for half-an-hounasmuch as the smugglers presently
overpowered the Revenue men and wrested back bloeity. The preventive men were also
considerably knocked about, and one of them hathbi®b badly dislocated. The officers declared
that they knew none of the people, the latter bee supplied not with firearms but with great
clubs. A fortnight later, just a few miles fartt@dong the coast, a gang of 150 smugglers succeeded
in landing their goods at Reculvegrg 7enear Birchington; and ten days later still anoth&ng of
the same size was able to land their goods neagsiate, between the North Foreland and
Margate. But it cannot be supposed that the Reveffieers were not aware of the approach of
these incidents. The fact was that they were la littcking in courage to face these problems on
every occasion. Indeed, they were candid enougddtoit that they dared not venture near these
ruffians "without the utmost hazard of their liveBut the riding-officers were not solely to blame,
for where were the Custom House sloops? How wéself were always absent at these critical
times? Indeed, the Collector and Controller infodnmbe Commissioners that not one of these
sloops had been seen cruising between SandwicReqwvers for some months past.

This complaint about the cruisers was made in Mdre#7, and in that same month another
gang, two hundred strong, appeared on the coasthisuime, after a smart encounter, the officers
secured and placed in the King's warehouse a tté@aocds well as other goods, and three horses. A
day or two later a gang of smugglers threatenedesoue these goods back again. The property
formed a miscellaneous collection and consistetiftyf pieces of cambric, three bags of coffee,
some Flemish linen, tea, clothes, pistols, a bldnges, and two musquetoons. To prevent the
smugglers[pg 77carrying out their intention, however, a strong mguavas formed by an
amalgamation of all the officers from Sandwich, Rgate, and Broadstairs, who forthwith
proceeded to Margate. In addition to these, it araanged that Commodore Mitchell should send
ashore from the Downs as many men as he could.spaigeunited front was therefore successful,
and for once the smugglers were overmatched. Andfdwu a piece of bad luck, or sheer



carelessness, a couple of years later a smartreapight well have been brought about. It was one
day in August when the officers had received infation that a gang of twenty men and horses had
appeared near Reculvers to receive goods fromter¢hat was seen to be hovering near the coast.
The smugglers on shore were cute enough to lobateofficers, and by some means evidently

signalled to the cutter, for the latter now putsga again and the gang cleared off. Although for
some time after this incident both officers andgdiens patrolled the coast in the neighbourhood no
one was ever fortunate enough to gather informagitrer as to the cutter or the people who had
vanished into the country with such rapidity.

And yet in spite of the very numerous sympathisérh these illicit importers possessed, yet of
course there were some individuals who were as ragainst them as any officer of the Customs.
In the neighbourhood of Plymouth legitimate traete7shad suffered a great deal owing to these
practices. The mayor, aldermen, and merchants tasBawere at last compelled to send a
memorial to the Lords of the Treasury complainihgttin the rivers adjacent to that place there
were several creeks and inlets which were beingentddconsiderable use by the smugglers for
landing their goods. Especially was this the cgs¢he river Tamar, and all this had been and was
still "to the great prejudice of the fair traderslanerchants.” They pointed out that a great dieial o
consisted of clandestine running from ships in Smeind, Hamoaze, and other anchorages round
about there. Large quantities of French liningspesi and brandies were being run ashore with
impunity and speedily sold in the adjacent townsarveyed some distance into Devonshire. The
mayor therefore begged the Treasury for three iadait Custom officers consisting of an inspector
of roads and two tide-waiters to be establisheSadttash, but the Treasury could not see their way
to grant such a request.

But in other parts of the country the roads werpt laarefully watched to prevent goods being
brought inland. The coaches which ran from DovelLémdon with passengers who had come
across from the Continent were frequently stoppedhe highway by the riding-officers and the
passengers searched. Harsh as this mode of precety seem to us to-day, yet it was rendered
[Pg 79necessary by the fact that a good many professaamgakrs of contraband goods were wont to
travel backwards and forwards between England anokd. Some years later, for example, when
the Dover coach was stopped at "The Half-Way HAusdpreigner, who was travelling by this
conveyance and had been able to evade the Custeansh at Dover, was found to be carrying two
gold snuff-boxes set with diamonds, four locketsoaset with diamonds, eighteen opals, three
sapphires, eight amethysts, six emeralds, two &gamnd one thousand two hundred torquoises—
all of which were liable to duty.

And thus the illegal practices continued all rotinel coast. From Devonshire it was reported that
smuggling was on the increase—this was in the amitofrl 759—and that large gangs armed with
loaded clubs openly made runs of goods on the shioeefavouritelocale being Torbay, though
previously the neighbourhood of Lyme had been thealaim of these men who had sailed as a
rule from Guernsey. All that the Collector couldygast was that an "impress smack” should be
sent to that district, as he promised that thenmmis offenders would make excellent seamen.

There was an interesting incident also off the medst coast of England, where matters were
still about as bad as ever. We referred some pbgels to the capture of a Dutch dogger [off
gojthe Isle of Man; we shall now see another of theaét seized in the North Sea. Captain Bowen
of the sloo@Prince of Waleshearing that the dogg®ioung Danielvas running brandy on the coast
near to Newcastle, put to sea in search of hercatee up with a number of those cobbles—open
boats—which are peculiar to the north-east coasttimugh at one time they were used as far south
as Great Yarmouth. The cobbles which he was ablenteycept had just been employed in
transferring the contraband from the dogger tostih@re. Bowen captured one of these small craft
with a dozen casks aboard. Another was forced asintt secured by the land officers. Meanwhile,
the Dutchman stood out to sea so that he mighbleeta draw off the spirits from large casks into
smaller ones, which were the better fitted for ingrashore. It was found afterwards that he had



large numbers of these lesser casks, and duringetleming she put about and crept stealthily in
towards the shore again until she approached wabwut a mile of the mouth of the Tees. Her
intention was to run the rest of her cargo undeecof darkness, and her skipper had arranged for
large numbers of men to be on that coast readgdeive and carry off these casks. But Bowen was
determined to head her off this project. An exgtrhase followed, during which—to quote an
official report of the time—the dogger did heg s1pest "to eat the sloop out of the wind," that is to
say sailed as close to the wind as she could tiavidle hope of causing her adversary to drop to
leeward. For seven hours this chase continuedafbert that duration thBrince of Walesaptured
the Young Danielight leagues from the shore. This is not a lititeresting, for inasmuch as the
chase began when the dogger was a mile from theéhmafuthe river, the vessels must have
travelled about 23 statutory miles in the time, abhivorks out at less than 3-1/2 miles an hour. Not
very fast, you may suggest, for a Revenue cuttéorathe Dutchman either. But we have no details
as to the weather, which is usually bad off that p&the coast in February (the month when this
incident occurred), and we must remember that tiggers were too bluff of build to possess speed,
and the time had not yet arrived when those mustefeRevenue cutters with finer lines and less
ample beam were to come into use.

FOOTNOTES:

[5] A snow was a vessel with three masts resembliagrin and foremast of a ship with a third and kmal
mast just abaft the mainmast, carrying a sail gesanhilar to a ship's mizzen. The foot of this mass fixed

in a block of wood or step but on deck. The head atgached to the afterpart of the maintop. Thleveas
called a trysail, hence the mast was called aitrgsast. (Moore'sMidshipman's Vocabulary 805.)

[6] It was the frequent custom at this time to spdaltamps as cruisers.

[7] A dogger was a two-masted Dutch fishing-vesseblysiemployed in the North Sea off the Dogger
Bank. She had two masts, and was very similarkieteh in rig, but somewhat beamy and bluff-bowed.

[8] These, of course, were not the light rowing-baaftshe kind that were in use on the Thames and
elsewhere. The term wherry was applied to varicerskeld fishing-vessels belonging to England, Ireland
and the Isle of Man.



[Pg 82]
CHAPTER YV

THE HAWKHURST GANG

We come now to consider the desperate charactebahd of men who rendered themselves for
all time notorious in the domestic history of ousuatry by acts of unbridled violence and
consummate cruelty.

But before we proceed to relate as fully as ourntéich space will allow the details of these
incidents, it is necessary to remind ourselves @uyaen of the great, solid mass of sympathy, both
active and passive, that was always at the batkeo§mugglers. Without this such daring runs by
night could never have occurred: doubtful of theistance which could be whole-heartedly given
by the people on shore, the seafaring men woulémieave dared to take such enormous risks of
life and goods. Not merely did the villagers conmvd to the shore to help to bring the goods
inland, not only did they lend their horses ands;dsut they would tacitly suffer the smugglers to
hide casks of spirits in wells, haystacks, cellarsj other places. In Cornwall, for instance, fifty
five tubs of spirits were found concealed in a weller the top of which gg 83hay-stack had been
built. This was near Falmouth, one of the most nots of the smuggling localities. And there is
actual record of at least one instance where theasacharged a rent of a shilling a tub for stayvin
away the smuggled goods. In another county a calwadhmost ingeniously been hollowed out
under a pond big enough to hold a hundred casksetitrance being covered over with planks
carefully strewed with mould. So clever and origiwas this idea that it was never discovered for
many years.

But the most notorious, the most formidable, andagdy the most abominably cruel gang of
smugglers which ever achieved notice was the Haveklaontingent. The "Hawkhurst Gang," as
they were known, were a terror to whatever law-aigictitizens existed in the counties of Kent and
Sussex. They feared neither Custom officers natiegl, they respected neither God nor man, and
in the course of attaining their aims they stoppedo atrocity nor brooked any interference from
anyone. By the year 1747 smugglers had becomerswdand committed such terrible crimes that
the only course left open for decent people waddad together in mutual protection. The
inhabitants of one locality joined together unde title of the "Goudhurst Band of Militia," their
leader being a man named Sturt, a native of Gostlhwho had recently obtained his discharge
from the Army. But thigpg 84union became known to the smugglers, who waylaie ohthe
militia, and by means of torture the whole of trefethders' plans were revealed. After a while he
was released and sent back to inform the milia the smugglers on a certain day would attack the
town, murder all its inhabitants, and then burnglaee to the ground.

The day arrived and both forces were preparedt 8ad gathered his band, collected fire-arms,
cast balls, made cartridges, and arranged entrezrdisimwhen, headed by one Thomas Kingsmill,
the Hawkhurst gang appeared in order to make thekatBut after a smart engagement in which
three were killed and many wounded, the smugglenewiriven off, whilst others were captured
and subsequently executed.

Kingsmill escaped for a time, and became the leafiéhhe famous attack on the Poole Custom
House in October 1747. Another of the gang was daRexin and belonged to Chichester. Perin
was really a carpenter by trade, but after beirflictefd with a stroke of the palsy, he became
attached to the smugglers, and used to sail wémtto France to purchase goods that were to be
smuggled, such as brandy, tea, and rum. Now ineSer of 1747 Perin went across the Channel
in a cutter called’he Three Brotherdoaded up with the above commaodities, and wasosghing



the English coast when he was met with a rebuff. Gaptain William Johnsongg sswho held a
deputation from the Customs to seize prohibiteddgpgot to know of Perin's exploit, and on the
22nd of this month, whilst cruising in the PoolevBeue cutter, sightetlhe Three Brothert the
eastward of Poole. Whereupon the smuggler begleepand, running before the wind, fled to the
N.N.W. From five in the afternoon till eleven atght the Revenue cutter, with every stitch of
canvas set, chased her, and after firing seved$ staused her to heave-to. Johnson then boarded
her, and found that the tea was in canvas andkmildsags, but Perin and the crew of six had
escaped imhe Three Brotherboat. However, Johnson captured the cutter wittchego and took
the same into Poole. The two tons of tea, thirtyersasks of brandy and rum, together with a small
bag of coffee, were conveyed ashore and lockedigbysin the Poole Custom House. Such was the
introduction to the drama that should follow.

Enraged at their bad luck, the smugglers took csluttgether. They assembled in Charlton
Forest, and Perin suggested that they should gokbady and, well-armed, break open the Poole
Custom House. So the next day they met at Rowla@aktle with swords and firearms, and were
presently joined by Kingsmill and the Hawkhurst garTill night had fallen they secreted
themselves in a wood, and eventually reached Patoldeven o'clock at night. Two of thery
gsjmembers were sent ahead to reconnoitre, and relpthré¢ a sloop-of-war lay opposite to the
guay, so that her guns could be pointed againstitioes of the Custom House; but afterwards it
was found that, owing to the ebb-tide, the gunthefsloop could not be made to bear on that spot.
The band, numbering about thirty, therefore roderdto spot, and while Perin and one other man
looked after their horses, the rest proceeded ¢oGbstom House, forced open the door with
hatchets and other implements, rescued the te@nfag packages of the latter on to their horses,
with the exception only of 5 Ibs. The next mornittiey passed through Fordingbridge in
Hampshire, where hundreds of the inhabitants stowtwatched the cavalcade. Now among the
latter was a man named Daniel Chater, a shoemakeatte. He was known to Diamond, one of
the gang then passing, for they had both workedth®y once at harvest time. Recognising each
other, Diamond extended his arm, shook hands, feevthim a bag of tea, for the booty had been
d|V|ded up so that each man carried five bags dbgr
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A Representatlon of ye Smugglers breaklng opemr\yzés Custom House at Poohaust



After the Poole officers discovered what had hapdeto their Custom House, there was not
unnaturally a tremendous fuss, and eventually thng)'& proclamation promised a reward for the
apprehension of the men concerned in the deed.iddptfappened for months after, but at lagt
g7IDiamond was arrested on suspicion and lodged ich@éktier Gaol. We can well imagine the
amount of village gossip to which this would giveer Chater was heard to remark that he knew
Diamond and saw him go by with the gang the veny after the Custom House had been broken
open. When the Collector of Customs at Southamigimmed this, he got into communication with
the man, and before long Chater and Mr. Williaml&aivere sent with a letter to Major Battin, a
Justice of the Peace for Sussex. Galley was a3astom House officer stationed at Southampton.
The object of this mission was that Chater's ewideshould be taken down, so that he might prove
the identity of Diamond.

On Sunday February 14, then, behold these two mtimg out for Chichester. On the way they
stopped at the White Hart Inn, Rowland's Castleydfreshment. But the landlady suspecting that
they were going to hurt the smugglers, with theitran of a woman and the sympathy of a mother
decided to send for two men named Jackson andrCaaethis Mrs. Paine, a widow, had two sons
herself, who though nominally blacksmiths wereantfsmugglers. Jackson and Carter came in, to
whom the widow explained her suspicions, and thwsemen were presently followed by others of
the gang. Before very long they had got into cosaton with Galley angbg 8sChater, and plied
them with drink, so that they completely gave awlag nature of their mission, and after being
fuddled and insulted were put to bed intoxicatefteirAa while, they were aroused by Jackson
brutally digging his spurs on their foreheads dmhtthrashing them with a horse-whip. They were
then taken out of the inn, both put on to the séimese, with their legs tied together below the
horse's belly. They were next whipped as they \a&rig, over the face, eyes, and shoulder, till the
poor victims were unable to bear it any longer, amdast fell together, with their hands tied
underneath the horse, heads downwards. In thigigmoghe horse struck the head of one or the
other with his feet at every step. Afterwards theckguardly tormentors sat the two men upright
again, whipped them, and once more the men fellndovith heels in air. They were utterly weak,
and suffering from their blows.

Mr. Galley and Mr. Chater put by ye Smugglers oa blorse near
Rowland Castle.
A. Steele who was Admitted a Kings Evidence BelHirry. C. lackson
D. Carter E. Downer. F. Richards. 1. Mr. Galley.N. Chater.



Galley and Chate‘alllng off their Horse aWoodash draggs thelr Heads
on the Ground, while the Horse kicks them as he;ghe Smugglers still
continuing their brutish Usage.

We need not enlarge upon the details, some of wdnieltoo outrageous to repeat. After a while
they thought Galley was dead, and laid him acrosgh&r horse, with a smuggler each side to
prevent him falling. They then stopped at the Rezh] at Rake, knocked up the landlord, drank
pretty freely, and then taking a candle and spadgalhole in a sand-pit where they buried him.
But at a later date, when the body was exhumedastseen that the poor man had covered his eyes
[Pg 89with his hands, so there can be little doubt bat Galley was buried alive.

As for Chater, they delayed his death. Throughoonhdhy they remained drinking at the Red
Lion, discussing what to do with him, Chater bemganwhile kept secured by the leg with an iron
chain, three yards long, in a turf-house. At defdight they agreed to go home separately so that
the neighbours might not be suspicious of theireabs. On Wednesday morning they again
repaired to the Red Lion, after having left Chatethe charge of two of their number. Then, having
discussed what should be done with Chater, someswggested that a gun should be loaded with
two or three bullets, and after having tied a l@tgng to the trigger, each member of the gang
should take hold of the string together, and smivecequally guilty of the poor man's death. But
this idea was unwelcomed, as it was thought it @quit Chater too quickly out of his sufferings.
Meanwhile, Chater was visited at various timeggteive kicks and severe blows, and to be sworn
at in the vilest and most scurrilous language.
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Chater Chained in ye Turff House at Old Mills's Gpp
kicking him & Tapner, cutting him Cross ye Eyes &3¢,
while he is saying the Lords Prayer. Several obtyeer

smugglers standing by.

One of the gang now came up to him, and utteringath, brandishing aloft a large clasp-knife,
exclaimed: "Down on your knees and go to prayesswith this knife | will be your butcher.”
Terrified at the menace, and expecting momentoilyie, Chater knelt down on the turf and began
to [pg 90pay the Lord's Prayer. One of the villains got bdhand kicked him, and after Chater had
asked what they had done to Galley, the man whooeafonting him drew his knife across the
poor man's face, cut his nose through, and almaisbath his eyes out. And, a moment later,
gashed him terribly across the forehead. They gieneeded to conduct him to a well. It was now
the dead of night, and the well was about thirgt deep, but without water, being surrounded with
pales at the top to prevent cattle from fallingTihey compelled him to get over, and not through



these pales, and a rope was placed round his tieckther end being made fast to the paling. They
then pushed him into the well, but as the rope svest they then untied him, and threw him head
foremost into the former, and, finally, to stop gi®anings, hurled down rails and gate-posts and
large stones.
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Chater hanging at the Well imaby HoLT Park, the Bloody Villains Standing by.
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The Bloody Smugglers flinging down Stones afterythad flung his Dead Body into the Well.
| have omitted the oaths and some of the worsufeatof the incident, but the above outline is
more than adequate to suggest the barbarism of af Imen bent on lawlessness and revenge.

Drunk with their own success, the gang now wenuakath even greater desperation. Everybody
stood in terror of them; Custom officers were sghitened that they hardly dared to perform their
duties, and the magistrates themselves were eduiglhtened to convict smugglers. Consequently

the contraband gangs automatically increaseegtmgreat numbers. But, finally, a reward of £500
was offered by the Commissioners of Customs foratinest of everyone of the culprits, and as a
result several were arrested, tried, convicted, exetuted. The murderers were tried at a special
assize for smugglers held at Chichester, beforeetjudges, and the seven men were sentenced to
death. William Jackson died in prison a few houtsrasentence. He had been very ill before, but
the shock of being sentenced to death, and to beg afterwards in chains and in ignominy, rapidly
hastened his death, and relieved the executionarlefst one portion of his duty. He had been one
of the worst smugglers in his time, and was evéned among thieves, for he would even steal his
confederates' goods. Between the sentence anatinddn execution a man came into the prison to
measure the seven culprits for the irons in whlodirtbodies were subsequently to be hung by
chains. And this distressed the men more than angtse, most of all Jackson, who presently
succumbed as stated.

Mills, senior, had gradually been drawn into theuggling business, though previously he had
been quite a respectable man. After giving up acmaggling, he still allowed his house to be
used as a store-place for the contraband goodssdtisRichard, also one of the seven, had been
concerned in smuggling for years, and was a ddeligw. John Cobby, the third of the culprits,



was of ajpg 92weaker temperament, and had been brought undenftoence of the smugglers.
Benjamin Tapner was especially penitent, and "hagdkegoung people would take warning by his
untimely fate, and keep good company, for it wasd t@mpany had been his ruin." William Carter
complained that it was Jackson who had drawn himayafsom his honest employment to go
smuggling, but John Hammond was of a more obduratere, and had always hated the King's
officers.

According to the testimony of the Rev. John Smythp visited them in gaol, all the prisoners
received the Holy Communion at ten o'clock, the mmag after being sentenced to death. All the
prisoners except the two Mills admitted that thepetved the sentence, but all the surviving six
acknowledged that they forgave everybody. On Jani8@y 1748-9, they were executed. The two
Mills were not hung in chains, but having neitheerid nor relation to take them away their bodies
were thrown into a hole near the gallows, into whitso was placed Jackson's body. Carter's body
was hung in chains on the Portsmouth Road, neae;Ralat of Tapner on Rook's Hill, near
Chichester; those of Cobby and Hammond on the sast mear Selsey Bill; so that from a great
distance they could be observed across the sd@elshtps as they went by east and west. Later on,
John, the brother of Richard Mills, and one ofdglaeg, was also arrested. When the above thgee
o3]judges were travelling down to Chichester for thal tof the seven men, John had intended
waylaying their lordships on Hind Heath, but hisnganions had refused to support him. But soon
after his father's and brother's execution he m#t @ man named Richard Hawkins, whom he
accused of having stolen two bags of tea. Hawkersadl it, and was brutally and unmercifully
thrashed to death in the Dog and Partridge Innliad& Common, his body being afterwards
carried a dozen miles, thrown into a pond, withe®attached, and then sunk. John Mills was
convicted and hanged at East Grinstead, and aftesw@mained hanging in chains on Slindon
Common. Other members of the gang were also atresied at the same assizes as highwaymen,
and then executed.

Later on, two of the smugglers who had given eweeagainst the men that were hanged at
Chichester, gave information also, which led to dnest of Kingsmill, Perin, and two others who
had been concerned in breaking open the Poole Quliimuse. Kingsmill, Perin, and one other
were hanged at Tyburn in April of 1749; the othemmhowever, was pardoned. Thus at length this
dreaded Hawkhurst Gang was broken up.



[Pg 94]
CHAPTER VI

THE REVENUE CRUISERS

We drew attention some time back to the assistancasionally rendered by soldiers when the
Riding officers were about to arrest smugglerslyEarthe year 1740, or about the close of 1739,
Thomas Carswell, one of the Revenue officers staticat Rye, was murdered, and a corporal and
three dragoons whom he had taken to his assisteereebadly wounded, and a large quantity of tea
that had been seized was rescued. It was afteiinttident that Revenue officers of this port—
perhaps the most notorious of all the south-easigging territory—were ordered that in future
when they went forth to make seizures they welaiee with them an adequate military force, and
to this end they were to make previous arrangemeitiisthe commanding-officer of the forces in
that district.

But in spite of the seizures which the officers kamd from time to time effected, and
notwithstanding the shortcomings of the Custom léatrsisers in regard to speed, and the frequent
negligence of their commanders, it still remaingtthat these cutters and sloops, at any rate until
[Pg 95@bout the year 1822 (when the Coastguard servisansttuted) continued to be the principal
and the most important of all the machinery sehotion against the smugglers. We have seen this
service in working order as far back as the yeda4dl@at any rate, when the fleet consisted of only
hired vessels. We have also seen that they weréogetpin sufficient numbers all round the coast,
and that the Customs authorities, not content mecehire such vessels, also presently obtained
some of their own. It is possible that the smacksenwsed for such service even before the date
1674—perhaps very soon after Charles came to thedh-but there are no existing records of this
to make the matter certain. The Revenue prevemtork, in so far as the cruisers were employed,
was carried on by a mixed control, and embracedeparate and distinct types:—

1. There were the English Custom House smacksersytind sloops, some of which were hired
vessels: others were actually owned by the Englisstoms Board.

2. There were the English Excise cruisers, whichews®ntrolled by the English Excise Board.
They appeared to be very similar to the craft anfist class.

3. There were the Scottish Customs cruisers, utidecontrol of the Scottish Customs Board.
The official at the head of these was known asAidpent for yachts.

[Pg 96Y. There were the Scottish Excise cruisers, cdetidly the Scottish Excise Board.
5. There were the Irish Revenue cruisers, conttdiiethe Irish Customs and Excise.

6. And lastly, there were these vessels of the RNgay which were employed to assist the
Revenue, such vessels consisting of ships of ftierate, sixth-rate, and especially the armed
sloops.

In the present volume it has been necessary, owirntge limits of our space, to restrict our
consideration of cruisers chiefly to the most impot of these, viz. those of the English Custom
House and those of the Royal Navy. Under such &adniule it was obvious that many difficulties
arose, and that the clashing of interests was miotquent. For instance, between the English
Custom House cruisers and the English Excise caitbere was about as much friendship as there
exists usually between a dog and a cat. Similagkyvben the former and the Naval cruisers there
was considerable jealousy, and every display df peanpous, bombastic exhibition of character
which was such a feature of the life of the eightleeentury, and the first years of the next.



Although the Revenue cruisers were employed prignand ordinarily for the purpose of
protecting the revenue, yet from time to time twegre mobilised for coast defence. On different
occasions during the eighteenth century they weye7jent to the Admiralty, and well supplied
with men and arms in readiness for actual warfafer the third quarter of the eighteenth century
these Revenue cruisers seem to have been buileatey numbers and with some improvement as
to design, which, seeing that they had so frequdrgen left well astern by the smuggling cutters,
was more than necessary. There was issued in N@reoflidl 780, by the Board of Customs, an
interesting letter that shows how closely thesésers approximated to vessels of war, even when
they were not under the jurisdiction of the AdntyalThis letter was sent to the Collector and
Controller at the different English Customs podad began by referring to the fact that many
applications had been made to the Board askingipgion to take out Letters of Marque. It will be
remembered that this was a time when wars seemgal oo interminably, and there had been only
a few brief intervals of peace ever since the Afglach wars began. The Commissioners replied
that they had no objection to the commanders otthesers providing themselves with Letters of
Marque, if done at the latter's own expense "duprgsent hostilities": but the Board declined to
bear any part of the expense for any damages tiggt e sustained in an engagement where no
seizure had been made and brought into port foreach of the Revenue laws, so long as a
commander should continue to hold these LetteMarfjue. It wasjpg 98jn fact, a basis of no cure
no pay. Each commander was, further, strictly eigdinot to quit his station and duty as a Revenue
officer "under pretence of looking for capturespéing our resolution to recall the permission
hereby granted, as soon as it shall be discovarady instance to be prejudicial to our service."

But this war-like and semi-war-like service wasimhy subservient to their ordinary work. It is
evident from the correspondence of the Customsdoéthis same year, 1780, that their minds
were very uneasy. The smugglers, far from showmgstackening, had become more active than
ever. These men had, to quote the words of the Gssioners, considerably increased the size and
force of their vessels; they had also added ta thenber of both men and guns. They had become
so violent and outrageous, they had acquired sdraudacity as to "carry on their illicit designs in
sight of the Revenue cruisers,” and "whenever tieye appeared within a certain distance have
actually fired into and threatened to sink them.slich cases as these, it was reported to the Board
the mariners on board these cruisers have frequesftised to bear down and repel their attacks,
explaining their conduct by saying that no proussiwas made for their support in case they
received injury during these encounters. To meeh @abjections as these the Board resolved to
allow the sum of £10 per annum to every marimgroosemployed on board their cruisers who
should lose a hand or foot, or receive any greajery by firearms "or other offensive weapons of
the smugglers while in the actual execution ofrtdety so as to disable them from further service;
and we have also resolved to pay the surgeons'fbilisuch of the mariners as may receive slighter
wounds." But it was stipulated that no allowances wabe paid unless certificates were produced
from the commanders of these cruisers.

And before we go any further with the progresshefse cutters, let us afford actual instances of
the kind of treatment which had led the Board t&enthis allowance to its men. Three years before
the above resolution, that is to say on April 2471, Captain Mitchell was cruising in command of
the Revenue cuttédwallowin the North Sea. Off Robin Hood's Bay he feliwith a smuggling
cutter commanded by a notorious contraband skipperwas known as "Smoker," or "Smoaker."
Mitchell was evidently in sufficient awe of him tgive him a wide berth, for the cruiser's
commander in his official report actually recordbdt "Smoker" "waved us to keep off'! However,
a few days later, th8wallow when off the Spurn, fell in with another famowsugigler. This was
the schooneKent of about two hundred tons, skippered by a mamwknas "Stoney." Again did
this gallant Revenue captain send in his repattieceffect that "as their guns were in readinesd, a
[Pg 100pt the same time waving us to go to the Northwarel,were, by reason of their superior



force, obliged to sheer off, but did our best endess to spoil his Market. Thersif] being a large
fleet of colliers with him."

But that was not to be their last meeting, for oay\2, when off Whitby, th&wallowagain fell
in with the Kent but (wrote Mitchell) the smuggler "would not les come near him." The
following day the two ships again saw each othed, @so on May 13, when off Runswick Bay. On
the latter occasion thiéent "fired a gun for us, as we imagined, to keep fartllom him." The
same afternoon thewallowchased a large lugsail boat, with fourteen handeer, and supposed to
belong to theKent But the Swallow was about as timid as her name, for, accordindneo
commander, she was "obliged to stand out to sedinfy that by the force they had in their boat,
and a number of people on shore, we had no chdrattacking them with our boat, as they let us
know they were armed, by giving us a volley of dnaams." None the less tt#wallowhad also
fourteen men as her complement, so one would Hegght that this chicken-hearted commander
would at least have made an effort to try conclusio

No doubt, theKent was a pretty tough customer, and both skipperhasdrew likewise. But
there was something wanting in Captain Mitchety 101For consider another of the latter's
exploits. It was the last week of September of Hzame year, and the scene had again the Yorkshire
coast for its background. During the evening thepied what they rightly believed to be a
smuggling cutter. They got as far as hailing heit, bs it was very dark, and t&svallowdid not
know the force of the cutter, Mitchell "thoughtiost prudent to leave her," and so came to anchor
in Saltburn Bay. But the smuggler had not done \hik enterprising gentleman; so the next day
the smuggler came into the bay, stood down undksdil, and came charging down on to the poor
Swallow striking her on the quarter, the smuggler swegterrible oaths the meanwhile, that if
Mitchell did not promptly cut his cable—it was tldays of hemp, still—and hurry out of that
anchorage, he would sink him. What happened, doagh@ Of course th8wallowought to have
been under way, and should never have been lyerg tfshe was acting contrary to the orders of
the Board. But what must we think of a captain whbnly awaits the on-coming of a smuggler's
attack? Why, so soon as tBevallowespied him approaching, did he not up anchortIsai$s, and
go to meet him with his crew at their stations, gaods all shotted? But even after this gross insult
to himself, his ship, and his flag, was the comneauad a Revenue sloop to obey?



"Came charging down ... striking her on the quarter

Yes—it is shameful to have to recagrg 102jt—Mitchell did obey. True, he didn't cut his cable
but he soon tripped his anchor and cleared outr@dered. The pooBwallowhad been damaged
both as to her tail and her wings, for the smugglead injured the stern, taken a piece out of the
boom, and carried away the topping-lift. But evitieim those days the Revenue service attracted
into its folds men of the type of Mitchell. Takeetltase of Captain Whitehead of the Revenue
cruiserEagle Espying a smuggling vessel, he gave chase, amtually came up with her, also off
Saltburn. Whitehead hailed her, but tirg 103smuggler's skipper replied—one cannot resist a
smile—"with a horrid expression," and called hismte arms. The smuggler then fired a volley
with muskets, wounding one of tligagle'screw. Presently they also fired their swivel-gutt)
which Captain Whitehead thought it prudent to gedayfrom her as fast as he could, the greatest
part of his people having quitted the deck."

The smuggler continued to fire at the retreatingisar, and chased thgagle for a whole hour
after. The cutter turned out to be that which Malitihad encountered on April 24, 1777, and her
skipper was our friend "Smoker" again. This smugglraft was described as a stout cutter of 130
tons, and a crew of upwards of forty men. She edrfourteen carriage guns, four three-pounders,
as well as a great number of swivels. "Smoker's! rame was David Browning, and he was
recognised by th&agle'screw from his voice, which was familiar to seveséithem. During that
affray the Revenue cruiser received about twenbt Bhher sails, about a dozen in her boat, and



half as many in her fore-and main-mast. She alsbhes mizzen halyards shot away. From these
details it would seem that she was dandy-riggedt th to say, she had a mizzen or jigger in
addition to her cutter rig, and on this jigger wibbk set a small lugsail as was the old custom.

Following on Mitchell's meeting with thiéent we have a record belonging to July of that same
[Pg 104year—1777. This time a different result was to caabeut. For instead of acting single-
handed, the sloopBrince of Walesand theRoyal George-both being employed by the Scottish
Excise Board, aided by H.M.®elican and Arethusa—four of them—at last managed to capture
this schooner. She was found to be armed withesixteur-pounders and twenty swivel-guns, and
also had a large stock of gunpowder, blunderbusses muskets. "Stoney" was taken out of her,
and he was said to be an outlaw whose real nam&easye Fagg. The guns and ammunition were
taken ashore and put in the King's warehouse dt Hidl the crew of thirty-nine were placed on
board theArethusa Among these prisoners were those who had murdeigrdgoon the previous
year, while the latter was assisting a Custom efffat Whitby. The arrest of these men was all the
more interesting for a reward of £100 for theirtcap had been long outstanding.

The capture of th&enthad been effected as follows: the two Excise ersisvere off St. Abb's
Head on July 8, and hearing that #hent had been seen off Flamborough Head they sailetth sou
and off Filey fell in with her. On being hailed,ettsmuggler beat to quarters, shouting to the
cruisers. "Fire, you ——, and be —— to you." Thetleatt once commenced and continued
smartly for an hour, when thHeelicancame up to give assistance to the two cruisers KEmt, [Pg
105big as she was, now used sweeps—it was reminisgdethe days of Elizabethan galleasses—
and drew away. However theelican (a frigate) overhauled her, and tAeethusawhich had also
come up gave valuable aid as well. The two navplatas allowed the cruisers to seize Kent
and to take her into Hull, but the prisoners weué gn board thé\rethusaas stated. Th&ent's
master and four of the men had been killed. It &khbe added that the day before this incident the
Pelicanhad also chased th&ent out of Bridlington Bay, so the smuggler must hawvene further
north in the meanwhile, thus meeting the two Ssbttiruisers bound south. The hatches oKidnat
were found to be unbattened, and her cargo in ghsatder. The latter consisted of 1974 half-
ankers, and a large amount of tea packed in oHs&gs to the number of 554. This schooner had
been built at that other famous home of smuggleotkestone. She was specially rigged for fast
sailing, her mainmast being 77 feet long, and hamrfboom 57 feet. It was found that her sails
were much damaged by shot. Her mainmast was shmigh in two places, and her main-boom
rendered quite unserviceable. Ship and tackle agpeaised at £1405, 16s., so with the addition of
her cargo she represented a fair prize.

But "Smoker" was still at large even though "Stdheys a prisoner. It was in April of 1777,
when Captain Mitchell had fallen in with him gffg 106Robin Hood's Bay. A month later the
Collector of Hull wrote up to the Board to say tlaalarge lugger had been seen off Whitby, and
well armed. She was described as "greatly an owelthéor any of the Revenue cruisers, "or even
for a joint attack of two of them": and that as doas she and the armed cutter commanded by
Browning, alias "Smoker" continued so daringly to "insult" the sts there was little prospect of
success. For six months past the Revenue cruiadradt been able to make any seizures, because
these smuggling craft not only brought over vasamies themselves, but protected the smaller
ones from the attempts of the Revenue cruisersedk later, and we find that Mitchell was every
bit as slack as before. This is made quite cleamfia letter which the Collector of Hull was
compelled on November 12 (1778) to write. In tipgste he informs Mitchell that either he or his
mate, one of them, must remain on boardShallowat night, when lying in the Humber. For it
appeared that two days earlier both were ashoreidriner who had the midnight watch on board
the cruiser saw a vessel, supposed to be a privataae right up the Humber into Hull Roads, sail
around the naval tender there lying, then sail dotlve Swallow and finally down the river again.
Although there were twelve or fourteen men on thepssed privateer's deck, yet tBeallow's
watchman did not even hail hgrg 107Mitchell and his mate being ashore all the while.



Such incidents as the above show that there unddlybtvas cause for the complaints of the
Customs Board that the commanders of their cruisers not doing all that might have been done
towards suppressing the evil at hand. On the dihed, it was equally true that the delinquents
with whom these commanders had to contest were paricularly virulent and villainous type.
Thus, between the negligence of the one side, lameérterprise of the other, his Majesty's revenue
had to suffer very considerably. No better instant¢he potency of this lawlessness could be
afforded than by an event which happened in thensemof 1777. Everyone knows, of course, that
those were the days when men had to be impresgethim service of the Navy, so that, when any
of these hardy smugglers were captured, they waheakle acquisitions to the Service, and far
more useful than many of the disease-stricken cwewsh so often had to be shipped to make up a
man-of-war's complement. In the year we are spgakfna number of smugglers who had been
captured on the North Sea were put on board H.Mleed_ively by Captain O'Hara of the Impress
service, the intention being to convey these meone of his Majesty's ships at the Nore. The
tender got under way and was proceeding to heindéisin when[pg 108the smuggler-prisoners
mutinied, overpowered tHavely'screw, and carried thevely into Flushing.

And similar examples of the impudence and violewsicether North Sea smugglers could also be
guoted. On the 7th of May 1778, Captain Bland hefMermaidRevenue cruiser, was off Huntcliff
Fort, when he sighted a smuggling shafmpBland promptly bore down, and as he approached
hailed her. But the shallop answered by firing aaldiside. The Revenue cruiser now prepared to
engage her, whereupon the shallop hoisted an Bngésnant, which was evidently a signal for
assistance, for a large armed cutter promptly appeand came to the shallop's rescue. Seeing that
he was overmatched, Bland, therefore, sheeredafing the same month Captain Whitehead, of
the Eagle to whom we have already referred, reported tleaséildom went for a cruise without
being fired on, and he mentioned that sometimesetlsnuggling vessels carried musket-proof
breast-works—a kind of early armour-plating, intfac

The principal rendezvous of the smuggling crafttiie North Sea was Robin Hood's Bay.
Whenever the cruisers used to approach that thghérugglers would sail out, fire upon them, and
drive them along the coast. Before firing, the sgleig always hoisted English colours, and on one
occasion a smuggling craft had the temgrtyio9to run alongside a Revenue cruiser, hail her, and
in a derisive manner ordered the commander to kenthoat aboard. We spoke just now of the
superior sailing qualities which these smugglingftcfrequently possessed over the Revenue
cruisers, and on one occasion, in the North Seantaster of a smuggling shallop, when being
pursued, impudently lowered his lugsail—that woldhis mizzen—to show that the cruiser could
not come up and catch him. And lest that dishoriwaracident previously mentioned, of a cruiser
being ordered out of Saltburn Bay, may be thoughmeae isolated event, let us hasten to add that
the cruiseMermaidwas lying at anchor off Dunstanburgh Castle, aNlorthumbrian coast, when
Edward Browning came alongside her in an armedighalamed thePorcupine belonging to
Sandwich. He insisted on tivermaidgetting up her anchor and leaving that regiorhéotise he
would do him a mischief." Indeed, were these fawd$ shown unmistakably by actual eye-
witnesses to be the very reverse of fiction, onghiindeed feel doubtful as to accepting them. But
it is unlikely that cruiser-commanders would go otitheir way to record incidents which injured
their reputation, had these events never in reaiturred.

Some idea of the degree of success which smuggésegels attained during this eighteemth
110Icentury may be gathered from the achievements aitter which was at work on the south
coast. Her name was tisaift and she belonged to Bridport. She was of 100 bamthen, carried
no fewer than 16 guns and a crew of fifty. Durihg tyear 1783 she had made several runs near
Torbay, and on each occasion had been able todaodt 2000 casks of spirits, as well as 4 or 5
tons of tea. Afterwards the whole of this valuatéego had been run inland by about 200 men, in
defiance of the Revenue officers. Then there wadkimger a bigger craft still, of 250 tons. She
carried an enormous crew for her size—nearly 1008—+apunted 22 guns. She had been built at



Cawsand, that village which in smuggling days atdiso much notoriety, and stands at the end of
a delightful bay facing the western end of PlymoBteakwater. This vessel had a successful time
in landing cargoes to the east of Torbay withowtina the lawful duty. And there were many
fishing-boats of from 18 to 25 tons, belonging wmday, which were at this time accustomed to run
across the Channel, load up with the usual comicaband then hover about outside the limits of
the land. When they were convinced that the coastalear of any cruisers they would run into the
bay and land, sink or raft their cargoes, accortlingrcumstances.

And now, leaving for the present actuey 111pkirmishes and chases in which the Revenue
cruisers were concerned, let us look a little nzbosely into their organisation. From the report by
the Commissioners appointed to examine the PuldenéAnts of the kingdom, and issued in 1787,
it is shown that the Custom House cruisers wetevofclasses: (1) Those which were owned by the
Board, and (2) Those which were hired by contrAat as to this latter class there was a further
subdivision into two other classes; for one sectibthese vessels was furnished by the Crown, no
charge being made for the hire. But her outfit, fkure repairs, in addition to the wages and
victualling of the crew, and all other expensestengaid out of the produce of the seizures which
these cruisers effected. After this, if anythinghnaéned beyond these deductions, the residue was to
be divided between the Crown and the contractory @éen, of course, when a fine haul was made
of a £1000 worth of cargo, there was quite a nitke Isum for both parties to the contract, and a
few other, smaller, seizures during the year wanéke the business quite a profitable undertaking.
But when the amount of seizures was not suffictentlefray the expenses the deficiency was
supplied by the contractor and Crown in equal progaes. That, then, was one of these two
subdivisions of contracted cruisers.

But in the second of these the contractor provittex vessel, for which he was paid tire
112lsum of 4s. 6d. a ton per lunar month. It may seerirs that this was poor remuneration,
especially when one recollects that to-day, whem @overnment hires liners from the great
steamship companies, the rate of payment is £1opgper month. In the case of even a 10,000-ton
liner there is thus a very good payment for abburtyt days. But in the case of a cutter of 100 tons
or less, in the eighteenth century, 4s. 6d. pemag seem very small in comparison. However, we
must bear in mind that although for this money ¢batractor was to find the outfit of the vessel,
and be responsible for all repairs needed, yeatbeesaid contractor might make a good deal more
in a lucky year. It was done on the following bagisom the produce of the seizures made by this
subdivision of cruisers all remaining charges addél to those mentioned above were paid, but the
surplus was divided between the Crown and contra€tws the latter stood to gain a large sum if
only a moderate number of seizures had been madeahare was, by this method, every incentive
for the hired cruisers to use their best endeavmueidfect captures. Still, if there was a deficgn
instead of a surplus, this was also shared by dmttracting parties.

In the year 1784 there were, reckoning all claséé<ruisers employed, and 1041 men as crews.
Of these cruisers the Commander, [fhe113Chief Mate and Second Mate, and, in certain vessels
the Deputed Mariners, were all officers of the Gust. In the case of the first class of cruisers—
those which were on the establishment—these offieere appointed by the Board pursuant to
warrants from the Treasury. In the case of the regedhose which were hired by contract—the
officers were appointed by the Customs Board. Tdpain of the cruiser was paid £50 per annum,
the chief mate either £35 or £30, and the crew wah paid £15. But, as we shall see from a later
page, the rate of pay was considerably increasex g@ars afterwards. The victualling allowance
was at the rate of 9d. per diem for each man omdh@ad an allowance of 1s. each was made by
the lunar month for fire and candle. This last-nmregd allowance was also modified in the course
of time. Some idea as to the seriousness, fromamdial point of view, of this cruiser fleet may be
gathered from the statement that these 44 vesssistee Government for a year's service the sum
of £44,355, 16s. 1d.



The largest of these forty-four cruisers was Repulse 210 tons. She carried 33 men and was
stationed at Colchester. Her cost for this yeaB4)ivas £1552, 16s. 8d. She was not one of the
hired vessels, but on the establishment. Nextaa same thdartar, 194 tons, with 31 men, her
station being Dover. She was on the establishnnti4and her annual cost was £1304, 6s. 2-
1/2d. Of the same tonnage was 8peedwellwhich cruised between Weymouth and Cowes. There
was also th&Rose 190 tons, with 30 men, stationed at Southamptemg on the establishment
likewise. Next to her in size came tbdigence 175 tons, with 32 men. She cruised between Poole
and Weymouth. She was one of the hired vesselswasdin 1784 removed from Weymouth to
have her headquarters at Cowes. The smallest tifeatiruisers at this time was tNemblg 41 tons
and a crew of 30. She also was a hired craft. lttios was at Deal, and her annual cost was
£1064, 9s. 9d. for the year mentioned.

But though there was less expenditure needed abti®et, these contract ships were not
altogether satisfactory: or rather it was the mettian the cruisers themselves. For if we have any
knowledge at all of human nature, and especiallyhef dishonest character which so frequently
manifested itself in the eighteenth century, we reaaily imagine that the contractor, unless he was
a scrupulously honourable man, would naturally sode to the temptation to economise too
strictly regarding the keeping the ship in the bmmidition of repair; or he might gain a little by
giving her not quite a sufficiently numerous crettwis saving both wages and victuals. For the
Crown allowed a certain number of men, and paidiHfercomplement which they were supposed to
carry.

[Pg 115]Therefore, since this arrangement was marked bgusedrawbacks, the contract system
was discontinued, and at the beginning of 1788diftcontracts were ended, and five other cruisers
contracts were not renewed when they expired ihyear. All the cruisers in the employment of
the Customs Service were now placed on the edtaidist, and the practice of paying the charges
and expenses out of the King's share of the conddrgnods was rescinded. In the year 1797 the
number of Customs cruisers was 37, the commandang lappointed by the Treasury; and it may
be not without interest to mention the names, tganand guns of some of those which were on the
books for that year. There was tigjilant, which was described as a yacht, 53 tons, 6 guns13
men; theVigilant cutter, 82 tons, 8 guns. During the winter seadmn cruised with ten additional
hands off the coasts of Essex, Kent, and SussexeT™as another, tHailigence given as of 152
tons; theSwallow 153 tons and 10 guns; thevely, 113 tons, 12 guns, and 30 men. Bvaft 52
tons and 8 men, used to cruise between the Dowhsh@nLong Sand (to the North of the North
Foreland at the mouth of the Thames). Some of itienames under the former dual system are
seen to be commemorated in thienble (41 tons, 2 guns, 15 men). Her station was Dewl,she
used to cruise between the Forelands. Téxar of this period was of 100 tongg 116had 10 guns
and 23 men. But th&reyhound probably one of the fastest cruisers, was of 808, mounted 16
guns, and carried 43 men. Her cruising ground vedwden Beachy Head and the Start, and her
station at Weymouth. A much smaller craft was theserBusy(46 tons and 11 men). Her cruising
was in a much smaller area—around Plymouth SouddCanwsand Bay.

Owing to the fact that commanders had been wonotiem to run into port for real or imaginary
repairs, the Commissioners decided that in futufeen a cruiser put in, she was to inform the
Collector and Controller of that port by means ef hommander, and both to give his reasons for
coming in, and to estimate the length of time he likeely to remain in port, before his being able
to sail again.

With regard to the prize-money which these cruiseese able to make; before the year 1790
there had been a diversity of practice in the nuthiosharing. In allotting rewards to officers for
seizing vessels which afterwards had been takerthwt Revenue Service, it had formerly been the
practice to deduct the whole of the charges ouhefofficers' moiety of the appraised value. But
from April 14, 1790, "for the encouragement of geézing officers," the charge was deducted from
the total appraised value, and the seizing offieeee to be paid a moiety of the net producesgif



117jany. It had also been the custom to allow the cona®es of Admiralty cruisers permission to
use seized vessels as tenders. But from May 6,, 180 practice was also discontinued by the
Board, who ordered that in case any such vessels a@ employed at the different ports, the
commanders were to deliver them up "with their kacpparel, and furniture,” to the Collector and
Controller of Customs.

We referred some time back to the fact that themeeRue cruisers at times were mobilised for
war, and also that to them were granted Lettetdarfjue. In this connection there is to be noted an
interesting warrant, under the King's sign-mandated June 11, 1795, which reads:—

"Whereas the Commissioners of our Treasury haveesepted unto us that the cutters in the
service of our Revenues of Customs have captureeraeShips and Vessels belonging to the
enemy, and have recommended it unto us to issugvaurant to grant the proceeds of the Prizes
that have been or shall be taken by the cuttetBarservice of our Customs, granted to the cutters
capturing such prizes respectively, and the exgensé¢he proceedings, in regard thereto, among
officers and crews of the vessels in the sear@duofCustoms, who made the said captures, together
with the head-money, in ghg 118rases where head-money is or may be due by law....

"Our will and pleasure is that the proceeds ofatth Prizes as have been or shall be taken from
the enemy in the course of the present war, bydlters in the service of our Revenue of Customs,
after deducting all expenses of the Letters of Margranted to the cutters capturing such Prizes
respectively, and the expenses of the proceedmigegard thereto, together with the head-money in
all cases where head-money is or may be due byslaal be distributed in the manner following;
that is to say":—

The Commander 14/32 ds.

Mate 7/32 ds.

Deputed Mariner, or deputed mariners if moB232 ds., exclusive of their
than one shares as Mariners.
Other Mariners 8/32 ds.

If there is no deputed Mariner,

The Commander 1/2
The Mate 1/4
Mariners 1/4

It may be mentioned, in passing, that a "deputedfimer was one who held a deputation from
the Customs Board. Another warrant, similar to abeve, and to the same effect, was issued on
July 4, of that memorable year 1805. In July of 7,#8e Customs Commissioners drew attention to
the third article of the "Instructions for tirgy 119C0ommanders and Mates of the Cruisers employed
in the service of this Revenue," reminding thent tha commanders, mariners, and mates were in
no case to be allowed to participate in the offitshares of seizures made by the crews of the
cruisers unless the first-mentioned had been dgtpadsent at the time when the seizure was made,
or could afford satisfactory proof that they wercessarily absent on some duty. Therefore the
Board now directed that, whenever the crews ofctliésers made a seizure, a list of the officers
who were not actually on board or in the boatshef ¢ruisers at that time was to be transmitted to
the Board with the account of the seizure. Thelofed the other instruction which has already been
alluded to. In order that the station of the afar@scruisers may never be left unguarded by their
coming into port for provisions, or to be cleaneudl aefitted, or for any other necessary purpose,
the commanders were instructed to arrange with ediobr "that nothing but absolute necessity
shall occasion their being in Port at one and #mestime."



It will be recognised that the object of this wqossible, to keep the officers of the cruisems o
board their vessels, and at sea, instead of evering into port. For it would seem that by more
than one of these gentlemen the work of cruisindemalf of the Revenue Service was regarded
too much in the light of a pleasant, extengegli2oyachting trip, with an occasional chase and
seizure of a smuggling craft to break the monotointheir existence and to swell their purses. But
such a pleasant life was not that contemplatedh&yCuustoms authorities.

FOOTNOTES:

[9] "Shallop, a sort of large boat with two masts, aadally rigged like a schooner."MoORE



[Pg 121]
CHAPTER VII

CUTTERS AND SLOOPS

We have spoken during the preceding chapters ofetfenue cruisers sometimes as cutters and
sometimes as sloops. For the reason that will ¢pilbkcome apparent let us now endeavour to
straighten out any confusion which may have arisghe mind of the reader.

Practically, sloops and cutters of these days waeeand the same, with very minor differences.
In a valuable French nautical volume published7B3], after explaining that the cutter came to the
French from England, the definition goes on toesthat in her rigging and sail-plan she resembles
a sloop, except that the former has her mast loraget inclined further aft, and has greater sail-
area. The cutter also has but little freeboard,iamder to carry her large sail-area she drawsemo
water. This authority then goes on to mention twth craft as these cutters are employed by the
smugglers of the English Channel, "and being ablearry a good deal of sail they can easily
escape from the guardships. The English Governnienthe same reasofrg 122maintain a good
many of these craft so as to stop these smugglers.'"English authority, Falconer, described the
cutter as having one mast and a straight-runningspat that could be run inboard on deck. But for
this, and the fact that the cutter's sail-area haeger, these craft were much the same as sloops.
Falconer also states that a sloop differs fromteecty having a fixed steeving bowsprit and a jib-
stay. Moore, who was also a contemporary, makesagioefinitions in almost identical language.
The real difference, then, was that the cutter ¢auh her bowsprit inboard, but the sloop could
not.

Now, in the year 1785, a very interesting matterupied the attention of the Board of Customs
in this connection. It appeared that in an impdrtaal concerning a certain vessel the defence was
set up that this vessel had changed her charagtso hltering her "boltsprit" that it became fixed
and could not be run inboard. It was found thawddich her owners had done was to pass an iron
bolt through the bits and heel of the bowspritncleng it. The defendant insisted that thus he had
rendered it a complete standing "boltsprit,” and aaunning one: and that, therefore, by such
alteration, his vessel became transformed fromtigrcto a sloop. And, according to the definitions
which we have just brought forward, one would hakeught that this was a good defence.
However, the Crown thought otherwigey 123and contended that the alteration was a mere evasio
of the Act in question, and that the vessel renthiaecutter because such fastening could be
removed at pleasure, and then the "boltsprit” wauld in and out as it did before the alteration.
The jury also took this view, and the cutter, whtblbught herself a sloop, was condemned. The
Revenue officers and commanders of Admiralty slowpse accordingly warned to make a note of
this. For a number of years the matter was evigdeft at that. But in 1822 the Attorney and
Solicitor-General, after a difficult case had beaised, gave the legal distinction as follows, the
matter having arisen in connection with the liceagsof a craft: "A cutter may have a standing
bowsprit of a certain length without a licence, bl distinction between a sloop and a cutter
should not be looked for in the rigging but in theld and form of the hull, and, therefore, when a
carvel-built vessel corresponds as to her hull whnusual form of a sloop, she will not merely, by
having a running bowsprit, become a cutter wittie meaning of the Act of the 24 Geo. lll. cap.
47, and consequently will not be liable to forfegtdor want of a licence." From this it will be see
that whereas Falconer and other nautical authsnigked on the fixing of the bowsprit to determine
the difference, the legal authorities relied onféedence in hull. The point is one of great intre
and | believerg 124the matter has never been raised before by anymmodeitical writer10]



As to what a Revenue cutter looked like, the ilasbons which have been here reproduced will
afford the reader a very good idea. And these @asupplemented by the following description
which Marryat gives inThe Three Cutterdt should be mentioned that the period of whiehi$
speaking is that which we have been contemplatiteggend of the eighteenth century.

"She is a cutter," he writes, "and you may know #iee belongs to the Preventive Service by the
number of gigs and galleys which she has hoistedllupund her. She looks like a vessel that was
about to sail with a cargo of boats: two on decie astern, one on each side of her. You observe
that she is painted black, and all her boats algew8he is not such an elegant vessel as the,yacht
and she is much more lumbered up.... Let us goaamdb You observe the guns are iron, and
painted black, and her bulwarks are painted reid; bt a very becoming colour, but then it lasts a
long while, and the dockyard is not very generoush® score of paint—or lieutenants of the navy
troubled with much spare cash. She has plenty of, raed fine men they are; all dressed in red
flannel shirts and blue trousers; some of them hantetaken off their canvas grg 12s5tarpaulin
petticoats, which are very useful to them, as toeyin the boats night and day, and in all weathers
But we will at once go down into the cabin, where shall find the lieutenant who commands her,
a master's mate, and a midshipman. They have kartiumbler before them, and are drinking gin-
toddy, hot, with sugar—capital gin, too, 'bove gdrabis from that small anker standing under the
table. It was one that they forgot to return to @estom House when they made their last seizure.”

In 1786, by the 26 Geo. lll. c. 40, section 2Av#as made lawful for any commander of any of
his Majesty's vessels of war, or any officer bynthauthorised, to make seizures without a
deputation or commission from the CommissionethefCustoms. Those were curious times when
we recollect that apart altogether from the menvaf-of varying kinds, there were large numbers
of armed smuggler-cutters, Custom-House cutters Vatters of marque, privateers, and even
Algerine corsairs from the Mediterranean, in thaglisth Channel. It is to-day only a hundred and
fifty years ago since one of these Algerine cratswrecked near Penzance in the early autumn.

We mentioned just now the Act of George Ill. whigquired craft to be licensed. This was
another of the various means employed for the mteme of smuggling, and since the passing of
this Act those luggers and cutters which engagedz2sjn the running of goods endeavoured to
evade the Act's penalties by possessing themselvéseign colours and foreign ship's papers.
Now, as a fact, by far the greater part of suclit trelonged to Deal, Folkestone, and other south-
coast ports of England. Their masters were alsm floe same localities, and very few of them
could speak Dutch or French. But for the purposewafding the English law they got themselves
made burghers of Ostend, and notwithstanding tieat trews were for the most part English they
designated their craft as foreign.

During the year 1785 it happened that two of thessido-foreign smuggling craft were chased
by an English frigate. Owing to the fact that thgdte had no pilot on board, one of these vessels
escaped, but the other, after a chase lastinghiives, realised that she would soon be overhauled.
Her master, therefore, threw overboard his cargthadrigate fast approached, and in company
with a number of his crew took to his large bodteTugger, after no fewer than twenty shots had
been fired at her, hove-to. On taking possessidhefugger and examining her papers it appeared
that her master's name was the very English-sognthiomas March, and yet he described himself
as a burgher of Ostend, the vessel being ownednbgrahant. The master's excuse was that he was
a pilot-boat cruising with a number of pilots onabs, and for this reason[fg 127was decided to
give him the benefit of the doubt and not detaim.hBut the frigate's captain had noticed that
before the lugger had hove-to during the eveniq@gr of the cargo had been thrown overboard.
The following morning, therefore, he proceeded oartd a Revenue cutter, "went into the track
where the cargo was thrown overboard,"” and was tabfend just what he had expected, for he
located and drew out of the sea no fewer than &lfeeinkers of foreign spirits.



This precedent opened up an important questionjffar neutral vessel, or indeed any craft
similarly circumstanced as the above, were to anoffidhe English coast it was hardly possible to
detect her in running goods, as it seldom took nimee an hour to land a whole cargo, owing to the
great assistance which was given from the peopl@shore. For, as it was officially pointed out,
as soon as one of these vessels was sighted 3p&meuld usually be relied on with 200 or more
carts and waggons to render the necessary sefheeefore the commanders of the cutters sought
legal advice as to how they should act on meetiitg Wwggers and cutters without Admiralty
passes on the English coast but more or less pedt@gth foreign papers and sailing under foreign
colours.

The matter was referred to the Attorney-Generalp vgave his opinion that vessels were
forfeitable only in the event of their being tiwg 128property in whole or part of his Majesty's
subjects; but where the crew of such a vessel apgpedl to be English subjects, or at any rate the
greatest part of them, it was his opinion thateheas a sufficient reason for seizing the vessel if
she was near the English coast. She was thenlioobght into port so that, if she could, she might
prove that she belonged wholly to foreigners. "AtiBin subject,” continued the opinion, "being
made a burgher of Ostend does not thereby ceabe tosubject. Vessels hovering within four
leagues of the British coast, with an illicit caygs that of this vessel appears to have been, are
forfeited whether they are the property of Britangoreigners.”

It was not once but on various occasions that thetdins Board expressed themselves as
dissatisfied with the amount of success which tleeilisers had attained in respect of the work
allotted to them. At the beginning of the year 1782y referred to "the enormous increase of
smuggling, the outrages with which it is carried tve mischiefs it occasions to the country, the
discouragement it creates to all fair traders, thedorodigious loss the Revenue sustains by ité' Th
Board went on to state that "diligent and vigoreusrtions by the cruising vessels employed in the
service of the Customs certainly might very muchsém it." The Commissioners expressed
themselves as dissatisfied with the lack of sugcasd[pPg 129prdered that the officers of the
Waterguard were especially to see that the commaamtte mate of every Revenue vessel or boat
bringing in a seizure were actually on board wheshsseizure was made.

A few days later—the date is January 16, 1788—tbar® having received information that
great quantities of tobacco and spirits were alioube smuggled in from France, Flanders,
Guernsey, and Alderney, warned the Preventive erfiof the various ports, and directed the
commanders of the Admiralty cruisers, which happete be stationed near the ports, to be
especially vigilant to intercept "these attemptshaf illicit dealers, so that the Revenue may reot b
defrauded in those articles to the alarming degfrdeas hitherto been.” And the officers were
bluntly told that if they were to exert themseluweguarding the coast night and day such fraudulent
practices could not be carried on in the shamefhmer they now were. "And though the Riding
officers may not always have it in their power &ze the goods from a considerable body of
smugglers, yet if such officers were to keep a hfalceye on their motions, and were to
communicate early information thereof to the Waterg, they may thereby render essential
service to the Revenue."

When the soldiers assisted the Revenue officemsalking seizures on shore it was frequently the
case that the military had difficulty in recoverimg 130from the Revenue men that share of prize-
money which was their due. The Collector of eactt mas therefore directed in future to retain in
his hands out of the officers' shares of seizuoesigch as appeared to be due to the soldiers, and
the names of the latter who had rendered assistamce to be inserted in the account of the
seizures sent up to headquarters. But the jealotifiye military's aid somehow never altogether
died out, and ten years after the above order thagestill delay in rendering to the army men their
due share of the seizures.



The commanders of the Revenue cruisers were tdtéeép an especial watch on the homeward-
bound East Indiamen to prevent "the illicit praetidhat are continually attempted to be committed
from them." Therefore these cruisers were not emlywatch these big ships through the limits of
their own station, but also to keep as near therarwimder sail as possible, provided this can be
done with safety and propriety. But when the Eadiadmen come to anchor the cruisers are also to
anchor near them, and compel all boats and veseeiing from them to bring-to in order to be
examined. They are "then to proceed to rummage boeaks and vessels. And if any goods are
found therein they are to be seized, together \hh boats in which they are found." The
importance of this very plain instruction is expkd by the further statement that "someraf
131the commanders of the cruisers in the service@Révenue endeavour to shun these ships, and
thereby avoid attending them through their station.

On Christmas Eve of 1784 the Customs Commissiaersword to all the ports saying that they
suspected that there were a good many vesselsaatsl @mployed in smuggling which were thus
liable to forfeiture. Therefore, within forty-eighours from the receipt of this information sent by
letter, a close and vigorous search was to be adee most active and trusty officers at each port
into every bay, river, creek, and inlet within ttistrict of each port, as well as all along thestpa
so as to discover and seize such illegal vesselshaats. And if there were any boats quartered
within the neighbourhood of each port, timely netaf the day and hour of the intended search was
to be sent by the Collector and Controller in cdefice to the commanding officer only, that he
might hold his soldiers in readiness. Yet, agam Board exhorted the Revenue officers "to exert
yourselves to the utmost of your power ... and asvery probable that the places where such boats
and vessels are kept may be known to the officérs ave long resided at your port, you are to
acquaint such officers that if they value theirreltters or employments, or have any regard to the
solemn oath they took at their admission, we expleey will, on this occasionpg 132pive the
fullest and most ample information of all such piscand will cheerfully afford every other aid and
assistance in their power, to the end that theszsdels and boats may be discovered and seized.

"And to prevent them from being launched into thetex, and carried off by the smugglers after
seizure, you are to cause one of the streaks &kesy or planks to be ripped off near the keel,
taking care at the same time to do as little otfjery to each boat as possible.”

We now come to witness the reappearance of arrieladf of whom we last made mention in the
North Sea. The year we are now to consider is 1@88,the 15th of July. On that day H.M. cutter
Kite was sailing from Beachy Head to the westward. @desed to the southward of the Isle of
Wight without sighting it, as the weather was thickter in the day it cleared as they got neahéo t
Dorsetshire coast, and about 7.30 P.M., when therg Wwetween Peveril Point (near Swanage) and
St. Alban's Head, and it was clearer and stillmght, the ship's surgeon discovered a vessel some
distance away on the weather bow. The weather badcteared so much that the house on the top
of St. Alban's Head was quite visible. The surgealted the attention of a midshipman on board to
the strange vessel. The midshipman, whose nam€waelius Quinton, took a bearing, and found
[Pg 133that the stranger bore W.S.W. from the cutter,\wad steering E.S.E. He also took a bearing
of Peveril Point, which bore N.%2W., and judged #meuggler to be about 9 miles from Peveril
Point. About 8 o'clock the cutter began to givesehand this continued until 11 P.M., the course
being now S.E. After a time the lugger hauled ymant, so that she was heading S.E. by S., the
wind being moderate S.W. During the chase the ludgeher best to get away from the cutter, and
set her main topsail. The cutter at the time wa$erg but when she saw the lugger's topsail going
up she shook out her reefs and set her gaff topsaias some little time before tlgte had made
up her mind that she was a smuggler, for at fingt was thought to be one of the few Revenue
luggers which were employed in the service. AbdubTlock, then, th&ite was fast overhauling
her, notwithstanding that the lugger, by luffing tlyat extra point, came more on the wind and so
increased her pace. It was at first a cloudy niglmted-perhaps that may have made Kite's



skipper a little nervous, for he could hardly neéede reefed in a moderate breeze—but presently
the sky cleared.

As theKite approached she hoisted her signals and fired &ehghot. (As there is a good deal
of confusion existing concerning the signals of tié Revenue cutters, it is worth noting that
although it was night these signals wegrg 134gisplayed. | make this statement on the
unimpeachable sworn evidence of #ige's crew, so the matter cannot be questioned.) Bapite
of these signals, which every seafaring man of tina¢ knew very well meant that the pursued
vessel was to heave-to, the lugger still held csh taook no notice. After that thi€ite continued to
fire several times from her swivel guns. Latersait theKite came yet closer, the latter hailed her
and requested her to lower her sails, informingdiethe same time that she was a King's cutter.
Still the lugger paid no heed, so the cutter noedfiat her from muskets. It was only after thig tha
the lugger, seeing her chance of escape was gane, up, lowered sail, wore round, and came
under theKite's stern. The cutter hoisted out a boat, the midshipalready mentioned was sent
aboard the lugger, and the latter's master wasghtdo theKite, when whom should they find to
be their prisoner but David Browning, better knoas "Smoker," of North Sea fame? When the
Kite's captain asked for his papers "Smoker" replied leathad no papers but a bill of sale. He was
afterwards heard to remark that if he had undedstbe log line he would not have been so near the
land as he was, and admitted he had been bourkdushing, having doubtless just landed a cargo
on the beach.

The lugger was found to be decked andissclinker-built with a running bowsprit on which she
set a jib. Six carriage guns were also found ondyaaounted on her deck. Four of these guns were
observed to be loaded, three with powder and otie stiot, and they were 4-pounders. After the
capture was made the two vessels lay for a time-4own the heaving sea under the star-specked
sky. The lugger was then put in charge of the mpadehn and a prize crew from the cutter, the
prisoners being of course taken on boardkhe. Both lugger and cutter then let draw their sails,
and set a course N.E. for the Isle of Wight unt{.®1. As it then came on thick the vessels hove-to
until daylight, when sail was made again, the ludgeng sent on ahead to sound, so as to see how
near they were approaching the Isle of Wight. Laterthey found themselves in 12 fathoms and
judged themselves to be near the Owers. Eventula#lying steered about N.N.E. and sighted
Chichester Church in the distance, they went alaogt stood south, the wind having veered to
W.N.W., and at 3.30 P.M. let go anchor in Spithézrdwning in due time appeared in Court, and a
verdict was given for the King, so that at lasstbelebrated smuggler had been caught after many
an exciting chase.

It was not many years after this incident that @ofOcutter named th€harming Mollyarrived
at Portsmouth. A Customs officer went on board d&at found a man named Mayg 136who
produced the key of the spirit-room, saying he waaster of the ship. In the spirit-room the
Customs officer found a hogshead of gin contairtiggallons. May was anxious to show that this
was quite legitimate, as there were sixteen memraband the contents of this cask were for their
use. The Customs officer now inquired if there wag more liquor on the ship, and May replied in
the negative, at first. The officer then said heuldcsearch the cabin, whereupon May added that
there was a small cask which he had picked upaaasd had kept for the crew's use. This cask was
found in May's own state-room, and contained alimate gallons of brandy, though it was capable
of holding another gallon and no doubt recently sadlone. However, May now said that that was
the entire lot, and there was not a drop of angtleilse on board. Yet again the officer was noteto b
put off, and found in the state-room on the larbdoside a place that was locked. May then
explained that this locker belonged to a man na8teatiff, who was at present ashore, and had the
key with him. However May volunteered, if the officsaw fit, to open it, but at the same time
assured him there was no liquor therein. The dffiesisted on having it broken open, when there
were discovered two new liquor cases containing) éaelve bottles of brandy, making in all eight
gallons, and two stone bottles of branely137rontaining five gallons. Even now May assured the



officer that he had no more in the ship, but aftdurther search the officer found twelve dozen
bottles of wine in a locked locker in the cabin.

We need not follow this case any further, but dmea example of deliberate lying it is hard to
beat. Throughout the exciting career of a smugg¥een chased or captured, in running goods by
night or stealing out to get clear of the land befthe sun came up, this one quality of coolness in
action or in verbal evasion ever characterised Hmwas so frequently and continuously face to
face with a threatening episode that he becametoske condition.

FOOTNOTES:

[10] See also Appendix I.



[Pg 138]
CHAPTER VIII

PREVENTIVE ORGANISATION

We have already frequently referred to the Ridifficers who were attached to practically all
the chief ports of England. For the reasons alrepadgn the south-east coast had especially to be
well provided in this respect. And, because of phaximity to the Isle of Man, the Solway Firth
had also to be protected efficiently by these effi¢ additional, of course, to the aid renderethby
cruisers. Wales, however, seems to have beenraftipally unprotected. In the year 1809 there
was inaugurated what was known as the Preventivéerdleard in order to supplement the
endeavours of the cruisers and Riding officers. @dritlis arrangement the coast of England and
Wales was divided into three districts, each ofalhivas under an Inspecting Commander, the
Revenue cruisers being now included in the PreveMiaterguard.

The three districts with the three Inspecting Comdeas were as follows:—

District 1.—Land's End to the Port of Carlisle msive. Inspecting Commander, Captain John
Hopkins.

[Pg 139District 2.—North Foreland to Land's End. Inspegti@ommander, Captain William
Blake.

District 3.—North Foreland to the Port of Berwiakciusive. Inspecting Commander, Captain
John Sayers, "whose duty it is constantly to wata$pect, and report to us [the Customs Board]
upon the conduct of the Commanders of CruisersthadSitters of Preventive Boats along the
district."

For it was because they required a more effectuatral and inspection of the officers employed
in preventing and detecting smuggling that thislirerganisation was made. Certain stations were
also allotted to the commanders of the cruiserthimieach district—two to each station—and the
stations and limits were also appointed for Pravenboats. The "sitters" of the Preventive boats
were those who sat in the stern of these open,dawaft and acted in command of them. The
Collector and Controller were also addressed infdhewing terms, which showed that the Board
were still doing their utmost to rid the servicetlé inefficiency and negligence to which we have
had occasion to draw attention. "You are to obsémeote the Commissioners, "that one material
object of the duty imposed upon the Inspecting Camhers is to see that the cruisers are
constantly and regularly on their stations, unlpssvented by some necessary and unavoidable
cause, angbg 14owith their proper complements of men and boats, iatltey are off their station
or in port personally to examine into the occasibnheir being so, and that they are absent from
their station no longer than is essentially redeisi

At the end of every year the Inspecting Commandere to lay before the Board of Customs the
conduct of the several officers within their distrand the state in which smuggling then was, and
"whether on the progress or decline, in what asichnd at what places carried on." For the Board
was determined "to probe the conduct of the Preveofficers and punish them" for any laxity and
negligence, for which faults alone they would bsndssed. And in order that the vigilance and
faithful duty in the commanders and officers onrdae cruisers "may not be deprived of fair and
due reward" their rate of pay was now increasedettter with some addition made to the
allowance for victualling, "and also to provide ftye certainty of an annual emolument to a fixed
amount in respect to the commanders and mateseldpliowing regulations":—



INSPECTINGCRUISERS
Commander, each per annum, £200 to be made u@ris.
1st Mates, each per annum, £75 to be made up @ it
2nd Mates, each per annum, £50 to be made up tadi75

[Pg 141But these increases were conditional on their igslashares of seizures and penalties, and
all other emoluments of that description not havarmgounted to the salaries now offered. The
deputed mariners were to have £5 or £3 each, par lononth. Mariners who had no deputation
were to have £3 a month, boys on the cruisers £t@pnum. As to victualling, the commanders
and mates were to have 3s. each per diem, matise&d. each per diem. Fire and candle for each
person were to be allowed for at the rate of 1sp&dlunar month.

Under each Inspecting Commander were to be twoetsnid each district, and the mates who
were acting as commanders of these were to hairesthisting £75 a year raised to £150 net in case
their salaries, shares of seizures, and other enwits of that description should not amount to
these sums. Deputed mariners, mariners, boys,allicty, fire, and candle were all to be paid for
just as in the case of the inspecting cruisers @lmgntioned. This was to date from October 10,
1809. A few months later a like improvement was enadthe salaries of cruisers in general, for
from the 5th of January 1810, commanders of theme wo have their £100 per annum raised to
£250 net—the above conditions "in case their sedaghares of seizures,& c." did not make up this
amount being also here prevalent—whilst first matese to be raisegg 142from £60 to £100 net.

If second mates were carried they were to havep€s@nnum, deputed mariners £5 per annum and
£2, 10s. per lunar month. Mariners were to have B, per lunar month each, boys £10 per
annum. Victualling, fire, and candle to be as alyestated.

The early years of the nineteenth century showattte evil of the previous hundred years was
far from dead. The Collector at Plymouth, writing the Board three days before Christmas of
1804, reported that there was a good deal of srmggglone, but that the worst places in his
neighbourhood were two. Firstly, there was thatridiswhich is embraced by Bigbury, the Yealm,
and Cawsand. In that locality the smuggling wasedomvessels of from 25 to 70 tons. But in
summer time the trade was also carried on by opsatsail boats of from eight to ten tons. These
craft used to run across from Guernsey loaded spthts in small casks. Up the river Yealm (just
to the east of Plymouth Sound) and at Cawsand Bagbods were wont to be run by being rafted
together at some distance from the shore and aftdsn'crept” upi(e. by means of metal creepers
or grapnels). The local smugglers would go ouhgirtboats at low water during the night when the
weather and the absence of the cruisers permitiddoeing to land their booty. It appeared that
17,000 small casks of spiritsy 143were annually smuggled into Cawsand and the Yealm.

Secondly, the district to the west of Plymouth emcbrg Polperro and Mevagissey. The
smuggling craft which brought goods to this logalitere fast sailers of from 80 to 100 tons. But
the goods which came into the general district lyfri®®uth were not carried far inland. Those
whose work it was to carry the goods after beingléal were known as "porters,” and were so
accustomed to this heavy work that they could careask of spirits six miles across the country at
a good rate. When it is remembered that these casks made necessarily strong of stout wood,
that they contained each from 5 to 7-3/4 gallonaking a total weight of from 70 to 100 Ibs. at
least, we can realise something of the rude phlysicength possessed by these men.

During this same year the Collector at Dartmoutio akported that smuggling had increased a
good deal recently in the counties of Devon andn@atl. The cutters and luggers from Guernsey
carried their cargoes consisting of from 400 to 8@Rers of spirits each, with a few casks of port
and sherry for the wealthier classes, who winkedhat illicit trade, and some small bales of



tobacco. During the summer the goods were landetth@morth side of Cornwall, between Land's
End and Hartland Point, and thence distributed bgsters to Wales and the ports of the
1441Bristol Channel, or carried inland on the back$wnty or thirty horses, protected by a strong
guard. But in the winter the goods were landedtenghores of the Bristol Channel, the farmers
coming down with horses and carts to fetch the gpwadiich were subsequently lodged in barns
and caves. Clovelly, Bideford, Combe Martin, andlétk were especially notorious in this
connection. These goods were also regularly corvageoss Exmoor into Somersetshire, and other
goods found a way into Barnstable. Coasters onyage from one part of England to another
frequently broke their voyages and ran over to Gsey to get contraband. The Island of Lundy
was a favourite smuggling dep6t in the eighteemthtwry. From Ireland a good deal of salt was
smuggled into Devonshire and Cornwall, the highedumaking the venture a very profitable one—
specially large cargoes of this commodity beinglthnear to Hartland Point. And this Dartmouth
Collector made the usual complaint that the Revenuisers of that period were easily outsailed by
the smugglers.

The reader will recollect those regrettable inctdesn the North Sea belonging to the eighteenth
century, when we had to chronicle the names of @aptMitchell and Whitehead in that
connection. Unhappily there were occasional repestof these in the early part of the nineteenth
century on the south coastdy 145happened that on the 19th of March in the year 1B6Bwan
Revenue cutter, a vessel of considerable sizesfferhad a burthen of 154 tons, a crew of twenty-
three men, and was armed with twelve 4-pounders 9ipounders, and a chest of small arms) was
cruising in the English Channel and found hers#lSevanage. It should be added that at that time
there was a kind of volunteer Preventive Guardaaibus places along the coast, which was known
as the "Sea Fencibles." The Swanage "Fenciblestnmdd Mr. Comben, the cruiser's commander,
that there were three luggers hovering off the t@axl these volunteers offered a number of their
men to reinforce th&wan'screw so that the luggers might be captured. Te @omben replied
with a damper to the volunteers' enthusiasm: Wfak to take them on board and fall in with the
enemy we could not do anything with them."

So theSwansailed away from Swanage Bay to the eastward amidnight made the Needles. It
now fell calm, but the luggers hove in sight angirapched by means of their sweeps. As they
came on, the cutter, instead of preparing to recéiem in the only way they deserved, did nothing.
But one of thé&Swan'screw, whose name, Edward Bartlett, deserves tefembered for doing his
duty, asked Comben if he should fetch the grapecandster from below. Comben merely replied:
"There is more in the cabin thay 146we shall want: it will be of no use; it is all ovetith us."
Such was the attitude of one who had signed irgeraice for the prevention of smuggling craft.
Instead of taking any definite action he waitedpa@@sngly for the enemy to come on. He then
issued no orders to his crew to prepare to endag@jst did nothing and remained inactive under
the white cliffs. But if their commander was a cotaat any rate his crew were determined to
make a contest of it. They had actually to urge torfight, but the luggers were right close on to
the cutter before Comben had given the word. Attt for three-quarters of an hour the crew
fought the ship, and were at their respective @uanvhen Comben actually turned to the luggers
and shouted to them: "Leave off firing; | have skl During the engagement he had shown great
signs of fear and never encouraged his crew tda.figh

Seeing that they were led by a coward, 8vean'screw also took fright and thought it best to
flee. They therefore jumped into the cutter's boamsl rowed ashore, leaving their valiant
commander to look after ttifwanas best he might. She was of course immediat@ipced by the
luggers, and as for Comben, he was taken priscaered to France, detained there, and did not
return to England till after seven years, when rarestigation was made into his conduct by the
Surveyors-General of the Customs, his defence hbatgrg 1471'his men had deserted him." As for
the latter, they reached the shore safely and agasen employed in the Preventive Service.



It is quite clear that the Customs Board sometileestheir cutters to the Admiralty; and there is
a letter dated October 10, 1809, from the Admirahywhich permission is given for the cutters in
the service of that Revenue to be released fromn #t@tion at Flushing under the command of
Rear-Admiral Sir Richard Strachan, and there is al<Customs House minute of July 7, 1806, to
the effect that th&wanandHoundRevenue cutters might be placed under the orddrsrd Keith
in the room of théStagandSwallow for use at Cowes and Shoreham, where these wisze to
be stationed. And it was in this same year thatBbard again emphasized the importance of the
Revenue Service being supported by the Navy andyAand that to this end the most effectual
encouragement should be held out to both branshbethat they might co-operate vigorously in the
suppression of smuggling. They further expressedselves as of the opinion that "nothing will
more effectually tend to encourage them to exemdelves than the certainty of receiving a speedy
reward."” And yet, again, were the Revenue offiesjpined "to be particularly careful to secure the
men employed in smuggling vessels whenever it neaydssible to effect it, as their lordships have
the[Pg 148Btrongest reasons for believing that the appreberdfibeing detained and impressed into
his Majesty's service will have a great effect gtedring the persons engaged in these illegal
pursuits from continuing their pernicious habits."

It was also part of the duty of the Customs officer attend to the Quarantine, and the Customs
Board resolved "that it is fit to direct a distingfuing flag to be used on board all boats emplaged
the Quarantine service." At Sandgate Creek, Pomd#imoFalmouth, Bristol, Milford, Hull,
Liverpool and Plymouth, by the advice of the Surmefor Sloops, a flag was deposited in the
Custom House at every port of the kingdom, andag vesolved that in the above ports there should
be two, except Plymouth, which should have thraeigérs were also employed in the Quarantine
Service.

We have already seen something of the conditiorsenfice and the pay of the cruisers' crews.
He who was responsible for the upkeep and supervisi these cruisers was known as the
Surveyor for Sloops. For some time the Customs @bad been deliberating as to the adoption of
some regulations for ascertaining the qualificatiah those who desired to be commanders and
mates of the cruisers. That some improvement weenéal must already have been made clear to
the reader from the type of men who sometimes wkaeed in such positions of responsibility. The
[Pg 149following regulations were therefore adopted in §war 1807, "which appear to the
Commissioners highly necessary for the safe condlutte Service, as also for the safety of the
vessels and crews committed to their charge.” Tasglved accordingly:—

"That all persons who shall be hereafter nomin&tetthe situation of Commander or Mate of a
Cruiser in the service of this Revenue, do attéred Surveyor of Sloops, &c. in London for the
purpose of being examined on the several pointsgtdd in the report of the said Surveyor, as
essential for the qualification of officers of thdescription, namely, whether he understand
navigation, is competent to lay off and ascertaarses and distances on the charts, can work a
day's work and find the time of high and low wateany port of great Britain, and understand the
use of a quadrant.”

It was also further resolved:—

"That no person be admitted to either of thoseatitns who shall not be certified by the said
Surveyors to be fully qualified in the particulaabove referred to, which certificate is to be laid
before the Board for their consideration, whetimecase such person does not possess a competent
knowledge of the coast on which he is to be statipror is not sufficiently acquainted with the
sailing and management of cutters and luggers gaoérally qualified, it may not be fit g
1s0direct him to repair on board some cruiser, whdaagos is contiguous to that to which he is
nominated, and cruise in such vessel for the spaome month, or until the commander thereof
shall certify that he is thoroughly acquainted wtht part of the coast, and also be fully compgeten
to take charge of a cutter, or lugger, as the caag be, such a certificate to be referred to the



Surveyor for Sloops, &c. for his report previousstech commander's or mate's commission being
ordered to be made out." And the commanders ottitters who shall be ordered to instruct such
persons are to be acquainted that they are atylibeicrave the extra expense they shall incur for
victualling such persons for the Board's considenat

"And the Surveyor for Sloops, &c. is to report mpagticularly the nature and objects of enquiry
as to the qualification of persons nominated Sittdr Boats and by what officers in the outports
those enquiries are made and the qualificationuch oersons certified: for the Commissioners'
further consideration, as to any additional regoiet in respect of persons so nominated."

It was, no doubt, because of such incidents agtiwbéch we have seen occurring in the Channel
and North Sea that the Commissioners tightenedeipeigulations in the above manner. That these
incidents were not confined to any particular lagdet us show by the two following examplesy
151]The first had reference to William Horn, the Deglariner and Acting Mate of the Revenue
cutterGreyhound whose station was at Weymouth. On the 5th of M&a1@06 he was in charge of
the cutter whilst on a cruise to the westward. Bdftland the cutter fell in with a French lugger,
which was a privateer. Horn gave chase, graduayt@uled her, and even came up with her. For
a time he also engaged her, but because he subsgqueeve up the fight, bore up and quitted her,
allowing the privateer to escape, he was deemdty dpyi the Customs Board of not having used his
utmost endeavours to effect a capture, and wasemtde be superseded.

The second incident was of a slightly more compéidanature, and occurred on October 20,
1805, about midnight. The two men implicated wefgaptain Riches, who was in command of the
Revenue cuttedunter, and his mate Oliver.

This vessel, whose station was Great Yarmouth,amase night mentioned cruising in the North
Sea. Presently the cutter sighted what turnedmhbéetthe Danish merchant shifhe Three Sisters
Fredric Carlssens master, from Copenhagen boun8tfofrhomas's and St. Croix. Oliver got into
the cutter's boat and boarded the Dane. He alsam#gd from the latter and took from him four
cases of foreign Geneva, which was partTole Three Sisterstargo. In spite of Carlssen's
opposition, Oliver put these into higy 152boat and rowed off with them to ti&unter. Riches was
obviously party to this transaction, and was acdu#leat contrary to the solemn oath taken at his
admission into office, he did not only neglect éport to the Collector and Controller of Yarmouth
or to the Board the misconduct of his Mate, in wifilaly taking from the said ship the four cases of
Geneva in question, but did take out of them ferdwn use, and by so doing did connive at and
sanction the aforesaid unproper conduct of his Méttevas also brought against Riches that he had
not entered any account of this incident into Hg's journal, or made any record of the mate
boarding the Dane.

In the end Riches was adjudged by the Board guwiltyot giving information regarding his
mate's conduct and of receiving one case of Gefmvais own use, but he was acquitted of
connivance for want of evidence. He was found guilso of not having entered the incident in his
journal. Oliver was acquitted of having boarded Bramish ship for want of proof, but found guilty
of having failed to keep a complete journal of pisceedings. But a further charge was made that
Riches caused a case of foreign spirits, whichbdesh taken out of the Danish ship, to be brought
ashore from the cutter and taken to his home am¥ath without paying the duty thereon. Oliver
was also accused of a similar crime with regartvm cases[pg 153Riches was acquitted for want
of proof of having caused the gin to be taken ®Hhouse, but found guilty of having received it,
knowing the duty had not been paid. Oliver was dtmmd guilty, and both were accordingly
dismissed.

And there was the case of a man named Thomas Reheeayas accused of having been privy to
the landing of a number of large casks of spiritd ather goods from a brig then lying off the
Watch-house at Folkestone. This was on the nighMaf 20 and the early hours of May 21, 1806.
He was further accused of being either in collusmth the smugglers in that transaction or



criminally negligent in not preventing the samewés still further brought against him that he had
not stopped and detained the master of the briy g@ibing on board, although the master was
actually pointed out to him by a boat's crew beinggo theNimble Revenue cutter. Rouse was
found guilty of the criminal negligence and ordetedbe dismissed. And, in addition, the chief
boatmen, five boatmen, and two riding-officers loé tPreventive Service at that port were also
dismissed for failing to do their utmost to prevéms smuggling, which had, in fact, been done
collusively. Those were certainly anxious timestfoeg Customs Commissioners, and we cannot but
feel for them in their difficulties. On the one lokthey had to wrestle with an evil that was nadlon

in its [Pg 154]mportance, while on the other they had a senheg Wvas anything but incorruptible,
and required the utmost vigilance to cause it tonb&ant in its elementary duties.

One of the reforms recommended towards the en@@® had reference to the supply of stores
and the building and repairing of Custom House oat.ondon. The object aimed at was to obtain
a more complete check on the quantities and qualitghe stores required for cruisers and
Preventive boats. And the example of the outpods accordingly adopted that, when articles were
required for these craft that were of any value, @ollector and Controller of the particular port
first sent estimates to the Board, and permissias mot allowed until the Surveyor of Sloops had
certified that the estimates were reasonable. Noewhe bills paid until both the commander and
mate of the cruiser, or else the Tide Surveyorher Sitter of the Boat, as the case might be, had
certified that the work was properly carried ouhdAthe same rule applied to the supply of cordage
and to the carrying out of repairs.

As one looks through the old records of the Custtonse one finds that a Revenue officer who
was incapable of yielding to bribery, who was imaptible and vigilant in his duty, possessed both
courage and initiative, and was favoured with ererderate luck, could certainly rely gy 155p
fair income from his activities. In the year we apeaking of, for instance, Thomas Story, one of
the Revenue officers petitioned to be paid hiselodthe penalty recovered from William Lambert
and William Taylor for smuggling, and he was acoogty awarded the sum of £162, 2s. It was at
this time also that the salaries of the Collect@mntrollers, and Landing Surveyors of the outports
were increased so that the Collectors were to veaadt less than £150 per annum, the Controller
not less than £120, and the Landing Surveyor rsst lean £100. And in addition to this, of course,
there were their shares in any seizures that mbghtmade. Sometimes, however, the Revenue
officers suffered not from negligence but from esc®f zeal, as, for instance, on that occasion
when they espied a rowing-boat containing a cowplseafaring men approach and land on the
beach at Eastbourne. The Revenue officials madee quartain that these were a couple of
smugglers and seized their boat. But it was sulesetyudiscovered that they were just two
Portuguese sailors who had escaped from Dieppeawneld all the way across the Channel. The
Admiralty interfered in the matter and requestesiriflease of the boat, which was presently made.
But two other Revenue officers, named respectiValyourdin and Savery, in August of 1809 had
much better luck when they were able to make auseithat was highlyg 156profitable. We have
already referred to the considerable exportatioichvivent on from this country in specie and the
national danger which this represented. In thegmieimstance these two officials were able to seize
a large quantity of coin consisting of guineasf lgaineas, and seven shilling pieces, which were
being illegally transported out of the kingdom. Witieis amount came to be reckoned up it totalled
the sum of £10,812, 14s. 6d., so that their shaurgt hnave run into very high figures.



[Pg 157]
CHAPTER IX

CUTTERS' EQUIPMENT

In an earlier chapter we quoted from Marryat a pgsswhich showed that the mariners of a
Revenue cutter were dressed in red flannel shints ldue trousers, and also wore canvas or
tarpaulin petticoats. The reason for the last-noseiil was appreciated by smuggler and Preventive
men alike, and if you have ever noticed the ThaRigsr Police dodging about in their small craft
you will have noticed that at any rate the steershws in cold weather some sort of apron wrapped
round his legs. But in the period of which we aosvrspeaking the attached apron or petticoat was
very useful for keeping the body warm in all weatlespecially when the sitter of the Preventive
boat had to be rowed out perhaps in the teethlofirg wind, for several miles at night. And the
smugglers found their task of landing tubs throtlghsurf a wet job, so they were equally glad of
this additional protectiofLi]

[Pg 158The period to which Marryat referred was the endhef eighteenth century. As to the
uniform of the Revenue officers we have the follogvevidence. Among the General Letters of the
Customs Board was one dated June 26, 1804, fromhwhis seen that the commanders of the
cruisers petitioned the Board for an alterationtheir uniform and that also of the mates, this
alteration to be made at the expense of the officehe commanders suggested for their own
dress:—

"A silver epaulette, the button-holes worked or fwbwvith silver twist or lace, side-arms, and
cocked hats with cockades, and the buttons sethencoat three and three, the breeches and
waistcoats as usual:

"For the undress, the same as at present.

"For the mates, the addition of lappels, the buteat on two and two, and cocked hats with
cockades."

The Board consented to these alterations with Xoepion of the epaulettes, "the adoption of
which we do not approve, lest the same shouldferemwith His Majesty's Naval Service." Now in
reading this, it is important to bear in mind tbatween the Revenue and Navy there was a great
deal of jealousy12] It went so far, at least on one occasion, as tse&a Naval officer to go on
board a Revenue cutter and haul the lattegssoflag down. The reason these epaulettes were
disallowed may be explained by the fact that it wa$y nine years before the above date that
epaulettes had become uniform in the Navy, for itbstanding that epaulettes had been worn by
officers since 1780, yet they were not uniform UbTi95, although they were already uniform in the
French and Spanish navias} Since, therefore, these adornments had been snthgmntroduced
into the Navy, it was but natural that with so myehlousy existing this feature should not be
introduced into the Revenue service. Just what Utidress, the same as at present” was | have not
been able to discover, but in the Royal Navy of thrae the undress uniform for a captain of three
years' post consisted of a blue coat, which wasealmed, with blue lappels and cuffs, a fall-down
collar, gold-laced button-holes, square at bothseadranged regularly on the lappels. For a captain
under three years the uniform was the same, exbaptthe nine buttons were arranged on the
lappels in threes. For master or commander it Wmassime, except that the button-holes were
arranged by twog.4]



It was in January 1807 that the Customs Board totakconsideration the appointment of several
Revenue cruisers and the expediency of one gesgstdm for manning them accordimrg 160f0
the tonnage and construction of the vessel, theicgerand station on which she was to be
employed. They therefore distinctly classed thded#nt cruisers according to their tonnage,
description, and number of men originally alloweu &ince added, whether furnished with letters
of marque or not. And believing that it would benbfcial to the service that the complement of
men should be fixed at the highest number therttatlato cutters in each respective class, they
accordingly instructed the commanders of the diffiércruisers to increase their respective
complements "with all practicable dispatch."

We now come to an important point concerning whiare exists some little uncertainty. By a
letter dated July 17, 1807, Revenue officers wenmsimded that they were by law bound to hoist the
Revenue colours and fire a gun as a signal "bdf@g in any case fire on any smuggling vessel or
boat."

"We direct you to convene the officers of the Watkerrd belonging to your port,” write the
Commissioners to the Collector and Controller ahestation, "including the officers and crew of
the cruiser stationed there, and strictly to enjiiem whether on board cruisers or boats in no
instance to fire on any smuggling vessel or ba#teeby night (whether it be dark or light), or by
day, without first hoisting the colours and firiaggun as a signal, as directed by law, and to take
care[pg 161that on any boat being sent out armed either flognshore or from a cruiser, in pursuit
of seizures or any other purpose, such boat bashed with a proper flag." Two years later, on
April 11, 1809, it was decided that cruisers cdelghlly wear a pendant "conformable to the King's
Proclamation of the 1st January 1801," when reggir vessel that was liable to seizure or
examination to heave-to, or when chasing such aelebut "at no other time." It is important to
bear in mind that the flags of chase were speomllems, and quite different from the ceremonial
flags borne on the Customs buildings, hulks, ansisels not used actually in the chasing of
smugglers.

In addition to my own independent research on shigiect | am indebted for being allowed to
make use of some MS. notes on this interestingestilgollected by Mr. Atton, Librarian of the
Custom House; and in spite of the unfortunate gdpsh exist in the historical chain, the following
is the only possible attempt at a connected stbhe Custom House flag's evolution. We have
already explained that from the year 1674 to 18#5Revenue Preventive work was under a mixed
control. We have also seen that in the year 1780Bbard of Customs called attention to the
Proclamation of December 18, 1702, that no shipg wewear a pendant except those of the Royal
Navy, but that the sloops employgd 162jn the several public offices might wear Jacks with
seal of the respective office.

From a report made by the Harwich Customs in 1726 ¢lear that the King's colours were at
that date hoisted when a Revenue cruiser chasedped. But as to what the "King's Colours”
were no one to-day knows. Among the regulationseidsto the Revenue cruisers in 1816 the
commanders were informed that they were not to weaicolours used in the Royal Navy, but to
wear the same pendants and ensigns as were prawddte Revenue Board. By 24 George lIl.
cap. 47, certain signals of chase were prescribledls, if the cruiser were a Naval vessel she was to
hoist "the proper pendant and ensign of H.M. shilfisa Custom House vessel she was to hoist a
blue Customs ensign and pendant "with the marksus®d." If an Excise vessel, a blue ensign and
pendant "with the marks now used." After this hadrbdone, and a gun fired (shotted or unshotted)
as a warning signal, she might fire if the smugdgéled to heave-to. And this regulation is by the
Customs Consolidation Act of 1876 still in forcedamight to-day be made use of in the case of an
obstinate North Sea cooper. What one would likientow is what were the marks in use from 1784
to 1815. Mr. Atton believes that these marks wereobows:—



At the masthead: a blue pendant with the Unionaint@n and the Customs badge of offieg
163)(a castellated structure with portcullis over tidrance, and two barred windows and two port-
holes, one barred and one open, the latter doshtitesignify that through which the goods might
enter) in the fly.

At the gaff: a blue ensign similarly marked.

The English Excise, the Scottish Customs, Scoffigbise, and the Irish Revenue signals of
chase were blue pendants and ensigns similarlynflwt as to the badges of office one cannot be
certain. The matter of English Customs flags hanhsbscured by the quotation in Marrydattse
King's Own where a smuggler is made to remark on seeingvarike vessel's flag, "Revenue
stripes, by the Lord." It has been suggested ti@bars of the castle port and portcullis in the se
were called "stripes" by the sailors of that daygsimuch as they called the East India Company's
flag of genuine stripes the "gridiron.” But to nieseéems much more likely that the following is the
explanation for calling a Revenue cutter's flagipsss." The signal flags Nos. 7 and 8, which were
used by the Royal Navy in 1746 to order a chashk bonsisted of stripgss] No. 7 consisted of
eleven horizontal stripes, viz. six red and fivatehFlag No. 8 had nine horizontal stripes, ved,r
white, blue repeated three times, the red beingumppst. | submit that in sailor's slang thesge
164)signals would be commonly referred to as "strip€ohsequently whatever flags subsequently
would be used to signal a chase would be knownadststripes.” Therefore whatever signal might
be flown in the Revenue service when chasing wbal#nown as "stripes" also.

But by an Order in Council of the 1st of FebruaBli, the pendant and ensign were to be
thus:—

The pendant to have a red field having a regal orithereon at the upper part next the mast. The
ensign to be a red Jack with a Union Jack in aotaeat the upper corner next the staff, and with a
regal crown in the centre of the red Jack. This teade worn by all vessels employed in the
prevention of smuggling under the Admiralty, Trags@€ustoms or Excise.

Now during an interesting trial at the AdmiraltysSmns held at the Old Bailey in April of 1825,
concerning the chasing of a smuggler by a Revenuiset, Lieutenant Henry Nazer, R.N., who
was commanding the cutter, stated in his evidemaewhen he came near this smuggling vessel the
former hoisted the Revenue pendant at the masthédadh he described as "a red field with a
crown next the mast at the upper part of it." Hdloisted the Revenue ensign at the peak-end, the
"Union at the upper corner in a red field," thddief the ensign being also red. It had a Jacken t
corner. This, then, was exactly [ry 165pCcCcordance with the Order in Council of 1817 merdtb
above.

But my own opinion relative to the firing of thiest gun is in favour of the proposition that this
was not necessarily unshotted. | shall refer irafgnedetail to the actual incidents, here quoteda o
later page, but for our present purpose the folgws strong proof in favour of this suggestion.
During a trial in the year 1840 (Attorney-Genevalilliam Evans) it transpired that Evans had
entered the Medway in a smack without heaving-taJ the following questions and answers
respectively were made by counsel and Richard Braddcoastguard who at the time of the
incident was on duty at Garrison Fort (Sheerness).—

Question."Is the first signal a shot always?"

Answer."A blank cartridge we fire mostly."

Q. "Did you fire a blank?"

A."No, because she was going too fast away from me."
Q. "Did you hit her?"

A."No."



To me it seems certain from this evidence of thastguard that though the first signal was
"mostly” blank, yet it was not always or necesyasd.

It was frequently discovered that smuggling vesssysoff the coast some distance from the
shore and unshipped their cargoes then into smatét by which they were brought to land, and
[Pg 166this practice was often observed by the Naval efficat the signal stations. Thus, these
smuggling runs might be prevented if those officeeye enabled to apprise the Admiralty and
Revenue cruisers whenever observed, so the Treastithemselves in communication with the
Customs Board with regard to so important a mafters was in the year 1807. The Admiralty
were requested to appoint some signals by whictaNafficers stationed at the various signal-posts
along the coasts might be able to convey informatm his Majesty's and the Revenue cruisers
whenever vessels were observed illegally dischgrgergoes. The Admiralty accordingly did as
requested, and these signals were sent on to thenanders of the cutters. This, of course, opened
up a new matter in regard to the apportioning @gamoney, and it was decided that when any
vessel or goods discharged therefrom should beddy any of the cruisers in consequence of
information given by signal from these stationsg dhe vessel and her goods afterwards were
condemned, one-third of the amount of the Kingarshvas to be paid to the officer and men at the
signal-post whence such information was first comitated. The obvious intention of this
regulation was to incite the men ashore to keapartdook-out.

The coast signal-stations] had been permanentlyy 167pstablished in the year 1795, and were
paid off at the coming of peace but re-establisihbdn the war broke out again, permission being
obtained from the owners of the land and a codsigifals prepared. The establishment of these
signal-stations had been commenced round the coast after the Revolutionary war. Those at
Fairlight and Beachy Head were established abo®% 7] Each station was supplied with one red
flag, one blue pendant, and four black balls ohfgal canvas. When the Sea Fencibles, to whom we
referred some time back, were established, theakgjations were placed under the district
captains. This was done in March 1798, and the $himng was done when the Sea Fencibles had to
be re-established in 1803. The signal-stationscabdy and New Romney (East Bay, Dungeness)
had standing orders, says Captain Hudleston, tortregl arrivals and departures direct to the
Admiralty.

The Customs Board advanced another step forward,wihethe year 1808, they considered
whether "benefit might not arise to the service dstablishing certain signals by which the
commanders of the several cruisers in the senfitheoRevenue might be enabled to make their
vessels known to each other, on meeting at sda,dstinguish each other at a distance, and also t
make such communications as might be most usefwledl [Pg 168RS to detect any deception which
might be attempted to be practised by the mastergessels belonging to the enemy, or of
smuggling vessels." They therefore consulted "tlopgr officers on the subject,” and a code of
tabular signals was drawn up and approved and teethe commanders of the cruisers in a
confidential manner. Each commander was enjoingzhyothe most strict attention to such signals
as might be made under the regulations, and topecate by every means in his power for the
attainment of the objects in view. These commanden® also to apprise the Customs Board of
any matter which might arise in consequence thélfggofor our cognisance." These signals were
also communicated to the commanders of the se@mliralty cruisers. And we must remember
that although naval signalling had in a crude dedhentary manner been in vogue in our Navy for
centuries, and the earliest code was in existenaryarate as far back as 1340, yet it was nothil
eighteenth century that it showed any real devetgmDuring the early years of the nineteenth
century a great deal of interest was taken in th&en by such men as Mr. Goodhew, Sir Home
Popham, Captain Marryat, and others. It was th@gpmere of the French and Spanish wars which
gave this incentive, and because the subject wasmach in the Naval minds at that time it was
but natural that the Revenue service shgeddieopppreciate the advantage which its application
might bestow for the prevention of smuggling.



Further means were also taken in the early nindteegntury to increase the efficiency of the
cruisers. In 1811, in order that they should bet kkespconstantly as possible on their stations, and
that no excuses might be made for delays, it wagldd that in future the Inspecting Commanders
of Districts be empowered to incur expenses up3t fBr the repairs which a cutter might need,
and £5 for similar repairs to her boats. The comaesasof the cruisers were also permitted to incur
any expenses up to £20 for the cutter and boateruheir command. Such expenses were to be
reported to the Board, with information as to whistnecessity had arisen, where and by what
tradesmen the work had been done, and whethedibban accomplished in the most reasonable
manner. At the end of the following year, in ordal further to prevent cruisers being absent from
their stations "at the season of the year mostuilde for smuggling practices, and when illegal
proceedings are generally attemptads:'in the dark days of autumn and winter and spramgl in
order, also, to prevent several cutters being énRbrt of London at the same time, "whereby the
part of the coast within their respective distrigtould be left altogether without guard,” the
commanders of these cruisers were to give warnihgmwit was apparent that extensive repairs
were[pg 170needed, or a general refit, or any other causehmtoenpelled the craft to come up to
London. Timely notice was to be given to the Boaodthat the necessity and propriety thereof
should be inquired into. It was done also with awito bringing in the cruisers from their
respective stations only as best they might beespeonsistent with the good of the service. But
they were to come to London for such purposes between April 5 and September 5 of each year.
By this means there would always be a good semwiceruisers at sea during the bad weather
period, when the smugglers were especially active.

In our quotation fronThe Three Cutterg another chapter we gave the colours of thetpsad
on these vessels. | find an interesting recorthénGustom House dated November 13, 1812, giving
an order that, to avoid the injury which cruiseustain from the use of iron bolts, the decks in
future were to be fastened with composition bdlghich would eventually prove a saving to the
Revenue." After ordering the commanders to causie tiessels to be payed twice every year either
with paint or bright varnish, and not to use scrapmn their decks except after caulking, and then
only to remove the unnecessary pitch, the instwacfoes on to stipulate the only paint colours
which are to be employed for cruisers. These ath as wergeg 171then allowed in the Navy, viz.
black, red, white, or yellow.

But apart from all the manifold difficulties and>aeties, both general and detailed, which arose
in connection with these cruisers so long as theyewat sea or in the shipwrights' hands, in
commission or out of commission, there were othengch applied more strictly to their crews.
Such an incident as occurred in the year 1785 mkeee close attention. In that year the English
Ambassador at the Court of France had been inforioyellonsieur de Vergennes that parties of
sailors belonging to our Revenue cruisers had tBcéanded near Boulogne in pursuit of some
smugglers who had taken to the shore. Monsieur elgénnes added that if any British sailors or
other armed men should be taken in such acts denge the French Government would
unhesitatingly sentence them immediately to be édng

Of course the French Government were well withigirthights in making such representations,
for natural enough as no doubt it was to chasesthegglers when they escaped ashore, yet the
trespass was indefensible. The Board of Custonmsftire instructed their cruisers, as well as those
of the Admiralty "whose commanders are furnishethwommissions from this Board," to make a
note of the matter, in order that neither they timgir men might inadvertently expogseg
172themselves to the severity denounced against thetnéo French laws upon acts of the like
nature.

In 1812 one of the mariners belonging to a cruigrpened to go ashore, and whilst there was
seized by the press-gang for his Majesty's NavychSan occurrence as this was highly
inconvenient not only to the man but to the BoafdCastoms, who resolved that henceforth the
commanders of cruisers were not to allow any ofrth®ariners shore leave unless in case of



absolute necessity "until the protections which rhayapplied for shall have been received and in
possession of such mariners."

Another matter that required rectification was practice of taking on board some of their
friends and relatives who had no right to be the@/bether this was done for pleasure or profit the
carrying of these passengers was deemed to be wréfat detriment of the service, and the Board
put a stop to it. It was not merely confined to traisers, but the boats and galleys of the
Waterguard were just as badly abused. The one taneglowed was, that when officers of the
Waterguard were removing from one station to anpthey might use such a boat to convey their
families with them provided it did not interferettvithe duties of these officers. So also some @f th
commanders of the cruisers had even taken on laggmetntices and been dishonest enough to have
them borne on the books as alfg 173seamen, and drawn their pay as such. The Board not
unnaturally deemed this practice highly impropend ammediately to be discontinued. No
apprentices were to be borne on the books excepidi allowed to all cruisers.

After a smuggling vessel's cargo had been seizédt avas decided to send the goods to London,
this was done by placing the tobacco, spirits, &t.a suitable coaster and despatching her to the
Thames. But in order to prevent her being attackethe sea by would-be rescuers she was ordered
to be convoyed by the Revenue cutters. The commmanflevhatever cruiser was in the
neighbourhood was ordered "to accompany and gusedto the Nore or Sea Reach as the case
might be. Every quarter the cruisers were alseetm s list of the seizures made, giving particulars
of the cruiser—her name, burthen, number of guas)ber of men, commander's name, number of
days at sea during that quarter, how many dayst spgort and why, the quantity of goods and
nature of each seizure, the number and names afralggling vessels captured, both when and
where. There was also to be sent the number ofwienhad been detained, how they had been
disposed of, and if the men had not been detaineditwas they had escaped.

"Their Lordships are induced to call for these me$il' ran the instruction, "in order to hawe
174pefore them, quarterly, a comparative view of thergons of the several commanders of the
Revenue cruisers.... They have determined, astlzefunducement to diligence and activity in the
said officers, to grant a reward of £500 to the w@nder of the Revenue cruiser who, in the course
of the year ending 1st October 1808, shall havesesured and delivered over to his Majesty's
Naval Service the greatest number of smuggler&wand of £300 to the commander who shall
have secured and delivered over the next greatesber, and a reward of £200 to the commander
who shall be third on the list in those respeci®idt was in September of 1887.

During the year ending October 1, 1810, Captaint@ampe, commander of the Excise cutter
Viper, succeeded in handing over to his Majesty's Nhirteen smugglers whom he had seized. As
this was the highest number for that year he tleesime entitled to the premium of £500. Captains
Curling and Dobbin, two Revenue officers, were thge concerned in transferring six men to the
Navy, but inasmuch as Captain Patmour had beent@llansfer five men during this same year it
was he to whom the £300 were awarded. Captain Maofthe Excise cutter and Captain Haddock
of the Custom House cutt8tageach transferred four men during that year.

"But my Lords," states a Treasury minuterf 175sDecember 13, 1811, "understanding that the
nature of the service at Deal frequently requinesRevenue vessels to co-operate with each other,
do not think it equitable that such a circumstasiteuld deprive Messrs. Curling and Dobbin of a
fair remuneration for their diligence, and are #iere pleased to direct warrants likewise to be
prepared granting to each of those gentlemen the &(fu£100." In spite of the above numbers,
however, the Treasury were not satisfied, and didtimnk that the number of men by this means
transferred to the Navy had been at all proport®tathe encouragement which they had held out.
They therefore altered the previous arrangemerdssto embrace those cases only in which the
exertions of the cruisers' commanders had beem oéxaeptionally distinguished nature. Thus
during 1812 and the succeeding years, until sombduprovision might be made, it was decided



that "the sum of £500 will be paid to such persommanding a Revenue cutter as shall in any one
year transfer to the Navy the greatest number afggers, not being less than twenty." The sum of
£300 was to be paid to the persons commanding arfRevcutter who in any year should transfer
the next greatest number of smugglers, not beisg tlean fifteen. And £200 were to be paid to the
commander who in one year should have transfelredhird largest, not being less than ten. This
decision was made in Januawy 176pf 1812, and in the following year it was directidt in future

the rewards granted to the commanders of the Revernuisers for delivering the greatest number
of smugglers should be made not exclusively to ¢bemmanders but distributed among the
commander, officers, and crew according to theeseddich has already been given on an earlier
page in this volume. At the end of the year 1818as further decided that when vessels and boats
of above four tons measurement were seized indtalad afterwards broken up, not owing to their
build, their construction, or their denominationyt lsimply because they had been engaged in
smuggling, the seizing officers should become letito 30s. a ton.

There was also a system instituted in the year 1808 hich the widows of supervisors and
surveyors of Riding officers and commanders of sgts were allowed £30 per annum, with an
additional allowance of £5 per annum for each chiitll it reached the age of fifteen. The widows
of Riding officers, mates of cutters, and sittefoats specially stationed for the prevention of
smuggling were allowed £25 per annum and £5 foh €add until fifteen years old. In the case of
the widows of mariners they were to have £15 a year £2, 10s. for each child till the age of
fifteen. And one finds among those thus rewarded 8armon, the widow, and the three children
of the commander of thBwancutter[pg 177ptationed at Cowes; the one child of the mate ef th
Tartar cutter of Dover; the widow of the mate of thelphin of St. Ives; the widow of the Riding
officer at Southampton; the widow and children bt tcommander of the cuttédunter at
Yarmouth; and likewise of thdunter'smate.

After the 10th of October 1814 the allowance fartwalling the crews of the Revenue cruisers
was augmented as follows:—For victualling commarated mate, 3s. a day each and 1s. 6d. per
lunar month for fire and candle. For victuallingef and candle for mariners, 1s. 10d. a day each.
The daily rations to be supplied to each marinebaard the cruisers were to consist of 1-1/2 1bs. o
meat, 1-1/2 Ibs. of bread, and two quarts of bédlour or vegetables were issued the quantity of
bread was to be reduced, and if cheese were sdpilen the amount was to be reduced in
proportion to the value and not to the quantitgwéh articles. And, in order to obtain uniformidy,
table of the rations as above was to be fixed @inagthe fore side of the mast under the deck of
the cruiser, and also in some conspicuous plateiCustom House.

Very elaborate instructions were also issued reggrithe use of the tourniquet, which "is to stop
a violent bleeding from a wounded artery in theblgill it can be properly secured and tied by a
surgeon.” The medicine chest of these cruisersagted the following twenty articles: vomitiney
17gpowders, purging powders, sweating powders, fewsvders, calomel pills, laudanum, cough
drops, stomach tincture, bark, scurvy drops, hartshpeppermint, lotion, Friar's balsam, Turner
cerate, basilicon (for healing "sluggish ulcerstigrcurial ointment, blistering ointment, sticking-
plaster, and lint.

In short, with its fleet of cruisers well armed amell manned, well found in everything
necessary both for ship and crew; with good wathes pffer of high rewards, and pensions; with
other privileges second only to those obtainabkaénRoyal Navy; the Customs Board certainly did
their best to make the floating branch of its Pnéive service as tempting and efficient as it could
possibly be. And that there were not more captofesmugglers was the fault at any rate not of
those who had the administration of these cultters.



H.M. CUTTER WICKHAM
Commanded by Captain John Fullarton, R.N.
From a contemporary painting in the possessionroRDbertson-
Fullarton of Kilmichael.

A very good idea as to the appearance of a ninégtemmtury Revenue cruiser may be obtained
by regarding the accompanying photographs of higedfgs cutteftWickham These have been
courteously supplied to me by Dr. Robertson-Fuwlarof Kilmichael, whose ancestor, Captain
Fullarton, R.N., had command of this vessel. Thgimal painting was made in 1806, and shows a
fine, able vessel with ports for seven guns a-sioeing painted after the manner of the
contemporary men-of-war. To facilitate matters ¢batral portion of the picture has been enlarged,
[Pg 179pNd thus the rigging and details of ¥éckhamcan be closely examined. It will be observed
that this cutter has beautiful bows with a fineldosheer, and would doubtless possess both speed
and considerable seaworthiness essential for tisé e@@st of Scotland, her station being the Island
of Arran. In the picture before us it will be sedrat she has exceptionally high bulwarks and



appears to have an additional raised deck forwEné. yard on which the squaresail was carried
when off the wind is seen lowered with its footespand tackle. The mainsail is of course loose-
footed, and the tack is seen well triced up. Twiagh especially strike us. First, the smallness of
the yard to which the head of the gaff-topsailkised; and secondly, the great size of the headsail.
She has obviously stowed her working jib and fdatesal set her balloon jib. When running before
a breeze such a craft could set not merely alhgail, but her squaresail, square-topsail and even

stun'sls. Therefore, the smuggling vessel thathe#sy chased must needs be pretty fleet of foot to
get away.

H.M. CUTTER WICKHAM
This shows an early Nineteenth Century King's Gy#erunning before
the wind with square sails and stuns'ls $gtp a wind with big jib set.

Campbeltown in those days was the headquarters tdwer than seven large Revenue cruisers,
all being commanded by naval officers. They werevgrful vessels, generally manned by double
crews, each having a smaller craft to act as terideir chief duties being to intercept those who
smuggled salt, spirits, and tea frgeg 180the Isle of Man. The officers and men of the cstraade
Campbeltown their home, and the houses of the comdera were usually built opposite to the
buoys of the respective cutters. The merits of eadter and officer were the subject of animated
discussion in the town, and how "old Jack Fullataa carried on" till all seemed to be going by
the board on a coast bristling with sunken rockshaw Captain Beatson had been caught off the
Mull in the great January gale, and with what skl had weathered the headland—these were
questions which were the subjects of many a dedrateng the enthusiasts.

This Captain John Fullarton had in early life senas a midshipman on a British man-of-war.
On one occasion he had been sent under Lord Wickbafnance on a certain mission in a war-
vessel. The young officer's intelligence, supernmanners, and handsome appearance so greatly
pleased Lord Wickham, that his lordship insistedhawing young Fullarton alone to accompany
him ashore. After the mission was over Lord Wickhaurggested procuring him some advancement



in the service, to which Fullarton replied, "My diporl am sincerely grateful for your undesired
kindness, and for the interest you have been pletseshow in regard to my future prospects.
Since, however, you have asked my personal vieats, bound to say[bg 181am not ambitious for
promotion on board a man-of-war. | have a smalpprty in Scotland, and if your lordship could
obtain for me the command of one of his Majestyitecs, with which | might spend my time
usefully and honourably in cruising the waters adbuny native island of Arran, | should feel
deeply indebted to you, and | should value sucagpointment above all others."

Soon afterwards, the cutt&vickhamwas launched, and Mr. Fullarton obtained his cossion
as captain, the mate being Mr. Donald Fullartow, most of the crew Arran merg]

FOOTNOTES:

[11] The use of the petticoat as a seaman's arti@d#io dates back to the time of Chaucer:

"A Shipman was ther, woning fer by weste:For augtbot, he was of Dertemouthe.He rood up-on a
rouncy, as he couthe,Iln a gowne of falding to theek"

"Falding" was a coarse cloth.
[12] See Appendix VIII.
[13] See Captain Robinson®e British Fleetp. 503.
[14] Ibid., p. 502.
[15] I am indebted to a suggestion made on p. 183j.Mdb. 7 of The Mariner's Mirror.
[16] See article by Captain R. Hudleston, R.N.Tliwe Mariner's Mirrot, vol. i. No. 7.
[17] Victoria County Hist.: Sussexol. ii. p. 199.

[18] For these details | am indebted to the kindnesBrofRobertson-Fullarton, who has also called my
attention to some information in an unlikely sour€Ehe Memoirs of Norman Macleod, D,y Donald
Macleod, 1876.



[Pg 182]
CHAPTER X

THE INCREASE IN SMUGGLING

By an Order in Council, dated September 9, 180iairerewards were to be paid to the military
for aiding any officer of the Customs in making guarding any seizure of prohibited "or
uncustomed goods." It was further directed thahsewards should be paid as soon as possible, for
which purpose the Controllers and Collectors wereppraise with all due accuracy all articles
seized and brought to his Majesty's warehouse migkiven days of the articles being brought in.
The strength of all spirits seized by the Navy alitaty was also to be ascertained immediately on
their being brought into the King's warehouse, st the rewards might be immediately paid. The
tobacco and snuff seized and condemned were ortletssl sold. But when these articles at such a
sale did not fetch a sum equal to the amount ofitlig chargeable, then the commodity was to be
burnt. Great exertions were undoubtedly made bydthdiers for the suppression of smuggling, but
care had to be taken to prevent wanton and impregieures. The men of this branch of the service
were[Pg 183pwarded 40s. for every horse that was seized loy thiéh smuggled goods.

Everyone is aware of the fact that, not once bguleely, the smugglers used to signal to their
craft at night from the shore as to whether thestogre clear, or whether it were better for the
cutter or lugger to run out to sea again. Fromleecion of authentic incidents | find the follovgn
means were employed for signalling purposes:—

1. The commonest signal at night was to wave a&tarftom a hill or some prominent landmark,
or from a house suitably situated.

2. To take a flint and steel and set fire to a beiod straw near the edge of a cliff.
3. To burn a blue light.
4. To fire a pistol.

5. The above were all night-signals, but for dayfthe craft could signal to the shore or other
craft by lowering and raising a certain sail so ynames.

There were very many prosecutions for signallingrimuggling craft at many places along our
coast. A sentence of six months' imprisonment waglly the result. Similarly, the Preventive
officers on shore used to fire pistols or burn @elight in signalling to themselves for assistance
The pistol-firing would then be answered by thabtifer Customs men in the neighbourhood. And
with regard to the matter of these signals by [Hyeisafriends of smugglers, the Attorney-and
Solicitor-General in 1805 gave their opinion to #féect that it was not even necessary for the
prosecution to prove that there was at that timeshing off the coast a smuggling craft, or that one
was found to have been within the limits; but thstice and jury must be satisfied from the
circumstances and proof that the fire was lit fa purpose of giving a signal to some smugglers.

By the summer of 1807 smuggling in England and Waled increased to what the
Commissioners of Customs designated an "alarmiteneX An Act was therefore passed to ensure
the more effectual prevention of this crime, andeoagain the Revenue officers were exhorted to
perform their duty to its fullest extent, and wedteeatened with punishment in case of any
dereliction in this respect, while rewards weredhalit as an inducement to zealous action. Under
this new Act powers were given to the Army, NavyarMes, and Militia to work in concert with
each other for the purpose of preventing smugglifog, seizing smuggled goods, and all
implements, horses, and persons employed or afitegnpd bring these ashore. The lack of



vigilance, and even the collusion with smugglerstlee part of Revenue officials was still too real
to be ignored. Between Dover and Rye, especialyeviobacco, snuff, spirits and tea run into the
country to a very considerable extent. And the Gawvent[pg 185well knew that "in some of the
towns on the coast of Kent and Sussex, amongstwére Hastings, Folkestone, Hythe, and Deal,
but more especially the latter, the practice of gghuag is carried on so generally by such large
gangs of men, that there can exist no hope of ¢hgdk but by the constant and most active
vigilance of strong military patrols, with partiesreadiness to come to their assistance." So wrote
Mr. W. Huskisson, Secretary of the Treasury, too@el Gordon in August 1807.

The Deal smugglers went to what Mr. Huskisson dalt#aring lengths," and for this reason the
Treasury suggested that patrols should be estadligithin the town of Deal, and for two or three
miles east and west of the same. And the Treadsoywary earnestly requested the Commander-in-
chief for every possible assistance from the Arfhyvas observed, also, that so desperate were
these smugglers, that even when they had beenredpamd impressed, they frequently escaped
from the men-of-war and returned to their previdites of smuggling. To put a stop to this the
Treasury made the suggestion that such men whemredpshould be sent to ships cruising at
distant foreign stations. Some idea of the violemtech was always ready to be used by the
smugglers may be gathered by the incident whicluroed on the 25th of February 1805. On this
day the cuttefartar, in the service of thgeg 186Customs, and the Excise cuttavely were at 10
P.M. cruising close to Dungeness on the look-outsfouggling craft. At the time mentioned they
saw a large decked lugger which seemed to thenethtiebe a smuggler. It stood on its course and
eventually must run its nose ashore. Thereuponatisborew, consisting of men from thartar
and thelLively, got out their oars and rowed to the spot wheedubger was evidently about to land
her cargo. They brought their boat right alongsitelugger just as the latter took the ground. But
the lugger's crew, as soon as they saw the Revsratecome up to her, promptly forsook her and
scrambled on to the beach hurriedly. It was notited her name waBiana, and the Revenue
officers had from the first been pretty sure thae svas no innocent fishing-vessel, for they had
espied flashes from the shore immediately befae®thna grazed her keel on to the beach.

Led by one of the two captains out of the cuttdrs, Revenue men got on board the smuggler
and seized her, when she was found to containgo a#r665 casks of brandy, 118 casks of rum,
and 237 casks of Geneva. Besides these, she haddasks, one case and one basket of wine, 119
bags of tobacco, and 43 Ibs. of tea—truly a vemg fand valuable cargo. But the officers had not
been in possession of the lugger and her cargo tharethree-quarters of an hour before a great
crowd of[pg 187jnfuriated people came down to the beach, armel fivekarms and wicked-looking
bludgeons. For the lugger's crew had evidentlyeddio their shore friends and told them of their
bad luck. Some members of this mob were on hor&elmbers on foot, but on they came with
oaths and threats to where the lugger and her aptere remaining. "We're going to rescue the
lugger and her goods," exclaimed the smugglerthesstood round the bows of tBéana in the
darkness of the night. The Revenue men warned thaimthey had better keep off, or violence
would have to be used to prevent such threats le@inged out.



"A great crowd of infuriated people came down te tieach.”

But it was impossible to expect reason from an aotroled mob raging with fury and
indignation.[pg 188500n the smugglers had opened fire, and ball wastmg through the night
air. TheDiana was now lying on her side, and several muskete Wesfelled at the Revenue men.
One of the latter was a man named Dawkins, angrtheyglers had got so close that one villainous
ruffian presented a piece at Dawkins' breast, thahg latter smartly wrested it from him before
any injury had been received. But equally quickgpther smuggler armed with a cutlass brought
the blade down and wounded Dawkins on the thumgereral engagement now proceeded as the
smugglers continued to fire, but unfortunately plogvder of the Revenue men had become wet, so
only one of their crew was able to return the fifeding at length that they were no match forrthei
aggressors, the crews were compelled to leaveutjget and retreat to some neighbouring barracks
where the Lancashire Militia happened to be quaedierand a sergeant and his guard were
requisitioned to strengthen them. With this squaal firing was more evenly returned and one of
the smugglers was shot, but before long, unablesst the military, the smugglers ceased firing
and the beach was cleared of the mob.

The matter was in due course reported to the Boalistoms, who investigated the affair and
ordered a prosecution of the smugglers. No onel®ah captured, however, so they offered a
reward of £200. That was in the year 18@5;189put it was not till 1813 or 1814 that information
came into their hands, for no one would come fodatar earn the reward. In the last-mentioned
year, however, search was made for the wanted amehtwo persons, named respectively Jeremiah
Maxted and Thomas Gilbert, natives of Lydd, wereested and put on their trial. They were
certainly the two ringleaders of that night, andited the crowd to a frenzy, although these two
men did not actually themselves shoot, but theyewsrard to offer a guinea a man to any of the
mob who would assist in rescuing the seized prgpétill, in spite of the evidence that was
brought against these men, such was the condifitmras that they were found not guilty.

But it was not always that the Revenue men actétd 80 much vigour, nor with so much
honesty. It was towards the end of the year 18@f tlwo of the Riding officers stationed at
Newhaven, Sussex, attempted to bribe a patrol ajjabns who were also on duty there for the



prevention of smuggling. The object of the bribesw@induce the military to leave their posts for a
short period, so that a cargo of dutiable gooddchviwere expected shortly to arrive, might be
smuggled ashore without the payment of the Crodutges. For such a suggestion to be made by
Preventive men was in itself disgraceful, and sltbnat merely a grosslyg 19ogishonest purpose
but an extraordinary failure of a sense of dutywleer, the soldiers, perhaps not altogether
displeased at being able to give free rein to softhe jealousies which existed between the
Revenue men and the Army, did not respond to tiggestion, but promptly arrested the Riding
officers and conducted them to Newhaven. Of theseitt was afterwards satisfactorily proved that
one had actually offered the bribe to the patral, the other was acquitted of that charge. Both,
however, were dismissed from the Customs servitelewhe sergeant and soldiers forming the
patrol were rewarded, the sum of £20 being setiteaccommanding officer of their regiment, to be
divided among the patrol as he might think best.

It was not merely the tobacco, spirits, and teactvlim the early years of the nineteenth century
were being smuggled into the country, although éhesre the principal articles. In addition to
silks, laces, and other goods, the number of pHirgloves which clandestinely came in was so
great that the manufacture of English gloves waswsgy injured.

In the year 1811 so ineffectual had been the exysthore arrangements that an entirely new plan
was inaugurated for suppressing smuggling. Thengidificers no doubt had a difficult and even
dangerous duty to perform, but their conduct leftcmto be desired, and they needed tgrhe
191kept up to their work. Under the new system, thicefof Supervisor or Surveyor of Riding
officers was abolished, and that of Inspector afify) officers was created in its stead. The cobst o
England was divided into the following three distisi—

No. I. London to Penzance.
No. II. Penzance to Carlisle.
No. Ill. London to Berwick.

There were altogether seven of these Inspectorsiraed, three being for the first district, two
for the second, and two for the third. The firgtdct was of course the worst, because it included
the English Channel and especially the countiesenft and Sussex. Hence the greater number of
Inspectors. Hence, also, these three officers weren a yearly salary of £180, with a yearly
allowance of £35 for the maintenance of a horse. lhkpectors of the other two districts were paid
£150 each with the same £35 allowance for a hémsaddition, the Inspectors of all districts were
allowed 10s. a day when upon inspections, whictewet to last less than 60 days in each quarter
in actual movement, "in order by constant and uretqu visitations, strictly to watch and check
the conduct of the Riding officers within theirated station.” Under this new arrangement, also,
the total number of Riding officers was to be 128d these were divided into two classes—
Superior angrg 192]nferior. Their salaries and allowances were aeWsd.—

FIRSTDISTRICT
Superior Riding

Officer £90
Inferior Riding

Officer 75
Allowance for 30
horse

SECONDAND THIRD DISTRICTS
Superior Riding £80



Officer
Inferior Riding

Officer 65
Allowance for 30
horse

The general principle of promotion was to be basedhe amount of activity and zeal which
were displayed, the Superior Riding officers bgangmoted from the Inferior, and the Inspectors of
Districts being promoted from the most zealous 8ap®&iding officers.

And there was, too, a difficulty with regard to thugglers when they became prisoners. We
have already remarked how ready they were to edcapethe men-of-war. In the year 1815 there
were some smugglers in detention on board oneeRi#venue cutters. At that time the cutter's
mate was acting as commander, and he was foolmigénto allow some of the smugglers' friends
from the shore—themselves also of the same traddrave free communication with two of the
prisoners without anyone being present on behathefCustoms. The result was that one of the
men succeeded in making his escape. As a resthisotaptive smugglers were not permittegl
1930 have communication with their friends excepthe presence of a proper officer. And there
was a great laxity, also, in the guarding of smaggkent aboard his Majesty's warships. In several
cases the commanders actually declined to recéiesetmen when delivered by the Revenue
department: they didn't want the rascals captusethé cutters, and they were not going to take
them into their ship's complement. This went on dotime, until the Admiralty sent down a
peremptory order that the captains and commanders 1@ receive these smugglers, and when an
opportunity arose they were to send them to thgsHg at Portsmouth or Plymouth.

As illustrative of the business-like methods withigh the smugglers at this time pursued their
calling, the following may well be brought forwaid. the year 1814 several of the chief smuggling
merchants at Alderney left that notorious island aettled at Cherbourg. But those small craft,
which up till then had been wont to run acrossh €hannel Isles, began instantly to make for the
French port instead. From Lyme and Beer in West, Bayn Portland and from the Isle of Wight
they sailed, to load up with their illicit cargoesnd as soon as they arrived they found, ready
awaiting them in the various stores near the quesst quantities of "tubs,” as the casks were
called, whilst so great was the demand, that seeceopers were kept there busibg 194employed
making new ones. Loaded with spirits they weregmuboard the English craft, which soon hoisted
sail and sped away to the English shores, thoughyrtteere must have been which foundered in
bad weather, or, swept on by the dreaded AlderregeRand its seven-knot tide, had an exciting
time, only to be followed up later by the EngliseM@nue cutters, or captured under the red cliffs of
Devonshire in the act of taking the tubs ashore.tik® Customs Board well knew of this change of
market to Cherbourg, and lost no time in informthgir officers at the different outports and the
cruiser-commanders as well.

A large number of the merchant-smugglers from Gssyrat the same time migrated to Coniris,
about eight miles from Tregner, in France, and leagues east of the Isle of Bas, and twelve
leagues S.S.W. from Guernsey. Anyone who is famai¢h that treacherous coast, and the strength
of its tides, will realise that in bad weather #hditle craft, heavily loaded as they always wene
the return journey, must have been punished pestiaerely. Some others, doubtless, foundered
altogether and never got across to the Devonshoees. Those people who had now settled down
at Coniris were they who had previously dealt witte smugglers of Cawsand, Polperro,
Mevagissey, and Gerrans. To these places weresargrcircular letters inviting theg 195sEnglish
smugglers to come over to Coniris, just as preWotey had come to fetch goods from Guernsey.
And another batch of settlers from Guernsey madg tiew habitation at Roscore (Isle of Bas),
from which place goods were smuggled into Covefaelar the Lizard), Kedgworth, Mount's Bay,
and different places "in the North Channel."”



Spirits, besides being brought across in casksramdnto the country by force or stealth, were
also frequently at this time smuggled in through #gency of the French boats which brought
vegetables and poultry. In this class of case pirtswere also in small casks, but the latterever
concealed between false bulkheads and hidden kblwallast. But this method was practically a
new departure, and began only about 1815. Thisth@smuggling-by-concealment manner, as
distinct from that which was carried on by forcel dy stealth. We shall have a good deal more to
say about this presently, so we need not let thitemaetain us now. Commanders of cruisers were
of course on the look-out for suspected craft,thay were reminded by the Board that they must
be careful to make no seizures within three milethe French and Dutch coasts. And that was
why, as soon as a suspected vessel was sightea, @aquture was about to be made, some officer
on the Revenue cutter was most careful immedidtetgke cross-bearings and fix his positipag;
196jor if no land was in sight to reckon the numbelteafgues the ship had run since the last "fix"
had been made. This matter naturally came out g&ongly in the trials when the captured
smugglers were being prosecuted, and it was thimdsssof the defending counsel to do their best
to upset the officers' reckoning, and prove tha& skispected craft was within her proper and
legitimate limits. Another trick which sprang upalabout 1815, was that of having the casks of
spirits fastened, the one behind the other, in dinea warp. One end of this rope would be passed
through a hole at the aftermost end of the keekrelit would be made fast. As the vessel sailed
along she would thus tow a whole string of barhdds the tail of a kite, but in order to keep the
casks from bobbing above water, sinkers were fastelNormally, of course, these casks would be
kept on board, for the resistance of these objets very considerable, and lessened the vessel's
way. Any one who has trailed even a fairly thickrgvastern from a small sailing craft must have
been surprised at the difference it made to thedpéthe vessel.

But so soon as the Revenue cutter began to loopobegboard went this string of casks towing
merrily below the water-line. The cutter would rdown to her, and order her to heave-to, which
she could afford to do quite willingly. She would boarded and rummaged, but the officer would
to his surprise find nothing at all and be compkfkg 19710 release her. Away would go the cruiser
to chase some other craft, and as soon as sheuvas$ the range of the commander's spy-glass, in
would come the tubs again and be stowed drippirtgenhold. This trick was played many a time
with success, but at last the cruisers got to betdre device and the smugglers were badly caught.
shall in due season illustrate this by an actualiomence. What | want the reader to bear in mind is
that whilst the age of smuggling by violence anaéotook a long time to die out, yet it reached its
zenith about the middle or the last quarter ofdlyhteenth century. Right till the end of the grand
period of smuggling violence was certainly used, the year 1815 inaugurated a period that was
characterised less by force and armed resistanae Hy artfulness, ingenuity, and all the
inventiveness which it is possible to employ onnauggling craft. "Smugglers,” says Marryat in
one of his novels, "do not arm now—the serviceos tlangerous; they effect their purpose by
cunning, not by force. Nevertheless, it requireg 8mugglers should be good seamen, smart, active
fellows, and keen-witted, or they can do nothindill they ask is a heavy gale or a thick fog, and
they trust to themselves for success.” It was eslheafter the year 1816, when, as we shall see
presently, the Admiralty reorganised the serviceroisers and the Land-guard was tightened up,
that the smugglers distinguished themselvepdyostheir great skill and resource, their enterprise,
and their ability to hoodwink the Revenue men. Waes with France and Spain had come to an
end, and the Government, now that her externabtesuallowed, could devote her attention to
rectifying this smuggling evil. This increased wdtdness plus the gradual reduction of duties
brought the practice of smuggling to such a lownpthat it became unprofitable, and the increased
risks were not the equivalent of the decreasedtprdthis same principle, at least, is pursueda t
twentieth century. No one is ever so foolish adryoand run whole cargoes of goods into the
country without paying Customs duty. But those mgas persons who smuggle spirits in foot-
warmers, saccharine in the lining of hats, tobasud cigars in false bottoms and other ways carry
out their plans not by force but by ingenuity, s



[Pg 199]
CHAPTER XI

THE SMUGGLERS AT SEA

Had you been alive and afloat in June of 1802 asmhlrruising about near Falmouth Bay, or
taken up your position on the top of one of thdseigus high cliffs anywhere between St. Anthony
and the Dodman, and remembered first to take vathyour spyglass, you would have witnessed a
very interesting sight; that is to say, if you haglen able to penetrate through the atmosphere,
which was not consistently clear throughout the. dky part of it, at any rate, was hazy and foggy
just as it often is in this neighbourhood at thaiet of year, but that was the very kind of conditio
which the smuggler loved. Between those two healdlare two fine bays, named respectively
Gerrans and Veryan, while away to the south-westahd runs out to sea till it ends in the Lizard.
A whole history could be written of the smugglingiah took place in these two bays, but we must
content ourselves with the one instance before us.

On this day it happened that his Majesty's frigasgard was proceeding up Channel under the
command of Captain Michael Seymour, Ri®g.200The time was three in the afternoon. In spite of
the haziness it was intermittent, and an hour eéaHe had been able to fix his position by St.
Anthony, which then bore N. by W. distant six owvese miles. He was then sailing by the wind
close-hauled lying S.S.E.»2E., in other words, stapéway from the land out into mid-channel,
the breeze being steady. By three o'clockRisgard had only travelled about another six or seven
miles, so that she was now about 12% miles fromABthony or just to seaward of the Lizard. It
was at this time that the frigate sighted a smaliaft, fore-and-aft rigged and heading N.N.W.pals
on a wind, the breeze being abaft her port, othag called it in those days, the larboard-beam.
This subsequently turned out to be the cuitera, and the course the cutter was taking would have
brought her towards the Dodman. The haze had rfted lfor a time, since although tRéora was
quite eight miles away she could be descried. Kngwhat this cutter had no right to be within a
line drawn between the Lizard and Prawl Point, Biegard starboarded her helm and went in
pursuit. But the~lora's crew were also on the look-out, though not aglittispleased that the fog
had lifted and revealed her position. When shetbaivtheFisgard was coming after her she began
to make off, bore up, and headed due North. Buagmtty she altered her tactics and hauled round
on the[pg 201ptarboard tack, which would of course bring heryivam the land, make her travel
faster because her head-sails would fill, and sipet also no doubt to get clear of the Prawl-to-
Lizard line. Before this she had been under eagysd now she put up all the canvas she could
carry.

But unfortunately th&lora had not espied earlier in the day another frigdteeh was also in the
vicinity. This was theNasso and the haze had hidden her movements. But neswm #hough the
weather was clearing, the bigger ship had beerehiddm view because she had been just round
the corner in Mevagissey Bay. And at the very titingt theFlora was running away from the
Fisgard and travelling finely with every sail drawing nigeand getting clear of the cliffs, the
Wassowas working her way round the Dodman. As soorhaddtter came into view she took in
the situation—the cuttdflora foaming along out to sea and tRisgard coming up quickly under a
mountain of canvas. So now there were two frigpi@suing the cutter, and thdora's skipper
must have cursed his bad luck for being caughtisttap. But that unkind haze was favouring the
King's ships to-day, for ere the chase had contiraach longer, yet a third frigate came in sight,
whose name was thidymph This was too much for thElora to be chased by three ships each
bigger and better armed than herself. Nyenphheaded her off, and the cutter seeinggtozwas



all up reluctantly hove-to. On examination she i@snd to have a cargo of gin, brandy, and
tobacco, which she would have succeeded in runasmgre had the haze not played such tricks.
However, she had done her best for three excitmgd for it was not until six on that wintry
evening that she was captured by hanph and if she had been able to hold on a little éorghe
might have escaped in the night and got right amray landed her cargo elsewhere before the sun
came out. But, as it was, her skipper James Dudrtdnéake his trial, when a verdict was given in
favour of the King, and Dunn was fined £200.

TheFlora with theFisgard WassgandNymph

We must pass over the next two years and travel fsoe end of the English Channel to phe
203jother till we find ourselves again in Kentish watefhe year is 1804, and the 14th of June. On
this summer's day at dawn the gun-hlagkal commanded by Captain Stewart, R.N., was cruising
about to the Nor'ard of the Goodwins. As day brb&ewvas informed that three smuggling vessels
had just been espied in the vicinity. The lattetaialy was not more than three miles from the |and
and it was fairly certain what their intention waAdlhen Captain Stewart came on deck and
convinced himself of their identity he ordered big boats, he himself going in one, while one of
his officers took command of another, each boairtggabout half-a-dozen men on board.

We mentioned just now how important it was in sgelses as this that the position should be
defined as accurately as possible. Immediatelyptats had left th@ackalthe pilot of the latter and
one of the crew on board took bearings from thetiNBoreland and found thkackalwas about 7-
3/4 miles from this landmark. They also took begsirof the position of the three smuggling
luggers, and found these were about three or falesroff and bore from théackalE. by S.

To return to Captain Stewart and the two boats:ther first twenty minutes these oared craft
gained on the luggers owing to the absence of wand,the smugglers could do nothing. The dawn
had revealed the presence of theckal to the smugglers no less than the latter had lpaen
204revealed to the gun-brig. And as soon as thetiltiarriers realised what was about to happen
they, too, began to make every effort to get movifige early morning calm, however, was less
favourable to them than to the comparatively ligated craft which had put out from thackal so



the three luggers just rolled to the swell under ¢hffs of the Foreland as their canvas and gear
slatted idly from side to side.

But presently, as the sun rose up in the skytla lireeze came forth which bellowed the lug-
sails and enabled the three craft to stand off fileenland and endeavour, if possible, to get dat in
the Channel. In order to accelerate their speedrwss laid on to the sweeps and pulled manfully.
Every sailorman knows that the tides in that netglthood are exceedingly strong, but the addition
of the breeze did not improve matters for dlagkal'stwo boats, although the luggers were getting
along finely. However, the wind on a bright Junernirog is not unusually fitful and light, so the
boats kept up a keen chase urged by their respectficers, and after three hours of strenuous
rowing Captain Stewart's boat came up with the fafsthese named thieO. But before he had
come alongside her and was still 300 yards awaynthster and pilot of this smuggler and six of
her crew was seen to get into the lugger's smalt bod row off to the second lugger named the
Nancy which they boardedrg 205\WWhen theJackal'scommander, therefore, came up with kit
he found only one man aboard her. He stopped toensakne inquiries, and the solitary man
produced some Bills of Lading and other papershtmawsthat the craft was bound from Emden to
Guernsey, and that their cargo was destined folathtex place.

The reader may well smile at this barefaced andnogus lie. Not even a child could be possibly
persuaded to imagine that a vessel found hovebogtahe North Foreland was really making for
the Channel Isles from Germany. It was merely aoifistance of employing these papers if any
awkward questions should be asked by suspectingrRiewessels or men-of-war. What was truth,
however, was that thieO. was bound not to but from Guernsey, where shelteded a goodly
cargo of brandy and gin, all of which was foundbmard, and no doubt would shortly have been
got ashore and placed in one of the caves notdar £ ongnose. Moreover, the men were as good
as convicted when it was found that the spiritseniarthose small casks or tubs which were only
employed by the smugglers; and indeed never had aswargo of spirits to Guernsey been carried
in such small-sized kegs, for Guernsey always veckits spirits in casks of bold dimensions.

It was further pointed out at the trial that thgders could not have been bound on the voyage
206jalleged, for they had not enough provisions on ¢ho@ihe Solicitor-General also demonstrated
the fact that when these luggers were approache@ep water—that is, of course after the three
hours' chase—they could not possibly have beenngdkr Guernsey. The farther they stood from
the shore the greater would be their danger, fey thiould be likely at any hour to fall in with the
enemy's privateers which were known to be cruisioigfar off.

But to return to the point in the narrative when dvgressed. Captain Stewart, a quarter of an
hour before finally coming up with tHeD., had fired several times to cause her to heaviediothis
they declined to do, and all her crew but one deddrer as stated. Leaving one of his own men on
board her the naval officer, after marking her watbroad arrow to indicate she had been seized,
went with his four remaining men in pursuit of tecond lugger, which was rowing away with all
haste, and alongside which th®.'s boat was lying. But, as soon as Stewart begappooach, the
men now quitted the lugger and rowed back to Itle He opened fire at them, but they still
persisted, and seeing this he continued to putsiedcond lugger, boarded her and seized her, the
time being now about 6.30 A.M.

Afterwards he waited until his other boat had campe and left her crew in charge of thwg
2071second lugger, and then rowed off to the first krgggain, but once more the®.'s people
deserted her and rowed towards the shore. Undainetéden went in pursuit of the third lugger,
but as a breeze came up she managed to get aveagnBy he was able to hail a neutral vessel who
gave him a passage back, and at midday he rejtiedd., which was subsequently taken captive
into Dover, and at a later date ordered to be cmnéel. She had belonged to Deal and was no
doubt in the regular smuggling industry.



Then there was the case of the luggelly, which occurred in January of 1808. Because vessel
of this kind were, from their construction, theizes and their rig especially suitable for running
goods, they were now compelled to have a licenderdédoeing allowed to navigate at all. This
licence was given on condition that she was nevéretfound guilty of smuggling, nor to navigate
outside certain limits, the object of course betngprevent her from running backwards and
forwards across the English and Irish Channelshénpresent instance tilly had been licensed
to navigate and trade, to fish and to carry pib@sveen Bexhill and coastwise round Great Britain,
but not to cross the Channels. To this effect hastar, William Bennett, had entered in a bond. But
on the date mentioned she was unfortunately agtdakcovered at the island of Alderney, and it
was obvious that she was there for the purpesgeospf loading the usual cargo of goods to be
smuggled into England. Six days later she had takeboard all that she wanted, but just as she
was leaving the Customs officer examined her lieeaad as it was found that she was not allowed
to "go foreign," and that to go to Alderney had @& been regarded a foreign voyage, she was
promptly seized. Furthermore, as there was no stiggeof any fishing-gear found on board it was
a clear case, and after due trial the verdict wiaasngfor the King and she was condemned.

There is existing an interesting application frdra boat-masters and fishermen of Robin Hood's
Bay (Yorkshire) in connection with the restrictiombich were now enforced regarding luggers.
These poor people were engaged in the Yarmoutlingeishery, and prayed for relief from the
penalties threatened by the recent Act of Parliamesich stipulated that luggers of a size
exceeding 50 tons burthen were made liable toifarke As their North Sea craft came under this
category they were naturally in great distress. elav the Customs Board pointed out that the Act
allowed all vessels and boats of the above degmmiind tonnage "which were rigged and fitted at
the time of the passing thereof and intended ferpilwrpose of fishing"” to be licensed.

Whenever those tubs of spirits were seized fromaggling craft at sea they were forwardegl
2091t0 the King's warehouse, London, by those coastegsels, whose masters were "of known
respectability.” And by a different conveyance mpke pint of every cask was to be transmitted to
the same address. The bungs of the casks were decbheed with a tin-plate, and under a seal of
office, each cask being branded with the letterdR’G and the quantity given at the head of each
cask. But those spirits which were seized on lartireot on sea were to be sold by public auction.
All smuggling transactions of any account, andsalizures of any magnitude, and especially all
those which were attended by any attempt to resgers to be reported separately to the Customs
Board. Small casks which had contained seizedtspiviere, after condemnation, sometimes
allowed to fall into the hands of the smugglerspwised them again for the same purpose. To put a
stop to this it was ordered that these tubs wefeture to be burnt or cut to pieces "as to be dinly
for firewood."

Even as early as 1782 considerable frauds werepated by stating certain imports to be of one
nature when they were something entirely differémr instance a great deal of starch had been
imported under the denomination of flour from Iredla The Revenue officers were therefore
instructed to discriminate between the two artidlgshe following means. Starch "whergy 210jn
flour" and real flour could be differentiated bytfg some of each into a tumbler of water. If the
"flour" were starch it would sink to the bottom afodm a hard substance, if it were real flour then
it would turn into a paste. Starch was also muclktextthan flour. And a good deal of spirits, wine,
tea, and tobacco brought into vessels as shipg'esstor the crew were also frequently smuggled
ashore. Particularly was this the case in smakelesfrom Holland, France, Guernsey, Jersey, and
Alderney.

One day in the month of May, 1814, a fine Westdandship named th@aroline set sail from the
Island of St. Thomas with a valuable cargo of ciéagoods, and in due time entered the English
Channel. Before long she had run up the coast amadf herself off Fairlight (between Hastings
and Rye). The people on shore had been on thedobker this ship, and as soon as @&roline
hove in sight a boat put off to meet her. Some thnew down a line which was made fast to the



boat, and from the latter several men clamberedaraboAfter the usual salutations they
accompanied the master of the ship and went bebothe cabin, where some time was spent in
bargaining. To make a long story short, they aredniyp purchase from th@aroline 25 gallons of
rum and some coffee, for which the West Indiamakipper was well paid, the average price of
rum in thatjpg 211year being about 20s. a gallon. A cask of rum, 8 ofvcoffee in a barrel and 2
cwt. in a bag were accordingly lowered over the'shside into the boat and away went the little
craft to the shore, having, as it was supposedatedethe Customs. THhearoline continued her
course and proceeded to London. The Customs atitispthowever, had got wind of the affair and
the matter was brought to a conclusion before dmesdViajesty’s judges.

"The Caroline continued her course and proceeded to London."

But East Indiamen were just as bad, if not a gileat worse, for it was their frequent practice to
arrive in the Downs and sell quantities of teaht® men who came out from Deal[iry 2125mall
craft. The commodity could then be kept either tloe use of their families and sold to their
immediate friends, or sent up to London by the felsf' in the manner we spoke of in an earlier
chapter. In the instances when spirits were smdggieo the country there was usually some
arrangement between the publicans and the smudgletésposing of the stuff. But, you may ask,
how did the Deal boatmen manage to get the telaeio homes without being seen by the Customs
officers? In the first place it was always diffictb prove that the men really were smugglers, for
they would be quite wide-awake enough not to bahgious bales ashore; and, secondly, the Deal
men had such a reputation as desperate chardestrnsa officer, unless he was pretty sure that a
smuggling transaction was being carried on anddcoelly, too, on being well supported by other



Customs men and the soldiers, would think of meddin the matter. But, lastly, the men who
came ashore from the East Indiamen had a smétdittige of their own for concealing the tea.
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How the Deal Boatmen used to Smuggle Tea Ashore.

The accompanying picture is no imaginary instarmg, is actually taken from an official
document. The figure is supposed to represent brieese Deal boatmen, and the numerals will
explain the methods of secreting the tea. (1) bidE a cotton bag which was made to fit the crown
of his hat, and herein could g 213rarried 2 Ibs. of tea. He would, of course, haweHait on as he
came ashore, and probably it would be a sou'westethere would be nothing suspicious in that.
(2) Cotton stays or a waistcoat tied round the bdtiys waistcoat was fitted with plenty of pockets
to hold as much as possible. (3) This was a bistléhe lower part of the body and tied on with
strings. (4) These were thigh-pieces also tied doand worn underneath the trousers. When all
these concealments were filled the man had ondrsop as much as 30 Ibs. of tea, so that he came
ashorepg 214pnd smuggled with impunity. And if you multiply the 30 Ibs. by several crews of
these Deal boats you can guess how much loss Rahenue the arrival of an East Indiamen in the
Downs meant to the Revenue.

Another old dodge, though different in kind, waspémged by a smuggling vessel when at sea
and being chased towards evening, or on one oéttlags when the atmosphere is hazy or foggy.



To prevent her canvas being a mark against thedwrithe lugger would lower her sail, and her
black hull was very difficult to distinguish in thgathering gloom. This happened once when the
smuggling cutteGloire, a vessel of 38 tons burthen belonging to Weymowtks being chased
about midnight in January of 1816 by the RevenugecRose The smuggler had hoped to have
been able to run his goods ashore at Bowen Botimrset, but thdRosewas too smart for him,
launched her galley, and seized her with a fuljoaf half-ankers.



[Pg 215]
CHAPTER XII

THE WORK OF THE CUTTERS

If the reader will carry his mind back to 1787 hdl wecollect that in this year we saw a
reformation in the system of the Revenue cruisansgl, the practice of employing hired craft was
discontinued. This reformed system went on ungl yiear 1816, when a highly important change
occurred in the administration of these vessels.

On the 5th of April in that year all the Revenueisers which previously had been under the
control of the Board of Customs now passed intoheds of the Admiralty. The general object
was to adopt more effectual means for putting @ stothe smuggling, and these vessels were of
course to be employed in co-operation with the sbiphis Majesty's Navy afloat and the Revenue
officers on shore. Due notice was accordingly skatn the Customs office informing the
commanders of cruisers that they were to place skbres under the orders of the Admiralty in the
future. But the cost of these cruisers was stibedorne by the Customs as before.

It may seem a little curious that whereas the Badr@ustoms had controlled these vessels for
[Pg 216pbout a hundred and fifty years this sudden chahgeld have been made. But, primarily,
any customs organisation must belong to the shdre.employment of cruisers was in its origin
really an afterthought to prevent the Crown beihgated of its dues. In other words, the service of
sloops and cutters was a kind of off-shoot from ¢leevice on land. It was only because the
smuggling was so daring, because the Crown was@darly robbed that some means of dealing
with these robbers on sea and on even terms hlad tlevised. But, of course, with the Admiralty
the case was quite different. For long centuriest tthepartment had to deal with ships and
everything therewith connected. Therefore to mamsgemed that that department which controlled
the Navy should also control that smaller navy cosegl by the Revenue cruisers.

At this date we must recollect that the Battle cditévloo had been won only a few months, that
once and for all Napoleon had been crushed andehrdkat at last there had come peace and an
end of those wars which had seemed interminabmRhis return of peace followed two facts.
Firstly, the European ports were now opened afnresimerely to honest traders, but to the fleets of
smugglers who could go about their work with greatgety, with less fear of being captured by
privateers. Thus it was most probable that as tighigh Channel was nowg 217practically a clear
sphere there would be a renewed activity on the gfahese men. But, secondly, it also followed
that the Admiralty, charged no longer with the atyxiand vigilance which a naval war must bring
with it, was free to devote its manifold abilitieapst especially in respect of organisation, fa th
benefit of the Revenue department. At one andadheegime, then, there was the chance of greater
smuggling activity and a more concentrated effoqpit down this smuggling.

Furthermore, inasmuch as the wars had ended thg iNgaded fewer men. We know how it was
in the case of Naval officers, many of whom fouhednhselves unemployed. But it was not less bad
for the seamen, many of whom had drifted into teesise by the way we have seen—through
being captured smuggling and then impressed. Redusnce more to their native haunts after long
separation, was it likely that having done so mumhng, fought so many battles, sailed so many
miles, passed through so many exciting inciderdas ttrey would quietly take to tilling the fields or
gathering the crops? Some, no doubt, did; othepdiebthemselves to some other industries for
which they were fitted. But there were very manyowyent back to the occupation of the smuggler.
They had heard the call to sea, and since fishiag iw a bad way they must resume running illicit
cargoes againpg 218Agriculture and the like have few fascinations feen who have fought and



roamed the sea most of their lives. So when sonermrsing rascal with enough ready capital
came along they were more than prepared to takleupractice once more.

That was how the matter was viewed from their siig.the Government were determined that
an evil which had been a great worry for at leasemstury and a half of English history should be
stamped out. The only way was to make the smugglinpgofitable. Inasmuch as these men for the
most part made their profits through being ablerndersell the fair trader (because there were no
Custom duties paid) the most obvious remedy woakktheen to lower the rates of import duties.
But since that was not practicable, the only pdesatiernative was to increase the dangers and risk
to which a smuggler must expose himself.

And instantly the first step, then, must be towaedtablishing "such a system of discipline and
vigilance over the Revenue cruisers and boats atglie the country the benefit of their constant
and active services." These smuggling pests musiobght out, they must never be allowed to
escape, to laugh defiantly at the Crown's effoaisd they must be punished severely when
captured. It was therefore deemed by the Trea&atythere would be a greater efficieney219jn
these cruisers if "put under naval watchfulness @isdipline, controlled by such authority as the
Department of the Admiralty may think fit."

The change came about as stated, and the Admieglined in the service those officers and
crews of the Revenue cruisers as by length of serand in other ways had shown that they were
fit and efficient. Those, however, who had growm told for the work were superannuated.
Similarly, with regard to the Preventive boatmérese were also taken over by the Admiralty, but
here, again, only those who were capable were satephile for the others "some moderate
provision” was made.

On the last day of July in that year were senttbeatregulations which the Admiralty had drawn
up respecting the salaries, wages, victualling,, &f. the Revenue cruisers. These may be
summarised as follows, and compared with rates lwhave been given for previous years. They
were sent addressed in each case to the "Commahddis Majesty's Cruiser employed in the
prevention of smuggling."

And first as to payment:

(I.) CRUISERS OF THEFIRST CLASS, i.e. of 140 tons burthen and

upwards.
Commander to have £150 per annum
1st Mate 80 per annum
2nd Mate 45 per annum

(1) CRUISERS OF THESECONDCLASS, i.e. of 100 tons angbg 220]

upwards but under 140 tons.

Commander to have £130 per annum
1st Mate 70 per annum
2nd Mate 40 per annum

(I11.) CrRUISERS OF THETHIRD CLASS, i.e. of less than 100 tons.
Commander to have £110 per annum
1st Mate 60 per annum
(No 2nd Mate)



The wages of the following persons were to remiansame in all classes, viz.:

Deputed Mariners £2 8s. per lunar month
Seamen 2 0 per lunar month
Boys 10 O per lunar month

Muster books were ordered to be kept regularly, toedsum of 1s. 6d. was allowed to the
commander a day for each man borne on the booksaetglly victualled, to provide for the
following proportion of provisions:—1-1/2 Ibs. ofaat, 1-1/2 Ibs. of bread, 1/2 gallon of beer. The
commander was also allowed 3s. a day for his owtuais, and a like sum for each of his mates.
Allowance was made for a medicine chest to thendx@é £3 annually. All expenses of pilotage
were to be paid by the Navy, "but the commandedsraates are to make themselves acquainted
with the coasts, &c., and no general pilot willdd®wed for more than two months after a cruiser's
arrival on any new station."

[Pg 221ANnd there is now a notable innovation, which markweel advent of a new age. Instead of
the prevailing hempen cables with which these ersitiad been supplied and had been in use for
centuries among our ships, these cutters were extder be furnished with chain cables "in order
that the vessels may have the less occasion fagdoia King's Port to refit or make purchases." If
a man were injured or became sick whilst in theiserso as to need surgical aid, the expense was
to be allowed. And in order still further to makeetcruisers independent of the shore and able to
offer no excuse for running into harbour they werdered never to proceed to sea without three
weeks' provisions and water. As to the widows ofinggis, they were to receive £10 per annum.

So much, then, for the new conditions of servicehiese Revenue craft as undertaken by the
Admiralty. Let us now obtain some idea of the dutthat were attached to these officers and
vessels. The commanders were directed by the Attynicamake themselves familiar with the Acts
of Parliament for the prevention of smuggling, @sdim Council, Proclamations, &c., and to obey
the instruction of whatever admiral they were pthoader, as also the commanders of any of his
Majesty's ships whom they might fall in with "diti@g you from the cruise on which you are
employed.”

[Pg 222Each commander was assigned his own particulaostetr cruising, and he was never to
lie in any harbour, bay, or creek unless by stodsgeather or other unavoidable necessity. He was
to keep a look-out for vessels of a suspicious aggee, which, in respect of size and build,
appeared to be adapted for smuggling. Especially e to look out for French craft of this
description. Having arrested them he was to haechthver to the nearest man-of-war. He was also
to keep a smart look-out for the smugglers' practit sinking goods and afterwards creeping for
them. The cruisers were to visit the various cresaks bays; and whenever weather permitted the
commander was to send a boat and crew to examate @aces at night. And, if necessary, the
crew were to remain there until the cruiser camietch them back in the morning.

Care was to be taken that the smugglers themsetvésss than their craft and goods were to be
captured, and the commanders of these cruiserstover@operate with the Land-guard and keep in
close touch with the Riding officers ashore as wasllthe Sitters of Preventive boats, and to agree
upon a code of signals between them, as, for ex@rbglmaking false fires at night or the hoisting
of proper colours in the different parts of the sedsby day, so that the shore officers might be
informed of any suspicious vessels on the coass&leruisers were also to speak with all the ships
[Pg 223with which they fell in, and to direct any shipsgct to quarantine to proceed to quarantine
stations. And if they came across some merchantonasther vessel, which they suspected of
smuggling, the cruiser was to accompany such dnaft port. And they were enjoined to be



particularly careful to guard East India shipsheit moorings, or until, the next station havingie
reached, they could be handed over to the nexdernui

The commanders of the cruisers were also to behein yuard against the practice in vogue
among ships that had been to Holland and Frandecmeils, for these craft were especially prone
on their return to putting dutiable goods into tiginaft from London, or on the coast, but chiefly
into cobbles or small fishing craft at sea. Andrewden it should happen that a cruiser had to be
detained in port for repairs, the commander wasptire as many officers and seamen as possible
and to employ these in keeping a regular watchhenhigh grounds near the sea, so as to watch
what was passing, and, if necessary, despatchtaabdagart of the cruiser's crew. The commanders
were reminded that the cruisers were not to wearctiours used in the Royal Navy, but to wear
the same ensigns and pendants as provided by tren&eBoard under 24 Geo. lll. c. 47, sect. 23.

On a previous page we went into the mgtige24pf firing at the smuggling craft with shotted or
with unshotted guns. Now among the instructionscivtwere issued by the Admiralty on taking
over these Revenue cruisers was the clear ordenthafficer of a cruiser or boat was justified in
shooting at a suspected smuggling vessel untifdhmaer shall have first hoisted his pendant and
ensign, nor unless a gun shall have been firsd fieea signal. The date of this, of course, wa$.181
But among the documents preserved at the Swanss@r@iHouse there is an interesting letter
dated July 1806, written by the Collector to Mr.ldHouse, stating that a Mr. Barber, the sailing-
master of theCleveland had been committed for trial on a charge of witfwrder, he having fired
a shot to cause a boat to bring-to and thus kidlecthan. This, taken in conjunction with the
testimony of the Sheerness Coastguard, to whidlndexd by anticipation and shall mention again,
seems to me fairly conclusive thatgracticeat least there was no fixed rule as to whethefitbe
gun were shotted or unshotted. At the same timaliowe quoted instruction from the Admiralty,
although loosely worded, would seem to have meaait the first gun was merely to be of the
nature of a warning signal and no shot fired is first instance.

And then, again, among these instructions cropppdthe reminder that in times past
commanders of cruisers had not been wont to kgegsthe sea in bad weather—a period when
the conditions were most favourable for smugglerst+mow the Admiralty remarked that if the
commander should be deficient in "this most esakpart of your duty" he would be superseded.
On the west coasts of England and Scotland espedame of the commanders had been
accustomed in former years to pass the night inesbanbour, bar, or creek instead of cruising on
their station and counteracting the designs ofthagglers, "who will always prefer the night time
for carrying on his operations." Consequently trdgmiralty now strictly charged the commanders
to cruise during the night, and no matter of pevabncern must serve as a pretext for any
intermission.

They were also to maintain a regular communicatigth the commander of any other vessel
with which they had been instructed to cruise incawt. And cruisers were to be furnished with the
laws relative to smuggling and not to exceed thware vested in the commanders by law. As to
any un-Customed or prohibited goods these were tgebured in the King's Warehouse at the next
port, and care was to be taken that these goodaimechundamaged or pilfered by the crew. And
after the goods had been thus put ashore bothothenander and mate were carefully to search the
smuggling vessel, the boxes, and beddinggd2eher crew to see if anything had been kept back.

Whenever a vessel was seized at sea precautioridmteken to ascertain the distance from the
shore "by causing two points of land to be set, thiedbearings thereof to be noted by two or more
of your officers and mariners who are acquainteth those points of land, so that each of them
may be in condition to swear to the bearings fromrote taken by him at the time, to be produced
by him upon the trial of the vessels."

Any papers found on board the smuggling craft weraediately to be initialled by the persons
present, and no cruiser or any of her boats shioelldmployed in carrying passengers or pleasure



parties. The commander and mate were to keep $epatanals of all the proceedings of the
cruiser relating to wind and weather, bearings, disthnces from the land, soundings, &c., every
twenty-four hours so that the admiral could telletiter the cruisers had used every exertion to
suppress smuggling, or had been negligent and shattieir duties. For this purpose the twenty-
four hours were divided into three parts thus:—Nthh to 8 A.M., 8 A.M. to 4 P.M., and 4 P.M. to
midnight. In each of these three divisions the camder was to fix his position by cross-bearings
and soundings if in less than 30 fathoms. This twdse done a little before sunrise, at noon, and a
little before sunset, provided that if the Igngl227were not seen or the cruiser be chasing a vessel,
this fact was to be noted in the journal, and tbarimgs and soundings were to be taken whenever
the land should be seen. An exact copy of thisnauvas to be sent after the end of each month to
the admiral under whose command the cruiser hapjpenge placed.

The table on p. 228 is an example of the journar@f of these craft, and will show instantly the
kind of record which was kept.

On the 1st of January, 1817, the Preventive boatse put under the control of Captain Hanchett,
R.N., who was known as the Controller-General efPheventive Boat Service. There was an effort
made also in this department to obtain increasikclesfcy. And the following articles were ordered
to be supplied to each Preventive boat:—one snraltésk to hold two gallons of fresh water, one
small water-tight harness cask to hold provisiamme chest of arms and ammunition, one Custom
House Jack, two "spying-glasses" (one for the whtmlse, the other for the boat), one small
bucket for baling, one "wall piece,” forty rounds$ cartridges, thirty muskets or carbines,
preference being given to carbines with musket-balle where new ones are to be purchased,
twenty light pistols, balls in proportion to theaade, bayonets, cutlasses, pouches, tucks, small han
hatchets for cutting away rigging, musket flintstel flints, a set of implements for cleaning arms
a set of rummaging tools, and a dark "lanthorn.thhis full inventory these open, oared boats
could go about their work for long spells in baygp, creeks and estuaries, on the prowl for the
smugglers by night.

JOURNAL OF HIS MAJESTYS REVENUE CRUISER THE"V IGILANT," JOHN SMITH, COMMANDER,
FOR THEMONTH OFJULY 18—{Pg 228]

DAY OF OBSERVATION MADE.
THE WEEK WiND. WEATHER. AOTRSI';A LanD BEﬁEg\'GS SOUT’\?'NGS OCCURRENCES AND
AND PORT. SEEN. DISTANCES | FATHOMS. REMARKS:
MONTH.
IN MILES
July E.S.E. Moderatg At sea Red W.N.W. | Above Cruising in
Monday Head 9 miles | 30 station spoke a
1st., _ Light, S.W. by vesgel from thg
Morning Bell S. 12 Baltic laden with
or first Rock miles hemp, &c., but
part sea running
high, did not
board her. Saw
H.M. sloop
Cherokeéo the
N.E. at 9 A.M.
Noon or Fifeness| W.N.W,| 23 Nothing
second 5 miles remarkable




part Isle of S.W. by occurred.
May W. 6
miles
Evening Fifeness| S.byE| 12 Lost sight of the
or third 82 Cherokee
part miles standing off and
Light, | E.bysS. onin St.
Bell 9 miles Andrews Bay.
Rock Sent out the boa
with Mr. Jones,
second mate, to
visit the creeks.

Whenever any vessels were seized and condemnéeid @ekcriptivepg 229)account was sent to
London regarding their size, breadth, depth, burtrege, where built, draught, scantlings, the
nature of the wood, how fastened, whether the agfeared strained, how many guns she carried,
what was the probable expense of having her réfittiew long she would last when this had been
done, whether she had the reputation for rowingading quickly, and what was her value. If it was
recognised that she was a serviceable vessel shengtato be destroyed but employed in the
Preventive service.

Among the names of the Revenue cutters about itme tere theScorpion Enchantress
Jacobus andRattlesnakeThere was a good deal of smuggling now goingnoassex, and the last-
mentioned was employed to watch the river Blackwatehat district. Lieutenant Neame, R.N.,
was also ordered to proceed to the Blackwater thi¢hluggerFortune and arrived there to take
charge of theRattlesnakeThis was in September 1818; and here let us tethat although the
Preventive Water-guard originallpg 230had charge of the whole coast of England, yet a few
months before the above date—it occurred actualjuly 1817—the staff between the North and
South Forelands was withdrawn, and this part otcthest was placed under the charge of the Coast
Blockade. Under the arrangement of 1816, when thisers had been put under the care of the
Admiralty, the Preventive Waterguard had come uriderauthority of the Treasury, but now, in
1817, came the change mentioned. Towards the ofds&18 this Coast Blockade, instead of being
confined merely to that coast between the two Rods, was extended till it reached on the one
side Shellness by the mouth of the East Swale,amthe other right away down Channel to
Cuckmere Haven (between Newhaven and Beachy Head).

The history of this change may be summed up asevisll It was suggested in the year 1816 by
Captain M'Culloch of H.M.SGanymeddwhich was one of the vessels employed in thegrgon
of smuggling between Dungeness and North Foreltdrat)it would be advantageous to land the
crews of the vessels employed on the cruisers ana@lNships engaged in preventing smuggling.
The men were to be put ashore every day just afteset and so form a guard along the coast
during the night. In the morning, just before saerithe men were to be put on board their ships
once more. So the experimgryg 231was tried and was found to be so successful tietrtethod of
guarding the coast was adopted by a Treasury Mioutine 19, 1817. The district between the
Forelands was assigned to Captain M'Culloch, whibwkigh him the officers and crew of H.M.S.
Severn Those boats and men which had belonged to theeRtige service stationed between the
Forelands were withdrawn, and the entire proteabiothis district was left to Captain M'Culloch’s
force. This was known as the Coast Blockade, argl afterwards extended as just mentioned to
Sheppey and Seaford.

If we may anticipate for a moment in order to preseontinuity, let us add that in the year 1821
this span of coast was divided into three, eaclsidiv being subdivided into four districts. The



divisions were under the superintendence of a sdisigtenant, a midshipman, one petty officer of
the first class and one of the second. The districn the other hand, were under the
superintendence of a junior lieutenant. The merewsrided into parties of ten, each party having
about a mile of coastline, and guard-houses wdsblkeshed along the coast at a distance of about
every four miles. The seamen volunteered into teeviee, and, if found effective, of good
character, but had no relatives in the neighbouthtioey were accepted. The object of this last
condition was to prevent their showing any sympathth [pg 232the smugglers of the district.
These men undertook to serve for three years, angdadyment of wages they were borne on the
books of any of his Majesty's ships.

We can thus see how gradually the influence of Aldeniralty had been exerted over the
Preventive work which had been carried on by thet@us. There are then three steps. First in
assisting the Revenue cruisers, and, lastly, bingakharge of the Land-guard. The proof of the
wisdom of this change was seen in results, folRéeenue derived better protection because of the
Admiralty influence. There was better disciplinega@ter activity, and a smarter look-out was kept.
Thus it came about that in that very south-eastisirict which had been for so long a time
notorious for its nefarious trade, the smugglentbtheir calling a very difficult one. And both
these changes in respect of cruisers and Land-gbadd been made certainly not with the
enthusiastic support of the Board of Customs, wdub indeed expressed their doubts as to whether
such a transformation were prudent.

Some idea of the number of his Majesty's ships aesbels which were employed in the
prevention of smuggling in the year 1819 may behgad from the following list. It should,
however, be mentioned that these did not includentimbers of Custom House cruisers which the
Admiralty had begun to control, but werg 233pctually the Naval ships which aided those of the
Revenue:—

Plymouth supplied 10 ships and 4 tenders

Portsmouth supplied 8 ships and 3 tenders
Sheerness supplied 8 ships and 2 tenders
Leith supplied 7 ships and 1 tender

Ireland supplied 12 ships and 1 tender

at a total cost of £245,519. But it should alsdobene in mind that these ships of the Navy, or at
any rate by far the greater number of them, woaldehbeen in commission whether employed or
not in the prevention of smuggling, and in certaases these ships were employed in the
Preventive service for only a part of the year. hWfitt the Revenue cutters the Navy could not
possibly have dealt with the smugglers, and this aetually admitted in a Treasury Minute of
January 15, 1822. The total number of Revenue emsiismployed in Great Britain and Ireland
during the year 1819, as distinct from the shipghefRoyal Navy, amounted to 69. The following
year this number had increased to 70. These we@igned thus:—

20 under the Commander-in-Chief at Sheerness
11 under the Commander-in-Chief at Portsmouth
14 under the Commander-in-Chief at Plymouth
12 under the Commander-in-Chief at Leith
11 were employed in Ireland
11 were employed in Ireland

were employed by the Commissioners of
__ Customs
70

[Pg 234]T0 sum up then with regard to the Preventive Wagtexrd, let us state that this had been
constituted in 1809 to supplement the efforts & tnuisers and Riding officers, the coast of



England and Wales being divided into three pamsl placed under the control of Inspecting
Commanders. Under this arrangement were includedRivenue cruisers themselves. Then in
1816 the Admiralty had taken over these cruiseosnfithe Preventive Water-guard, and the
following year the Coast Blockade had taken ovat portion of the coast between the Forelands,
to be extended in 1818 to Shellness and Seafopecasgely.

The sphere of activity on the part of the PrevenWater-guard was thus by the year 1819
considerably curtailed, and from the instructionkick were now issued to the Inspecting
Commanders we can see how the rest of the coastiez than that section just considered was
dealt with. Each station consisted of one chiefceff one chief boatman, two commissioned
boatmen, and four established boatmen. There wsig-@ared boat with her rudder and wash-
boards—"wash-streaks" they are officially calledfiva-fathom rope as a light painter, eight good
ash oars, two boat-hooks. She was a sailing ¢oafshe was provided with a fore-mast, main-mast,
and mizzen-mast, with "haul-yards," travellers, devauls, sheets, &c. Her canvas consisted of
foresail, mainsail, and mizzen with a yard for ea&helpg 235rarried also a jib, the casks for water
and provisions, a boat's "bittacle" (= binnacle)thwveompass and lamp. She was further furnished
with a couple of creeping irons for getting up #mugglers' kegs, a grapnel, a chest of arms and
ammunition, the Custom House Jack and spy-glaabeasdy mentioned.

This vessel was rigged as a three-masted lugghranjib. There is no mention of a bowsprit, so
either one of the oars or a boat-hook would haveetemployed for that purpose. In addition to this
larger boat there was also on the station a light-bared gig fitted with mast, yard (or "spree#),

7 Ib. hand lead, 20 fathoms of line for the latsex well as ballast bags to fill with stones ordsdh

the established crews were inadequate during emeygextra men could be hired. The boats were
painted twice a year, but "always to be completefdie the bad weather sets in, and the colours to
be assimilated as near as possible to those uséiehbyatives and smugglers which frequent the
coast which are least conspicuous."

If any of the established boatmen intermarried wiimilies of notorious smugglers the
Inspecting Commander was to send information tdCbetroller-General. Furthermore, no one was
to be appointed to any station within twenty midésis place of birth or within twenty miles of the
place where he had resided for six months prewotsis appointment.

[Pg 236]The name, colour, rig, and other description of aegsel about to depart on a smuggling
trip or expected to arrive with contraband goodstlmn coast were to be given by the Inspecting
Commander both to the admirals commanding the nievao off the coast in that neighbourhood,
to the captains and commanders of any men-of-w&ewvenue cruisers, and also to the Inspecting
Commander of the Preventive Water-guard on eititler &f him. And in order to keep the men up
to their duties the Preventive stations were tonlspected often, and at certain times by day and
night. The Inspecting Commanders were to perforair flourneys on horseback and to proceed as
much as possible by the sea-coast, so as to bes@mtheacquainted with the places where the
smugglers resort.

The officers and boatmen were ordered to resideastheir duty as possible and not to lodge in
the houses of notorious smugglers. Officers and wexe also to be private owners of no boats nor
of shares in public-houses or fishing-craft. Thepkcting Commanders were to report the nature of
the coast, the time, the manner, and the methoesiect of the smuggling generally carried on in
the district. If there were any shoals or rockg, generally laid down or known, discovered when
sounding to possess a different depth of wateif anything should occur which might be useful
for navigating the coasts of the kingdom, then €1pg 237pearings were to be taken and noted.
These men were also to render every assistancas® af wrecks and to prevent goods being
smuggled therefrom into the country. If any of gn&eventive boatmen were wounded in fighting
with a smuggler they were to be paid full wagestiaenty-eight days or longer, and a reasonable
surgeon's bill would be also paid.



And to prevent any possible excuse for discontiguanchase, the boat was never to leave the
beach without the two-gallon keg of fresh waterdAa prevent any obvious possibility, this boat
was never to be left by day or night without on¢haf boat's crew to guard it. The latter was always
to have ready some sort of floating buoy, "loadedn end and a piece of bunting at the other," for
marking the place where goods might be thrown aamdbin a chase. The Inspecting Commanders
were also to be on their guard against false in&dion, which was often given to divert their
attention from the real place where the smuggliag waccurring.

"As night is the time when smugglers generally thgir cargoes, it is expected that the boat, or
her crew, or the greater part of them will be @ither afloat or on land, as often as circumstances
will permit, which must be, at least, five nightsvaek.” They were ordered generally to co-operate
with the Revenue cruisers and to keep a journallgbroceedings. When out at night 23stime
they were to have a candle and "lanthorn” in that las well as the boat's "bittacle,” and not to
rummage a vessel without the candle being carefdbured in the lanthorn to prevent accident by
fire. All suspicious ships were to be rummaged, wheénever the weather would not permit of the
boat keeping the sea, the crew and Inspecting Comlenavere to keep a look-out by land. Even as
late as 1819, when the great wars had come todntemas found that the transfer of smugglers to
the Navy had continued to be the most effectualn®ed protecting the Revenue. The sum of £20
was granted for each smuggler taken, and this wamsktp the individual or individuals by whom or
through whose means the smuggler was absolutelyessbcand it was not to be paid to the crew in
general. But when chasing a smuggling craft, whellyenight or day, they were not to fire at the
delinquents until the Custom House Jack had beseplajied. The salary of each Inspecting
Commander, it may be added, was now £200 per ammah£60 for the first cost and upkeep of an
able horse.



[Pg 239]
CHAPTER XIII

THE PERIOD OF INGENUITY

Just as there had been a great improvement iretitganisation brought about by the advent of
the Coast Blockade, so the Preventive service oreshenerally was smartened up. That this was
so is clear from the existing correspondence. Rstance, five more Preventive boats were to be
stationed between Shellness and Southwold, an@ theéween Cuckmere Haven and Hayling
Island; another boat was sent to Newton (Yorkshaepther to Dawlish (Devonshire), and another
to Happisburgh (Norfolk) or, as it was then spiditphisburg.

Some idea of the activity of the cruisers may bEndeom the number of smugglers which these
craft had been able to capture. The reader willkect that during the year ending October 1, 1810,
the highest number of smugglers handed over toNidmey was thirteen, and this was done by
Captain Gunthorpe of the Excise cutt@per. He thus became entitled to the sum of £500. lithei
remembered also that it was afterwards decided Ibleginning in 1812, £500 would g 240paid
only if the number captured was not less than tyweBtit now from a Treasury Minute of October
20, 1818, we find that, although the former numifecaptures was over thirteen, it was just under
twenty. And, here again, Captain Matthew Gunthotpes time commanding the Excise cutter
Vigilant, and Captain Robert Hepburn of the Excise clRgentin the year 1816 seized nineteen
smugglers each, or a total of thirty-eight. As Ineftcaptain had reached the twenty and both were
equal, it was decided to add the second and thi@nds togetheii.€. £300 plus £200) and to give
£250 to Captain Gunthorpe, officers and crew, a?8i0fto Captain Hepburn, officers and crew.
And there is on record at this time a memorial frame W. Blake, the son of W. Blake, senior. The
last-mentioned had been commander of the ciit@ble but was drowned in 1816. His son now
prayed for the reward of £300 to be paid to theilfaof the deceased, as he had captured sixteen
smugglers.

After the Admiralty had taken over the Revenue s#ts they did not neglect to sanction a
pension system, and the following scheme was emmbraeCommanders of cruisers on retiring
were to have from £91, 5s. to £155, 2s. 6d. peurmraccording to their length of service; and for
any wound received they were to have an additif@a| 5s. per annum. First mates were pensioned
after five years' service at the rate of £35 a ybat afterpg 241thirty years' service they were to
have £85 a year as pension. And so it was arrafogedl ratings down to the boys. The widow of a
commander killed or drowned in the service wasvatid £65 a year.

And now that we are in that period after the ye&5lwe must not fail to bear in mind that this is
the epoch when the smugglers were using ingenuipyeference to force. The busiest part had yet
to come and did not occur till the third decadehaf nineteenth century. But even from the time of
the Battle of Waterloo until, say, about 1825 theese ten years in which the smugglers left no
device untried which they could conceive to endbém to outdo the Revenue authorities. And we
may now proceed to give actual instances of thagenious attempts.

We begin with the early part of 1816. At this tithe Tide-Surveyor at one of the out-ports had
reason to suspect that the French market-boatshwised to sail across to England were in the
habit of bringing also a good deal of silks andeotprohibited goods. At last he went on board one
of these craft and immediately after she had adrive caused the whole of her cargo to be put
ashore. He then searched her thoroughly from deckeklson, but he found nothing at all.
However, he was determined not to give up his quastl had part of her ceiling examined
minutely, and was then surprised to note that sioesh nails hagbg 242ppparently been driven. He



therefore caused the ceiling to be ripped off, wherdiscovered that a large variety of contraband
goods had been neatly stowed between the shigetim

It was only a few months later in that same yeat #nother Revenue officer boarded a Dutch
schuyt which was bound from Amsterdam to Londonr El&rgo consisted of 500 bundles of
bulrushes, but on making his examination thesedenbarticles were found to conceal between the
rushes forty-five boxes of glass in illegal packagend also some other prohibited goods which had
been shipped from the United Kingdom for exportatemd were intended to have been again
clandestinely relanded.

The reader will remember our mentioning the nam€agftain M'Culloch just now in connection
with the Coast Blockade. Writing on the 2nd of AptB17, from on board H.M.$anymeddying
in the Downs, this gallant officer stated thathaitgh it was known that the smugglers had
constructed places ashore for the concealmentrifatmand goods under the Sand Hills near to No.
1 and No. 2 batteries at Deal, yet these hidinggsdavere so ingeniously formed that they had
baffled the most rigid search. However, his plataofling crews from his Majesty's ships to guard
this district (in the manner previously describbdyl already begun to show good results. For two
midshipmen, named respectively Peate and Newggreascommanding the shore parties in that
neighbourhood, had succeeded in locating five a$étplaces of concealment.

"This discovery,"” continued the despatch, "I amuess will be a most severe blow to the
smugglers, as they were enabled to remove thegoearinto them in a few minutes, and hitherto no
person besides themselves could form any ideaeoiminner in which their store-holes were built.
They are generally 4 feet deep, of a square forthbanlt of a 2-inch plank, with the scuttle in the
top, into which a trough filled with shingle istétl instead of a cover to prevent their being found
out by pricking; and | understand they were builowe two years ago. | have ordered them to be
destroyed, and parties are employed in searchinguich concealments along the other parts of the
beach." Thus, thanks to the Navy, the smugglers desh given a serious repulse in the most
notorious district.

Then there was also the danger of collusive smaggkor instance, when a smuggler had been
frustrated from successfully landing a cargo ofitpfrom a small foreign vessel or boat he might
go and give information to a Custom officer so thatmight have the goods seized by the latter, the
arrangement being that the smuggler should be gd&ir portion of the reward which the officer
should receive for the seizure. Inasmuch as thé&cenff rewards were by no mears
244)inconsiderable this method might fully indemnifgtimuggler against any loss.

Just before Christmas of 1819 the Custom officea@ymouth seized on board a vessel named
The Three Brothersixteen half-ankers and seven small kegs or flaggd foreign spirits. These
were found to be concealed under a platform of abme feet in length fitted on either side of the
keelson, and of sufficient height for one cask.bitsadth was such as to allow of two casks and a
flaggon. When full this secret hiding-place wouldntain about thirty casks in all. The whole
concealment was covered with stone and iron balldst platform was fitted with false bulkheads
and filled up with large stones so as to avoid susp, the entrance to which was made (after
removal of the ballast) from the bottom of the t@stle through two bulkheads about two feet
apart.

Another instance was that of a consignment of ftages which had come over from France.
These cases contained plaster figures and appabedhollow. However, the Custom officers had
their suspicions and decided to perforate the @lagtthe bottom with an auger. After making still
larger holes there were extracted from inside til®wing amazing list of articles:—Two clock
movements, six pieces of bronze, thirty-two pieafgorcelain, and two small paintings.

A certain other French craft was boardedHayz4s5the Revenue officers who, on measuring her
range of deck and also under it including the bedds, found a greater difference than the rake



would fairly account for. They were naturally higlduspicious and proceeded to take down part of
the bulkhead aft, when they discovered that thlkHmad was not single but double, being between
the cabin and the hold. This bulkhead was madeokid ®ak planking and was 2 feet 10 inches
thick. It was securely nailed, and the cavity tmade extended from one side of the hull to the
other, giving a breadth of 7 feet 2 inches, itgtarbeing about 2 feet 2 inches, and the heigke8 f

6 inches. It will thus be readily imagined that @od quantity of spirits, wine, and plums from
France could easily therein be contained and broagjore when opportunity presented itself.

At another port a vessel was actually discoveredatee false bows. One might wonder how it
was that the officer ever found this out, but hes wemart enough to measure the deck on the port
side, after which he measured the ship below. Hmdoa difference of over a foot, and so he
undertook a thorough search of the ship. He first@eded to investigate the forepeak, but he was
unable to discover any entrance. He therefore wenthe hold, examined the bulkhead, and
observed that the nails of the cleats on the stabside had been drawn. He proceeded to force off
the cleats, whereupon one of tlrg 246poards of the bulkhead fell down, and a quantitjfEabt
India silk handkerchiefs came tumbling out. Neeslles say, this proved a serious matter for the
vessel's skipper.

Sometimes too, cases used to come over from Freoctining carton boxes of artificial
flowers. These boxes, it was found, were fittechwalse bottoms affording a space of not more
than a quarter of an inch between the real bottodhthe false. But into this space was squeezed
either a silk gauze dress or some parcels "verglyistitched in,” containing dressed ostrich
feathers. The flowers were usually stitched dowth&bottom of the boxes to prevent damage, so
it was difficult to detect that there was any fadtettom at all. However, after this practice hadrbe
in vogue for some time it was discovered by thedRee officers and the matter made generally
known among the officials at all the ports, so thaty could be on the alert for such ingenuity.

Sometimes when a Revenue officer was on her statienwould come across a sailing cratft,
which would be found to have quite a considerabi@ler of spirits in small casks together with a
number of other prohibited goods. If the masteswath a craft were told by the cruiser's officett tha
they would have to be seized as they were evidattbut to be smuggled, the master would reply
that they were nothing of the kind, g 247that whilst they were on the fishing grounds wogkin
their nets they happened to bring these casksam the sinkers and warp which had kept them
below water; or they had found these casks floatimghe sea, and had no doubt been either lost or
intentionally thrown overboard by some smugglingset while being chased by a Revenue cruiser.
It became a very difficult matter to ascertain unslech circumstances whether the master were
speaking the truth or the reverse, for it was nugather rare for the kegs to be picked up by
fishermen in the manner indicated. So the only watyof this dilemma was for the commanders of
the cruisers to bring such craft as the abovedm#arest Custom House, where the master could be
brought ashore and subjected to a cross-examinasido where they found these casks and what
they proposed doing with them.

A seizure was made at Deal about the year 1818istmgs of thirty-three packages of China
crape and silk. These had been very artfully cdedem the ballast bags of a lugger called the
Fame belonging to London. One package was found irh dzaxy completely covered up with
shingles or small stones, so that even if a susyscofficer were to feel the outside of these beagys
would be inclined to believe that they containedhimg but ballast, and if he opened them he
would think there was nothing else but stonestHergoods were carefully squeezed imtoessthe
centre of the bags and surrounded with a good riegk of shingle. Another dodge which was
discovered at Shoreham on a vessel which had coneDieppe was to have the iron ballast cast
in such a form that it was not solid but hollowides By this means a good deal of dutiable stuff
could be put inside the iron and then sealed umagaere was a ship, also, namedIgig of Rye,
which fell into disgrace in endeavouring to chde Customs. She was a smack of 26-16/94 tons
burthen, her master being William Boxhall. It wakile she was lying at her home port that one of



the Revenue officers discovered a concealment uhderballast, the entrance to which was
obtained by unshipping two bulkhead boards forwditere was one concealment on each side of
the keel, and each contained enough space to tootdtiventy to twenty-four ankers of spirits.

Along the Kentish coast a good deal of smuggliredu® go on by means of galleys which were
rowed by six, ten, and even twelve oars. As theseewavigated by foreigners and sailed under
foreign papers, the Customs officers were a ljitiezled as to what exactly could be done. Could
such craft be seized even when found with no cargmeboard, when they were either hauled up
the beach or were discovered hovering off the GoAster applying to the Board of Customs for
guidance they were referred to tlrg 249Act,[19] which provided that any boat, wherry, pinnace,
barge, or galley that was built so as to row witbrenthan four oars, if found within the counties of
Middlesex, Surrey, Kent, or Essex, or on the rivéames, or within the limits of the Port of
London, Sandwich, or Ipswich, or the creeks thelettonging, should be forfeited together with
her tackle. The object of this was clearly to prewtbe shortest cross-Channel route being traversed
from Holland or France by big, seaworthy but openjtiple-oared craft, with enough men to row
them and enough space to carry cargo that woulekrireksmuggling journey worth while.

The following fraud was detected at one of the puts in 1819. An entry had been made of
twenty-seven barrels of pitch which had been imgabih a ship from Dantzic. But the Revenue
officers discovered that these casks were pecyl@nhstructed. Externally each cask resembled an
ordinary tar-barrel. But inside there was encloardther cask properly made to fit. Between the
cask and the outside barrel pitch had been run theabung so that the enclosure appeared at first
to be one solid body of pitch. But after the affams properly looked into it was found that the
inner cask was filled with such dutiable articlespéate glass and East India china.

Sometimes tubs of spirits were packed upryresopacks and packs of wool and thus conveyed
from the coast into the interior of the countrydan the seizing of some goods at Guernsey it was
found that tea had been packed into cases to résgrabkages of wine which had come out of a
French vessel belonging to St. Malo. Nor was theawvof a certain boat found at Folkestone any
novice at this high-class art. Of course those wheeedays when keels of iron and lead were not so
popular as they are to-day, but inside ballast alasst universal, being a relic of the mediseval
days when so much valuable inside space was wass#dps. In this Folkestone boat half-a-dozen
large stones were used as ballast, which was anadtyal thing for such a craft. But when these
stones came to be examined they were found to beae hollowed out and to have been fitted with
tin cases which were filled with spirits. One canaoquit the owner of any fraudulent intent, but
one certainly can admire both his ingenuity anddgieat patience which must have been necessary
to have hollowed a cavity from such an unyieldingtenial as stone. This was equalled only by the
cargo from Guernsey. Four sacks said to contaiatpes from the Channel Isles were opened by
the Revenue officers at a certain port, and, ongexamined, it was found that these were not
potatoes at all. They were so many rolls of tobagba@h had been fashioned to resemble the size
and form of thgrg 251vegetable, and then covered artfully over withia gkin and finally clayed
over so cleverly that they had every appearanteeopotatoes they pretended to be.

But the Channel Isles were still notorious. In tweebacks of flour imported from Jersey were
found hidden in the middle twelve bales of tobaa&ighing 28 Ibs. each. A few weeks later three
boxes of prunes also from Jersey were opened, wheas discovered that the prunes were not
more than three inches deep at the top and thobesrdeep at the bottom. But between there was a
space in which were concealed—in each box—a pagreepof silk, some scarves and gloves, &c.
But in order to make the total weight of the boymximate to that which would have existed had
it been full of prunes a square piece of lead wasgal above and another underneath these dutiable
articles.

But to me the most ingenious method of all was wiath was employed in 1820 for smuggling
tobacco. The offending ship was one of the vessmigloyed in the transport service, and the man



who thought of the device was not far from beingeaius. He first of all obtained the quantity of
tobacco which he proposed—no doubt with the assistaof more than one confederate—to
smuggle ashore. He then proceeded to divide thes tiwwo, each of which formed one strand.
Afterwards he made theg®y 2525trands into a rope, every bit of it being tobadgat then he took

a three-strand hawser and laid this over the tahasx that when the hawser was finished no one
could suspect the tobacco without first cuttingiolaying the rope. | have not been able to discover
how this trick was ever suspected. Nothing less #ra accident or the information of a spy could
possibly lead to detection in such a clever case.

There were all sorts of varieties of concealmemw practised since the "scientific" period of
smuggling had come in. And since those wicked algschave passed, and with them a good many
of the old-fashioned types of craft, it may be wh#lt examples of these misdirected efforts should
be collected herewith. There was a smack, for im&awhich was found to have under her ballast a
large trunk that was divided into four separate partments each about 15 feet long and could
contain twelve half-ankers. One end of the trunls fimed against the bulkhead of the cabin, and
extended the whole length of the hold opening & firward end close to the keelson by
unshipping two pieces of the bulkhead.

Another instance of the employment of false bowa twaft was found on searching the fishing
smackFlower, of Rye, whose master's name was William Headval$ observed that this false
section would hold as much as forty to fifiy 253half-ankers, the entrance being on the port side of
the false bow, where a square piece took out, bieisigned by a couple of screws, the heads of
which were concealed by wooden bungs imitatingniaés. TheFlower was further discovered to
have a false stern, the entrance to this being &gns of the upper board of this stern on the port
side in the cabin. She was a vessel 39 feet 2atfes long, 12 feet 1-1/2 inches beam, 5 feet 9-1/2
inches deep, and of 23-1/2 tons burthen, beingdfitith a standing bowsprit and sloop-rigged. An
almost identical set of concealments was founchensmackAlbion at Sandwich, a vessel of over
42 tons burthen. The entrance to her false stestlvaugh a small locker on the port and starboard
sides. She was further fitted with a false sterstjamd false timbers.

A considerable amount of ingenuity must have be@motsed in the case of an open four-oared
boat which was seized at Dover together with twelvkers of spirits. The device was as follows:—
Across the bow end of the boat was the usual themnivhich an oarsman sat. At the after end
where the stroke sat was another thwart. Under efttiese thwarts was an ordinary stanchion for
supporting the thwart. But each of these two stamshhad been made hollow. Thus, through each
a rope could be inserted, and inasmuch as thehlaekehlso been pierced it was possible to pass one
rope through at the bow-thwart amg 254pnother at the stern-thwart, these ropes penairétim
boat from thwart to keel. The inboard ends of these ropes were carelessly lashed round the
thwarts or covered with gear, so there was no uatdvappearance. But at the other ends of the
ropes were fastened the twelve ankers, which were towed along under the keel of the craft, and
not trailing out astern as was sometimes doneerctise of bigger boats. Thus because the whole
body of the boat covered the floating casks it wasy unlikely that their presence would be
suspected.

The smaclkStrawberryof Deal, on being searched, was found to havésa fzottom, capable of
containing a considerable quantity of goods. Thitdm was constructed by two leaden cases fixed
on the timbers the whole length of the hold, onesaoh side of the keelson, and ceiled over with
the usual ceiling, having the ballast placed oveflhe cases opened on each side of the hold by
taking out a plank from the temporary ceiling. e ttase of the luggé&iox (as usual belonging to
Rye), a vessel over 16 tons, John Souden, mastere twere found to be double bottoms
underneath the bed cabins, the entrance being rfrade underneath the cabins, and then
unshipping a small piece of board about a foot sgjusach concealment being able to hold from
fifty to sixty pieces of bandana silks.



Another smuggling device in vogue during ttrs 255jngenious period had to be employed in
such places as Ramsgate harbour, where it would bagen utterly impossible to have employed
ordinary methods. It resembled very much the mettragloyed at Dover, mentioned just now. A
rowing-boat would come into the harbour, apparemilih nothing in her nor anything towing
astern. But there were fifteen or so half-ankedeuneath her hull, spirits of course being conthine
in these casks. Now the latter were all fastened tong iron bar, the ropes to the boat being
fastened to this bar. Consequently, after the hadtreached her corner of Ramsgate harbour, all
she had to do was to let go the ropes and thebi@aonvould keep the kegs on the sandy bottom and
prevent them from disclosing their identity by fliog. At low water the smugglers could have gone
to get them up again, for they would not move farewith the ebb tide. Unfortunately, however,
the Revenue Tide Surveyor at this port precededgriheyglers, and by creeping for the bar and tubs
with grapnels succeeded in locating what he wanted.

On another occasion at one of the out-ports, ¢reradlong the neighbouring beach, thirty-three
gallons of spirits, contained in nineteen smallksasvere recovered in a startling manner. Going
along the beach were noticed among the chalk rankisstones of the neighbourhood some other
objects. These were the casks, but they had jpgessso cleverly covered over with a cement of
chalk, to which was fastened seaweed in the mdstalananner, that seeing them there among the
rocks of the shore they would never have been de&ed by the Revenue men, had not it been (as
one may guess) for a hint given by an informer.e®thlse there they would have remained until the
smugglers found it convenient to come and fetcimthe

We called attention just now to the concealingodsicco in rope. This device evidently became a
fine art, and had succeeded on many an occasioamAtate in Flushing tobacco was openly on
sale in the shops ready for smuggling into Englaltdady made up into ropes. You could get
anything as big as a hawser and as small as &saitlone up so ingeniously as to deceive almost
any one. In fact on washing these slightly withtiel rum they had every appearance of hempen
rope.

FOOTNOTES:

[19] 8 George I. cap. 18.



[Pg 257]
CHAPTER XIV

SOME INTERESTING ENCOUNTERS

Rowing about on the night of Lady Day, 1813, a@ed boat, which had been launched from
the Custom House cuttérion, was on the prowl in that bay which extends a# thay from
Dungeness to Folkestone. When the watchers ircthafs were off Hythe, and only about a quarter
of a mile from the shore, they saw coming alongrdfie dark waters a lugsail boat with foresail
and mizzen making towards Dymnchurch, which is jaghe west of Hythe. It was about an hour
before midnight, and as this suspicious craft ditl gome near to theion's boat the latter rowed
towards her and hailed her.

"What boat is that?" they asked.
"A Folkestone boat," came back the answer.

Thereupon John Wellar, a deputed mariner in thaddus boat, shouted to the lugger to heave-
to, for he guessed what the game was.

"Heave-to!" roared the lugger's master. "We'll gee d——d first!"

But the rowing-boat was not to be put off with mersults, and quickly pulled up alongside the
[Pg 258craft. One of the men in the Customs boat thendstgqw and looked into the lugger and
remarked that she was full of kegs. Wellar theeefonmediately jumped into her, followed by
three or four of his men, and seized her. On bbartbund three men, and them also he secured. He
further discovered 144 half-ankers of spirits, ¢stitsg of brandy and gin from across the Channel,
which were subsequently taken to the Custom Hotid@oser. A little more than a year later,
Robert Baker, the lugger's master, was broughtrbefe judge and fined £100.

There was an interesting incident which occurrefbwa years later in the eastern corner of
England, which led to trouble for a man named Hétaymer of Harwich. This man was master and
owner of a yawl named tHaaisy, which belonged to Ipswich. About midday on th@@®f March
1817, one of the Preventive officers, named Dei@rigbb, observed th®aisy sailing up the
Orwell, which flows from Ipswich past Harwich andtdnto the North Sea. Grubb was in a six-
oared galley, and about three-quarters of a milewbéevington Creek, which is on the starboard
hand about a third of the way up the river betwidanwich and Ipswich. With Grubb was another
man, and on seeing tigaisy they began rowing towards her. Whether Grubb mdreason for
suspecting her more than any other craft, whetleehdd received warning from an informer,
cannofpg 259pe stated. But what is true is that he was deterthio have her examined.

However, notwithstanding that Palmer must have knperfectly well that this was a preventive
boat, and that he was in duty bound to stop whdedat was obvious that, as soon as the galley
came near, thBaisyinstantly went about on the other tack and stowalyafrom the boat. The latter
in turn pulled after the yawl and was again appnoag when theDaisy once more tacked and ran
away. But at last the galley came up, and just mbkswas in the act of stepping aboard, Palmer
coolly remarked that he had some tubs aboard,wollp this up by the explanation that he had got
them on the trawling ground. This was too obviolie o be believed for a moment.

Grubb accordingly inquired how it was that Palmad ltome past Harwich since the latter was
his home, to which he answered that he was bountp$avich, as there his vessel was registered.
But inasmuch as there were two of the Revenuersuste well as a guardship lying at the entrance
to the river, how was it that he had not stoppedhdad the tubs over to them? For either the



Customs cutteiGriper, or the Excise cutteBadger would have been the ordinary receptacle,
instead of waiting till a Preventive galley ovettaibe Daisy. When Grubb asked how Palmer had
come by all these tubs he said that he[pgadsoraught them in his trawl, whereupon the preventive
man examined the net and found it damp but ceytaiot wet, as it would have been had Palmer's
version been the truth. Furthermore, if these tubd been caught in the trawl there would have
been a number of holes torn, but Grubb found tteiee no holes. There were no fewer than forty-
eight of these tubs found on tBaisy—all half-ankers, and fitted with slings ready fanding—
and inasmuch as it was clear that the net had een kately used Palmer was obviously lying. The
iron which, had it been dragged along the sea-Wwed|d have been polished bright with the sand,
was actually not bright but rusty, thus provingttihdnad not been recently used.

Grubb therefore felt justified in arresting the yaand taking her and her tubs to the Custom
House. Later on he made a thorough search of heérfcand a creeping-iron which had five prongs
and a long shank. The reader is well aware that ancimplement was used by the smugglers but
never found on board a genuine fishing-craft. Fettigg up sunken tubs it was essential, and for
that purpose it was evidently on board thaisy. Moreover, it was found to be both wet and
polished bright as to its prongs, and there wélssstine wet mud sticking thereto.

The case, of course, duly came on to be tried,thadAttorney-General suggested that at that
time, in nine cases out of every ten, the tubpgisismuggled spirits were not brought directly to
port but sunk at different places in the sea, atdty landmarks and buoys, fishing-boats being sent
out later on to get them by these creepers, afwling them in by small quantities as opportunity
permitted. Palmer's defence was that they had fthmdtubs just outside Harwich harbour, opposite
to Landguard Fort, at about seven o'clock the pressevening. But it was a somewhat strange fact
that though this fishing-vessel should have bedrathunight not a single fish was found on board.
And when Palmer was asked how it was that if hefbadd these tubs, and had intended to hand
them over to the Customs authorities, he had beerareful to stow them all below and not leave
them on deck to be visible to tl&riper andBadgeras he passed? His reply, that he had put the
tubs below lest a puff of wind might blow them dweard, somehow did not convince the judge,
and the verdict went against him.

A curious instance of an abuse of office was saehe occurrence which centred round a certain
Mr. Thomas Moore Slade. Mr. Slade was Agent Vidardbr the Chatham Victualling Office, and
from his connection with that department he hadpbeer of employing some of his Majesty's
vessels belonging to the department. This gentleganto know that a splendid collection of
pictures was about to be dispersedrmze2france. They were of great value both artisticahy
intrinsically, and had belonged to the late DukeQsfeans. Slade therefore, quite unjustifiably,
determined to make use of one of the craft undercharge for the purpose of fetching these
pictures into the country, and thus cheating th@gBament of its dues, which would have been
very heavy in this transaction.

The way he went about it was to direct a man nafeanas Cheney, who commanded the sloop
Grace (belonging to the King's Victualling Office), tegunder way and proceed a certain distance
from Chatham. After he had come out of the Medway bad reached the Nore he was to open a
letter which Slade had given him, wherein he wduld his instructions. Th&racein due course
hoisted sails and anchor and found herself outheyNore. On opening the letter, Cheney was
surprised to find he was directed to proceed tcaiSaHe informed the crew, who were very
indignant, as they had all thought they were bofardDeptford. So that night they put back to
Sheerness and let go anchor. The following day) witeluctant company on board, they started off
again and reached Ramsgate, where they lay alt.@yh the third day they crossed the Channel
and got into Calais Roads, anchored, and remairexd all night.

It should be added that Slade had takenressprecaution to put on board this sloop before she
left England a Mr. Thomas Aldridge, an expert judgepictures, his exact description for this



voyage being as supercargo, a term which sigrgfiresfficer in a trading vessel whose duty it is to
manage the sales and superintend all the commeumriakerns of the voyage. Having arrived, then,
off Calais, Cheney, Aldridge, and some of the cpgaceeded ashore and, guided by the art expert,
went to a certain Monsieur Dessein, who kept aelhotthat town. From him they obtained a large
number of cases containing the Orleans collectmad, brought them off to th@race Altogether
there were no less than fifteen of these casesalindugh theGracewas a vessel of some thirty-
two tons burthen, yet the weight of these paintiwgs sufficiently great to lower her water-line a
good six inches.

After this valuable cargo had been got aboard émdexi, a gale of wind sprang up and detained
them for a few days, but at length they clearedhftbe French coast and steered for the Downs.
From there they rounded the North Foreland, aret aftnning up the Thames entered the Medway
and let go at Gillingham until it was dark. Butsason as night had fallen they got going once more,
and ran alongside the Victualling Wharf at Chathaime pictures were brought up from the sloop
and taken ashore by means of a crane, and thettyqraeried into Mr. Slade's hougeg 264By this
he had thus saved the cost both of carriage addtgf the pictures being afterwards sold for a very
large sum. However, this dishonest business athelegked out, an action was brought against
Slade, and a verdict was given for the King and dior pictures of the single value of twenty
guineas.

On the evening of a November day in the year 181©,Revenue cuttdBadger under the
command of Captain Mercer, was cruising in the BhglChannel between Dungeness and
Boulogne. About seven o'clock it was reported ® ¢ommander that about a quarter of a mile
away there was a lugger steering about N.W. by dMatds the English coast. THzadger
thereupon gave chase, but as she drew nearer anet tige lugger altered her course many times.
Carrying a smart press of canvas, Baglger which was one of the fastest vessels employéken
Revenue, came up rapidly. As usual she fired heniwg gun for the lugger to heave-to, but all the
notice taken by the chased ship was to go abothenther tack and endeavour still to escape. But
presently the cutter, running with the wind on faarter and doing her eight knots to the lugger's
four or five, came up to her foe so quickly asun right past her. But before tBadgerluffed up
she hailed the lugger (whose name was afterwardgifto be théris of Boulogne) and ordered her
to heave-to.

[Pg 265]'l be hove-to," answered back one of the luggegs/an unmistakable English.



"The Badgerwas hoisting up the galley iﬁ the rigging."”

Meanwhile theBadgerwas hoisting up the galley in the rigging prepamato launching, and the
crew stood by ready to get in. As soon asBhegerhad shot past, down went her helm and she
came alongside thieis as the galley was dropped into the leaden waBarsjust at that moment
theBadger'speople overheard some men on the lugger excldliow's your time,” whereupon the
crew of the lugger also launched their boat, foksthe Iris, and began to row off as fast as they
could. TheBadgercalled to them—among whom was a man named Albegniet—ordering them
under pain ofpg 266peing shot to come alongside the cutter. They edpinat they were coming,
but that they could not find their thole-pins, saythat they had only two oars on one side and one
oar on the other. This was said in English, and whsgiously a mere excuse to gain time.
Meanwhile the cutter's galley and men had comegaide the lugger, in which they found 110
half-ankers, containing 382 gallons of brandy, 4@ half-ankers of Geneva, 55 bags of tea, and
19 bags containing 355 Ibs. of manufactured tobhacco

As the men of thdris showed no signs of coming back, the prize-crewhenlugger hailed the
Badger giving information that the smugglers were esegpl'Lie close,” came the command, so
the cutter trimmed her sheets and went in pursund fired some shots in the direction of the
retreating boat. But it was no use, for the boas gaickly lost from sight among the waves and
disappeared entirely. There was some sea on &triegeso no one among the Revenue men envied
thelris's crew their task of rowing across to Boulogne,sdatice of somewhere about twenty-seven
miles, in that weather and athwart very strongstigdth the certainty of having a worse time as the
Ridens and the neighbourhood of Boulogne was appesh In fact the chief mate of the cutter
remarked, some time after, though he had seen thed®ats go across the sea in all weathers, and
were splendidly seaworthypg 267yet he considered it was not very wise of liti@s crew to risk it
on such a night as that.

Convinced, then, that the men were making for Featie lugger, with her prize crew on board,
presently sailed up after the cutter, hoping to e€amross their captives. But neither cutter nor



lugger could find the men, and concluded, no dothiat, the tub-boat had foundered. But, at a later
date, Albert Hugnet was arrested, and in the fahgwlune was brought to trial and punished. It
then came out that the whole boat-load had escajikedheir lives. For Andres Finshaw was called
as evidence for the defence. He had been one dufjger's crew, and showed that after rowing
away that night they had not fetched across td~tlkach coast, but having the good luck to find a
French fishing-craft only a quarter of a mile awthgy were taken aboard her and thus returned to
France.

It was also brought out very clearly by the othideghat when first seen thies was within nine
miles of the English coast, and afterwards Baslger steered N.W. by W. towards the south of
Dungeness, and after five and a half miles sawDilnegeness light and the South Foreland light,
took cross-bearings of these, and having markeu tfé on the chart, fixed their position as about
three miles from the coast. Thus when the lugges fivat encountered the latter was about nine
miles from the land.

[Pg 268]The date of that incident, then, was the 12th of/évaber, and Hugnet was not then
captured. We may now pass over the next four wikkge come to the 10th of December in that
same year. At eight o'clock in the morning the RexecutterEagle was cruising off the coast of
Kent when she observed a lugger bearing about My\N. from them. The lugger was under all
sail and heading S.E. for Boulogne, having comefrauh East Dungeness Bay. The weather was
thick, it was snowing, and no land was in sightnBeness being the nearest portion of the English
coast.

It did not take long for th&agle'scommander to guess what was happening, espewibiy

that bay was so notorious, and the cutter bega@iveochase, the wind being roughly N.W. But as
the Eaglepursued, the lugger, as was the approved custaatedh up and came on a wind, hoping
to get away and outpace the cutter. But in thissthagglers were not successful, and eventually the
Eagle overhauled her. The cutter's galley was now laedcland after having been for three-
guarters of an hour rowed quickly by the aid of &igtht men, the lugger was reached and hailed.
The usual warning signal was fired from a musketh@a boat and colours shown. The lugger,
however, declined to heave-to as requested.

"If you don't heave-to," roared the chief mate bé Eagle as he looked towards theg
269lhelmsman, "we'll fire right into you.” On this thegger lowered her sails, the galley bumped
alongside, and the chief mate and crew, pistolsamd, leapt aboard. "Where are you from?" asked
the chief mate. The answer came in French, whieHatter did not understand, but he thought they
said they were bound from Bordeaux to Calais. Jfiswas an obvious and foolish lie. Mr. Gray—
for that was the mate's name—then inquired how nmaely were aboard, and the answer returned
that there were seven. Gray then called the luggeen aft, and separated the English from the
foreign, and found there were five French and twglish. The two latter, said the Frenchman
(who was none other than Albert Hugnet, whom wekepad just now), were just passengers. A few
minutes later, the skipper contradicted himself said there were not seven but nine, all told. Gray
then proceeded to look for the other two, and juing@wvn forward into the forepeak. As the place
was dark he put his cutlass in first and rummagdmifa In a moment the cutlass brought up against
something soft. Gray had struck a man, hiding themehe legs and thighs.

He was called upon by the cutter's mate to comeamat instantly obeyed, fearing no doubt that
the cutlass would assail him again if he didn'th&smerged he was followed by another man, and
another, and yet another; in fact from tfpat2zogark hole there came out a procession of seven, all
of whom were found to be Englishmen. It was notdedhat most, if not all, were dressed in short
jackets and petticoat trousers. They were cleailgis, and not landsmen—passengers or anything
else. In plain language they were out-and-out sreugigWhat was especially to be noted was the
fact that their trousers were quite wet right uphteir middles. In some cases their jackets wese al
wet up to their elbows. All this clearly pointedttee fact that they had not long since put off from



the shore, where they had succeeded in landingtaat@nd cargo by wading from the lugger to the
beach; and such a thick atmosphere as there wésegorevious night must have made it highly
convenient for them. Nevertheless, even for thesather-hardened seamen, it cannot have been
altogether pleasant penned up in sopping clothesdark forepeak with an unseen cutlass waving
about in their midst and seizure pending.

These men also Gray ordered to go aft, and put together so that he might see how many
altogether were English and how many French. It fsaad that there were nine of them English
and five French. Taking possession of the helmy@iathe sails draw and ran down to thaegle
telling his prisoners he was going to get furthestiuctions from his commander. There were no
tubs found on the lugger, whighg 271was as might be expected, but there was a solitaop
which had evidently come off whilst these tubs wieeeng hauled out, and there were also found
two pairs of slings which were universally employedgetting the half-ankers ashore. These slings
were made of small line, and were passed roundittemference of the cask at its "bow" and
"stern,” sufficient line being left so that therene two lines, one to pass over each of a man's
shoulders. These two lines could be joined to othver on another cask, and so each smuggler
could land with one tub on his back and anothehisrchest, in much the same way as you see a
sandwich-man carrying boards in the street.

On examining this lugger there was no bilge-wataunfl in the forepeak, so those seven
shivering men could not have made the excuse ligavéssel was damp in that portion. To cut a
long story short, the lugger was eventually takéon Harwich, having been discovered seventeen
miles from the French coast and eleven from thdigimghore. Assuming the lugger had travelled
at about four knots an hour, this would mean thatlsad started off from the English beach on her
return journey about 5 A.M., the previous hourstloé night having doubtless been spent in
unloading the tubs somewhere between FolkestoneDandeness or perhaps Rye. Thus Hugnet,
having at last been caught, had to stand his fiolaboth this and the occurrengegy 272pf the
previous month. And a verdict in each case haviegnbreturned against him, his activities in
running backwards and forwards across the Englisin@el were, for a time at least, considerably
modified.

These tub-boats, which we have had cause to memtaye than once, were usually not towed
but carried on the lugger's deck. A tub-boat gohame from the fact that when the lugger was too
big to run her nose on the beach the tubs weresthitdthese boats. For that reason they were made
very deep, with plenty of high freeboard, and wareordingly wonderfully good sea-boats, though
they were somewhat heavy to row even without thginituous cargoes.

As one looks through the gaol-books and other shiinggecords, one finds that there was a kind
of hereditary custom that this running of contrabgoods should pass on from father to son for
generations. Thus there are constant repetitiondifferent ages, of men bearing the same surname
engaged in smuggling and becoming wonderfully notar in this art. Among such family names
must be mentioned that of Rattenbury. The man adrwhve are about to speak was flourishing
during the second decade of the nineteenth cerdmyhis christian name was John. In November
1820—it is significant how often this dark montlogs up in the history of smuggling, when the
weather was not likelypg 273to tempt those Revenue cruisers' commanders, wadferped the snug
shelter of some creek or harbour—John Rattenbuppdrzed to find himself at Weymouth. Into
that port also came a vessel named.yrae Packetwhich was accustomed to trade between Lyme
and Guernsey. But on this occasion the ship hadgegived the misfortune of carrying away her
bowsprit—possibly in the Portland Race—and her eraslohn Cawley, decided to run into
Weymouth for repairs.

Whilst these were being taken in hand what shoeldnbre natural than that thgme Packet's
master should drift into a local public-house? Hgvibrought up comfortably in that haven of rest,
he was promptly discovered by his old friend Rditey, who had also made for the same house of



refreshment. The usual greetings took place, ariteiitaury inquired how it was that Cawley came
to be there, and an explanation of the accidemdvield. According to the skipper's own version,
they got into conversation, and, over a glass ofygRattenbury volunteered the remark that if
Cawley would be willing to sail across to Cherbotodetch a cargo of spirits he would pay him at
a rate that would make it much more profitable tirading between Lyme and Guernsey. In fact he
was willing to pay Cawley as much as twelve shgifina cask, adding that in one voyage this
skipper, [pg 274who happened also to be owner, would make more yntmereby than in the
regular course of trade in a twelvemonth.

Such a proposition was more than a tempting oné, Gawley gave the matter his attention.
Unable to resist the idea, he acquiesced, it bagrged that Rattenbury should accompany him to
France, where they would take in a cargo of spi@tswley to be paid his twelve shillings for every
cask they were able to bring across. So, as sotredsowsprit was repaired and set in its place, th
Lyme Packetast off her warps and ran out of Weymouth harb8be made direct for Cherbourg,
where they anchored in the roadstead. Rattenbumywment ashore and returned accompanied by
227 casks of spirits made up in half-ankers. Thesee put on board and the voyage back to
England commenced, the intention being to mak&\est Bay and land the goods somewhere near
Sidmouth. Having arrived off the Devonshire co&&ftenbury took théyme Packet'®oat and
rowed himself ashore, landing at Beer Head, higabpeing to get assistance from the men of
Sidmouth for landing his goods. It was then aboAtM. The captain of theyme Packekept his
ship standing off and on during the night, and mesgleabout that part of the coast till daybreak. But
as Rattenbury had not returned by the time theiglatyhad come back, Cawley became more than a
little [pg 275nervous and feared lest he might be detected. 8afery long—the exact time was
6.30 A.M.—Robert Aleward, a mariner on the Revenutter Scourge on turning his eye into a
certain direction not more than three miles awagpied this Lyme Packet informed his
commander, and a chase was promptly begun. Catdey,saw that thé.yme Packehad been
observed, and began to make preparations accoydingl

He let draw his sheets, got thgme Packeto foot it as fast as she could, and as the three
intervening miles became shorter and shorter heetdusimself by throwing his casks of spirits
overboard as quickly as he and his crew knew hdwe distant sail he had noticed in the early
morning had all too truly turned out to be the Rewee cutter, but he hoped yet to escape or at any
rate to be found with nothing contraband on bo#rdias no good, however, for the cruiser soon
came up, and as fast as thgme Packehad dropped over the half-ankers, so quickly thel t
Scourge'smen pick them up again in the cutter's boats. kawome up alongside, the cutter's
commander, Captain M'Lean, went on board, seizedl€yaand his ship as prisoners, and
eventually took both into Exmouth.

Judicial proceedings followed with a verdict foetKing, so that what with a broken bowsprit
and the loss of time, cargo, ship, and libertymbgage had in nowise been profitable to Cawley.

[Pg 276]

CHAPTER XVToC



A TRAGIC INCIDENT

And now we must turn to an occurrence that waserathore tragic than the last, though the
smugglers had only themselves to blame.

The reader is already aware of the practice exgstinthis time of actually rowing contraband
across from France to England in large boats mulfiour or more oars. As one who have myself
rowed a craft most of the way from Calais to Dower flat calm, | cannot altogether envy the
smugglers their job. However, on May 11, 1818, @mpHawtayne, commanding H.M.Blorida,
was cruising in the English Channel on the look{foutcontraband craft. Evidently he had received
certain information, for at eight o'clock that ewvenhe ordered Mr. Keith Stewart, master's mate, to
man one of the ship's boats and to intercept aaythat might leave the French coast that looked at
all of a suspicious nature.

This order was duly obeyed. A galley was obsernaales time before, which had no doubt
aroused Captain Hawtayne's suspicions. This galéel/been seen to come out of Calais harbour
and to be rowed towards the westward. But[she7zmust have spotted thHdorida, for she very
shortly put back. But before long Mr. Stewart'stofledl in with another craft—a long white galley
named theSt. ThomasThis was now about 1 A.M., and for a time t8¢ Thomashad the
impudence to pretend she was a French police Wda¢n descried she was about five or six miles
to the N.N.W. of Cape Blanc Nez, and was steemnthé westward. The night was dark, for the
moon had disappeared behind a cloud as Mr. Stewaotit came up alongside and hailed the
strange craft. He began by asking what boat she TWessteersman replied by inquiring what boat
Mr. Stewart's was. The latter answered that it thhaKing's boat.

At that time theSt. Thomas'sails were up, and now Mr. Stewart ordered therstean to lower
them. He made no answer, but, turning round toctesv exhorted them to pull quickly, saying,
"Give way, my boys, give way." Thereupon the smaggtheered and pulled as hard as they could.
Mr. Stewart again ordered the steersman to lowikraghling that should he fail to do so he would
fire at him. But this did not awe tI&. Thomas'Fire and be damned," answered the steersman. "If
you fire, 1 will fire. We are as well armed as yare." Stewart held his hand and did not fire, but
ordered his men to pull closer. Coming alongside,addressed the steersman, saying it was
absolutely essential that he shoud 27sexamine theSt. Thomasand that he knew they were
Englishmen, adding that he was unwilling that thelneuld be any bloodshed by firing into the
boat.



"Fire and be damned."

With this theFlorida's boat pulled up on the other's quarter, and tventen hooked on with the
boat-hook. TheSt. Thomas'steersman knocked the boat-hook away and threhtenshoot the
bowman if he did not let go. For a short time tléer the boats separated and drifted apart. But a
second time his Majesty's boat pulled up alongsadd, Mr. Stewart jumped forward into the bows
and ordered one of his own men to stand by reagactompany him on board. The steersman of
the other, however, was determined, and resisted&sts attempt, at the same time presenting a
pistol and threatening to shoot the officer if ll@anced one step further.

[Pg 27900n that the men dbt. Thomageased rowing, drew in their oars, and rushetbafthere
the steersman was standing in the stern. Matteyarb® look ugly, and being convinced that these
men were bent on desperate resistance, Mr. Stevastcompelled to fire with his pistol at the
steersman, who immediately fell. Stewart instalghpt aboard, but was nearly jostled into the sea
by two of the enemy. He ordered the whole of theswcto go forward, but they declined to obey,
and followed this up by threatening that if thet s¢fused he would have to use his sword and cut
them down. The only member of his own crew who lag@ady got aboard as well was his
coxswain, and owing either to himself or the actibthe coxswain in stepping from one boat to the
other, the two craft had drifted apart, and fomaetthere was considerable risk that the men, who
were obvious smugglers, would fall on these twa. tBa naval officer had already cut down two of
their number with his sword, and after that the veent forward and were obedient. The Thomas
was rather a large craft of her kind. Additionalhier sails, she rowed five on one side, six on the
other, and also had a steersman, the additionaht@ar being no doubt placed according to the tide
so that his work might in some measure counterecgteat leeway which is made by small vessels
crossing the strong tidal stream of the EnglishrDiea

[Pg 280As all was now quiet on board, Mr. Stewart searchedand found she was laden with
kegs, which, said the crew, were filled with tea &wbacco, these kegs being as usual already slung
for putting ashore or sinking. Later on it was fduthat out of this crew no less than six were
English, besides one man who had been born at iRlysti English parentage, though he called
himself a Dutchman. The rest were all foreigners.dde can read such an incident as this without
regretting that they should have ever led to slgerght is a serious thing to take any man's life
when there is no warfare, and it is still more dasihthat man is of the same nationality as the on
who deals death. If the whole of t&¢. Thomas'srew had been killed there could have been no



blame on Mr. Stewart, for he was only carrying big orders and acting in self-defence. The
smugglers were fully aware they were in the wroagd they were responsible for any

consequences that might accrue. The officer haghgirem ample warning, and he had only used
severe measures when absolutely compelled.

But there is a more satisfactory side to this riegioée incident, which one is only too glad to be
able to record. The man who had been so badly wexiddsired to speak to Mr. Stewart, and when
the latter had approached him he turned to himsaiati

"You've killed me; sir, I'm dying."

[Pg 281Mr. Stewart saw that this was perfectly true, ahdttthe man was in no sense
exaggerating.

"Well, I'm sorry for it," he said, "but it was yoon fault."

"Yes," answered the dying man, "I know that, bbibpe you won't make things worse than they
are. | freely forgive you."

This was the steersman who had so strenuously eggbe boarding of th&t. ThomasWe can
quite sympathise with the feelings of Mr. Stewamd be thankful that those lawless days of
violence have long since passed. If you talk witli af the Revenue officers still living who were
employed in arresting, lying in wait for, receivimgormation concerning, and sometimes having a
smart fight with the smugglers, you will be toldvhaltogether hateful it was to have to perform
such a duty. It is such incidents as the above lWwhitock all romance out of the smuggling
incidents. An encounter with fisticuffs, a few hastbws, and an arrest after a smart chase or a
daring artifice, whilst not lessening the guilt sfhuggling, cannot take away our interest. Our
sympathies all the time are with the Revenue meoalise they have on their side right, and in the
long-run right must eventually conquer might. Bag,against this, the poorer classes in those days
were depressed in ignorance with low ideals, aokirtig many of the privileges which no thinking
man to-day would refuse them. And because they ser@aringrg 282and so persistent, because
they had so much to lose and (comparatively spgalso little really to gain, we extend to them a
portion of our sympathy and a large measure ofimerest. They were entirely in the wrong, but
they had the right stuff in them for making thetld@ad of English sailormen, the men who helped
to win our country's battles, and to make her vahat is to-day as the owner of a proud position in
the world of nations.

Ten of these twelve men were taken as prisonetee®lorida, and theSt. Thomaswith her
cargo still aboard were towed by tiiéorida into Yarmouth Roads, and there delivered to the
Collector of Customs. She was found to be a 54-g@ley—a tremendous length for an oared
craft—with no deck, and rigged with three lugsaifed jib, her size working out at about 11 tons
burthen. On delivering the cargo at Yarmouth it easd that there were altogether 207 kegs. The
ten uninjured prisoners were taken before the Yatmmagistrates, and the two whom the officer
had cut down were sent on shore immediately Rlaida arrived in that port. The English
steersman, to whose case we call special attertied, two others were fined £100 each, two were
sent to gaol, and one, who was the son of the ntandied, was liberated, as it was shown that he
had only been a passenger. The man who had beermmbBnglish parents at Flushing was gksp
283)set free, as the magistrates had not sufficierafghat he was a British subject.

A few months prior to the above occurrence Lieut¢érkbhn Wood Rouse was in command of
his Majesty's schoondtioneer On the 11th of January 1817 he was cruising batwRungeness
and Point St. Quintin, when his attention was drawra lugger whose name we may state by
anticipation was th&/asp She appeared to be making for the English caast §.W. bearing, and
was distant about six miles. In order to cut her aid prevent her from making the shore
Lieutenant Rouse sent one of his men named Cabeavgélley to cross her bows. At the same time
he also despatched another of his boats underatteeat a Mr. Walton to make directly for the



lugger. This occurred about 10 A.M., and the chesetinued till about 3.45 P.M., when the
schooner came alongside the lugger that had, Isytitme, been seized by Mr. Case. Lieutenant
Rouse was then careful to take bearings of the kamdi fixed his position so that there should be no
dispute as to whether the lugger were seized witteriegal limits.

On capturing the lugger, only two persons were fowm board, and these were at once
transferred to th@ioneer To show what liars these smugglers could became of these two said
he was a Frenchman, but his name was the versBistbunding William Stevensoprg 284The
other said he was a Dutchman. Stevenson could sp&ta@ word of French, but he understood
English perfectly, and said that part of the cangs intended for England and part for Ireland,
which happened to be the truth, as we shall seseptly. He also added that of the crew of eight
three were Dutchmen and five English, for he haddy forgotten his own alleged nationality.

Prior to the arrival of Mr. Case's boat the lughad hoisted out her tub-boat and rowed away as
fast as the waves would let her, with all the cexwept these two. She was found to have a cargo
of tobacco and tea, as well as Geneva, all beindeno@ into suitable dimensions for landing. On
examining the ship's papers it was indicated that was bound for Bilbao in Spain. But these
papers had evidently been obtained in readinessudoh an occurrence as the advent of the
schooner. When it is mentioned that this lugger waly a large galley with absolutely no deck
whatever, and capable of being rowed by ten memas hardly credible that she would be the kind
of craft to sail round Ushant and across the BaRBistay. "Was she calculated to carry a cargo to
Spain?" asked counsel at the trial two years ldtewill risk my experience as a sailor," answered
one of the witnesses, "that | would not have risksdife in a boat of that description.”

[Pg 285But, unfortunately for the smugglers, there wasalgred on board a tin box which
absolutely gave their case away. In this tin box Wiund an instructive memorandum which it
requires no very great ingenuity to decipher, ardsomething as follows:—

"For B. Valden.

From Tusca Tower to Blackwater Hill, allowing halpoint for the tide.
For W. Martensons Glyn.

From Tusca N.E. until Tara Hill bears N.W.

10 pieces of chocolate 10 gulders.
10 pieces of gay=] 10 ditto.

A proportion of G., say one-third, and let it beoagy as possible. A vessel coming in the daytintaikkh
come to anchor outside the banks.

At Clocker Head, Bryan King.
At the Mountain Fort, Henry Curran.
And Racklen, Alexander M'Donald."

Now anyone on consulting a chart or map of the lsagst and west of the British Isles can
easily see that the above was just a crude forsaitihg directions to guide the ship[tg 286]and
the goods at various places in Ireland, especiathegn the box also contained a paper to the
following effect.—

"The Land's End to Tusca 135 miles N.N.E. A beffiSailly 150 N.E.3%N."

The ship was to take such goods as mentioned talbge individuals, and here were the
landmarks and courses and the division of the gd@dproportion of G," of course, referred to the



amount of Geneva, but the gentleman for whom it wasnded did not get it "as strong as
possible.” Not one of these places mentioned wasirwhundreds of miles of Bilbao, but all the
seamarks were to guide the mariners to Irelandh Hat, Tuscar Rock and so on were certainly not
Spanish. But these instructions were by no meaosmamon. They were technically known among
smugglers as "spot-notes," that is to say, indioatiof the spots where the goods were to be landed.
When Stevenson found that his captors had becossepsed of these papers he was considerably
confused and embarrassed, even going so far &k tmathem to be given back to him—a request
which was naturally declined.

The lugger was taken captive into Dover, and Stemenbeing an Englishman, was committed to
gaol in the Dover town prison, from which he sudszkin escaping. The Dutchman was[tet
28710ff, as he was a foreigner. The men who had roweayan the tub-boat escaped to France,
having taken with them out of the galley one paafdbandanna handkerchiefs. The rule in these
cases was to fine the culprit £100 if he was adarah; but if he was a sailor he was impressed into
the Navy for a period of five years.

There must be many a reader who is familiar witmhsof those delightful creeks of Devonshire
and Cornwall, and has been struck with the natia@ilities which are offered to anyone with a
leaning for smuggling. Among these there will ieghe imagination that beautiful inlet on whose
left bank stands Salcombe. Towards the end of huttee year 1818 William Webber, one of the
Riding officers, received information that somerigpihad been successfully run ashore at the
mouth of this harbour, "a place,” remarked a légalinary of that time, "which is very often made
the spot for landing" this class of goods.

Webber therefore obtained the assistance of atprivathe 15th Regiment, and early in the
evening, as he had been informed that the goods natr yet carried away, but still were lying
deposited somewhere near the beach, proceeded spth. He and the hussar arrived at the place
about nine o'clock on this June evening and mansgednceal themselves behind a hedge. They
had not very long to wait before they hegrgl2gsthe sound of some men talking, and a man named
James Thomas was observed to remark:

"We couldn't have had a better time for smugglinge had lain abed and prayed for it."

Through the openings in the hedge Webber and thganwcould see the outline of the delinquent,
and the voice was more than familiar to the Ridifiicer. We can readily appreciate Thomas's
ecstasy when we remark that it had now become rrathkk and a sea-haze such as frequently
comes up in fine weather after a hot day was baginto spread itself around. For some time
longer the two men continued to remain in theinrgepblace, and then heard that Thomas and his
accomplice had become joined by a number of otkeple. The sound of horses' hoofs being led
down to the beach was also distinctly heard, amdethvere many signs of accelerated activity
going on. Presently there came upon the ears dRitieg officers the noise which proceeds from
the rattling of casks, and from some convenieningighlace, where they had remained, these were
at last brought forth, slings were prepared, amd tine load was placed on the backs of the several
horses.

At this point, deeming that the time had come teriiere, the Riding officer and the hussar crept
out from their place of concealment and advanc&ditds the band of smugglers. But, alert as
hares, the latter, so soon as they realisgdsotheir own danger, took to their heels and ran helte
skelter away. Thomas, however, was too wrath ttehasnd began to curse his men. He began by
complaining that the kegs which had been brougtih favere wonderfully "slack,” that is to say
they were not as full as they might have been,rdgnthat someone had been helping himself to
their contents of spirits. "If you had brought theslittle sooner,” referring doubtless to bothsesr
and casks, "we should have been three miles owayhome."



But scarcely had he finished his sentence tharaiteof his band had fled, leaving him behind
with both horses and casks. He was promptly adesiel eleven months later prosecuted by the
Attorney-General.

Because the smugglers were so frequently assistdeeir work by those night signals to which
we alluded some time back it had been made a pefeaice to show a light for the purpose of
signalling within six miles of the coast. Arisingitoof such an offence, John Newton and another
found themselves prosecuted for an incident thatiwed about the middle of December 1819. The
comparative seclusion of that big bight which egtefrom the Bill of Portland to the promontory
well known to many readers as Hope's or Pope's ,Nwas much favoured by the smuggling
fraternity. This West Bay was well out of the EsfliChannel and the track of most of [wg
290Majesty's ships, and there were plenty of hills &igh ground from which to show friendly
signals to their comrades. Rattenbury and Cawlsyvea related, had in vain tried to land their
cargo hereabouts, though there were many others vdfore the Revenue cutters became smarter
at their duty, had been able to run considerablenties of dutiable goods in the vicinity of
Sidmouth and Lyme.

On the afternoon of this winter's day two smallisgicraft had been noticed by the Preventive
shore officers to be tacking about near the lantldid not appear to be engaged in fishing. It was
therefore reasonably supposed they were aboutntsaome contraband ashore after dark. A Mr.
Samuel Stagg and a Mr. Joseph Pratt, stationedlato8th in the Preventive service, were all the
time keeping a smart look-out on these boats, amiew/here about five o'clock in the evening
launched their oared-cutter and rowed off towahgsrt. After a chase they came alongside the first,
which was named thHimble and boarded her. They found therein three mesistamgy of John
Newton, John Bartlett, and Thomas Westlake; buhag searched her and found no trace of any
casks or packages of tobacco, the Preventive nfieineleto row after the other craft. It was now, of
course, quite dark, and there was blowing a nidengareeze. Scarcely had they started to row
away before théNimble hoisted sail and by means 291pf flint and steel began to make fire-
signals, and kept on so doing for the next halfrhdihis was, of course, a signal for the second
boat, and as soon as the latter observed thesg signalso made sail and hurried away into the
darkness of the bay. It was impossible for thecefs to get up to her, for they would stand every
chance of losing themselves in the vast expand®'esft Bay, and the craft might take it into her
head to run down Channel perhaps into Cornwalbstveards round to Portland, where goods often
were landed. Therefore deeming one craft in atcebe worth two sailing about in West Bay, they
went back and seized tidmble The three men, whose names we have given, wieea &shore,
tried, and found guilty. But as illustrative of thienes it is worth noting that John Bartlett had
before this occurrence actually been engaged forestbime as one of the crew of that Revenue
cutter about which we spoke some time back inuwary bay. And so, now, "for having on the high
seas, within six miles of the coast, made a celigin on board a boat for the purpose of giving a
signal to a certain person or persons,” he waspmmpany with his two colleagues, condemned.

That the age of lawless mobs was by no means past,be seen from the incident which now
follows. It had been thought that the Act which hen passed, forbidding any boat built to row
with more than four oars, would have pry 292n considerable check to activities of the smugglers
But these boats not only continued to be built,ddsb to be navigated and used for the contraband
purposes. The Revenue officers of the districtlofisichurch, Hants, had reason in April of 1821 to
believe that a boat was being constructed in theighbourhood of such dimensions and capable of
being rowed with such a number of oars as madédaise to seizure. Therefore, taking with them a
couple of dragoons, two of these Revenue officeccgeded on their way to the district near
Milton, which is, roughly speaking, the centre bt bay which is bounded on one side by
Christchurch Head, and on the other by Hurst Pdiney had not arrived long at their destination
before it was found that about thirty men had catex themselves in an adjoining wood. The
officers had found the boat they were looking foeimeadow, and were about to seize it.



It was found to be covered over with sails, havegn hidden in the meadow for safety's sake,
for since it was made to row seven aside it waarlyldiable to forfeiture. One of the two officers
now went off to fetch assistance, and whilst he aasy two of the smugglers came forth and
fraternising with the two dragoons, offered thermedbrandy which they drank. In a short while
both soldiers had taken such a quantity of thetsphat they became uttenig 293jntoxicated and
helpless. One of the two smugglers then gave atlhand about thirty men issued forth from the
wood, some of them in various forms of disguisee ®ad a deer's skin over his face, others had
their faces and hands coloured with blue clay ahdroneans. These men angrily demanded from
the solitary officer the sails which he had remowean the boat, but their requests were met by
refusal. The mob then seized hold of the sails, anaissle followed, whereupon the officer
threatened to shoot them. He managed to retaindfabthe sail, while the mob held the other and
took it away.

About three o'clock in the afternoon the other caffireturned with the Lymington Preventive
officer, two Custom House men, and three dragodhsy found the intoxicated soldiers, one of
whom was lying prostrate on the field, while theestwas ludicrously and vainly endeavouring to
mount his horse. The seven men now united, and ggpe by which they began to remove the boat
from its hiding-place, when a great many more peapime on to the scene in great indignation. As
many as fifty, at least, were now assembled, arehth and oaths were bandied about. During this
excitement some of the crowd cut the rope, whileas named Thomas Vye jumped into the boat,
and rather than see her fall into the hands oéttemy, endeavoured to stave her in.

The remainder of the story is but brief. FHeg, 294pat last, the seven men succeeded in pulling the
boat away in spite of all the crowd's efforts, altdgged it even across a couple of fields, where
there was a road. Here a conveyance was waitirdy y@ad thus the boat was taken away, and at a
later date Vye was duly prosecuted by the Crowrhi®ishare in the proceedings.

FOOTNOTES:

[20] "Gays" was evidently trade slang to denote bandasitk handkerchiefs, which were frequently
smuggled, and some of which were found on board.



[Pg 295]
CHAPTER XVI

ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS

By an Order in Council of May 5, 1821, it was diext that henceforth all sums which were
awarded for arrests on shore of any person condenne@muggling should be paid in the following
proportions. He who made the arrest was to hawetfuarters of the reward, which was to be
divided into equal proportions if there were monart one person. If there were any officer or
officers present at the time of arrest, these werbave one quarter of the reward. The officer
commanding the party was to have two shares, eatiheoother officers having one share. The
reward payable for a smuggler convicted and traresdeo the Navy amounted to £20. And here let
it be added that the persons liable to arrest gan® to smuggling were: (1) Those found on
smuggling vessels; (2) Those found unloading oistisg to unload such craft; (3) Those found to
be carrying away the landed goods or concerneddindghthe same. But before conviction it was
essential to prove that the seized spirits wereidor, that the vessel had come from foreign parts;
that the party whepg 296fetained the smugglers was a Customs Officer; laaictihe offenders were
taken before a proper magistrate.

We now come to the year 1821, when the Commisssookinquiry made an important report
touching the Revenue service. They suggested tteatRiding Officers were not valuable in
proportion to their cost, and so it came about thatinspectors and superior officers, as well as a
large number of the inferior classes, were dispgmgth, but a small percentage of the lowest class
was retained as a Preventive Mounted Guard, theahmost of this being only the modest sum of
£5000. This Preventive Guard was to be employenhitching for any gatherings of smugglers, and
whenever any goods might be landed and carriedhtoptihe country, they were to be followed up
by the members of this guard. They were also tontag a communication between the different
stations.

Up to the year 1821, from those early days of #nesteenth century and earlier, the Revenue
cruisers were the most important of all the meanpleyed for suppressing smuggling. But the
same inquiry which had made its recommendationardagg the Riding Officers also reported that
the efficacy of the vessels employed in protectirggRevenue was not proportionate to the expense
incurred in their maintenance. They advised, tloeegfthat their numbers should e 297reduced,
and that whereas they had in 1816 come under tree afathe Admiralty, they should now be
restored to the control of the Customs. But thé&cefs and crews of these cruisers were still to be
selected by the Admiralty. And thus in the year 28R3ese recommendations were carried into
effect, and a new order inaugurated.

It was by a Treasury Minute of February 15, 1822} it was directed that the whole of the force
employed for the prevention of smuggling "on thastoof this kingdom," was to be consolidated
and transferred, and placed under the directiaime@iCustoms Board. This force was to consist of
the cruisers, Preventive Water-guard, and Ridin§c@s. And henceforth the commanders of
cruisers were to receive their orders from the @dler-General of the Coastguard, who was to be
responsible to the Board of Customs. The one exmepd this change was that the Coast Blockade
on the coast of Kent and Sussex, which had shoself k0 satisfactory that it was left unaltered.
The Preventive Water-guard became the Coastguadithas—rather than the cruisers—should
form the chief force for prevention of smugglingetRiding Officers, or Preventive Mounted
Guard, being merely auxiliary by land, and the sets merely auxiliary by sea. To what extent the
number of cruisers were reduced can be estimatetiatiyng that whereas there were forty-seven of
these Revenue craft employed in Englamgd29gin 1821, there were only thirty-three two years



later, these consisting of tidermaid Stag Badger Ranger Sylvia Scout Fox, Lively, Hawk
Cameleon Hound Rose Scourge Repulse Eagle Tartar, Adder, Lion, Dove Lapwing
Greyhound Swallow Active Harpy, Royal GeorgeFancy, Cheerfu] Newcharter Fly, Seaflowey
Nimble Sprightly, Dolphin.

The first-class cruisers were of 140 tons and ugsyahe second class of from 100 to 140 tons,
and the third class were under 100 tons. In 1884thisers on the Irish coast and the Scotch coast
were also transferred to the Customs Board, and that date the entire Coastguard service, with
the exception of the Coast Blockade, was dire@sdtated, by the Controller-General.

In the year 1829, the instructions were issuedhto Coastguard. Afloat, these applied to the
commanders, mates, gunners, stewards, carpentansens, and boys of the cruisers. Ashore, they
were applicable to the Chief Officers, Chief Boatim®lounted Guard, Commissioned Boatmen,
and Boatmen, both sections being under their réispecommanders. Each member of the
Mounted Guard was provided with a good horse anorégwwith an iron scabbard of the Light
Cavalry pattern, as well as a couple of pistols amdnunition. The cruiser commanders were again
enjoined to keep the sea in bad weather and at, mgn were[pg 299they permitted to come to
harbour except when really necessary.

In 1831 came the next change, when the Coastgaakdlhe place of the Coast Blockade, which
had done excellent duty for so many years in Kemd &ussex. The aim was to make the
Coastguard service national rather than departhehtapromote the greatest efficiency it was
become naval rather than civil. It was to be fa benefit of the country as a nation, than for the
protecting merely of its revenues. Thus there wkm@ of somersault performed; and the whole of
the original idea capsized. Whereas the Prevestweice had been instituted for the benefit of the
Customs, and then, as an after-thought, becameogatpfor protection against the enemy across
the Channel, so now it was to be exactly the otvey on. The Revenue was to be subservient to
the greater and national factor.

In this same 1831, the number of cruisers had tigahirty-five in England, but many of them
had tenders. There were altogether twenty-one e$ethatter and smaller craft, their tonnage
varying from twenty-five to sixty. And the next yeilhe Mounted Guard was reorganised and the
Riding Officers disappeared. With the cordon ofisgts afloat, and the more efficient Coastguard
service ashore, there was a double belt round oasts, which could be relied upon both for
national and Revenue services. By this time, ttaamn[Pg 3o0was invading the domain of the ship,
and in 1839, besides the old-fashioned sailingecsithnd tenders, there was a steamer named the
Vulcan of 200 tons, taken into the service, her dutyngeo cruise about and search for suspicious
vessels. In some parts of the country, also, tvaeassistance still rendered by the Mounted Guard
for watching the roads leading inland from the Ihetacprevent goods being brought up.

With this increased efficiency it was but natutstta change should come over the character of
the smuggling. Force was fast going out of dateelgk for a number of rather startling occasions,
but on the whole of exceptional occurrence, viodehad gone out of fashion. But because of the
increased vigilance along the coast the smugglerhaad put to devise new methods of running his
goods into the country without being surprisedHtwy dfficials. Most, if not all, of the old syndieat
of French and Englishmen, who made smuggling arrgdrade, had died out. The armed cutters
had long since given way to the luggers as the gimgy craft. Stealth had taken the place of
violence, concealments and sunken goods were faslo@ther than those daring and outrageous
incursions which had been in the past wont to fd&ee.

And yet, just as a long-standing illness cannotimeed at once, but keeps recurring, so there
were periods when the smuggling disease kept brgakj 301put and seemed to get worse. Such a
period was that between 1825 and 1843, but it veastgd out to the Treasury that so long as the
high duties continued, "Your Lordships must looKkyoto the efficiency of the Coastguard for the
continued absence of successful enterprises, ahdniuggling would immediately revive upon the



slightest symptom of relaxation on the part of @@mmissioners of Customs." The service was
therefore glad to encourage Naval Lieutenantsieesas Chief Officers of the Coastguard.

Among the general instructions issued to the Coasthof the United Kingdom in 1841, were
definite orders to the commanders of cruisers. THusver a cruiser ran aground the commander
was to report it, with full particulars of the camed extent of damage. During the summer season
the Inspecting Commanders were to take opportgnite trying the comparative speeds of these
cruisers. Whenever cruisers should meet at seanynroadstead or in any harbour, they were to
hoist their ensigns and pendants as an acknowletgims each had seen the other; and when both
had thus hoisted their colours they might immedjalbe hauled down. This was also to be done
when one cruiser should pass another at anchor.

Cruisers were again reminded that they were to welyrthe ensigns and pendants appointed for
the Revenue service, and not such as are ugeglatethe Royal Navy. Nor were salutes to be fired
by cruisers except on particular and extraordinacgasions. It was further ordered that no
alteration was to be made in the hull, masts, yagai¢s, or any fitments of the cruisers, withd t
sanction of the Controller-General. To prevent wessary expense on fitting out or refitting of any
of the cruisers, the use of leather was to beicestr to the following: the leathering of the main
pendants, runners in the wake of the boats whegckies, the collar of the mainstay, the nip of the
main-sheet block strops, leathering the bowspnaveller, the spanshackle for the bowsprit,
topmast iron, the four reef-earings three feet ftbeknot. All old copper, copper-sheathing, nails,
lead, iron and other old materials which were of @alue, were to be collected and allowed for by
the tradesmen who perform the repairs. New sail® we be tried as soon as received in order to
ascertain their fitness. Both boats and cruisere akso to be painted twice a year, above the water
line, this to be done by the crews themselves.

A general pilot was allowed for two months whenraiger arrived on a new station, and an
occasional pilot was permissible in cases of nétgessit only licensed pilots were to be employed.
General pilots were paid 6s. a day as well as thalurations of provisions. The cruisers were
provided with charts of the coast off which they 303were employed. Naval officers holding
appointments as Inspecting Commanders of cruisengef Officers of stations and Mates of
cruisers were ordered to wear the greatcoat eskedaliby any Admiralty regulation in force for the
time being, with epaulettes, cap, and side-arnmrdmng to their ranks. Commanders of cruisers, if
not naval officers, were to wear a blue lappel-cbattoned back with nine Coastguard uniform
buttons and notched button-holes, plain blue stgndellar with gold lace loop and button on each
side thereof—the loop to be five inches long, amel kace three-quarters of an inch in breadth.
There were also to be three buttons and notchddrbbbles on each cuff and pocket, as well as
three buttons in the folds of each skirt.

The waistcoat was to be white or blue kerseymerngh wniform buttons, white or blue
pantaloons or trousers, with boots, a blue clogh siailar in shape to those worn in the Royal
Navy, with two bands of gold lace three-quarteramminch broad, one at the top and the other at the
bottom of the headpiece. The sword was to havaia pdce knot and fringe tassel, with a black
leather belt. White trousers were worn on all omes of inspection and other special occasions
between April 23 and October 14. Blue trousers weltee worn for the other months.

In 1849 the Select Committee on the Board of Custerpressed the opinion that the nunmbegr
304j0f cruisers might be reduced, and the Landguardtipedly abolished; but it was deemed
advisable that these protections being removed;dhstline of defence ought to be strengthened by
securing the services of Naval Lieutenants who feiled from the Navy on half-pay. So the
number of cruisers and tenders which in 1844 hadhred seventy-six, and in 1849 were fifty-two,
had now sunk to fifty in the year 1850. In 1854 te outbreak of war with Russia, 3000 men were
drafted into the Navy from the Coastguard, thesicpk being filled by pensioners. During the war
considerable service was also rendered by the Revemisers, by capturing the Russian ships in



the Northern Seas, for we must recollect that,assnh the wars with France, there were two centres
to be dealt with, viz., in the north and south. e with Russia, as regards the sea service, was
prosecuted both in the Narrow Seas and in the Bisek and the Russian trade was badly cut up.
As many as eleven Russian ships were captured bypsm# these British cutters, and no less than
eight of these prizes were condemned. The facbrshy of being borne in mind when considering
the history of these craft which have long sincespd from performing active service.

The next modification came in 1856, when it wasohe=d to transfer the control of the
Coastguard to the Admiralty; for in spite of theafrg 3oschange which had been brought about in
1831, all the Coastguard officers and men whiledpeppointed by the Admiralty, were none the
less controlled by the Customs. However, this domdiwas now altered, but in the teeth of
opposition on the part of the Customs, who repiteseno the Treasury that considerable
inconvenience would result from this innovationtBua the 1st of October 1856, the control of the
Coastguard was transferred to the Admiralty, dsad been foreshadowed. And with that we see
practically the last stage in the important develept which had been going on for some years
past. It was practically the finale of the tendetmyards making the service naval rather than.civil

For the moment, | am seeking to put the reader ass@ssion of a general idea of the
administrative features of the service, which is subject, during the period between 1822-1856.
At the last-mentioned date our period devoted ttecsiand smugglers practically ends. But before
proceeding to deal with the actual incidents arndtigeg adventures embraced by this period, it may
be convenient just to mention that these changes Yadlowed in 1869, when the services of
civilians employed in any capacity in the Coastguaere altogether dispensed with, and since then
the general basis of the Coastguard developmenbédes for the better defence of our cogsts,
306]S0 as to be vigilant against any disembarkatioa fyreign power, at the same time providing to
a certain extent for the manning of the ships & Royal Navy when required. Thus, the old
organisation, with which the Customs Board was lesety and for so long a time connected,
changed its character when its sphere became ahtiather than particular. Its duty henceforth
was primarily for the protection of the country nhir the prevention of smuggling. But between
1822—when the Admiralty yielded up their resporigibs to the Customs Board—and the year
1856, when again the control was returned to theifalty, no material alterations were made in
the methods of preventing smuggling, the most irgmtrevent during that period—apart altogether
from the actual smuggling incidents—was the chamigieh had been brought about in 1831.

During the different reigns and centuries in whilsh smuggling evil had been at work, all sorts
of anti-smuggling acts had been passed. We canumelérstand that a certain amount of hasty,
panic-driven legislation had from time to time bemeated according to the sudden increase of
contraband running. But all these laws had becameusnerous, and their accumulation had made
matters so intricate, that the time had come fanesprocess of unravelling, straightening out, and
summarising. The systematising apgl3ozclarification were affected by the Act of January 826
(6 Geo. IV. cap. 108). And one of the most impdrtf@atures of this was to the effect that any
vessel belonging wholly or in part to his Majeststibjects, found within four leagues of the coast
of the United Kingdom, with prohibited goods on fihaand not proceeding on her voyage, was to
be forfeited. Any vessel or boat, not square-rigdelonging wholly or in part to his Majesty's
subjects, and found in the British (as it was tirequently designated) Channel or Irish Channel, or
elsewhere within 100 leagues of the coast, withitspdr tobacco in casks or packages of less size
than 40 gallons; or tea, tobacco, or snuff, in pagkage containing less than 450 Ibs. in weight—
this craft was to be forfeited. And vessels (natasg-rigged), if found unlicensed, were also to be
forfeited. But whale-boats, fishing-boats, pildisats, purely inland boats, and boats belonging to
square-rigged ships were exempt.

But, of course, smuggling was still very far fromitg dead, and the Revenue cruisers had
always to be on the alert. Some idea of the spbieeetivity belonging to these may be gathered
from the following list of cruiser stations exiggiin the early 'twenties. The English cruiser stadi



consisted of: Deptford, Chatham, Sheerness, PousmGowes, Weymouth, Exmouth, Plymouth,
Fowey, Falmouth, Penzangeg 30sMilford, Berwick, Grimsby, Boston, North YarmoutHarwich,
Gravesend, Dover, Poole, Brixham, Ilfracombe, Dasdlsle of Man), Alderney, Dover, Seaford,
Dartmouth, Holyhead, Southend (in the port of Lgigh Scotland there were: Leith, Montrose,
Stranraer, Stornoway, Aberdeen, Cromarty, CampbaltoGreenock. In Ireland there were:
Kingstown, Larne, Killibegs, Westport, Galway, Cpand Dunmore East.

It was to such places as the above that the csureprired for their provisions. When smugglers
had been captured and taken on board these cramsravere allowed not to fare as well as the
crew, but to have only two-thirds of the victualermpitted to the mariners. In 1825 additional
instructions were issued relating to the victugllof his Majesty's Revenue Cruisers, and in future
every man per diem was to have:—

One pound of biscuit, 1/3 of a pint of rum (wineasere), until the establishment of the imperial
measure, when 1/4 of a pint was to be allowedjrtiperial gallon being one-fifth greater than the
wine gallon. Each man was also to have 1 Ib. beg,Ib. flour, or in lieu thereof 1/2 pint of
oatmeal, 1/4 Ib. suet, or 1-1/2 oz. of sugar ordz4of tea, also 1 Ib. of cabbage or 2 oz. of &cot
barley. They were to be provided with pure Wesidrmdm, of at least twelve months old. Further
regulations were also taken as to the nature ofmése's grog. "As it igeg 3o9ronsidered extremely
prejudicial to the health of the crew to suffer thbowance of spirits to be drank raw, the
Commanders are to cause the same to be served gt mixed with water, in the proportion of
three parts water and one part spirits, to be sednand served out in presence of one of the mates,
the boatswain, gunner, or carpenter, and one oofwle mariners."

Smugglers detained on board were not to have spB#fore proceeding to sea each cruiser was
to have on board not less than two months' supipgbald beef, spirits; suet or sugar and tea in, lieu
as well as Scotch barley. With reference to theroérticles of food, they were to carry as large a
proportion as could be stowed away, with the exoeptf fresh beef and cabbages. But two years
prior to this, that is to say on April 5, 1823, tBeard of Customs had reduced the victualling
allowances, so that Commander and mates and stgretents of Quarantine received 2s. 6d. a day
each; mariners 1s. 3d.; and mariners of lazar@ttespitals 1s. for quarantine) 1s. 3d. a day.

As to the methods of the smugglers, these contitmégcome more and more ingenious, though
there was a good deal of repetition of successithg until the Revenue officers had learnt these
secrets, when some other device had to be thouglaina employed. Take the casg31opf a craft
called theWig Box belonging to John Punnett. She was seized aebtke in the spring of 1822
by a midshipman of the Coast Blockade. There wauned on her six gallons of spirits, which were
concealed in the following most ingenious mannée #as quite a small vessel, but her three oars,
her two masts, her bowsprit, and her bumpkin, Habden made hollow. Inside these hollows tin
tubes had been fitted to contain the above spaiid,there can be little doubt but that a good many
other small craft had successfully employed thesans until the day when tiWig Boxhad the
misfortune to be found out. There is still preserirethe London Custom House a hollow wooden
fend-off which was slung when a ship was alongsidgiay. No one for a long time ever thought of
suspecting that this innocent-looking article cooédfull of tobacco, lying as it was under the very
eyes of the Customs officers of the port. And i2A8hree other boats were seized in one port
alone, having concealed prohibited goods in a sgfi@remast and outrigger, each spar being
hollowed out from head to foot and the ends aftedwaeatly plugged and painted. Another boat
was seized and brought into Dover with hollow ya$er lugsails, and a hollow keel composed
of tin but painted to look like wood, capable ofding large quantities of spirits.

[Pg 311But there was a very notorious vessel namedgebelonging to Rye, her master's name
being John Clark, her size being just under 24.ttm4822 she was seized and found to have a
false bow, access to which was by means of twotlesutone on each side of the stem. These
scuttles were fitted with bed-screws fixed throdglse timbers into the real timbers, and covered



with pieces of cork resembling treenails. The calroent afforded space for no fewer than fifty flat
tubs besides dry goods. But in 1824 another vassdie same name and port, described as a
smack, was also arrested at Rye, and found to hatetobacco and silk goods concealed. This was
effected by means of a false bottom to the shipchvbextended as far aft as the ballast bulkhead.
The entrance to the concealment was by means otiplec of scuttles on each side of her false
keelson, these scuttles being screwed down in autlanner as also to be imperceptible. Also on
either side of her cabin there were other hidiraee$ underneath the berths, and so constructed that
they deceived more than one Revenue officer whoecaboard to rummage her. The latter had
bored holes through the lining, so as to try thetashice of that lining from the supposed side of the
vessel. Finding this distance not to exceed thealémwance for the vessel's scuttling, the offscer
had gone ashore quite satisfied. Frpm3i12the number of gimlet-holes in the lining it wasatle
that the officers had been imposed upon consider8bit what these officers had taken for the side
of the ship was only an intermediary planking, #ttual concealment being between that and the
vessel's side.

To get to the entrance of these concealments,dtidig had to be taken out, which they had no
doubt omitted to do. But if they had done this theyuld have been able properly to get to the
lining, when two small pieces of wood about an iscjuare let into the plank made themselves
apparent. And these, if removed with the point ddnde or chisel, brought small pieces of cork
(circular in shape) to become visible. As soorhasée corks were removed, the heads of bed-screws
were observable, and these being unscrewed allbme@dboards running the whole lengths of the
berths to be taken up, by which means were revaaledoncealments capable of containing a
considerable quantity of dry goods.

Somewhat reminiscent of this ship was the FrendseleSt. Antoing which was seized at
Shoreham. She had come from Dieppe, and her maagenamed A. Fache. The after part of her
cabin was fitted with two cupboards which had seelthat took down, the back of which was
supposed to be the lining of the transom. But &imgathe same up, timbers showed themselvgs.
313]10n examining the planks closely, it was noticed thay overlapped each other, the timbers
being made to act as fastenings. On striking thetand of the false timbers on one side, it moved
round on a bolt, and one plank with a timber waslen@® shift on each side of the false stern-post,
forming a stern-frame with the other. Below the lmogrds down to the run of the vessel the same
principle was followed. The entrance to this wagdking down the seats and lockers in the cabin,
and a false stern-post appeared to be fastenedavdtitelock and ring, but by unfastening the same,
the false stern-post and middle plank could bertalaavn.

Two ingenious instances of the sinking of contrabgoods were found out about the year 1823,
and both occurred within that notorious south-easher of England. The first of these belongs to
Sandwich, where three half-ankers of foreign spinere seized floating, being hidden in a sack, a
bag of shingle weighing 30 Ibs. being used to ac ainker. Attached to the sack were an inflated
bladder and about three fathoms of twine, togethigr a small bunch of feathers to act as a buoy to
mark the spot. When this arrangement was put is&ituwas found that the bladder kept the sack
floating one foot below the surface of the watdre Teathers were to mark the spot where the sack,
on being thrown overboard, might bring up in casg accident hagbg 314pccurred to the bladder.

At spring tides the rush of the water over the Sad flats causes a good deal of froth which
floats on the surface. The reader must often h&éagerved such an instance on many occasions by
the sea. The exact colour is a kind of dirty yell@and this colour being practically identical with
that of the bladder, it would be next to imposstoleell the difference between froth and bladder a
any distance, and certainly no officer of the Rexemould look for such things unless he had
definite knowledge beforehand.
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The Sandwich Device.

In the sack were three half-ankers. A bag of skiragted as sinker, and the bladder kept the sack
floating.]

The second occurrence took place at Rye. A seimasemade of twelve tubs of spirits whiglg
315lhad been sunk by affixing to the head of eachaular piece of sheet lead which just fitted into
the brim of the cask, and was there kept in itsglay four nails. The weight of the lead was 9, Ibs.
and the tubs, being lashed longitudinally togethated in a tideway unfettered, being anchored by
the usual lines and heavy stones. The leads santagks to the bottom in 2-1/2 fathoms of water,
but at that depth they in specific gravity so ngapproximated to their equal bulk of fluid
displaced that they could scarcely be felt on thger. The leads were cast in moulds to the size
required, and could be repeatedly used for the gammose, and it was thought that the smuggling
vessels, after coming across the Channel and deymp#hieir cargoes, would on a later voyage be
given back these pieces of lead to be affixed herotasks.

A clinker-built boat of about 26 tons burthen nantleel St. Francois the master of which was
named Jean Baptiste La Motte, of and from Gravsliseossed the North Sea and passed through
the Forth and Clyde Canal in the year 1823 to GasdNominally she had a cargo of apples and
walnuts, her crew consisting of six men besidesriaster. She was able to land part of her cargo of
"apples” at Whitby and the rest at Glasgow, andrafirds, repassing safely through the canal
again, returned to Gravelines. But some time after departure from Scotland it wasg
31ediscovered that she had brought no fruit at all,tbat what appeared to be apples were so many
portions of lace made up into small boxes of tlze sif apples and ingeniously painted to resemble
that fruit.

As showing that, even as late as the year 1824athef the armed cutters had not been yet seen,
we may call attention to the information which v&ent to the London Custom House through the
Dublin Customs. The news was to the effect th&tabruary of that year there was in the harbour of
Flushing, getting ready for sea, whither she waqartateed in three or four days, a cutter laden with
tobacco, brandy, Hollands, and tea. She was ctidkedellow, which was a fictitious name, and was



a vessel of 160 tons with a crew of forty men, @dmpottomed and pierced for fourteen guns. She
was painted black, with white mouldings round therrs Her boom also was black, so were her
gaff and masthead. The officers were warned to kdepk-out for her, and informed that she had a
large strengthening fish on the upper side of eniy twenty cloths in the head, and twenty-eight
in the foot of the mainsail. It was reported tha¢ svas bound for Ballyherbert, Mountain Foot, and
Clogher Head in Ireland, but if prevented from lizugcthere she was consigned to Ormsby of Sligo
and Burke of Connemara. In the event of her faitimgye also she had on board two "spotsmen” or
pilots for [pg 317the coast of Kerry and Cork. There was also a luggehe same time about to
proceed from Flushing to Wexford. This vessel wiagam 90 to 100 tons, was painted black, with
two white mouldings and a white counter. She cdrae her deck a large boat which was painted
white also.

Tobacco was discovered concealed in rather a cunmanner on another vessel. She had come
from St. John, New Brunswick, with a cargo of timbend the planks had been hollowed out and
filled with tobacco, but it was so cleverly donattlit was a long time before it was detected. All
sorts of vessels and of many rigs were fitted \pitices of concealment, and there was even a 50-
ton cutter named thélborough belonging to London, employed in this busineskjctv had
formerly been a private yacht, but was now mordifatady engaged running goods from Nieuport
in Belgium to Hull. The descriptions of some of 4becraft sent to the various outports, so that a
smart look-out for them might be kept up, are déelyaraluable to us, as they preserve a record of a
type of craft that has altered so much during thet gentury as almost to be forgotten. The
description of the sloogane for instance, belonging to Dumbarton in 1824wisth noting by
those who are interested in the ships of yester8&op-rigged, and carvel built, she had white
mouldings[pg 318pver a yellow streak, and her bulwark was painteskry inside. Her cross-jack
yards[21] as they are called, her bowsprit-boom, her gaff stadding-sail boom were all painted
white, and she had three black hoops on the matgruhe hounds. Her sails were all white, but her
square topsail and topgallant-yards were black.JEmewas a 90-tonner.

The reader will remember considering some time l@ackpen boat which was fitted with hollow
stanchions under the thwarts, so that through te&sechions ropes might pass through into the
water below. | have come across a record of a smegiktered in the port of London under the
singularly inappropriate name of ti@ood Intent She was obviously built or altered with the sole
intention of being employed in smuggling. | neeg sathing of her other concealments under the
cabin berths and so on, as they were practicattyjlai to those on thésp But it was rather
exceptional to find on so big a craft as eod Intenta false stanchion immediately abaft the fore
scuttle. Through this stanchion ran a leaden piqmaiatwo inches inpg 319fiameter, and this went
through the keelson and garboard strake, so th#tibyneans a rope could be led through and into
the vessel, while at the other end a raft of tugdbe towed through the water. By hauling tightly
on to this line the kegs could be kept beautifaibyncealed under the bilge of the vessel, so that
even in very clear water it would not be easy tpgat the presence of these tubs. The other end of
this pipe came up through the ship until it waslilwvith the deck, and where this joined the ladter
square piece of lead was tarred and pitched scaasedy to be perceived.

There must indeed have been a tremendous amouhowght, as well as the expenditure of a
great deal of time and money, in creating theséhaust of concealment, but since they dared not
now to use force it was all they could do.

FOOTNOTES:



[21] The cro'jack yard was really the lower yard ofull-figged ship on the mizzen-mast, to the arms of
which the clews or lower corners of the mizzen-tilpsere extended. But as sloops were fore-andraft

it is a little doubtful what is here meant. Eithemay refer to the barren yard below the squapsad
carried by the sloops of those days—the clews Hgtware extended to this yard's arms—or the woey m
have been the equivalent of what we nowadays adketrees.



[Pg 320]
CHAPTER XVII

SMUGGLING BY CONCEALMENTS

Second cousin to the method of filling oars andspath spirits was that adopted by a number
of people whose homes and lives were connectedthatlsea-shore. They would have a number of
shrimping nets on board, the usual wooden handiegylitted at one end of these nets. But these
handles had been purposely made hollow, so thadrto cases could be fitted in. The spirits then
filled these long cavities, and whether they caughhy shrimps or not was of little account, for
dozens of men could wade ashore with these nethandles on their backs and proceed to their
homes without raising a particle of suspicion. #swvell worth doing, for it was calculated that as
much as 2-1/2 gallons of spirit could be poured grch of these hollow poles.

Collier-brigs were very fond of smuggling, and amarthers mention might be made of the
Venusof Rye, an 80-ton brig which between January amgte&nber one year worked three highly
profitable voyages, for besides her ordinary caslje carried each time 800 casks of spifHg,
321these being placed underneath the coals. Theralsaghe brigSevernof Bristol, which could
carry about five keels of coal, but seldom carmeore than four, the rest of the space of course
being made up with contraband. In 1824 she worleel Yoyages, and on each occasion she
carried, besides her legitimate cargo, as muchghd ®ns of tobacco under her coals. And there
was a Danish-built sloop nhamed tBrie-eyed Lasbelonging to Shields, with a burthen of 60 odd
tons, also employed in the coal trade. She was rg saspicious vessel, and was bought
subsequently by the people of Rye to carry on ainwork to the other smuggling craft. All sorts of
warnings were sent to the Customs Board giving thidarmation thafThe Rose in Jun@eedless
to say of Rye) was about to have additional comeeats added. She was of 37 tons burthen, and
had previously been employed as a packet boat. Weeg also warned that George Harrington, a
noted smuggler resident at Eastbourne, intendedhgiuhe winter months to carry on the
contraband trade, and to land somewhere betweeth&@opton and Weymouth. He had made
arrangements with a large number of men belonginBdole and the neighbouring country, and
had obtained a suitable French lugger.

In 1826 the smackBox andLovely Lassof Portsmouth were seized at that port with kegs
32210f spirits secreted under their bottoms in a thontemporary casing, as shown in the
accompanying diagram. The ingenious part of thisktwas that there was no means of
communication into the concealment from the intewd the vessel. Thus any officer coming
aboard to search would have little or no reasosuspect her. But it was necessary every time this
vessel returned from abroad with her contrabandhéorto be laid ashore, and at low water the kegs
could be got at externally. To begin with there evpieces of plank two inches thick fastened to the
timbers by large nails. Then, between the plankktha vessel's bottom the tubs were concealed.
The arrangement was exceeding simple yet wonderfléler. Practically this method consisted of
filling up the hollow below the turn of the bilgk.would certainly not improve the vessel's speed,
but it would give her an efficacious means of stayer cargo of spirits out of the way. And it was
because of such incidents as this last mentioredoticlers were sent to all ports for the localtcraf
and others to be examined frequerdhoreno less than afloat, in order that any false lotto
might be detected. And the officers were to be foai@nd see that the name of the ship and her
master painted on a ship corresponded with the samker papers. Even open boats were found
fitted with double bottoms, as for instance Kary, belonging to Dover. She was only 14 feet long
[Pg 323with 5 feet 9-1/2 inches beam, but she had botbhublé bottom and double sides, in which
were contained thirty tin cases to hold 29 gallohspirits. Her depth from gunwale to the top of



her ceilingz2] originally was 2 feet 8-1/2 inches. But the defptim the gunwale to the false bottom
was 2 feet 5-3/4 inches. The concealment ran flarstem to the transom, the entrance being made
by four cuttles very ingeniously and neatly fittedth four nails fore and aft through the timbeos t
secure them from moving—one on each side of thés&egabout a foot forward of the keelson
under the fore thwart. Even Thames barges weedfittith concealments; in fact there was not a
species of craft from a barque to a dinghy that ma&ghus modified for smuggling.

The name of the barge was tA#dred of London, and she was captured off Birchingtom on
December day in 1828. She pretended that she wasdbipom Arundel with a cargo of wood
hoops, but when she was boarded she had evidesdly &icross to "the other side"; for there was
found 1045 tubs of gin and brandy aboard her whemvgas captured, together with her crew, by a
boat sent from the cruis&figilant. The discovery was made by finding an obstrucéibout three
feet deep from the top of the coamings, which irduthe Revenue officer to clear away the
bundles of hoops under the fore and main hatchwdggrg 324then discovered a concealment
covered over with sand, and on cutting through anlpltwo inches thick the contraband was
discovered.

The accompanying diagram shows the slbapy of Fowey, William Strugnell master. On the
14th of December 1828 she was seized at Chichaf$égrhaving come from Portsmouth in ballast.
She was found to be fitted with the concealmentvshim the plan, and altogether there were 100
half-ankers thus stowed away, 50 being placed ch s@e of her false bottom. She was just over
35 tons burthen, and drew four feet of water, belogp rigged, as many of the barges in those
days were without the little mizzen which is so fizan to our eyes to-day.

sLoop rucy”
1526,

The SloopLucy showing Concealments.

Cases of eggs sent from Jersey were fitted widefaides in which silks were smuggled; trawlers
[Pg 325pngaged in sinking tubs of spirits; a dog-kennek waashed ashore from a vessel that
foundered off Dungeness, and on being examinedkériael was found to be fitted with a false top
to hold 30 Ibs. of tobacco; an Irish smack beloggm Cork was specially fitted for the contraband
trade, having previously actually been employea &oastguard watch-boat. There was a vessel
named Grace manned by three brothers—all notorious smugglersledging to Coverack



(Cornwall). This vessel used to put to sea by agpment to meet a French vessel, and having from
her shipped the contraband tBeace would presently run the goods ashore somewhergekeet
Land's End and Newport, South Wales; in fact, edtl&k of smuggling still went on even after the
first quarter of that wonderful nineteenth century.

About the year 1831 five casks imported from Jemsay alleged to contain cider, but on being
examined they were found to contain something &ésevell. The accompanying sketch represents
the plan of one of these. From this it will be séeat the central space was employed for holding
the cider, but the ends were full of tobacco beaiogtained in two tin cases. In this diagram No. 1
represents the bung, No. 2 shows the aperture dm ®de through which the tobacco was thrust
into the tin cases which are marked by No. 3, tidercbeing contained in the central portion
marked 4. Thus the usual method of gauging a cask'serontents was rendered useless, for
unless a bent or turned rod were employed it wamgsible to detect the presence of these side
casks for the tobacco.

1. Buna.
2, OPENINGS.
O, TomAcCCO.

€. CYDER..
Cask for Smuggling Cider.

One may feel a little incredulous at some of thigaexdinary yarns which one hears occasionally
from living people concerning the doings of smuggleéA good deal has doubtless arisen as the
result of a too vivid imagination, but, as we hamwn from innumerable instances, there is quite
enough that is actual fact without having recoumsénvention. | know of a certain port in our
kingdom where there existed a legend to the effeitin olden days the smugglers had no need to
bring the tubs in with them, but that if they oméft them outside when the young flood wag
327)making, those tubs would find their own way in teeqarticular secluded spot in that harbour.
A number of amateur enthusiasts debated the paite tecently, and a wager was made that such a
thing was not possible. But on choosing a winteéag, and throwing a number of barrels into the
water outside the entrance, it was found thatriedt of the tide was always to bring them into that



corner. But, you will instantly say, wouldn't the&3tguard in the smuggling days have seen the
barrels as they came along the top of the water?

The answer is certainly in the affirmative. But 8mugglers used to do in the "scientific" period
as follows, and this | have found in a documenéddi833, at which time the device was quite new,
at least to the Customs officials. Let us suppdse the vessel had made a safe passage from
France, Holland, or wherever she had obtainedubsg of spirits. She had eluded the cruisers and
arrived off the harbour entrance at night justhesftood tide was making. Overboard go her tubs,
and away she herself goes to get out of the spbfesespicion. These tubs numbered say sixty-
three, and were firmly lashed together in a shagrg similar to a pile of shot—pyramid fashion.
The tops of the tubs were all painted white, betrdft was green. Below this pyramid of tubs were
attached two grapnel anchors, and the whole camce could float in anythingg 328above seven
feet of water. It was so designed that the wholéheftubs came in on the tide below water, only
three being partially visible, and their white aslonade them difficult to be seen among the little
waves. But as soon as they came to the spot where tvere only seven feet of water the two
grapnels came into action and held the tubs mobdkeda ship. And as the tide rose, so it
completely obliterated them. Some one was of coonsthe look-out for his spirits, and when the
tide had dropped it was easy enough to wade oubend the tubs ashore, or else "sweep" them
ashore with a long rope that dragged along thebotf the harbour.

During the year 1834 smuggling was again on theease, especially on the south and east
coasts, and it took time for the officers to leah these new-fangled tricks which were so
frequently employed. Scarcely had the intricaciesne device been learnt than the smugglers had
given up that idea and taken to something moreniogs still. Some time back we called attention
to the way in which the Deal boatmen used to walloge with smuggled tea. About the year 1834
a popular method of smuggling tea, lace, and soclvanient goods was to wear a waistcoat or
stays which contained eighteen rows well stuffeth\@ Ibs. weight of tea. The same man would
also wear a pair of drawers made[mf 3295tout cotton secured with strong drawing stringd an
stuffed with about 16 Ibs. of tea. Two men wereteaga with nine parcels of lace secreted about
their bodies, a favourite place being to wind iimd the shins. Attempts were also made to smuggle
spun or roll tobacco from New York by concealingrthin barrels of pitch, rosin, bales of cotton,
and so on. In the case of a ship namedldsephingfrom New York, the Revenue officers found
in one barrel of pitch an inner package contaiibgut 100 Ibs. of manufactured tobacco.

The Smackram O'Shanteshowing Method of Concealment (see Text).

The accompanying plan of the smackm O'Shante(belonging to Plymouth), which was seized
by the Padstow Coastguard, will show how spiritsensometimes concealed. This was a vessel of
72 tons with a fore bulkhead and a false bulkhesdesdistance aft of that. This intervening space,
as will be seen, was filled up with barrels. Heldhwas filled with a carggrg 330pf coals, and then



aft of this came the cabin with berths on eithelesias shown. But under these berths were
concealments for stowing quite a number of tubs|@eady explained.

A variation of the plan, previously mentioned, smnuggling by means of concealments in casks
was that which was favoured by foreign ships whielded between the Continent and the north-
east coasts of England and Scotland. In this ¢tesedsks which held the supplies of drinking water
were fitted with false sides and false ends. Tirelircasks thus held the fresh water, but the outer
casks were full of spirits. After the introductiaf steam, one of the first if not the very first
instance of steamship smuggling by concealmentthaisoccurring in 1836, when a vessel was
found to have had her paddle-boxes so lined tlest tould carry quite a large quantity of tobacco
and other goods.

Another of those instances of ships fitted up salcifor smuggling was found in the French
smackAuguste which is well worth considering. She was, wherested, bound from Gravelines,
and could carry about fifty tubs of spirits or, teed, a large amount of silk and lace. Under the
ladder in the forepeak there was a potato lockeéenekng from side to side, and under this,
extending above a foot or more before it, was thecealment. Further forward were some loose
planks forming a hatch, under which wasg 331the coal-hole. This appeared to go as far as the
bulkhead behind the ladder, and had the concealbeant full, it could never have been found, but
in walking over where the coals were, that parth&f concealment which extended beyond the
locker which was empty sounded hollow: whereupandfiicers pulled up one of the planks and
discovered the hiding-place.

It was decided in 1837 that, in order to save ttpease of breaking up a condemned smuggling
vessel, in future the ballast, mast, pumps, bultegplatforms, and cabins should be taken out from
the vessel: and that the hull should then be dotpreces not exceeding six feet long. Such pieces
were then to be sawn in a fore-and-aft directioasto cut across the beams and thwarts and render
the hull utterly useless. The accompanying sketeh llustrates the ingenuity which was displayed
at this time by the men who were bent on runningdgo What is here represented is a flat-
bottomed boat, which perhaps might never have desovered had it not been driven ashore near
to Selsey Bill during the gales of the early pairtl837. The manner in which this craft was
employed was to tow her for a short distance armah tto cast her adrift. She was fitted with
rowlocks for four oars, but apparently these hacendeen used. Three large holes were bored in
her bottom, for the purpose which we shall pregestplain.



-"'".- —'

1 ”//’? /’I fri,/fiii’/;,;r,

’/’ f"// /// / ﬂ
i ,/ )
) ,{,/5// ; /;,,/f /,-!..

)

j,
“f =

i-—.r‘-v.-“

Flat-Bottomed Boat found off Selsey.
The sketch shows longitudinal plan, the methodoedng with net, and midship section.

[Pg 332BuUilt very roughly, with half-inch deal, and covdrever with a thin coat of white paint,
she had a grommet at both bow and stern. She neebeualy 16 feet long and 4 feet wide, with a
depth of 2 feet 2 inches. It will be noticed thhe had no thwarts. Her timbers were of bent ash
secured with common French nails, and alongsideggtimevales were holes for lacing a net to go
over the top of this boat. Her side was made addltteal planks, the net being made of line, and of
the same size as the line out of which the tulgslwere always made. The holes in her flegr
333were made for the water to get in and keep henvbéhe surface, and the net, spreading from
gunwale to gunwale, prevented her cargo of tubs fo@ing washed out. It was in order to have
ample and unfettered room for the tubs that no ttewaere placed. She would be towed astern of a
smack or lugger under the water, and having arratetie appointed spot the towrope would be let
go, and the grapnels attached to both grommetsvatand stern would cause her to bring up when
in sufficiently shallow water. Later on, at loweidthe smugglers' friends could go out in theitboa
with a weighted line or hawser and sweep alongtiteom of the sea, and soon locate her and tow
her right in to the beach.

In order to prevent certain obvious excuses beiagarby dishonest persons, all British subjects
were distinctly forbidden to pick up spirits foumd these illegal half-ankers, only officers of the
Royal Navy, the Customs, and the Excise being gexdhso to do. But it was not always that the
Revenue cruisers were employed in catching smugdiée have pointed out that their duties also
included Quarantine work. In the spring of 183Wis represented to the Treasury that there was
much urgent distress prevailing in certain dissrot the Highlands and Western Islands of Scotland
owing to the failure of the last harvest. Sir Jéfith was therefore directed to proceed to Scotland
and take suchrg 334pteps as might be necessary for the immediate wugpseed, corn, and



potatoes, and the officers and commanders of theerRe cruisers were directed to afford him
every assistance.
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Plan of the Schooné&ood Intentshowing Method of Smuggling Casks.

In the previous chapter attention was called to simgular inappropriateness of calling a
smuggling vessel th&ood Intent That was a smack belonging to the year 1824, wivias found
at Rye. But this name seems to have had a cemagurd of popularity among these ingenious
gentlemen, for there was a smuggling schooner nahegdood Intentwhich was seized in the year
1837. How cleverly and effectively she was fittggfar a smuggling voyage can be ascertained by
considering the accompanying longitudinal plan. Baé a burthen of 72 tons, and was captured by
the Revenue cruiséBylviain Mount's Bay on the 14th of March. The plgg 335penotes her
principal features, including her sail-room and gah store right aft. Immediately forward of this
was the first concealment on the port side onlyrdfite was gained by means of a slide which was
nailed up, and here many casks could easily bedtdtext to this came the after bulkhead, but
forward of this was also a false bulkhead, theadis¢ between the real and the false being 2-1/2
feet, and affording a space to contain 138 kegs.

Under the cabin were coals, and around the coalsruhe cabin deck were placed some kegs.
The fore bulkhead had also a false bulkhead 25aethes apart, and this space held as many as
148 kegs. Under the deck of the forepeak were 2istegs. The length of these kegs was 17
inches, and they were nearly a foot in diametechEeask contained 4-1/2 gallons of French
brandy. This vessel was found to have merely lioresballast in her hold, but her illicit cargo was
more valuable to her than if she had been fullehadith the commodity which she usually and
legitimately traded in. Later in the same year, Bgdhe same cruis&ylvia this time off Land's
End, the Jersey schoor&partan a vessel of 36-1/2 tons, was seized, as sheauasl fto be fitted
up with similar concealments (see sketch).
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The SchooneBpartan
1. Hollow beam.
2. Opening for entering No. 3.
3. Place of concealment.

One day about the middle of the last century ach6@rimsby fishing-smack nameard [pg
336]Riversleft her native port and journeyed south. Her awared master was in a dismal frame of
mind, and complained to his mate that things weedty bad, and he was becoming remarkably
poor. The fishing was not prospering so far as ke woncerned, and so after thinking the matter
over he was proposing to take the ship over to @me and get a cargo of between thirty and forty
gallons of spirits. His mate heard what he hadatp and agreed to go with him. So to Boulogne
they proceeded, where they purchased the spiats & dealer, who brought the spirits on board,
not in casks but in skins and bladders, making alffity in all. These were deposited in the
smack's hold, and she then cleared out of harbuimeent to the fishing-grounds, where, to make
matters appear all right, she remained twenty-faurs, for thgpg 337purpose of obtaining some
oysters by dredging. Whilst on the fishing-grouttus spirits were stowed in a neat concealment at
the stern of the vessel on both sides abaft thehhaty. Before long the smack got going and ran
into Dover with the oysters and her spirits, lovdereer sails, and made everything snug. In due
course the bladders of spirits were got out ofttblel in small numbers, and placed in baskets and
covered over with a sufficiently thick layer of ¢gss to prevent their presence being detected.
These baskets were taken to a neighbouring tapsrtéwrandlord of which bought as much as he
wanted, and a local poulterer bought the rest@f{tirits and oysters as well.



"TORD RIVERS.

‘—___\
Deck Plan and Longitudinal Plan of therd Rivers(see Text).

[Pg 338But the local Coastguard had for a long time ba&pisious of this vessel, and evidently
this was not her first voyage in the smuggling ¢rale had watched and followed the man who
took the bladders ashore, and now came on boaséddavhat he could find. The deck plan will
clearly convey to the reader the way in which theask was fitted up with concealments. The
letters A and A indicate two portions of the detiniing, each portion being about a couple of feet
long. These were movable, and fitted into theicetawith a piece of spun-yarn laid into the seams,
and over this was laid some putty blackened ondpeAt first sight they appeared to be part of the
solid planking of the deck, but on obtaining a ehithey were easily removed. There was now
revealed the entrance to a space on each sideeofuttder-case in the false stern capable of
containing thirty or forty gallons of spirits. This itself was conclusive, but when the Coastguard
also found that the putty in the seams was softfiesth, and that a strong smell of spirits emanated
from this cavity, it was deemed that there was ntbas adequate reason for arresting the smack
even though the hold was quite empty.

Thus theLord Riverscame to a bad end.

FOOTNOTES:

[22] The ceiling of a ship signified the inside planks.



[Pg 339]
CHAPTER XVIII

BY SEA AND LAND

Having now seen the evolution of the smuggling meéshfrom brute force and superiority of
ships and crews to the point where the landingutille goods became a fine art, and having been
able to obtain an idea of the manifold changes whoccurred in the administration of the
Preventive service between the years 1674 and 28&6nay now resume our narrative of the
interesting encounters which occurred between tiggglers on the one hand and the Preventive
force on the other. Up to the year 1822 we havé deth the different incidents which used to go
on around our coast, and we shall now be in aiposiv appreciate to their full the notable exoit
of cruisers and smugglers in that late period betwthe years 1822 and 1856. This covers the
epoch when improved architecture in regard to taét employed, greater vigilance on the part of
the cruisers, and a keener artfulness in the sratgytfiemselves were at work. Consequently some
of these contests represent the best incidenkteiwhole history of smuggling.

[Pg 340But it was not always that the Revenue cruisers Rirayentive boats were in the right.
There were occasions when the commanders suffesed tbo much zeal, though certainly these
were quite exceptional. There is the case of@hencherwhich well illustrates this. She was a
Dutch vessel which had been on her voyage to ltalg, was now returning home up the English
Channel with a cargo of oil, bound for Amsterdaneir§ somewhat square and ample of form,
with the characteristic bluff bows much belovedhgy countrymen, and being also very foul on her
bottom through long voyaging, she was only a dailes[23] And such being the case, when she fell
in with head winds her skipper and part-owner, P€&mok, decided to let go anchor under
Dungeness, where many a sailing craft then, agyotths taken shelter in similar circumstances.

Whilst she was at anchor waiting for a favouraltdets one of the numerous fishing-boats which
are always to be seen hereabouts came alongsiderémeher24] and asked the skipper if he
required any assistance. Crook replied that ifwimed was still ahead, and he was compelled to
remain there till the next day, he would warg 34150me fuel for his stove. The fisherman sold
some of his catch to the Dutchman, and then wehi®way.

But soon after this a boat in the Preventive setvicommanded by a Mr. MacTavish, a
midshipman, came alongside and boarded Dhnencher The midshipman inquired what the
Dutchman had had to do with the fishing-boat, anab& answered that he had done nothing except
to purchase some fish. But this did not satisfy MacTavish, who proceeded now to examine what
was on board. Of course he found some casks dfssmnd asked Crook how they came to be
there, to which Crook answered that they had beand floating in a former voyage and he had
picked them up. This looked doubtful, but it wasteprobable, for often the weights of stones
from sunken tubs broke adrift and the tubs floatpdo the surface. Especially was this the case
after bad weather.

We can well understand the midshipman's suspicms,need not be surprised to learn that he
felt justified in seizing the ship because of thedes found on board. He had the anchor broken out,
the sails hoisted, and took her first into Doverd afterwards from Dover to Ramsgate, where most
of her cargo was unloaded. But after a time sheaxadsred to be released and allowed to proceed
to Holland, and later still her skipper broughtamtion against MacTavishg 342for having been
wrongfully detained for thirty days, for which demage he claimed four guineas a day, besides
damage to her cable and other things, amountiag to £208.



The reader will recollect that in another chaptersaw a couple of sailing craft dodging about
suspiciously in West Bay, one of which began te fiignals to the other in order to warn her of the
Preventive boat: and we saw that the crew of timea in the offending craft were arrested and
found guilty. One of these men, it will be remendekrwas John Bartlett, who had at one time been
a boy on a Revenue cutter. From the incident whadho his arrest in 1819 let us pass to the 14th
of September 1823. The scene is again West Baytrenald passion is still strong in Bartlett
notwithstanding his sentence. A little to the wafsBridport (Dorset) is Seatown, and just beyond
that comes Golden Cape. On the night of the abate @he of the Seatown Revenue officers about
1 A.M. noticed flashes coming from the cliff betwmeBeatown and Golden Cape. He proceeded to
the cliff, which at high-water runs straight up aitthe sea. It was a dark night with no moon, a
little breeze, and only slight surf on the shoreeaidconditions for any craft bent on smuggling.

On the cliff the officer, named Joseph Davey, espienan. He hailed him, thinking it was some
one else, and asked him if he were Jpg\43fFoss. "Yes," came back the answer, but when the
officer seized him he discovered it was not Fodstihe notorious John Bartlett. Up came another
Revenue man named Thomas Nines to assist Daveyin kutfew minutes Bartlett gave a loud
whistle, whereupon Nines looked out seaward anthewred, "There's a boat.”

"I sees him," answered Davey as the craft was agping the shore. By this time, also, there
were ten or twelve men coming towards the officangl Bartlett managed to run down to the shore,
shouting "Keep off!" "Keep off!" as loudly as heutd. The officers ran too, but the boat turned
round and put off to sea again. In the course fefnaminutes there rose up a large fire on the,cliff
about a hundred yards from where the officers wiéne@as another signal of warning to the boat.
For Bartlett, having got away from the officersdhdoubtless lit this, since it flared up near to
where he was seen to run. The officers remainethercoast until daylight, and then launching
their boat rowed a little way from the shore, anodnfd a new buoy moored just by the spot where
the lugger had been observed to turn round whdachand warned. It was clear, on examination,
that the buoy had not been in the water many hand, after "creeping” along the sea bottom
hereabouts they brought up sixty kegs, which wése quite new, and had evidently only been
sunk when Bartlett sung otrg 344his warning. The latter was again arrested, anddoguilty
when subsequently tried. So again Bartlett ha@tioerfrom smuggling.

It happened only a few weeks before this incidbat & seaman named Willis was on shore with
his officer. Willis belonged to H.M.SSevern which was moored off Dover for the prevention of
smuggling. The officer was a naval midshipman nakmepe, stationed ashore. Whilst on their duty
they began to notice a man, whose name was Williéarke, near Chalk Fall, carrying a basket of
nets and fishing lines. For a time both Willis ahope took shelter under the Chalk Cliff as it was
raining, but presently Willis separated from hificar to go to his appointed station. It occurred t
him that Clarke appeared to be unnecessarily samat,he was sure that he was trying to smuggle
something. Willis went up to him and said he ineshdo search him, to which Clarke replied,
"Certainly.” He admitted he had some liquor théxat, he hoped Willis would take no notice of it.
The seaman insisted that he must take noticef foturned out to be foreign spirits he must seize
it: whereupon Clarke flung down a couple of halfixens and asked him to say nothing about it.

Willis again protested that he must see what the mmad beneath his gabardine. But at this
Clarke took a knife from his pocket and cut a laldadder which he had under his clothes,
containing[pg 345half a gallon of spirits, and a spirituous liquauped out on to the ground. Willis
put his finger to it and found that it was foreigrandy. But the amusing legal aspect of this
incident was that this foreign liquor could notdmezed, nor could the man be prosecuted for having
it, and it could not be condemned. But Clarke hadkeed destroyed that which he had so early
brought safely home. This was just one instancth®fgood work which the Coast Blockade was
performing, Willis and other seamen being landeergwight from H.M.SSevernto act as guard
at different points along the coast.



In the annals of smugglers and cruisers there esenfiore notable incidents than that which
occurred on the 13th of January 1823, in the Engl®annel. On this day the Revenue cutter
Badgerwas cruising off the French coast under the conthwriieutenant Henry Nazer, R.N. He
was an officer of the Excise, but the cutter at timae was in the service of the Customs, heratati
being from the South Foreland to Dungeness. Ab@@ A.M. the officer of the watch came below
and told him something, whereupon Nazar hurriedleck and observed a suspicious sail on the
starboard tack, the wind being E.S.E. Begerwas at that time about nine or ten miles off the
French coast, somewhere abreast of Etaples, and silscor seven leagues from the English shore.
The craft which was seen wasg 34610 use the lieutenant's own language, "a cuttel-yiaged,"
which | understand to signify a cutter with a smialtj-sail mizzen, as was often found on
smugglers. At any rate, he had every reason te\eelthat this was a smuggling craft, and he
immediately made sail after her. At that hour isviast daybreak, and the smuggler was about three
or four miles off—to the eastward—and to windwavdf was evidently running with sheets eased
off in a westerly direction.

But when the smuggler saw tBadgerwas giving chase he also altered his course. dtaviine,
clear, frosty morning, and th®adger quickly sent up his gaff topsail and began to baal the
other, so that by nine o'clock the two vessels vegilg a mile apart. Th8adgernow hoisted his
Revenue pendant at the masthead, consisting af feetd with a regal crown at the upper part next
the mast, and he also hoisted the Revenue ensighigtto say "a red Jack with a Union Jack in a
canton at the upper corner and a regal crown incmdre of the red Jack"”) at his peak. These
signals instantly denoted that the ship was a Revemuiser. Lieutenant Nazar also ordered an
unshotted gun to be fired as a further signal ttatsmuggler was to heave-to, but the stranger paid
no attention and hoisted no colours. Ten minutesy,las it was perceived that his signals were
disregarded, théBadger's commander ordered a shot to be fired at her, &isl[fg 347was
immediately returned by the smuggler with one afdtern guns. From this time a running fire was
kept up for nearly three hours, but shortly befmidday, whilst the cutter was still chasing her and
holding on the same course as the otherBmigercame on at such a pace that she ran aboard the
smuggler's starboard quarter whilst both ships wgleblazing away at each other.

The smuggler's crew then cried out for quarter mglsh. This was granted by thigadger's
commander, who had a boat lowered, but whilst endbt of so doing the treacherous smuggling
craft recommenced firing. It was a cowardly thirgg do, for Reymas, their own captain, had
particularly asked th&adger'scommander to forgive them and overlook what thag klone,
whilst other members of the crew cried out to thme effect. This had caused a cessation of fire
for about five minutes, and was only reopened leygimugglers' treachery. One of tBadger's
mariners named William Cullum, was in consequer# dead by a musket aimed at him by one
of the smugglers. Cullum was standing by the wissli@ the time, and died instantly.
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"The Cruiser's Guns had shot away the Mizzen-Mast."
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The Badger therefore, again began to fire into the othepshut in about another five minutes
the smuggler again called for quarter, and this agen granted. The cruiser sent her boat aboard
her, and brought off the smuggler's crew, amountmgwenty-three men, though two others
34glhad been killed in the affray. THgadger'schief mate, on boarding the smuggler, sent away th
latter's crew in their own boat, and seven of these were found to be wounded, of whom one
died the following morning. The name of the vesgat seen to be théree GebroedersShe was
of 119 tons burthen, and had the previous dayestartit from Flushing with a cargo of 42 gallons
of brandy, 186 gallons of Geneva—these all beinthen 3-1/2 gallon half-ankers. But there was
also a good deal of other cargo, consisting of Bags of tobacco which contained 51,000 Ibs.,
thirteen boxes of tea, and six bags of sugar.hdté goods were made up in illegal-sized packages
[Pg 349RNd she had nothing on board except what was dxamtda The chests of tea were found all
ready slung for landing with small ropes.

The Vree Gebroedersias provisioned for three months, and was arméid four carronades, 9-
pounders, and two swivel muskets, bayonets, aner aifms of different kinds. Her destination had
been for Ireland. When the chief mate of Bedgerboarded her he found that the cruiser's guns
had shot away the mizzen-mast, but the smuggleppexr remarked to the chief mate that the spare
topmast on deck would serve for a mizzen and tiestuare-sail boom would make an outrigger,
and that the trysail would be found below, but@o e said, this sail had never been bent. Later o
the chief mate found also the deck-log of Yfree Gebroedersvhich had been kept on two slates,
and it was a noticeable fact that these were kepnhglish. They read thus:—

N.W. by N.
Remarks, Monday 13th.
N.W. by W. At 6.30 Ostend



Light bore S.E. distant
12 miles.

At 4 a.m. Calais Light
bore E. by S.

So when théBadgerfirst sighted this craft the latter had made fast entry in the log, onlgpg
3sothree and a half hours before. It was significéuatt £nglish charts were also found among the
ship's papers, though her manifest, her certifidage bill of lading, and other certificates weie a
in Dutch. The books found included Hamilton Moofgavigation another similar work by Norie,
the British Channel PilotandNavigation of the North Seashere was also found a Dutch ensign
and a Dutch Jack on board, but there was even gliskriPrayer-book.

The prisoners remained on board Badger until next day, when they were transferred to
H.M.S. Severn The Vree Gebroedersvas taken into Dover, and was valued, togetheh \wér
cargo, at the handsome sum of £11,000, which woale@ been a fine amount of prize money; but
in spite of the clear evidence at the trial, the pwvere so prejudiced in favour of the smuggleet th
they found the prisoners not guilty, their contentbeing that the ship and cargo were wholly
foreign, and that more than half of the crew wereifyners.

It had been an unfortunate affair. Besides thehldeCullum and the two smugglers killed and
the seven smugglers wounded, Lieutenant Nazer, slataeper, William Poppedwell, Daniel
Hannibel, and James Giles were all wounded onBt#ger Nazer being wounded on the left
shoulder by a musket ball. The smuggler's crewrhade ludicrous efforts to pretend they weee
351)Dutch. Dutch names were assumed, but witnessde dtial were able to assign to them their
proper appellations, and it was significant that ¢hrew spoke English without a foreign accent. Her
commander insisted his name was Reymas, but Hisxa@@e was Joseph Wills, and he had been
foremost in the calling for quarter. Another of trew, who pretended his name was Jan Schmidt,
was found to be an Englishman named John Smith. vEssel herself had been built by a
Kentishman, living at Flushing, the previous year.

And here is another of those occasions when thaeedigplayed an excess of zeal, though under
the circumstances who would blame the Preventifieenffor what he did? In February of 1824, a
man named Field and his crew of three came out fRya—that hotbed of smugglers—and
intended to proceed to the well-known trawling grduabout fifteen miles to the S.W. of Rye,
abreast of Fairlight, but about five or six milag rom that shore. Unfortunately it fell very calm
so that it took them some time to reach the trayviround, and even when with the assistance of
the tide they did arrive there, the wind was sansdthat it was useless to shoot the trawl in the
water. Naturally, therefore, it was a long timedrefthey had obtained their cargo of flat fish, and
when a little breeze sprang up they had to get bmé¥ye, as their provisions had run short.

[Pg 35200n their way back, when they were only about faufivee miles from their harbour, they
fell in with a small open sailing-boat named fRese containing four or five men. Field's bigger
craft was hailed by thRoseand asked to be taken in tow, as they also hadhart of provisions,
and were anxious to get back to harbour at onedd'Eiboat took one of their crew on board, whilst
the rest remained in tifRoseand were towed astern. It was now about fourwa iin the morning,
and they had not proceeded more than another cofipteles before they were hailed again, but
this time by a boat under the command of a Prevemtificer named Lipscomb, who had been sent
by Lieutenant Gammon, R.N., from the revenue cruSameleon The cutter's boat bumped
alongside Field's craft, which was called iamond After making fast, Lipscomb and his boat's
crew jumped aboard, and announced that they sush#wDiamondwas fitted with concealments,
and he wished to examine her. But after rummagimg ship nothing suspicious was found.
Lipscomb then explained that he had been orderddduenant Gammon to take tBéamondand
to bring her alongside tHéameleorand then to order Field and his crew to go abtdsctruiser as
prisoners.



This, of course, did not lead to harmony on boahgscomb attempted to seize hold of the tiller,
S0 as to steer the vessel back to Hastmg®ssRoads, where the cruiser was lying. But Field tdrne
to him and said—

"l don't know about your having the helm. You ddaibw where the cutter is any more than |
do."

With that, Field pushed the man aside, grasped bblthe tiller, and shoved it hard up, and
bearing away, ran the vessel out seawards. Butlkaeping on this course for twenty minutes they
fell in with the Cameleonand the two vessels came near to each otherciTier's commander
shouted to Lipscomb, and ordered him to get inéodiuiser's galley, which had been towing astern
of the Diamondall this time, and to row to the cruiser. This vdase, and then Lipscomb received
his orders. He was to return to the trawler andesthie hands and bring them to @&meleonSo
the galley returned again and brought Ehamond'screw as ordered. It was now 7 A.M., and they
were kept as prisoners on the cutter till 9 A.Me tbllowing day. Lipscomb and his boat's crew of
four now took charge of thBiamond and began to trim sheets, and before long thecraft got
separated.

When Field proceeded on board tBameleonhe took with him his ship's papers at the
lieutenant's orders. He then ventured to ask homag that his smack had been detained, to which
Gammon replied that he had received informatiomfthe Collector of Customs at Rye. Figlel
3s4lhowever, was incredulous. "l rather doubt your wble said, whereupon the officer took out
of his pocket a letter, doubled the page down artevo lines, and showed the doubting skipper that
it was as the lieutenant had stated. Gammon them bedow and took Field's papers with him, and
there they remained till the following morning.

The Cameleorwent jogging along, and having arrived abreadtiadtings, Gammon sent one of
his crew ashore in the cutter's boat, and latdetwied him back. The object, no doubt, was to send
the Diamond'spapers ashore to be examined as to their verdbiygh nothing was said to Field
on the subject. It is clear that the reply from #a¢horities came back that the papers were found i
order, and that Field was not known as a smugfperafter the man who had been sent ashore
returned, th&€€ameleommade sail, and stood out to sea for a distaneggbteen miles. She had lost
sight of theDiamondand her prize crew, and it was not till about kfast time the following day
that the cruiser found the smack again. When ajthethe two craft did come together, Lipscomb
was called on board the cruiser and summoned beld@ammon. What exactly the conversation
was never came out, but from subsequent everdgdairly clear that Gammon asked what opinion
Lipscomb had been able to form of thamond and that the latter had to admit she was a genuin
trawler; for [pg 355500N after, the lieutenant sent the steward foldFa@d one of his men to go
below. The two men did as they were ordered.

"Good morning,"” said the cruiser's commander ay ttame into the cabin, "here are your
papers, Field."

Field hesitated for a moment; then answered—

"l don't know, sir, as to taking them. I'm not gkther satisfied about being detained so long.
And had | been aboard the smack, and you had tfitséet me have the tiller," he continued,
getting angrier every moment, "l would have shat gs sure as you had been a man."

"You may do as you please,"” came the commandeslseply, "about taking them, but if you do
not choose to take them, | shall take you awayaidsfouth and give you up to the Port Admiral,
and let him do with you as he thinks proper.”

Thinking therefore that it were better to be distrand hold his tongue, Field took the papers,
went up again on deck, collected his men, went badks smack, and the incident ended—for the
present. But the Revenue men had clearly maderantars time, and had actedtra vires About



a year later Field, as a master and part-ownelne@btamond brought an action against Gammon
for assault and detention, and was awarded a vemtc£5 damages.

It is curious to find what sympathy they 3s6esmugglers sometimes received in a section of
society where one would hardly have expected thexist. There are at least three instances of men
of position and wealth showing their feelings ugdisedly in favour of these lawless men. There
was a Lieut.-Colonel Chichester, who was callednufoy explanations as to his conduct in this
respect; there was the case also of the navaleoftommanding H.M. sloofylades being
convicted and dismissed the service for protecsimgigglers, and, most interesting of all, was the
incident which centred round Sir William Courtenay.

The facts of this case may be summarised as foll@nsSunday afternoon, the 17th of February
1833, the Revenue cutteively was cruising at the back of the Goodwins, wheruabuee o'clock
she descried a vessel about five or six miles difittv somehow aroused suspicions. The name of
the latter was eventually found to be thémiral Hood At this time the sloop was about midway
between England and France, her commander beingelnant James Sharnbler, R.N. Admiral
Hood was a small dandy-rigged fore-and-after, thabisay, she was a cutter with a small mizzen
on which she would set a lugsail. Thieely gave chase, and gradually began to gain on ther.oth
When theAdmiral Hoodwas within about a mile of thavely, the former hauled across the latter,
and[rg 357when she had got on theavely's weather-bow the Revenue craft immediately tacked,
whereupon theAdmiral Hood put about again and headed for the French codstr Aainly
attempting to cause her to heave-to by the usua¢iRee signals, theively was compelled to fire
on her, and one shot was so well placed that it wiean through the dandy's sail, and thinking that
this was quite near enough thdmiral Hoodhove-to.

But just prior to this, Lieutenant Sharnbler hadesed an officer and two men to take spyglasses
and watch her. At this time they were about fifteersixteen miles away from the North Foreland.
One of the men looking through his glass observed the Admiral Hood was heaving tubs
overboard, and it was then that the first muskeg firad for her to heave-to, but as the tubs were
still thrown overboard for the next three-quartefsan hour, the long gun and the muskets were
directed towards her. The two vessels had sailgaboallel lines for a good hour's chase before the
firing began, and the chase went on till about argu to five, the tide at this time ebbing to the
westward and a fine strong sailing breeze. There meadoubt at all now that she was a smuggler,
for one of thelLively's crew distinctly saw a man standing in #émiral Hood'shatchway taking
tubs and depositing them on deck, whilst some ¢seweas taking them from the deck and heaving
them overboard, thgeg 358fubs being painted a dark green so as to reserhbledlour of the
waves. As thé.ively came ramping on, she found numbers of these tutteeiwake of thé&dmiral
Hood and lowered a boat to pick them up, and abountyvevo were found a hundred yards from
the smuggler, and tHavely also threw out a mark-buoy to locate two othestwhich they passed.
And, inasmuch as there was no other vessel wiikimges distance, thddmiral Hoodbeyond a
shadow of doubt was carrying contraband.
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"The Admiral Hoodwas heaving tubs overboard."

After the vessel was at length hove-to, she w@ssoseized and ultimately taken into Rochester,
and information was duly laid against the persor® vihad been engaged in this smuggling
adventure. But it is here that Sir William Courtgrcmmes into the story. This gentleman, who had
his seat at Powderham Castle, Devon, came forwaddsaore positively that the tubs, which the
Lively was supposed to have picked up, had been sed¢imdladf the coast. He himself was staying
on a visit to Canterbury, and on that Sunday aftenrhappened to be sailing about off the Kentish
coast, and sighted thavely about two o'clock. He kept her in sight, he saitjl four o'clock. He
also saw thé&dmiral Hood and witnessed her being chased bylLiiwely, but he had seen the tubs
for most of the day, as they had come up with ithe from the westward. With his own eyes, and
not through a spy-glass, he witnessedAtmiral Hoodbeing captured by the cruiser, and followed
up this evidence by remarking that "the tubs | géeked up did not come out of therd Hood |
say so sterling and plump."

This was exactly the reverse of the testimony asrgby the crew of theively, so it was evident
that some one was lying. But to make a long stboyts it was afterwards found that Sir William
was not onlynot afloat that afternoon, did not see the tubs, didsee the two crafts, but was miles
away from the scene, and at the time of the chaseinvchurch. He was accordingbg 360prought
for trial, found guilty, and sentenced to be impnied for three calendar months, and after the



expiration of this, he was to be "transported tohsa place beyond the seas as his Majesty may
direct, for the term of seven years."

He was convicted on unmistakable testimony of hgpaammitted perjury; in fact, Mr. Justice
Parke, in giving judgment at the time, remarked thavas the clearest evidence in a perjury case
that had ever fallen to his lot to try. As to thetive, it was thought that it was done solely wath
desire to obtain a certain amount of popularity aghthe smugglers. Sir William saw that the case
would go against the latter unless some one coukl gvidence for their side. Therefore, abusing
his own position and standing, he came forwardgerfured himself. It is a curious case, but in the
history of crime there is more than one instanc@eaysonal pride and vanity being at the root of

wrong-doing.

FOOTNOTES:

[23] How slow she was may be guessed by the fact hieatomk seven hours to go from Dover to the Downs
even under the expert handling of MacTavish's crew.

[24] She was officially described as a dogger.



[Pg 361]
CHAPTER XIX

ACTION AND COUNTER-ACTION

It is conscience that makes cowards of us all,thredmay be said of smugglers no less than of
law-abiding citizens. A trial was going on in cowtien with a certain incident which had occurred
in Cawsand Bay, Plymouth Sound. It was alleged tratthe night of November 17, 1831, a man
named Phillips had been shot in the knee whilst boat, trying with the aid of some other men to
get up an anchor. The chief officer of the Prewengervice at Cawsand was accused by Phillips of
having thus injured him, and the case in the coofseme was brought into court. Among the
witnesses was one whom counsel believed to be hollywinconnected with smuggling. Whether
or not this was true we need not worry ourselves tie following questions and answers are well
worth recording.

Cawsand was a notorious smuggling locality, ancsé@sluded bay, with plenty of deep water
almost up to the beach, made it highly suitablesfoking tubs well below the surface of the water.
And then there must have been very few people asiwbp had never been concerned in fbgs
362jcontraband trade. In such villages as this you mighally rely on the local innkeeper knowing
as much as anyone in the neighbourhood on the ubfjesmuggling. Such a man, then, from
Cawsand, illiterate, but wideawake, went into thmess-box for counsel to cross-examine, and the
following dialogue carries its own conviction:—

Question."You are an innkeeper and sailor, if | understgod rightly?"
Answer."Yes!"

Q."Is that all?"

A."Mariner and innkeeper."

Q. "Is that all the trades you follow?"

A."Fishing sometimes."

Q. "What do you fish for?"

A. "Different sorts of fish."

Q. "Did you ever fish for half-ankers?"

A."Half-ankers?"

Q. "Casks of spirits—is that part of your fishing-#&e?"

A."No, | was never convicted of no such thing."

Q. "l am not asking you that. You know what | meaask whether it is part of your profession.”
A."No, it was not."

Q."You never do such things?"

A."What should I do it for?"

Q. "l cannot tell you. | ask you whether you do it mwhat you do it for."
[Pg 363A. "I may choose to resolve whether I tell you or.'hot



Q. "l will not press you if your conscience is tendéou will not tell me whether you do a little
stroke in the Fair trade upon the coast? You vatlanswer me that question?"

A."l am telling the truth."

Q. "Will you answer that question?"

A."No."

Q. "Are you or are you not frequently in practicesasmuggler?”
A."No!"

And that was all that could be got out of a man wwhabably could have told some of the best
smuggling yarns in Cornwall. The inhabitants sordighly loathed the Preventive men that, to
guote the words of the man who was chief officerehat the time we are speaking of, "the hatred
of the Cawsand smugglers is ... so great that sieaycely ever omit an opportunity of showing it
either by insult or otherwise."

There was a kind of renaissance of smuggling atfeuthird decade of the nineteenth century,
and this was brought on partly owing to the faet tihe vigilance along our coasts was not quite so
smart as it might have been. But there were plehtgen doing their duty to the service, as may be
seen from the account of Matthew Morrissey, a baatmn the Coastguard Service at
Littlehampton. About eleven o'clock on the evenirigrg 364April 5, 1833, he saw a vessel named
theNelson which had come into harbour that day. On boardiexg together with another boatman,
he found a crew of two men and a boy. The skipplel him they were from Bognor in ballast.
Morrissey went below, got a light, and searchedoakr the after-cabin, the hold, and even
overhauled the ballast, but found nothing. He thenhinto the Coastguard boat, took his boat-hook,
and after feeling along the vessel's bottom, dispe that it was not as it ought to have been.

"I'm not satisfied," remarked the Coastguard to $i@pper, Henry Roberts, "l shall haul you
ashore."

One of the crew replied that he was "very welcomed the Coastguard then sent his companion
ashore to fetch the chief boatman. The Coastguenddif then again went aboard thelson
whereupon the crew became a little restless and feenard. Presently they announced that they
would go ashore, so they went forward again, gtd bbthe warp, and were going to haul on shore
by it when the Coastguard observed, "Now, recollech an officer in his Majesty's Revenue duty,
and the vessel is safely moored and in my chamgjfajou obstruct me in my duty you will abide
by the consequences.” He took the warp out of teuds, and continued to walk up and down one
side of the deck while the crew walked the othdrisTwent on for about twentyg 36sminutes,
when Henry Roberts came up just as the Coastguasdtuvning round, and getting a firm grip,
pushed him savagely aft and over the vessel's equarto the water. Heavily laden though the
Coastguard was with a heavy monkey-jacket, petticaavas trousers over his others, and with his
arms as well, he had great difficulty in swimmibgt at last managed to get to the shore. The chief
boatman and the other man were now arriving, andai¢ found that théelson'screw had
vanished. The vessel was eventually examined, amualdfto have a false bottom containing thirty-
two tubs of liquor and twenty-eight flagons of figie brandy. Roberts was later on arrested, found
guilty, and transported for seven years.



"Getting a firm grip, pushed him ... into the walter

A few pages back we witnessed an incident off gsti On the 5th gfg 366] January 1832, a
much more serious encounter took place. LieuteBaker, R.N., was cruising at that time in the
Revenue cutteRangeroff the Sussex coast, when between nine and téneirevening he saw a
suspicious fire on the Castle Hill at Hastings. i®Bghg that it was a smuggler's signal, he
despatched his four-oared galley, with directiomgdw between Eccles Barn and the Martello
Tower, No. 39. At the same time tlanger continued to cruise off the land so as to be in
communication with the galley. About 1 A.M. a repeas heard from the Hastings direction, and a
significant blue light was seen burning. Baker d¢fi@re took his cutter nearer in-shore towards the
spot where this light had been seen. He immedid&lyn with his galley, which had shown the



blue light, and in her he found about two hundrasks of different sizes containing foreign spirits,
and also five men who had been detained by theygall

[Pg 367]The men of course were taken on board the crusset,as the morning advanced, the
Rangeragain stood into the shore so that the lieutemagibt land the spirits at the Custom House.
Then getting into his galley with part of his creWwe tubs were towed astern in the cutter's smaller
boat. But on reaching the beach, he found no fekaar four hundred persons assembled with the
apparent intention of preventing the removal of $ipgits to the Custom House, and especially
notorious among this gang were two men, named c&sply John Pankhurst and Henry Stevens.
The galley was greeted with a shower of stones sante of the Revenue men therein were struck,
and had to keep quite close to the water's edgeveB$ and Pankhurst came and deposited
themselves on the boat's gunwale, and resistecetheval of the tubs. Two carts now came down
to the beach, but the mob refused to allow therbetdoaded, and stones were flying in various
directions, one man being badly hurt. LieutenarkeBalso received a violent blow from a large
stone thrown by Pankhurst.

But gradually the carts were loaded in spite of @pposition, and just as the last vehicle had
been filled, Pankhurst loosened the bridle-backhefcart which was at the back of the vehicle to
secure the spirits, and had not the Revenue déf@ed men been very smart in surrounding the cart
and protecting the goods, there would hpegesespeen a rescue of the casks. Ultimately, the carts
proceeded towards the Custom House pursued byatliegr mob, and even after the goods had
been all got in there was a good deal of peltinthwsiones and considerable damage done. Yet
again, when these prisoners, Pankhurst and Stewens,brought up for trial, the jury failed to do
their duty and convict. But the Lord Chief Justafethat time remarked that he would not allow
Stevens and Pankhurst to be discharged until tadyelntered into their recognisances to keep the
peace in £20 each.

But next to the abominable cruelties perpetratedhaey Hawkhurst gang related in an earlier
chapter, | have found no incident so utterly bratatl savage as the following. | have to ask the
reader to turn his imagination away from Sussexd aantre it on a very beautiful spot in
Dorsetshire, where the cliffs and sea are sepakatezhly a narrow beach. On the evening of the
28th of June 1832, Thomas Barrett, one of the beatrbelonging to the West Lulworth
Coastguard, was on duty and proceeding along theftthe cliff towards Durdle, when he saw a
boat moving about from the eastward. It was nowlpel0 P.M. He ran along the cliff, and then
down to the beach, where he saw that this boajustdanded and was now shoving off again. But
four men were standing by the water, at the vent shence the boat had immediately befiere
3e9)pushed off. One of these men was James Davis, \aooh a long frock and a covered hat
painted black.

Barrett asked this little knot of men what theisimess was, and why they were there at that time
of night, to which Dauvis replied that they had "eofrom Weymouth, pleasuring!" Barrett observed
that to come from Weymouth (which was several mitethe westward) by the east was a "rum"
way. Davis then denied that they had come frometistward at all, but this was soon stopped by
Barrett remarking that if they had any nonsensg theuld get the worst of it. After this the four
men went up the cliff, having loudly abused himdrsefproceeding. On examining the spot where
the boat had touched, the Coastguard found tweangyinbs full of brandy lying on the beach close
to the water's edge, tied together in pairs, asthvasustom for landing. He therefore deemed it
advisable to burn a blue light, and fired sevehnals into the air for assistance.

Three boatmen belonging to the station saw anddhead they came out to his aid. But by this
time the country-side was also on the alert, ardstgnals had brought an angry crowd of fifty men,
who sympathised with the smugglers. These appeardkde top of the cliff, so the four coastguards
ran from the tubs (on the beach) to the cliff teyant this mob from comingpg 37odown and
rescuing the tubs. But as the four men advancdtedop of the cliff, they hailed the mob and



asked who they were, announcing that they had déire tubs. The crowd made answer that the
coastguards should not have the tubs, and proceedied at the quartette and to hurl down stones.
A distance of only about twenty yards separatedweforces, and the chief boatman ordered his
three men to fire up at them, and for three-quaméan hour this affray continued.

It was just then that the coastguards heard coesing from the top of the cliff—cries as of
some one in great pain. But soon after the molihefcliff and went away; so the coastguards went
down to the beach again to secure and make satalibewhere they found that Lieutenant Stocker
was arriving at the beach in a boat from a neighibgwstation. He ordered Barrett to put the tubs in
the boat and then to lay a little distance from shere. But after Barrett had done this and was
about thirty yards away, the lieutenant ordered titnaome ashore again, because the men on the
beach were bringing down Lieutenant Knight, who @asaning and in great pain.

What had happened to the latter must now be tofter Ahe signals mentioned had been
observed, a man named Duke and Lieutenant Knight,, Rad also proceeded along the fep
371jof the cliff. It was a beautiful starlight night,itiv scarcely any wind, perfectly still and no moon
visible. There was just the sea and the night &edctiffs. But before they had gone far they
encountered that mob we have just spoken of atajpeof the cliff. Whilst the four coastguards
were exchanging fire from below, Lieutenant Knigimd Duke came upon the crowd from their
rear. Two men against fifty armed with great stiék$eet long could not do much. As the maob
turned towards them, Lieutenant Knight promisedrthbat if they should make use of those
murderous-looking sticks they should have the agstef his pistol.

But the mob, without waiting, dealt the first blqgue® Duke and his officer defended themselves
with their cutlasses. At first there were only aelo men against them, and these the two managed
to beat off. But other men then came up and formetdrcle round Knight and Duke, so the two
stood back to back and faced the savage mob. Tiee taade fierce blows at the men, which were
warded off by the cutlasses in the men's left hatvas pistols being in the right hand of each. The
naval men fired these, but it was of little godthugh they fought like true British sailors. Thd@se
foot sticks could reach well out, and both Knightlduke were felled to the ground.

Then, like human panthers let loose on they 372prey, this brutal, lawless mob with
uncontrolled cruelty let loose the strings of thpent-up passion. They kept these men on the
ground and dealt with them shamefully. Duke wasigpeiragged along by his belt, and the crowd
beat him sorely as he heard his lieutenant excl&h, you brutes!" The next thing which Duke
heard the fierce mob to say was, "Let's kill the —ar€d have him over the cliff.” Now the cliff at
that spot is 100 feet high. Four men then weregeg to carry out this command—two were at
his legs and two at his hands—when Duke indignatéiglared, "If Jem was here, he wouldn't let
you do it."

It reads almost like fiction to have this dramdtadt in the murder scene. For just as Duke was
about to be hurled headlong over the side, a mare darward and pressed the blackguards back on
hearing these words. For a time it was all thatrtée-comer could do to restrain the brutes from
hitting the poor fellow, while the men who stilldhé&old of his limbs swore that they would have
Duke over the cliff. But after being dealt a sevBlawv on the forehead, they put him down on to
the ground and left him bleeding. One of the gaeging this, observed complacently, "He bleeds
well, but breathes short. It will soon be over wiim." And with that they left him.

[Pg 373]



"Let's ... have him over the cliff."

The man who had come forward so miraculoysys74pnd so dramatically to save Duke's life
was James Cowland, and the reason he had so aatedut of gratitude to Duke, who had taken
his part in a certain incident twelve months agodAhis is the sole redeeming feature in a glut of
brutality. It must have required no small amouniphfck and energy for Cowland to have done
even so much amid the wild fanaticism which wasmggand smuggler and ruffian though he was,
it is only fair to emphasize and praise his acfionrisking his own life to save that of a man by
whom he had already benefited.

But Cowland did nothing more for his friend thamtthand after the crowd had indulged
themselves on the two men they went off to themés. Duke then, suffering and bleeding, weak



and stunned, crawled to the place where he hadfiyeeattacked—a little higher up the cliff—and
there he saw Knight's petticoat trousers, but thke® no sign of his officer himself.

After that he gradually made his way down to thadbe and at the foot of the cliff he came upon
Knight lying on his back immediately below where ttruggle with the smugglers had taken place.
Duke sat down by his side, and the officer, opemisgeyes, recognised his man and asked, "Is that
you?" But that was all he said. Duke then wenetbthe coastguards and Lieutenant Stocker on the
beach, who fetched the dying man, put him into ¢gosb's boat, and promptly rowed him[tg
375hhis home at Lulworth, where he died the next days Idifficult to write calmly of such an
occurrence as this: it is impossible that in suatumstances one can extend the slightest sympathy
with a race of men who probably had a hard strugmleexistence, especially when the fishing or
the harvests were bad. The most one can do istiibud® such unreasoning and unwarranted
cruelty to the ignorance and the coarseness wradhbleen bred in undisciplined lives. Out of that
seething, vicious mob there was only one man whibahscrap of humanity, and even he could not
prevent his fellows from one of the worst crimesha long roll of smugglers' delinquencies.

The days of smugglers were, of course, coincidetiit the period of the stage-coach. In the year
1833 there was a man named Thomas Allen, who wasemand part-owner of a coasting vessel
named theGood Intent which used to trade between Dover and Londorkeloruary of that year
Thomas Becker, who happened to be the guard ofitite coaches running between Dover and
London, came with a man named Tomsett to Allen,sargtested that the latter should join them in
a smuggling transaction, telling him that they knkow to put a good deal of money into his
pocket. At first Allen hesitated and declined, the proposal was again renewed a few days later,
when Allen againprg 376gdeclined, as it was too risky a business. But mgtle, as "trade was very
bad,” both he and a man named Sutton, one of bis, aigreed to come into the scheme. What
happened was as follows:—

The Good Intentleft Dover on February 23, went as far as the Doatoout two miles from the
coast, and under cover of darkness took on board & French vessel, which was there waiting by
appointment, about forty bales of silk. In ordeb®ready to deal with these, G®od Intenthad
been provided with sufficient empty crates and Isoxehe silks were put into these, they were
addressed to some persons in Birmingham, and, ledteg landed at one of the London quays as if
they had come from Dover, they were sent acrosiset®addington Canal, and duly arrived at their
destination. Allen's share of that transaction amed to about £80. He had done so well that he
repeated the same practice in April and May; bulune some tea which he brought in was seized,
and although he was not prosecuted yet it gaveahinight. But after being entreated by the two
tempters, he repeated his first incident, tookyfonbre bales on board, and arrived at the Port of
London. But the Custom House officials had got wafidhis, and when th€ood Intentarrived she
was searched. In this case the goods had not h#entp crates, but were concealed in the ballast,
[Pg 377the idea being not to land them in London but todthem back under the ballast to Dover.



The first remark the Customs officer made was, f&he a great deal more ballast here than is
necessary for such a ship,” and promptly began mgothe same. Of course the goods were
discovered, and of course Allen pretended he kpgwarsnothing about the forty bales being there
concealed. They were seized and condemned.

Becker got to hear of this disaster and that aamarwas out for his own arrest, so he quickly
hopped across to Calais. An officer was sent botBdal and to Dover to find Tomsett, but found
him not, so he crossed over to Calais, and amaongjrdt people whom he saw on Calais pier were
Tomsett and Becker walking about together. Theceffhad no wish to be seen by Becker, but the
latter saw him, and came up and asked him how lseand what he was doing there. The officer
made the best excuse he could, and stated thaadhadt on board the steam-packet and been
brought off by mistake.



"Oh, I am here in consequence of that rascal AHaming peached against us," volunteered
Becker, and then went on to say that he was as@mas the child unborn. However, the judge, at
a later date, thought otherwise, and imposed altyeof £4750, though the full penalty really
amounted to the enormous sum of £71,000.



[Pg 379]
CHAPTER XX

FORCE AND CUNNING

A smuggling vessel was usually provided with whaisvealled a tub-rail—that is to say, a rail
which ran round the vessel just below the gunwal¢he inside. When a vessel was about to arrive
at her destination to sink her tubs, the proceediag as follows. The tubs were all made fast to a
long warp, and this warp with its tubs was placatkiole the vessel's bulwarks, running all round
the ship from the stern to the bows and back at&iother side. This warp was kept fastened to the
tub-rail by five or seven lines called stop-ropésnsequently all the smugglers had to do was to cut
these stop-ropes, and the tubs and warp would idtopghe water, the stone weights immediately
sinking the casks.

Bearing this in mind, let us see the Revenue ciisetar, on the night between the 3rd and 4th
of April 1839, cruising off Kimeridge, between &iban's Head and Weymouth, and a little to the
east of where Lieutenant Knight was murdered, asawe in the last chapter. About 1.40 A.M.
Lieutenant George Davies, R.N., timg 38oTartar's commander, was below sleeping with his
clothes and boots on, when he heard the officémefvatch call for him. Instantly he went on deck
and saw a smuggling vessel. She was then abotyt ylairds away and within a mile of the shore.
Her name was afterwards found to be the Frenctp$dene

It was rather a warm, thick night, such as one $mnes gets in April when the weather has
begun to get finer. By the time that the cruiseosexmander had come up on deck, both the cutter
and theDiane were hove-to, and the vessels were close along¥uten first sighted by the
boatswain the smuggler was standing out from thd.l&@heTartar's boat was now launched into
the water, and the bo'sun and two men pulled odffenand boarded tHgiane, and then came back
to fetch Lieutenant Davies. The instant the lat@arded théiane he saw one of the latter's crew
throwing something overboard. He stooped down tk momething up, when Davies rushed
forward and caught him round the body as sometfahgnto the water, and a tub-hoop, new, wet,
and green, was taken from him. Davies called tobloisun to bring a lantern, so that he might
identify the seized man and then proceed to seahecliessel.

A tub-rail and stop-rope were found on board, adgoing below, the hold was found to be
strewn with chips of tub-hoops and pieces of stagrgsssifor sinking. The upper deck was
similarly strewn, while by the hatchway were fousthker-slings. These sinkers in actual
employment were accustomed to be suspended arbtitound the warp at about every sixth tub.
The Diane'smaster was asked where his boat was since nonéowad aboard, but there was no
satisfactory answer. Tub-boards for fixing on deokas to prevent the tubs from rolling overboard
were also found, so altogether there was sufficieason for seizing the vessel, which was now
done. She was taken into Weymouth and her crewgbtduefore a magistrate. And in that port the
tub-boat was also found, for the smugglers had tesg sent most of their cargo ashore in her
whilst theDiane was cruising about between there and St. AlbaeadHIt was significant that only
three men were found on board, whereas smugglisgel® of this size (about twenty to thirty tons)
usually carried eight or nine, the explanation bdimat the others had been sent out with the tub-
boat. But the rest of the cargo had evidently bleemiedly thrown overboard when thartar
appeared, and because these casks were throwsmygeickly, fifty-nine of them had come to the
surface and were subsequently recovered. But lsethdse, 154 casks were also found on one sling
at the bottom of the sea close to where Eh@ne had been arrested, for at the time when this
occurrence had taken place thesszjTartar's men had been careful at once to take cross bearing
and so fix their position.



One of the most interesting of these smuggling sveras that which occurred in the Medway.
About eight o'clock on the evening of March 27, 488 smack called thdary came running into
the river from outside. At this time it was blowimgry hard from the N.E., and the tide was ebbing,
so that of course wind would be against tide aéréain amount of sea on. But it was noticed by
the coastguard at Garrison Point, which commane®tirance to this river, that tMary had got
far too much sail up—whole mainsail as well as gaffsail. Considering it was a fair wind and

there was a good deal of it, there was far moreasthan was necessary, even allowing for the
tide.

It was a rule that all vessels entering the Medslaguld bring-to off Garrison Point, and allow

themselves to be boarded and searched, if reghyeertain signals. In order to compel tary

so to do, the coastguard at this point fired a sinot rowed off to meet her. But the smack held on.
She was steering straight for the Isle of Graim simowed no intention of starboarding her helm so
as to get on a proper course up the Medway. Anathetrwas fired, and yet she held on. Now there
were some of her Majesty's ships lying near tharGrahich is on the starboard hand as you pass
up the river,Pg 383yiz. the Daedalusand theAlfred. These vessels were of course swung with the
tide, and between tHesedalusand the Isle of Grain the smack manceuvred.

Lot
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"Another shot was fired."

A third shot now came whizzing by from the boatttwas rowing hard against the tide, and the
smack came round between thkred and Daedalus The coastguard then boarded Mary, and
the master said he was from Brightlingsea. He poed that he thought the firing was not from the
coastguard, but from a ship at the Little Nore, ahhis the channel that runs up to Garrison Point
from the Nore Lightship. This was curious, for thkary had been in the habit of going up the
Medway, and hitherto had always hove-to off Garrigtoint for the[pg 3s4aroastguard to come
aboard. Her skipper excused his action by statiag te was frightened of heaving-to as he might
have carried away his mast and gone ashore, idtidnauled up and gybed.

But it was pointed out that it was a foolish andafie course for thBlary to steer between the
Deaedalusand the Grain Island, especially as it was a aégkt without any moon, and blowing



very hard. But on going aboard, the coastguardneasurprised to detect a strong smell of gin, as
if spirits had quite recently been removed from siheack. And after making a search there was
nothing found on board except that she was in atgswate of confusion. None the less it was
deemed advisable to place a couple of officersaardher to accompany her up to Rochester. This
was on the Friday night, and she arrived at Roehdisé same day.

On the Sunday it occurred to the officers to se&octthe spirits which they were sure thiary
had on board, so they proceeded to that spot bipgheéaluswhere theMary had luffed round and
met the coastguard boat. After sweeping for halfranr they found 115 tubs slung together to a
rope in the usual manner. At each end of the rope am anchor, and between these anchors was a
number of tubs, and in between each pair of tub® wines. So thdary had gone into that little
bight in orderprg 38sthat she might throw her tubs overboard, which wdag sunk by the stones,
and the two anchors would prevent them from beinfjed away by the tide. The warp, it was
thought, had been in the first instance fastenethétub-rail in the manner we have already
described, and at the third gun the stop-ropes wareand the whole cargo went with a splash into
the water, and the vessel sailed over the tubisegssiank to the muddy bottom.

Methods employed by Smugglers for Anchoring tulbewim Overboard.

The usual way to get these tubs up was of coursadans of grapnels, or, as they were called,
"creepers." But the spot chosen by kary was quite close to the moorings of tadalus so that
method would only have fouled the warship's cablégrefore the following ingenious device was
used. A large heavy rope was taken, and at eaclvasdttached a boat. The rope swept along the
river-bed as the boatsg 3s6yowed in the same direction stretching out the rdgefore long the
bight of this rope found the obstructing tubs, srwarp, and anchor, and that having occurred, the
two boats rowed close together, and a heavy inog was dropped over the two ends of the rope,
and thus sank and gripped the rope at the pointenitanet with the obstruction. All that now
remained, therefore, was to pull this double ralpéhe obstruction came up from the bottom of the
water. And in this manner the articles which kihary had cast overboard were recovered.

She was obviously a smuggler, as besides this whsgoshe was found to be fitted with
concealments, and fourteen tholes were found ordbdoauffled" with canvas and spun yarn, so as
to be able to row silently. Her skipper, Williamahs, was duly prosecuted and found guilty; and it
was during the course of this trial that the indérey dialogue occurred between counsel and the
coastguard as to whether the first warning gurdfisas always shotted or not. As we have already
discussed this point, we need not let it detainays.



The year 1849 was interesting, as it withesseds#idng of one of the earliest steamcraft on a
charge of smuggling. Very late in the day of Mayth® steam-tudgRoyal Chartey employed in
towing vessels in and out of Portsmouth harboud, been taken to Spithead withgeg 387the
permission of her owner, and information was gitethe coastguard. About midnight she was first
discovered steaming towards the port with a snel lattached to her stern, being then about half a
mile from the harbour. Chase was then made andéhsel hailed and ordered to heave-to. She
replied that she would round-to directly, but irctfeshe held on and steamed at full speed,
notwithstanding that several shots were fired at As she entered Portsmouth harbour she was
pursued by the Customs boat, who asked them toadhateam and be examined. Of course full
speed in those days meant nothing very wondenfial jitawas not long before she was boarded. She
had a crew of three, and there were ten men ibdhaetowing astern, most of whom were found to
have been previously convicted of smuggling. Insgestrange to find a steamboat pursuing the old
tactics of the sailing smacks, but in her wakeahgere found 150 half-ankers within about 300
yards of her and where she had passed. The vesbdloat were seized, and the men taken before
the magistrates and convicted.

But the following is an instance of steam being kygd against smugglers. One Sunday
towards the end of October 1849, about nine o'clacthe morning, the local receiver of duties
informed the tide surveyor at St. Heliers, Jerslegt there was a cutter which (from informatjeg
3sgreceived) he was convinced was loaded with bramtis cutter was in one of the bays to the
N.W. of the island. But as the wind was then blagyirom the W.N.W. and a very heavy surf was
rolling in, the consent of the harbour-master watsimed to use the steam-tBglkato go round in
search of her, the understanding being that shetavias paid for if a seizure were made. The wind
and sea were so boisterous that the Revenue baldtroat have been used.

Steamer and officers therefore proceeded rouncadhst till they reached Plemont Bay, about
twenty miles from St. Helier, and there they foumdmall cutter lying at anchor close under the
cliff, but with no one on board. The steamer lowleaeboat and found the cutter to be khen of
Jersey, five tons, with four hogsheads and seveaneucasks of brandy. The officers then weighed
anchor, and by sailing and towing got her roun&toHelier harbour, where she was dismantled,
and the brandy and her materials lodged at theoBus$iouse. This little craft had come from
Dielette in France, and as Plemont Bay was a vecluded locality, she would have run her goods
there with perfect success, had she not been disedwhile her crew were on shore, whither they
had probably gone for the purpose of making arran@yes for getting the cargo landed.

But by the middle of the nineteenth centuryimpssothoroughly had the authorities gripped the
smuggling evil that these men were actually somegirafraid to take advantage of what fortune
literally handed out to them. The schooMalter of Falmouth was bound on a voyage from
Liverpool to Chichester with a cargo of guano onyM&®, 1850. Her crew consisted of Stephen
Sawle, master, Benjamin Bowden, mate, Samuel Baniseéaman, and George Andrews, boy. On
this day she was off Lundy Island, when Andrewsiezba couple of casks floating ahead of the
schooner and called to the master and mate, whe bedow at tea. They immediately came up on
deck, and the master looked at the kegs throughglaiss, saying that he thought they were
provisions.

The three men then got out the ship's boat, rovited thhe casks and slung them into the boat,
and brought them on board. In doing so the mat@dragrd to spill one of them, which contained
brandy. This gave the skipper something of a frightd he directed the mate and seaman to throw
the casks overboard. They both told him they thobhghwas a great fool if he did so. He gave the
same orders a second time and then went belovgftaxthe had remained there for some time, he
said to his crew, "If you will all swear that youlnot tell anybody, | will risk it." They all
solemnly promised, the master swearing the mate,staman, and the boy on the shjps
390Bible that they would not tell the owner or anyiriig creature.



Presently the mate and Banister removed the hatm@$anded up about two tiers of guano,
sent the casks of brandy below and placed bagheintop. After the master had been below a
couple of hours, he asked whether the casks wdrefaight. The mate and Banister replied that
they were, whereupon the master took a candle, ieeahthe hold, and afterwards the sleeping-
berths, but he could not see anything of the brakigythen went to the boy and said, "Mind you
don't let Mr. Coplin [the owner] know anything albdhis business, for the world."

The vessel arrived at Falmouth on Sunday morning,2nd of June, and brought up off the
Market Strand. At six in the morning the boy weshare and returned about midnight. The mate
was on board and addressed him thus, "You knew wetlywhat was going on and ought to have
been on board before this.” For at that time bbthrhaster and Banister were ashore. On Monday
the boy went down to the hold and saw the brandy geame, and the same night about half-an-hour
before midnight the mate and Banister brought fgaitons of the brandy to where the boy was
lodging, as his share. The youngster complaineditiagas very little, to which Banister replied tha
one of the casks had leaked amongst the cargoamiogor he would have had more.

[Pg 3910stensibly the schooner had put into Falmouth émairs. Later on the Custom House
officers got to hear of it, but it was then the rioof July, and the schooner had since sailed and
proceeded to Liverpool.

On the 1st of October of this same year a highdgimous device was discovered through a hitch,
which unfortunately ruined the smugglers' chandes.its broad conception it was but a
modification of an idea which we have already expd. In its application, however, it was unique
and original. At half-past six on this morning ageand-aft-rigged vessel was observed to be sailing
into Chichester harbour. When first discovered, \8he about a mile from Hayling Island. She was
boarded, as smuggled goods were supposed to hamddlen by her from a raft at sea. Manned by
a master and a crew of two, all English, she wall kvewn in that neighbourhood. She was
registered at Portsmouth as Rieal.

Her cargo was found to consist of a few oysters #iideen tubs of spirits, but these were
attached to the stern in a most ingenious mannehds stern-post was an iron pipe, and through
this pipe ran a chain, one end of which was secatetthe top, close to the tiller, the other end
running right down into the water below the shigtaghed to the chain in the water were thirteen
tubs wrapped in canvas. The theory was this. Av#issel sailed along, the chain would be hauled
as tight as itpg 392would go, so that the casks were kept under theelVesstern and below water.
Now, having arrived in Chichester harbour, the ssiran had suddenly let go the chain, but the
latter had unhappily jammed in the pipe, and ths tuere thus dragged with a large scope of chain.
The coastguard in coming alongside used his boait-limderneath, and thus caught hold of the
chain and tubs. The vessel was now soon laid ashoce when her bottom was examined, the
whole device was discovered. It had only quite mdgebeen added, but the crew were notorious
smugglers, so they got themselves into troublgite ©f their ingenuity.
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TheRival'singenious Device (see text).

[Pg 393ANd now let us bring this list of smuggling advemrti to an end with the activities of a
very ubiquitous French sloop named tBeorges which came into prominent notice in the year
1850. Her port of departure was Cherbourg, andastsewont to run her goods across to the south
coast of England with the greatest impudence. éaipg together this narrative of her adventures, it
has been no easy task to follow her movementssHerappeared and disappeared, then was seen
somewhere else perhaps a hundred miles away iryahkert time.

It appears that on April 19 th&eorges whose master's name was Gosselin, cleared from
Cherbourg, and two days later was sighted by timentander of the Revenue cuttéameleoroff
Bembridge Ledge, about one o'clock in the afternabout eight or nine miles E.S.E. After she had
come up she was boarded by fBiameleon and was found to have one passenger, whom the
Cameleon'ssommander described as an Englishman "of a megtigaus appearance.” But after
being searched she was found perfectly "clean"fesel from any appearance of tubs or smell of
spirits. The Revenue cutter's commander therefomadd the opinion that theeorgeswas fitted
with some concealments somewhere. In order to desdbese, it would be essential for the craft to
be hauled ashore. He therefore did not detainthdr,as she was bound for Portsmouth, put an
officer and gprg 394rouple of men aboard her till she should arrivihat port. One thing which had
aroused suspicions was the finding on board of gi@eally large fend-offs. These were just the
kind which were used by smuggling ships accustotodzk met at sea by smaller craft, into which
the casks were transferred and then rowed ashowk what was more suspicious still was the fact
that these fend-offs were found wet; so they hadtnpoobably been used recently in a seaway
when some tub-boats had been alongsidé&tmges



Somehow or other, when she arrived at Portsmolitigugh the matter was duly reported, it was
not thought necessary to haul her ashore, but siee carefully examined afloat. The English
passenger found aboard gave the name of Mitchellhb was suspected of being Robinson, a
notorious Bognor smuggler. And it was now furthelidwved that th&seorgeshad sunk her "crop”
of tubs somewhere near the Owers (just south ceSdaill), as on the morning of the day when the
Cameleorsighted her a vessel answering her descriptionse@s in that vicinity.

On that occasion, then, tli&orgescould not be detained, and we next hear of helMag 3,
when again she set forth from Cherbourg. She hatbnbt taken on board a fine cargo, for she had
a burthen of thirty-one tons, and this she manage®me mysterious manner to land in England.
There can be no doubt that she ghglaessucceed in hoodwinking the Revenue service foma,ti
but it is probable that she employed largely thehme of sinking the tubs, which were afterwards
recovered in the manner already familiar to theleeaAt any rate, Lieutenant Owen, R.N., writing
on May 9 from the Ryde coastguard station to Captaingtry, R.N., his inspecting commander,
reported that this&seorgeshad arrived off Ryde pier that morning at sevariook. She had five
Frenchmen on board besides Gosselin. It was fduaicher tub-boat was a new one, and when she
arrived this was on deck, but it had since beerstbdiout, and Gosselin, having been brought
ashore, crossed by the Ryde steamer to PortsmbatA.a1.

What business he transacted in Portsmouth cannstabed definitely, but it is no foolish guess
to suggest that he went to inform his friends aawgpot in the neighbourhood of the Isle of Wight
he had deposited the casks of spirits a few hawaqusly. However, Gosselin did not waste much
time ashore, for he had returned, got up anchorsailg, and was off Bembridge Ledge by five in
the afternoon, at which time ti&&eorgeswas sighted by Captain Hughes, commanding theiReve
cutter Petrel The Georgeswas boarded and searched, and there was a stnogly &f brandy
noticed, and it was clear that her tub-boat haah lbeeently used. Somewhere—somehow—she had
recently got ridipg 396pf her "crop,” but where and when could not be daoeed. TheGeorges'
master protested that he was very anxious to gk teaCherbourg as quickly as possible; and as
there was nothing definite found on board thisifprecraft, Captain Hughes decided to release her.

That was on May 9, then. But exactly a week ldtex sameseorgescame running into Torbay.
On arrival here she was found to have no tub-tattough in her inventory she was said to have a
boat 21 feet long and 9 feet broad. Some of hew gvere also absent, which looked still further
suspicious. Still more, she was found to have hatsecured along her bulwarks for the purpose of
lashing tubs thereto. This made it quite certamt 8he was employed in the smuggling industry,
and yet again there was no definite reason foisang this foreign ship. We pass over the rest of
May and June till we come to the last day of J@n that date the lieutenant in charge of the
coastguard at Lyme (West Bay) reported that herbe€ived information from Lieutenant Davies
of the Beer station that a landing of contrabanddgowas likely to be attempted on the
Branscombe station, which is just to the west oérBidead. It was probable that this would take
place on either the 1st or 2nd of August, and ghtniOrders were therefore given that a vigilant
look-out should be kept in this neighbourhood. Najhoccurred on theeg 397first of these dates,
but about twenty minutes past eleven on the nifiugust 2 reports and flashes of pistols were
heard and seen on the Sidmouth station as farexsHisad.

These were observed by Lieutenant Smith and hig, o were in hiding; but, unfortunately,
just as one of the coastguards was moving fronhidimg-place he was discovered by a friend of
the smugglers, who instantly blazed off a fire ba highest point of the cliff. However, Lieutenant
Smith did not waste much time, and quickly had attb@aunched. They pulled along the shore for a
distance of a mile and a half from the beach, antitued so to do until 2.30 A.M., but no vessel
or boat could be seen anywhere. But as he beli@Vadding was taking place not far away, he sent
information east and west along the coast. As aemat fact a landing did occur not far away, but
it was not discovered. An excise officer, howewengn driving along the Lyme road, actually fell
in with two carts of tubs escorted by fifteen m&his was somewhere about midnight. He then



turned off the road and proceeded to Sidmouth stsaf@he could, in order to get assistance, as he
was unarmed. From there the chief officer accomgmhhim, having previously left instructions for
the coastguard crew to scour the country the faligwmorning. But the excise and chief officer
after minutely searching theg 39srross-roads found nothing, and lost track of théscand fifteen
men.

e — e ———e
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"Taken completely by surprise.”

That time there had been no capture, and the smnsgighd got clean away. But the following
night Lieutenant Smith went afloat with his men s@dter dark, and about half-past ten observed a
signal blazed off just as on the previous evenikgowing that this was a warning that the
smuggling vessel should not approach the shorethSulled straight out to sea, hoping, with luck,
to fall in with the smuggling craft. Happily, betotong he discovered her in the darkness. She
appeared to be cutter-rigged, and he promptly gaase. At a distance of only two miles from the
shore he gapg 399up to her, for the night was so dark that the cuig not see the boat until it got
right alongside, whereupon the smugglers sudddigpesi a number of heavy articles from her
gunwale. Taken completely by surprise, and veryiused by the sudden arrival of the coastguard's
boat, Lieutenant Smith was able to get on board #iep and arrest her. It was now about 11.15
P.M.

But, having noticed these heavy splashes in therwtite lieutenant was smart enough instantly
to mark the place with a buoy, and then was abletmte his attention entirely to his capture. He
soon found that this was ti&eorgesof Cherbourg. She was manned by three Frenchmerthare
were still hanging from the gunwale on either gelagt number of heavy stones slung together, such
as were employed for sinking the tubs. There candodoubt that th&eorgesintention had been
to come near enough to the shore to send her tuthetbeach in her tub-boat, as she had almost
certainly done the night before. But hearing thastguard galley approaching, and being nervous
of what they could not see, the tubs were beingintsthe sea to prevent seizure.



Although no tubs were founah board yet it was significant that the tub-boat was metboard,
having evidently been already sent ashore with rab®n of casks. There was a small 12-fegt
s00idinghy suspended in the rigging, but she was olsiyooot the boat which th&eorgeswas
accustomed to use for running goods. LieutenantiSfar a time stood off and on the shore, and
then ran along the coast until it was day, hopmtatl in with the tub-boat. Just as he had capture
the Georgesanother coastguard boat, this time from the B&#ios, came alongside, and so the
officer sent this little craft away with four hantissearch diligently up and down the coast, and to
inform the coastguards that the tub-boat had escapéen it was light, Smith took tHeeorges
into Lyme Cobb, and her crew and master were adesShe had evidently changed her skipper
since the time when she was seen off the Hampshoee, for the name of her present master was
Clement Armel. They were landed, taken before tlagistrates, and remanded. But subsequently
they were tried, and sentenced to six months' lsdraur each in Dorchester gaol, but after serving
two months of this were released by order of treaSury.

On the 5th of August the boats from Lieutenant 8imistation at Branscombe went out to the
spot where th&eorgeshad been captured and the mark-buoy with a gragnigle end of it had
been thrown. There they crept for a time and fonathing. But it had been heavy weather, and
probably the tubs had gone adrift without sinkersthem. At anypg 4o1irate no landing was
reported along the shore, so it was doubtful if tiieboat had managed to get to land. As to the
Georgesherself, she was found to be almost a new veSbel.was described as a handsome cratft,
"and very much the appearance of a yacht, andesaariwhite burgee at her masthead with a red
cross in it, similar to vessels belonging to theMaClub."

The reference to the "Yacht Club" signifies the &oYacht Squadron, which was originally
called the Royal Yacht Club. In those days the nremd$ yachts was very few compared with the
fleets afloat to-day. Some of the Royal Yacht Gutitters were faster than any smuggler or
Revenue craft, and it was quite a good idea fomaggler built with yacht-like lines to fly the
club's flag if he was anxious to deceive the crgisend coastguards by day. Some years before this
incident there was found on board a smuggling luggened thévaria, which was captured by the
Revenue cruisePrince of Walesabout the year 1830, a broad red pendant markédamvcrown
over the letters "R.Y.C.," and an anchor similathtose used by the Royal Yacht Club. One of the
Maria's crew admitted that they had it on board becausgttiought it might have been serviceable
to their plans. The point is not without interestd, as far as | know, has never before been raised

[Pg 402But to conclude our narrative of tli&orges As it was pointed out that she was such a
fine vessel, and that Lyme Cobb (as many a segfangn to-day knows full well) was very unsafe
in a gale of wind, it was suggested that she shbalctemoved to Weymouth "by part of one of the
cutters' crews that occasionally call in here." @othe 7th of September in that year she was
fetched away to Weymouth by Lieutenant Sicklem&#®. She and her boat were valued at £240,
but she was found to be of such a beautiful mda®l$he was neither destroyed nor sold, but taken
into the Revenue service as a cutter to preventtrdde in which she had been so actively
employed.

And so we could continue with these smuggling yaimg the extent of our limits has been
reached, so we must draw to a close. If the smuigglpoch was marred by acts of brutality, if its
ships still needed to have those improvements sigdeand equipment which have to-day reached
such a high mark of distinction, if its men weremmet altogether admirable characters, at any rate
their seamanship and their daring, their ingenaitg their exploits, cannot but incite us to the
keenest interest in an exceptional kind of contest.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX I

SLOOPS OR CUTTERS

The reputed difference between a sloop and cuttdra eighteenth century is well illustrated by
the following, which is taken from the Excise Tgalol. xxx., 1st July 1795 to 17th December
1795, p. 95.

In Attorney-GeneraV. Julyan and others there was an action to condemwmesseMary of Fowey,
brought under the provisions of sec. 4, c. 47, 26.Gll., as amended by sec. 6, c. 50, 34 Geo. Il
There were several counts, including one with r@garthe vessel being fitted with "arms for
resistance,” but the case turned on the questiogtheh she was cutter-rigged or sloop-rigged.
Counsel for the prosecution defined a cutter athifay constructed for swift sailing, which, with a
view to effect that purpose, is to sink prodigiqust her stern, and her head to be very much out of
water ... built so that she should measure a giesltmore than she would contain.”

Such a definition, however satisfactory it may héeen to the legal mind, was one that must
have vastly amused any seafaring man. The judgetingu expert evidence, explained the
difference between a cutter and a sloop as follew#sstanding or running bowsprit is common to
either a sloop or a cutter, and a traveller, hd,saas an invariable portion of a cutter's rigatso
was a[Pg 404jib-tack. The jib-sheet, he ruled, differed howethat of a cutter was twice as large as
that of a sloop and was differently set. It hadsteyy. A sloop's jib-sheet was set with a fixed stay
Furthermore, in a cutter the tack of the jib waskeal to a traveller, and there was a large thimble
fastened to a block which came across the hedukdddil. There were two blocks at the mast-head,
one on each side. "A rope passes through the bhoeks by which it is drawn up to the halliards."”
The jib of a cutter "lets down and draws in a veprt time." A cutter usually had channels and
mortice-holes to fix legs to prevent oversetting.
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APPENDIX II

LIST OF CRUISERS EMPLOYED IN THE CUSTOMS SERVICE FOR THE YEAR 1784

INumbe
Name. of Wr_lere Remarks.
Stationed.
Crew.

Lively and 14 London These vessels were the property of thev@r

Vigilant ThelLively cruised in the winter half-year, buf
in the summer her crew did duty on board the
Vigilant.

Defence 16 Gravesend On the Establishment.

Success 23 Rochester On the Establishment.

Otter 13 Rochester Moored in Standgate Creek to guard th
Quarantine.

Active 18 Eaversham On the Establishment.

Sprightly 30 Sandwich Employed by Contract from May 27, 1784

Greyhound 17 Sandwich Employed by Contract from JanuarylZ34.

Scourge 30 Deal Employed by Contract from January 27, 1784

Nimble 30 Deal Employed by Contract from April 23, 1784.

Tartar 31 Dover On the Establishment.

Assistance 28 Dover Employed by Contract.

Alert 16 Dover Employed by Contract from April 22, 1784.

Stag 24 Rye On the Establishment.

Hound 30 & | Rye Contract. Crew reduced to 24 on October 9

24 1784.

Surprise 28 Newhaven Contract. Crew reduced to 24 on Oct®be
1784.

Enterprise 18 Shoreham Establishment in 1784, but afterwands
Contract.

Falcon 18 & | Chichester Establishment.

28

Roebuck 21 Portsmouth Establishment.

Antelope 11 Portsmouth Establishment.

Rose 30 | Southampton Establishment.

Speedwell 31 | Weymouth | She was on Contract at Weymouth but was

Cowes removed to Cowes on June 10, 17&8o6]

Swan 23 Cowes Contract from March 6, 1784

Laurel 20 Poole Contract from March 6, 1784

Diligence 32 Poole Contract. Removed from Poole to Weymouth,

Weymouth | March 2, 1784.
Alarm 26 | Exeter Contract. Removed from Poole to Weymouth




Spider

Ranger
Wasp
Squirrel
Hawke

Lark
Lurcher
Tamer
Brilliant
Dolphin
Brisk
Repulse
Argus
Bee
Hunter
Experiment
Swallow
Mermaid
Eagle

28

21
20
20

18 &
26

20
30
25
30
26
19
33
24
16
25
18
24
24
24

Dartmouth

Plymouth
Plymouth
Looe

Falmouth

Falmouth
Penryn
Scilly

St. Ives
St. Ives
Milford
Colchester
Harwich
Harwich
Yarmouth.
Boston
Hull
Newcastle
Newcastle

March 2, 1784.

Contract. Removed from Poole to Waytimo
March 2, 1784.

Establishment.
Contract.
Contract.
Contract.

Contract.
Contract.
Contract.
Contract.
Contract.
Contract.
Establishment.
Establishment.
Contract.
Establishment.
Establishment.
Establishment.
Establishment.
Establishment.
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APPENDIX III
LIST OF CRUISERS EMPLOYED IN THE CUSTOMS SERVICE FOR THE YEAR 1797
(up to June 27)

Vessel. Commander. | Tonnage.Glins. Mdn. Extent osDiiStation.
Vigilant Richard Dozell 53 6 13 To attend the Honourable Board.
Yacht 82 8 10adl. | In the winter season the cutter wi
Vigilant ten additional hands cruised on th
Cutter coasts of Essex, Ken, and Susse
Diligence | William Dobbin 152 14 32 Milford to Solway Firtly as the

Board should direct.
Swallow Thomas Amos 153 1( 32 As the Board should direct.
Lively Du Bois Smith 113 12 30 As the Board should direct
Defence Geo. Farr (Acting) 76 6 18 Gravesend to Dungeness.
Ant Thomas Morris 58 4 15 Gravesend to the Nore.
Fly Thomas Gibbs 52 4 15 Gravesend to the Nore.
Success William 74 6 24 Rochester to North Sand Head.
Broadbank
Otter John Matthews 68 —] 13 Rochester to the Buoy of the
Woolpack.
Active Thomas Lesser 75 8 18 Mouth of Medway to N. Foiela
round the Longsand and up the
Swin to Leigh.
Swift J. Westbeech (Tid¢ 52 — | 8 Downs to the Longsand.
Surveyor)
Nimble William Clothier 41 2 15 Between the Forelands.
(Acting)
Tartar B.J. Worthington 100 10 23 The Gore to Beachy Head
Stag John Haddock 153 14 32 Dover to Brighton, but recéel
on special circumstances.
Hound J.R. Hawkins 111 12 30 N. Foreland to Isle of Wigh4o8]
Falcon Charles Newland 131 12 33 Beachy Head to Isle ightV
Roebuck | John Stiles 104 12 27 Round the Isle of Wight.
Antelope | John Case 97 1( 26 Round the Isle of Wight, ammwh fr|
Needles to Swanage.
Rose William Yeates 114 12 32 From Lool to Lyme.
Swan [Building at this date]| Beachy Head to Lyme.
Greyhound| Richard Wilkinson 200 16 43 Beachy Head to thetStar
Alarm Andrew Dealey 130 12 36 Between Portland and the.S
Ranger Nathaniel Cane 80 8 25 Land's End to Cape Cornwall
Busy Alexr. Fraser 46 — 11 Plymouth Sound and Lawsand

e



Hinde
Dolphin

Racer
Speedwell

Endeavour
Repulse
Argus

Hunter
Bee

Eagle
Mermaid
Viper

(mate)
Gabriel Bray

Richard Johns
(Junr.)

James Wood
(mate)

John Hopkins

Thomas Peregrine
G.G.H. Munnings
John Saunders

Thomas Ritches

A. Somerscalls
(mate)

George Whitehead
John Carr

John Hudson
(mate)

160
139

40

[Building at this date,

34
143
135

143
28

[Building at this datg

112
28

12
14

10

41
32

11
43
32

32
9

30
9

]

Bay.
Portland to St. Ives anidlySc

St. Ives to Padstow, round Scilly
Land's End to Helford.

Chepstow to llIfracombe.

Holyhead,d80i Channel, and to
the Land's End.

The whole port of Milford
North Yarmouth to Podsth.

Buoy of the Migdieo
Lowestoft.

Harwich to Cromer.

Humber, York, and Lincoln, and {o
guard Quarantine.

TynemduotlYarmouth.
Berwick to the Spurn.

Isle of Anglesea to St. Bee's Hegdd
occasionally.

[25] i.e. doubtless the channel better known as Swin Middling into the estuary of the Thames.
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APPENDIX IV
LIST OF REVENUE CRUISERS BUILT BETWEEN JULY 18, 1822 AND OCTOBER 1,
1838
Dratft. Rate of sailin
: When . : per hour in
Name of Cruiser Built. Tonnagd. Builders.| Where Bui t'Forward. Aft. knots and
fathoms.
ft.ins. | ft.ins.| knofathoms
Fly (lateNew | July 44 Thos. Cowes 5x6 7x4) — —
Charter) 18, White
1822
Lion July 82 Th. Inman| Lymingtor] — — — -
18,
1822
Arrow (late July 43 Ransom &| Hastings 4%x6 9x3 9 —
Seaflowey 18, Ridley
1822
Cameleon July 85 Wm. Dover — — — -
(lost) 18, Hedgcock
1822
Dolphin July 68 J.B. Good| Bridport 5x3 9x(0 10
18,
1822
Ranger July 71 Chas. Folkestone| 4 x6 9x%x6 8 —
18, Golder
1822
Tartar July 82 Ransom &| Hastings 5x2 10 x 2 8 4
18, Ridley
1822
Repulse July 82 | W. Good | Ealing — — — -
18, & Son
1822
Nimble July 65 Rd. Sandgate 5x0 10 x 10
18, Graves
1822
Sprightly July 63 Chas. Cowes 5%x6 8x6 7 4
18, Miller
1822
Sealark Oct. 42 Th. White | Cowes — — —_  —
10,
1823
Scout Aug. 84 Th. White | Cowes 5x11] 8 x4 8 4
15,




Fox

Endeavour

Adder(sold)

Vigilant

Kite

Hound(lost)

Experiment

Racer

Viper (late

Mermaid

Stag

Diligence(lost)

Bee

Stork
Liverpool (now

Speedwe)l
Victoria

Chance

1823

Oct.
10,
1823

July
16,
1823

Oct.
10,
1823

Feb.
10,
1824

Mar.
21,
1825

Mar.
21,
1825
April
16,
1825
Aug.
10,
1825

Aug.
23,
1825

Feb.
20,
1827

Feb. 4,
1828
Aug.
18,
1828

Jan. 5,
1830

July 1,
1830
Aug.
31,
1831
April
2,1832

85

45

73

99

164

169

43

53

43

130

171

69

160

28

22

58

Th. White

N. Harvey

T. White

T. White

Ransom &
Ridley

T. White

T. White

Ransom &
Ridley

T. White

T. White

Ransom &
Ridley

Ransom &
Ridley

Ransom &
Ridley
T. White

Ransom &
Ridley

T. White

Cowes

Rye

Cowes

Cowes

Hastings

Cowes

Cowes

Hastings

Cowes

Cowes

Hastings

Hastings

Hastings
Cowes

Hastings

Cowes

6x6

6 x6

12x1

9x8

10 x

12 x 4

10x0

12 x 6

9x6

D 11

8

(7Y
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Squirrel
Amphitrite
Victoria

King George
Wickham
Adelaide
Dolphin

Liverpool
(tender toKite)

Hornet

Prince George

Providence

Margaret

Asp

Lady of the

Lake

Hind

Caroline
Frances

Royal George

Maria

Jun 21,
1832

July 4,
1832
April
2,1832
Aug. 3,
1832
April
2,1832
April
2,1832
April
2,1832
Aug.
10,
1832

July 6,
1832

Nov. 3,
1832

Dec.
10,
1832

Dec.
10,
1832
April
22,
1833
April
25,
1833

May
25,
1833

Jan. 31,
1834

Feb. 3,
1834

Mar.
27,
1834

Sept.
10,

36

30

114

36

150

143

84

36

143

70

20

22

32

22

41

36

40

149

36

T. White

Th. Inman
Th. Inman
Ransom &
Ridley

T. White
Ransom &

Ridley

Ransom &
Ridley

T. White

Ransom &
Ridley

Ransom &
Ridley

N. & E.
Edwards

T. Inman

T. White

T. Inman

Ransom &
Ridley

Ransom &
Ridley
T. White

T. Inman

T. Inman

Cowes
Lymington
Lymingtor]

Hastings
Cowes
Hastings
Hastings

Cowes

Hastings

Hastings

Scilly

Lymington

Cowes

Lymington

Hastings

Hastings
Cowes

Lymingtor

Lymington

11 x0

11 x
12 x2

Ye
10 x 3

12 xQ




Vulcan
(steamer)

Hamilton

Cameleon

Kingstown

Bat

Tiger
Onyx
Flying Fish

Gertrude

Royal

Charlotte

Active

Vixen

Ferret

Desmond

Harpy

Asp

Rose

1834

Oct.
30,
1834

Jan. 11,
1835

Feb.
21,
1835

May 4,
1835
Nov.

20,
1835

Mar. 8,
1836

Sept. 1,
1836

Sept. 1,
1836

Oct.
26,
1836

Oct.
27,
1836

Oct.
29,
1836

Feb.
11,
1837

Mar.
18,
1837

June
10,
1837

Oct.
10,
1837

Feb.
20,
1838

Feb.
20,

325

59

89

21

37

18

36

41

37

130

101

56

39

68

145

46

53

. White

. White

. Inman

. Inman

. White

. Inman

. White

. White

. White

. White

. Inman

. White

. Inman

. Inman

. White

. Inman

. Inman

Cowes

Cowes

Lymington

Lymington

Cowes

Lymington
Cowes
Cowes

Cowes

Cowes

Lymington

Cowes

Lymington

Lymington

Cowes

Lymington

Lymington

10x 9

11x1

11 x B

10




1838

Adder Feb. 53 T. White Cowes 5x2 8x3 [Never
20, Tried]

1838
Neptune June 42 T. White Cowes — — - —

19,
1838

Kingstown Oct. 1, 35 Pinney & | Poole 6 x4 9x4| — —
1838 Adams

N.B—There is no information to show how the rate dfirsg was assessed. We know no) (
whether the vessel was sailing on a wind or offethier close-hauled or with the wind abeafy); (
whether the distance was taken from a measuredratl®ned between two fixed objects ashore;
(y) what sail was set; whether reefed or nd};whether the speed was estimated by means of the
old-fashioned log.

It is probable that the last mentioned was the nwe#mployed, but in any one of these cases the
rate given can only be approximate unless we kriewforce and angle of the wind at each trial

trip. The non-nautical reader may be reminded ims@tering the rates given above that a knot is
equivalent to 1000 fathoms or, more exactly, 608§lish feet.
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APPENDIX V

SPECIFICATION FOR BUILDING A CUTTER FOR THE REVENUE SERVICE OF
THIRTY-FIVE TONS
(As built in the year 1838)

LeENGTH.—From Stem to Sternpost, 44 feet. Keel for tonnddefeet.
BrReaDTH.—EXxtreme from outside the Plank, 14 feet 5 inches.

DepTH—From the upper-part of the Main Hatch-Beam to @®ling alongside the Keelson, 7 feet 8
inches.

KeeL.—The Keel to be of good sound Elm, in not morenthwo pieces, with Hook and Butt Scarphs 6
feet long, sided 6-1/2 inches. Depth aft 12 inclf@syard 14 inches, with a false Keel.

Stem.—To be of sound English Oak, clear of Sap andther defects, sided 5-1/2 inches, and to be
sufficiently thick at the head to admit of a habe the Main Stay.

STeErRN PosT.—To be of sound English Oak, clear of Sap andtakr defects, sided 5-1/2 inches.

Deab Woob.—The Dead Wood both forward and aft to be of Qddéar of Sap and all defects, except
the two lower pieces which may be Elm, and secbsed Knee well bolted through the Sternpost,
and Dead Wood aft, and Stem and Dead Wood forward.

FLOORS AND FuTTOCKS.—TO0 be sided 5-1/2 and not more than 6 inchest.aphe lower Futtocks sided
5-1/2 inches, second Futtocks 5, third Futtockarl Toptimbers 4-1/2, Stantions 4 inches. The
heels of the lower Futtocks to meet on the Keéthal Timber to be well grown and seasoned, clear
of Sap and other defects;—of English Oak.
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KeeLson—The Keelson to run well forward and aft, of souddk, clear of Sap, sided 7 inches and
moulded 9 inches Midships. The ends moulded 7 memel sided 6 inches. To be bolted through
the floors and Keel with 3/4 inch Copper Bolts waénched on a ring, under the Keel.

StANTIONS.—Stantions sided 4 inches at the Gunwale and 3ntfies at the Head, and so spaced as to
form 4 ports, each side 20 inches in the clear,thedoort lids hung with composition hooks and
hinges to roughtree rail and one Stantion betweeh port, or more if necessary.

CouNTER-TIMBERS.—TO0 be sided from 4-1/2 to 4 inches and the Trarswell kneed.

BrReasT-Hooks.—To have 3 Breast-Hooks, one under the Bowsptédsi inches, the others sided 4-1/2
inches, all of the best English Oak, with arms less than 3 feet long, clear of Sap and other
defects; the two lower ones to be bolted with Cofgmts. The Throat Bolt to be 3/4 inch diameter,
to go through the stem and clenched, and threaah arm of 5/8, all well clenched on a ring.

Beams.—The Beams to be good sound Oak, clear of allaieféo round up 5-1/2 inches. The Beam
before and the Beam abaft the Mast to be sidedl&s) and moulded 6 inches, and not more than 4
feet apart, and to have two Wood lodging Kneesatthgalso one Iron hanging Knee to each; the
remainder of the Beams to be sided 5 inches, andd®ao 5 inches, and regularly spaced, and not
more than three feet from Centre to Centre, witlo tlvinch dowels in each end, instead of
dovetailing into the shelf-piece, with a 5/8 inabltithrough each dowel, and an inch and quarter
hole bored in the end of all the Beams 10 incheand another from the under side to meet it, then
seared with a hot Iron to admit Air.



CARLINGS AND LEDGERS—TO0 have 2 fore and aft Carlings between each Béanches by 3-1/2, and a
Ledge 3-1/2 by 3 inches between the Beams wherereelj The Mast Carlings to be good English
Oak, 4 inches thick, and 10 inches broad.
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WALES AND BoTToM PLANK.—The Wales to be of English well-seasoned OakcBas thick, clear of all
defects, with one strake of 2-1/2 inches thick naxder the Wales, and one bilge strake of 2-1/2
inch each side. The remainder of the Bottom toube2f inches thick when worked, all of sound
English Oak, except the Garboard and one nextudith may be of Elm; Plank to work 16 feet
long with 6 feet shifts, and two strakes betweerhdautt: the first strake above the Wales to be 2
inches thick, the remainder 2 inches, paint steakehes.

SPIRKETTING.—The Spirketting to be 2 inches thick.

WATERWAYS.—The Waterways to be of English Oak, 3 incheskthatear of Sap and strakes, and not
less than 6 inches broad in any part.

PLaANSHEER—The Plansheer of good English Oak, full 2 inclésk when worked, and to form the
lower Port Sills.

SHELF PIECES—The Shelf Pieces to be fitted to the Timberseadtof working it over the Clamp, as

heretofore, to be of good sound English Oak, 6esdbroad, 3-1/2 inches thick, and bolted with 5/8
inch bolts, two feet apart, well clenched.

CLamps.—The Clamps to be of good sound Oak, 8 inchestbaoa 2 inches thick, fitted up to the under
side of the Shelf Pieces.

CeiLing.—To have two strakes of 2 inch Oak on the Float lver Futtock Heads, both sides, and the
Ceiling to be of 1-1/4 inch Oak, all English, agthias one foot above the lower Deck; the
remainder as high as the clamp, to be of Red EBleat of Sap and other defects, 3/4 inch thick.

CHANNELS.—The Main Channels to be of the best English Qdksufficient breadth, to convey the
rigging clear of the Weather Cloth Rail, and 3-i@hes thick with 4 substantial Chainplates with
Iron bound Dead-eyes complete, on each side. Theldwer bolts in each plate to be 1 inch in
diameter. No Bolt in the Chainplate through the i@te as usual. The Chainplates to be let their
thickness into the edge of the Channel, and anglate 3 inches broad, and 3/8 inch thick, secured
over all by Small Bolts 4-1/2 inches long.
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PorTs—To0 have 4 Ports on each side properly spacedthen®ort Lids hung with Copper Hooks and
Hinges.

BuLwark .—The Bulwark to be of Baltic Red Pine 1 inch thitk be worked in narrow strakes about 5

inches broad. The edges grooved and tongued tagatiek not lined as usual, except from forward
to bow port.

RouGHTREERAIL.—To0 be of good clean, straight grained Oak 4-bthes broad, and 2-1/4 deep, to be
fitted with a sufficient number of Iron Stantions6B inches long, with Oak Rail 2 inches square
for Weather Cloths. The Roughtree Rail to be 2 egit from Deck.

Deck.—The Upper Deck to be of the best Baltic Red Pimié?2 inches thick when worked, clear of Sap,
strakes, &c., and not more than 5 inches broad pkctk. The plank under, and between the Bitts

Knees, to be English Oak 2-1/2 inches thick, theolelto be fastened with Copper Nails of
sufficient length.

BiTTs.—The Bowsprit Bitts to run down to the Ceiling,tlvia Bolt in the Keel of each, and so placed
that the Bowsprit may be run aft clear of the Maatboard Side. Size of the Bitts at the head fore
and aft 7 inches, thwartships 6 inches, and tdhbesame size at lower part of Deck, with a regular



taper to heel. The Windlass Bitts to be sided heasc and left broad and high enough above the
Deck to admit of a Patent Pinion Cog, and MultiptyM/heels to be fitted to Windlass, with Crank,
Handles, &c. To have good and sufficient Kneeslitoha Bitts. The Bowsprit Bitt Knees sided 6
inches, Windlass Bitt Knees sided 5 inches.
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WinDLASs.—The Barrel of the Windlass to be of good soundlish Oak, clear of all defects, diameter

in the middle 10 inches, and fitted with PatennlRalls, with two hoops on each end, and seasoned
EIm Whelps 2-1/2 inches thick, hollowed in the m@tbr Chain Cable 14 inches long, taking care
that it leads far from the Hawse Holes, to haveof Plates let into the Angles of the Whelps. The
Iron Spindle to be 2 inches Diameter, and to It the Barrel of the Windlass 12 inches, and to be
fitted with Pinion, Cog, and Multiplying Wheels a@lank Handles, to have two Windlass ends not
more than a foot long each; care must be takertmnotit the Handspike holes where the Chain
Cable works.

ScupPERS—TO0 have 2 oval Lead Scuppers, each side, 3 b in8h in the clear.

EYE PLATES.—T0 have two stout Iron Eye Plates, both sidewvdéod for Bowsprit, Shrouds, &c. with
two Bolts in each, and three Plates both side®Rforners and Tackles aft, the Eyes to reach up to
the top of Roughtree Rail, and to have a good gtioon Hanging Knee each side to the Beams
abreast the Runners.

HATcHWAYS.—The Main Hatchway to be 4 feet broad and 3 fert &nd aft in the clear. The Combins 3
inches thick and 11 inches broad, let down on 6gsli3 inches thick and 4-1/2 inches broad.

SKYLIGHTS.—To0 be fitted with two Skylights with Plate Glagsed Copper Guard, Commanders to be 3
feet long and 2 feet broad; Mates Skylight 2 fegtiase, with Plate Glass, Copper Bars 3/8
diameter.

ILLUMINATORS.—TO0 have 10 oblong 4 inch llluminators let inte@ tBeck where most required, and a 5
inch Patent one over the Water Closet.

WIiNcH.—To have a Patent Winch round the Mast, and thst kéebe wedged in the partners.
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Pumps—To be fitted with two Metal Bilge Pumps 3-1/2 Inchamber and everything complete; also

one Metal Pump amidships with 6 inch chamber, amal $ets of Brass Boxes, and everything
requisite; also a Wash Deck Pump fitted aft.

RubpeEr.—To0 have a good and sufficient Rudder with twe sétMetal Pintles and Braces, and one Iron
Pintle and Brace at the head of the Sternpost ath@vBeck, and to be fitted with two good Tillers.

CowmpANION.—To0 be fitted with a Companion and Bittacle contgle

HAawsePIPES—TO0 have two stout cast Iron Hawsepipes for Cl@able 4 inches in the clear, also two
Cast Iron Pipes in the Deck with Bell Mouth, to dant the Chain Cable below.

LowerDeck.—The Lower Deck Beams to be regularly spaced antdnore than 4 feet apart, the Deck
to be 1-1/4 inches thick, of good Red Pine, the d\iids part 3 feet broad, to be fastened to the
Beams, also some of the side plank, the remain@glenmto Hatches, the edges bolted together
with 1/2 inch Iron, the Deck and Cabin Floor ab8fgin Hatch to be 1 inch thick, and made into
Hatches where required.

MAGAzINE.—T0 have a Magazine abaft, properly fitted ancekdiron the inside with 5 Ib. Lead, and
Double Doors with Copper Hinges and Lock to thesmigt Door.

BrReEAD Room.—To0 have Bread Rooms and Flour Bins lined with 3srusual.



GALLEY .—The Galley under the Fire Hearth to be coppergtd 82 0z. Sheet Copper 5 feet square, and
the under part of the Upper Deck, Beams, &c.; therBoilers 4 feet square, to be leaded with 6 Ib.
Lead.

LockeERrs ANDBINS.—To be fitted with Store Bins and Lockers from ews to the Cabin Bulkheads
between Decks.
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BuLkHEADS.—T0 have Bulkheads between Decks for CommandetsnC State Room, and all other
Bulkheads, as is customary for a Revenue Cruis¢heof3rd class, with all Drawers, Cupboards,
Bed-places, Tables, Wash-stands, &c. complete.Jdd@n Bulkheads to be framed in Panels, all
Hinges to be Brass with Brass Pins.

BuLkHEADS, HoLD.—To0 have Bulkheads in the Hold, for Coals, Sto@mssks, Chain Cables, &c., and an
opening of one inch left between each Plank to giveexcept the Coal-hole which must be close.

LADDERS.—TO0 have a Main Hatch, Fore Hatch, and Cabin Laddmplete.

CLeats.—To be fitted complete, with all Cleats, Cavelsiatth Cleats with Shieves, Brass coated
Belaying Cleats, and Racks with Belaying Pins, &ad an Iron Crutch on Taffrail for the Boom.

FasTENINGS—The whole of the Plank to be fastened with goadl weasoned Treenails, and one 1/2
inch Copper Bolt in every Butt from the Keel upthe Wales, to go through and clench on a Ring
on the Ceiling, and the Treenails drove through @edling, wedged on the inside and caulked
outside.

RING AND EYE BoLTs.—To be fitted with all necessary Ring and Eye Bo#ts customary for a Revenue
Cruiser.

LEcs—To have 2 substantial Oak Legs properly fitted.
PainT.—The whole of the Wood Work inside and out to hdaree coats of the best Paint, well put on.

HuLL.—The Hull to be completed in every respect as aeRae Cruiser of the 3rd Class, and all
Materials found by the Contractor, except Coppeeddting for the Bottom and Water-Closets,
with all Shipwrights', Caulkers', Joiners', Blackgm', Copper-smiths', Braziers', Glaziers',
Plumbers' and Painters’ work.
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CATHEAD.—T0 have an Iron Cathead with two Shieves strammugh to cat the Anchor, and fitted both
sides.

Cock.—To have a Stop Cock fitted forward under the Loldeck, to let in Water occasionally.

WATER-CLOSET—TO0 have a Patent Water-Closet of Danton's fikeldw, and a Round-house on Deck,
aft Starboard side complete, with a Pantry for més Larboard side to correspond with the
Round-house, and a Poop Deck between both, naitbdGopper Nails; also a seat of ease on the
Larboard side forward for the Crew, with Lead Pipewater edge; the whole of the Locks
throughout to be Brass and Brass Works.

AIR OPENINGS—AN inch opening to be left all fore and aft undbe Clamp both sides, also in the
Ceiling between the Lower Deck Beams, and anothéhe upper part of the Bins, and one inch
auger hole bored between the Timbers in the ruaraftforward where lists cannot be left out, also
a hole of one inch in all the Timbers, fore and tftadmit air, and those holes seared with a hot
iron; all Chocks for securing the frame Timbersetihgr are to be split out before the bottom Plank
is worked.



The Cutter to remain in frame for one Month befol@sed in, then when the outside Plank is
worked and all the Sap taken off the Timbers, agfdre the Ceiling is worked, to give the Timbers
a good coat of Stockholm Tar.

Should there be any omission or want of more fisifesnent in this Specification, the Contractor
is to understand that the Hull of the said Vessdbibe fitted and completed fit for Sea in every
respect as is usual for a Revenue Vessel of hasClle Board finding the Copper Sheathing and
Water-Closet.
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DerecTs 10 BEAMENDED.—AnNY defects discovered in the Timbers or Plank,,&y the Officer or
Overseer appointed by the Honourable Board of @ustto survey and inspect the same, or
insufficient workmanship performed to the said €uttluring her building, the said defect or
deficiency both in the one and in the other, shptin notice thereof to the Contractor be forthwith
amended, and the said Overseer shall not at amyttave any molestation or obstruction therein.

Note—~For a 150-ton Revenue Cutter the following dimensiwere employed:—
Length.—(Stem to Sternpost) 72 feet. Keel for Tag®ma 68 feet.

Breadth.—(Extreme) 22 feet 10 inches.
Depth.—10 feet 3 inches.
Beams to be 7 inches.
Deck to be 2 inches thick.

Four Oak Legs to be supplied



[Pg 421]
APPENDIX VI

DIMENSIONS OF SPARS OF REVENUE CUTTERS

The following list shows the length and thickne$smast, boom, bowsprit, gaff, topmast, and
spread-yardile. the yard on which the square-sail was set] as usdtle Revenue Cutters of
different sizes from 150 to 40 tons. The dimensigiven below were those in vogue in the year

1838.

150 130 100
Spar. 90 Tons|80 Tons| 70 Tons|60 Tons{50 Tons{40 Tons

Tons. Tons. Tons.

ft. ft. 0| ft. i ft. i ft. i) ft. i ft. i ft. i ft. i

ns. ns. ns. ns. ns. ns. ns. ns. ns.
Mast 75 x 72 % 68 x 65 x 63 x 60 x 56 x 55 x 50 x

20 18 17 16% 1534 15 14 13% 12
Boom 61 x 59 x 54 x 51 x 49 x 47 x 45 x 43 x 42 x

13V, 13 12 11% 1034 10v% 10 834 8v
Bows 55 x 53 x 49 x 47 x 44 x 43 x 38 x 37 x 32 x
prit 1634 15% 14 13V, 12% 12 11Y4 1034 10
Gaff 45 x 40 x 38 x 33 x 32 x 31 x 28 x 30 x 26 X

8% 8v, VEZ Ve TYa 7 634 6v2 6
Topm 52 x 48 x 45 x 42 x 40 x 39 x 35 x 35 x 30 x
ast 9%, 8v, VEZ Ve TYa 7 634 6v2 6
Sprea | 58 x 56 x 48 x 47 x 46 x 44 x 42 x 38 x 32 x
d- oV, 8v, 8Va T3 7Y 7 6% 6Ya 6
Yard
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APPENDIX VII

LIST OF THE CRUISERS IN THE REVENUE COASTGUARD OF THE UNITED
KINGDOM IN THE YEAR 1844

Name of Cruiser. | Numbgr. Name of Cruiser. | Numbaqr.
Shamrock 45 Badger 16
Kite 34 Skylark 16
Swift 34 Petrel 16
Prince of Wales 34 Racer 15
Wickham 33 Hamilton 23
Greyhound 33 Chance 16
Prince Albert 33 Harriett 14
Royal George 33 Rose 14
Mermaid 33 Adder 14
Adelaide 30 Rob Roy 14
Wellington 33 Eliza 13
Harpy 30 Jane 13
Royal Charlotte 29 Experiment 10
Stag 29 Albatross 13
Defence 29 Asp 10
Eagle 29 Frances 10
Lapwing 29 Arrow 10
Sylvia 29 Viper 10
Victoria 27 Neptune 10
Lively 23 Sealark 10
Vigilant 23 Hind 10
Active 23 Liverpool 10
Cameleon 21 Maria 12
Fox 21 Sylph 8
Dolphin 21 Gertrude 8
Scout 21 Governor 8
Tartar 21 Nelson 7
Hawke 21 Princess Royal 7
Ranger 20 Ann 7
Nimble 17 Fairy 7
Desmond 17 Ferret 7
Sprightly 17 Lady of the Lake 5




Lion 16 Vulcan(steamer) 31

Note—The size of the above varied from 25 tons to fi6¥. But the ssVulcan
was of 325 tons.
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APPENDIX VIII

No better instance of the strained relationshigteng between the Royal Navy and the Revenue
Service could be found than the following. It bk seen that the animosity had begun at any rate
before the end of the seventeenth century and esfar from dead in the nineteenth.

The first incident centres round Captain John Rutiemmander of "one of the smacks or sloops
in the service of the Customs about the Isle ofM/igHe stated that on April 24, 1699, about eight
o'clock in the evening, he went on board to se#irehshipPortland at Spithead, the latter having
arrived from France with a cargo of wine. At thensatime there put off the long boat from
Admiral Hopson'sResolutiondemanding four hogsheads and four tierces, whsald (Rutter) "I
denied, but however they took it out by force aadied it on board." Rutter then went on to the
Resolutionand there found the wine lying on deck. The Adisent for him aft, and said that he
would see the wine forthcoming, for he would wtdehe Commissioners of Customs.

Some time afterwards Rutter was ashore at Port$mautompany with Captain Foulks, who
was one of the officers stationed on land. Thetatiformed Rutter that he was a rogue for having
informed against the Admiral. Foulks drew his swadd, had he not been prevented, would have
murdered Rutter. Apparently Admiral Hopson nevegéve Rutter. For, some months later, Rutter
was [Pg 4241iding off Portsmouth "with my Pendent and Colofissng, rejoicing for the happy
arrival of His Maty." Hopson was being rowed ashaed when near "my yacht ordered my
pendent to be taken down. | being absent, my mardmeot do it without my order, whereon he
sent his boat on board and one of his men tookwnd | coming on board to goe upon my duty
ordered it to be hoysted again and imediately Iné¢ lsis boat with one of his Lieutenants to take it
down again with a verball order which | refusedet him do, but by strength overpowered me and
my company and took it down by force, and beabugetdegree yat | know not whether it may not
hazard some men's lives, which | acknowledge Irdilwear it in contempt, and if he had sent
another time | would readily have obeyed his Ortlenw | humbly conceive that it was merely out
of malice as | can prove by his own mouth."

Arising out of this incident, a letter was sentnfradhe Admiralty to the Portsmouth Custom
House and signed by "J. Burchett." The latter apitieat it was not a fault for the Custom House
smacks to wear a pendant, but pointed out thaPtbelamation of 1699 obliged the Custom House
smacks to wear such a pendant as was distincttfierking's "as well as their Jacks and Ensigns."
Furthermore he suggested that it had always bestoroary to strike such pendant when in sight of
an Admiral's flag, especially if demanded.

The second incident occurred on February 4, 180@ dommanding officer of H.M. Armed
vesselSentinelwas lying in Shields harbour. He sent word to aamamed Stephen Mitchell, who
caused the watch of the Revenue cuHagle to hoist theEagle's pendant half-mast. Mitchell
naturally replied that he dared not do so withastdaptain's orders. Mitchell, therefore, sentit h
captain, George Whitehead, but before the latggrigal the pendant was hauled dows 425pnd
carried on board th&entinelwith threats that Whitehead should be prosecutedwearing a
pendant. Whitehead accordingly wrote to the Cadleand Controller of the Customs at Newcastle
to lodge a complaint. The latter, in turn, wrotd_teut. W. Chester, R.N., commanding tBientinel
gun-brig asking for an explanation. The naval @fficeplied by referring them to Articles 6 and 7
of the Admiralty Instructions regarding ships ossels in the service of any public office, by which
it was ordered that they should wear the same Bresig Jack as ships having Letters of Marque,
except that in the body of the Jack or Ensign tlstreuld be likewise described the seal of the
office they belonged to. All vessels employed ia fervice of any public office were forbidden to



wear pendants contrary to what was allowed, andesff of ships-of-war were permitted to seize
any illegal colours. Chester contended thatBEhglewas hailed and requested to lower her colours
half-mast, as an officer of the Navy was beingrietg at South Shields, and all the other vessels in
the harbour "had their colours half staff down" epictheEagle Because the latter refused, Chester
requested her mate to come on board3betine| as the former wished to explain why the colours
should be lowered. An officer was thereupon senbaard theEagleto haul them down. Chester
demanded an apology for the disrespect to the dedegfficer.

And one could easily quote other similar instancesveen H.M.SPrincessand the Revenue
cutterDiligence and H.M. gun-brigreazerand the Revenue cruisdardwicke
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Typographical errors corrected in text:

Page 94. seizurss replaced by seizures.
Page 99: "waved us to keep of" replaced with "wavetb keep off"
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