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Connecting Jackpoint VPN ...

... Matrix Access ID Spoofed.

... Encryption Keys Generated.
... Connected to Onion Routers.

> Login

> Enter Passcode

... Biometric Scan Confirmed.
Connected to <ERROR: NODE UNKNOWN>

“Every animal knows more than you do.”

JackPoint Stats___

38 users currently active in the
network

Latest News

* <051472> Last week, a major secu-
rity hole was found in the MoSoSo
software. Get security patch v12.5
immediately, and make sure any
SINs you're using aren't being used
by anyone else. — FastJack

Personal Alerts
*Your “xplOit3r” agent has an urgent
message foryou
*You have 12 new private messages
* You have 3 messages queued for
anonymous re-routing
*You have received 5 Metalink Friends
add requests
* You have 74 new responses to your
& JackPoint posts
* PDA: You have a meeting with Mr.
Johnson at Dante’s Inferno in 3
hours, 27 minutes, and 34 seconds

[map]

Your Current Rep Score: 55
(91% Positive)

Current Time: July 3, 2072,1532

| | PREEERENCES.

Welcome back to JackPoint, omae; your
last connection was severed: 5 hours,
13 minutes, 47 seconds ago

Today’s Heads Up

* Still wondering what that was
that tried to take a bite out of
you on the last job? Having a hard
time identifying some Matrix icons or
some astral signatures? This compilation
of files might save you from slotting a para-
zoology knowchip. [Tag: Running Wild]

Incoming
* Still clearing your head after the tempo high? Sorting through the fallout of the gangland wars? Want

to know what the underworld status quo loaks like now that the dust is settling? This file might be
just what you want. [Tag: Vice]

* Have you been wondering what our would-be lords and masters have been scheming of late in their
comfy ivory towers? Find out the latest buzz with our latest download. [Tag: Corporate Guide]

* Serious changes are afoot in the Emerald City. Brackhaven is governor, The Star has fallen. The
Shotozumi-gumi has taken a pounding. All this and more in our latest guide to the City on the Sound.

[Tag: Seattle 2072]

Top News Items
* Over the weekend, a Genetique lab in Calgary was badly damaged by subversives during a B&E. At

least 3 fatalities and dozens of injuries were reported when the animal containment systems were
deactivated. Conspiracy theorists are claiming that this incident is linked to a series of similar raids
on Aztechnology holdings in the area twenty years ago. Genetique representatives have refused to
comment. Seventeen different ecoterrorist groups have claimed responsibility for the attack. Link.

* The Corporate Court has issued a preliminary adjudication on the South China Sea territorial dis-
pute favaring the Pacific Prosperity Group, with the remaining contested areas due for further
arguments and adjudication later. Link.

* A unanimous vote by the CAS congress has caused the nation to adopt a new flag, after a long
grassroots campaign started by a Virginian school teacher. The flag is due to be unveiled to the
public at the North Georgia Military Academy in Dahlonega, Georgia, on the 4th of July. Link.
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Invited Guests
1 | Wyrm Watcher
Dr. Lucy Shapiro

; Posts/Files tagged with
“Running Wild™:

*Walk on the Wild Side
* Dragons
* Technocritters

* Animal Kingdom
* Infected

* Strange Spirits
* Protosapients
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With the taste ofbile hwvg on her tongme, Deepti could not bear to run any longer. Yet
to stop meant certain death. She could smell each ofthem, their odors as distinct as colors
ona palette. There were erning Wood and Cigar, two men whose smells mixed so thickly
in thejungle air you would think theg were lovers. Gun Oil scared her, for he carried the
scent of experience and death. The woman among the party stank ofa ﬂowery perfv\me,
the sort their kind dabbed behind each ear, the |ingerin9 kind. She was closest now, moving
cautiously through the underbrush. Deepti could hear her below, close enough to touch.
She could hide here, wrappeo{ in the twisting arms ofthis Banyan tree, but the lives inside
her would not stand that for long. They needed food, so she needed fooo{. Deepti wished she
could shift now, squeeze her slender brown bodﬂ deeper into the knotted limbs ofthe tree.
She wished she could cry for them, pvetend to be a human so the hunters would pass. They
would notﬁre ona pregnant woman. However, her true form had no human skin. She was
fmv, stripeo{ white and black, wiry whiskers, and blue eyes.

No, these fomr would not let her pass.

Deepti's nostrils ﬁared, and she lmptfvom the high Banyan branches with a piercing
roar. Perfmme spun mechanically, bringing her gun up an instant too slow to fwe. Deepti
was on her, teeth slicing through ﬂesh. Perfume’s scream died as a whimper between her
powerfmljaws.

“There!” Burning Wood shouted, raising a riﬂeto ﬁre. Deepti spun, trying to keep the
tree between her and her attackers. Wood splintered from the impact of bullets.

Cigar cried out, "Aim for the head, we need those cubs alive!”

Deepti froze in place. Hadn't she been the target? The Shapeshifter could smell Gun
oil far offto her ﬁank, circling in behind her. The two lovers approached fvom the front with
all appropviafz caution. She could not flghtthem all in her condition. Another moment, and
they would have her—have her offspring. Deepti would not let that happen. She reared up
on her hind legs and roared.

“Shoot now, shoot now!”

She shoved a set of claws and then a second into her own belly. The searing pain
buckled her knees and sent her to the ground. They would not have her young, not now.

“Shit.” She heard Burning Wood moan as her eyes fogged over. “Can we at least save
the fur?”
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THE LANGUAGE OF THE EARTH

Posted by: Ecotope

Permit me to begin at the end. Permit me to begin with you,
the reader, mutely scouring this document for information that
may be exploited for profit, never pausing to understand your role
in this super-organism we call biodiversity, never considering what
the Earth is saying to you. If this is you and you are looking for
the bottom line, here it is: black market fauna and environmental
goods account for 30 percent of the estimated trillion-plus nuyen
underground economy. Trash smuggling alone constitutes a 30 bil-
lion nuyen market, most of it flowing out of Japan and the UCAS
into puppet nations and corporate dumping grounds. There is
money to be made in capturing, killing, and cutting down what
the Earth has given us.

Perhaps we have Charles Darwin to thank for that. After all,
it was his Origin of Species that led to the survival-of-the-fittest
concept. Consequently, the world began operating under the
assumption that survival is a competition, picking winning and
losing species based on metahuman desires. Darwinism triggered
the idea that species can become endangered or destroyed out-
right, which instantly attached a price tag to fauna. His research
also led to the possibility of genetic superiority.

Over time, natural selection gave way to unnatural selec-
tion. We began to meddle in Mother Earth’s grand scheme. Some
species died while others, the ones corporations, philanthropists,
and sometimes governments had chosen, carried on despite what
nature had envisioned. This led many people, like myself, to believe
that the world needs saving from its self-aware inhabitants. Slowly,
we have fallen away from the natural world, from natural selec-
tion. In turn, the world has changed. Today’s world is cybered, it is
genetically enhanced, and the natural world—the great biodiver-
sity given to us by Creation—is responding in unpredictable and
sometimes dangerous ways. Some of us still believe that the Earth
speaks to us, though at times we choose not to listen. We should,
because Her language is that of survival. Her story is spoken in the
veins and leaves of that which sprang from the Awakening to prowl
the contours of our metahuman jungle, and it is cast in the bones
of what biodiversity is lost to history.

I speak for the bones.

Despite what the media has convinced you to believe, pres-
ervation of the Earth’s biodiversity remains the primary emphasis
behind so-called ecoterrorism. Because of what I do—who I've
killed—TI will always be seen as a terrorist, but the real terrorism
is what is happening to the natural world. Allow me to speak for
an Earth we no longer hear. Some of the information I provide
comes from my own experience. Some of it is research gathered
along the way. The data should offer insight into how the Earth
has responded to changes over the last century and warn you about
what changes may be waiting for us in the near future.

© Permit me to expose Ecotope for trying to cover his own ass. He's
just another terrorist trying to justify his actions by preaching the
gospel of the righteous. The truth is we are part of evolution. We
are part of ‘Mother Earth’s grand scheme.’ So all of this banter about
how metahumans are wrecking the garden is bullshit.

© Clockwork
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HORIZON MEDIA CLIP ::SEARCH::
EXTINCT SPECIES PROFILES FROM
2000-PRESENT

 African Gorilla

* Black-Footed Ferret

« Black Rhinoceros

- California Condor

+ Caspian Seal

» Cuban Crocodile

 European Eel

* Fishing Cat

« Gray Bat

» Grevy's Zebra

* Honey Bee (Africanized, Dwarf, Giant)

* Iberian Lynx

* Nine-Spotted Ladybug

» North American Panther

 Parachute Tarantula

* Polar Bear*

+ Rafflesia Magnifica

« Slender-Billed Vulture

« Striped Possum

» Sumatran Tiger

» Tasmanian Devil

« Tortoise (Ploughshare, Radiated)

Urgent Message...

*Reintroduced through the Doomsday Ark
Project

// upload Uniformat text file :: user Ecotope//
//add cut out //
// in-text references and bibliography removed //

BOOK OF THE DEAD
By Dr. Nerdal Ziusudra

It starts with a small loss, like the death of Coccinella novem-
notata, the nine-spotted ladybug. Such a loss might not seem
relevant on the surface, but in nature everything has a place and a
purpose. We are all connected. However, in 2071 there are fewer of
us to be connected than ever before. In what Ehran the Scribe calls
the ‘Sixth World, we are in the midst of an unprecedented sixth
extinction event. Science debates the triggers for this Holecene
extinction event, but the losses to Earth’s biodiversity have acceler-
ated over the past 60 years. There are now nearly half the number
of distinct species that existed prior to the turn of the century. The
Awakening had something to do with that, as did the sudden onset
of global industrialization and dependence on fossil fuels as carly as
the 1700s. Once we discovered that fuels deep beneath the surface
could power our cars and personal entertainment units, humanity
began searching in earnest wherever we suspected those fuels might
be. Science marched along, doggedly gaping at the wonder of all the
new species discovered in these previously unexplored terrains. We
saved most of what we found. What didn’t survive was any species
unknown and not cataloged before it was crushed under the wheels
of progress. Untold genetic diversity was lost to the slashing and
burning of rainforests in South America and Africa or poisoned by

strip-mining in Asia or North America.
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The losses are not limited to obscure insects or rare species
of frog. We have lost over 100 bird species that we know of. The
once thriving polar bear has been reduced to a zoo attraction
along with hundreds of other animals both known and unknown.
Honey bees are no different. The as-yet unexplained ‘Colony
Collapse Syndrome’ accelerated in 2012 and again in 2061. Albert
Einstein once posited, “If we were ever to see the extinction of the
honey bee, humankind would follow four years thereafter.” That
has not happened, but the food web collapse resulting from the
continued destruction of so many species has created conditions
for even more loss of life.

W are seeing an increase in hyper-disease conditions among
various species of plant, insect, and animal life. One such case is
the story of the cacao tree. Now only grown in scattered pockets
of Africa and Venezuela, cacao, the bean used to make chocolate, is
virtually extinct. The labor-intensive crop is meant to be harvested
only in fertile rainforests. Today, the few rainforests we have left are
battlegrounds and political footballs. What growers earn from their
sweat, states levy in taxes. The only economic solution is growing
cacao outside of its natural element. Despite scientific advances in
agriculture, cacao grown outside of its natural habitat faces extreme
risks of pathogenic fungal attack. On average, only ten percent
of any crop survives the season, which has made raw chocolate as
lauded an item as caviar.

Extinction events start with something insignificant but end
with the termination of at least half the species on the planet. Idon’t
claim to know how to stop it, but religions across the world point to
how we can survive it. We must collect living samples of everything
we can and preserve those samples until a time where the species can
thrive on their own again.

// End Uniformat text file :: user Ecotope//
//Timestamp: 02/11/72 //

o Following Dr. Ziusudra's 2067 article, a global diversity fund was
created with Draco Foundation funds to collect and store animal
specimens. Eco groups, zoos, and individuals brought genetic mate-
rial (bones, fur, etc.) as old as 200 years to be categorized and saved
in the chambers of what the media dubbed “The Doomsday Ark.”
Naturally, the mission to catalog the world’s remaining species was
led by Dr. Ziusudra, who then split his time between Oxford and the
Ark’'s home in Norway. In 2069, after receiving nearly a thousand
pieces of genetic material from Amazonia, Dr. Z announced a major
breakthrough. Unfortunately, we can only speculate on that break-
through. Dr. Z was extracted from Oxford hours before he was to
make his speech. No one has heard from him since then.

o Smiling Bandit

A GREEN (R)EVOLUTION

From the window of an airliner, metahuman cities look like
a surrealist’s interpretation of the earth into which they are cut.
Taillights run like red rivers between the blackened rooftops. People
march, tiny as ants, where our social super-organism leads them.
This metahuman jungle has eaten away at the natural world, de-
stroying habitats for all manner of species. However, not everything
on the planet is fumbling towards extinction. Left with no place
to live, nature adjusts to its surroundings. As a weed forces its way
through concrete, fauna evolves to survive in our metahuman spaces.
Arcologies and skyrakers contain spaces that can be inhabited by

e ——

Running

species that have adapted to exploit the available niches. The layers

of tunnels for sewage, utilities, transportation, and plumbing allow
animals to thrive and move beneath our feet. Rodents and insects
continue to develop the biological tools to create space in walls and
utility pipes and to find food and water in trash and storage.

© A lot of thisis accounted for by members of the species with ben-
eficial traits living longer and breeding more. They end up having
more offspring imbued with their protective traits. That's natural
survival, which is what Spencer’s concept of survival of the fittest
is all about.
o Nephrine

© Natural survival is a bit of a misnomer. For an endangered species
to survive it needs to do something completely unnatural. It might
be a small shift in diet or habitat. At times it takes genetic altera-
tion, either through evolution or metahuman interference.

© Snopes

Wildernesses have made a comeback within our cities.
In densely urban areas, tribal and religious groups often create
backyard habitats in respect for nature. Small mammals have long
found solace in groomed parks and golf courses. This continues
today as small wildlife—squirrels, fish, and birds—are brought in
to lend authenticity to the urban wilderness. While not the same
as the wild, it’s still similar enough to not disrupt breeding cycles.
Some corporate scientists are even working on ways to influence
migratory patterns to compel birds to migrate exclusively between
proprietary parks.

Interfacing with the metahuman world is only one way that
species survive. Others shunned evolution for revolution, migrat-
ing to extreme limits in order to survive. The key for these species’
survival is finding hostile or rugged environments far away from
metahumans. Diuca finches, for example, were once on the verge
of extinction, but now they survive on glacial ice.

Surprisingly, a handful of species survived through parthe-
nogenesis, or “virgin births.” Species of lizards and amphibians
that were believed to be extinct have been repopulating areas with
fewer numbers than thought possible. The parthenogenesis has
been happening largely in isolation throughout parts of Indonesia.
There is no evidence that either magic or genetic manipulation
played a role.

Not all species can adapt to the shifting habitat. Some
must rely on governmental protections or even magic to survive.
Everyone knows about the role magic has played in the restora-
tion of the Earth’s ecosystem. However, science has actually done
more to clean up pollution. Besides the reforestation of South
America, using magic to restore the ccosystem has had unpre-
dictable results. Instead, green-friendly nations such as Guatemala
turned to science, requisitioning genetically altered poplars, elder,
and bamboo trees to siphon up the toxic metals left behind from
years of illegal dumping.

The science worked in conjunction with governmental
protections. Governments, wealthy private citizens, and native
corporations all stepped forward to speak on the Earth’s behalf.
To protect biodiversity, no-hunting zones were established on
land and sea in the areas hardest hit by pollution, despeciation,
and other forms of biodegradation.
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© The private citizens Ecotope is referring to are dragons. Several
greats, including Lung and Ryumyo, have purchased land and set
it aside for wildlife. The Draco Foundation has been pouring money
into Iceland and Greenland to protect that part of the world from
industrial encroachment.

o \Winterhawk

© In the short term, the government protections are working—at
least in Australia. Economic studies have shown that limited com-
mercial fishing actually improved size and volume of fish caught by
twenty percent around these green zones.

o Kay St. Irregular

Science has prompted a green revolution in another way. We
have seen a slow reintroduction of species through cloning and
other techniques. Beginning with the foundation of the Native
American Nations, governments began to aggressively fund re-
search focused on eventually reintroducing species back into the
wild. On the North American continent, whole food chains were
reintroduced. Larger species such as the black and brown bear,
buffalo, elk, and moose have been reintroduced. These species
remain on the endangered list and are closely monitored by scien-
tists and eco-groups alike, but early indications suggest many will
eventually reach sustainable numbers.

Not all attempts at artificial restoration have been as suc-
cessful. In the early 2030s, a team of scientists working under
the direction of the Chinese government eradicated seventy-five
percent of the indigenous and non-indigenous species outside of
Wuyi Shan to combat a virulent strain of HIN9 avian flu. Their
intent was to replace the wildlife using samples collected prior
to the extermination. Unfortunately, only a small number of the
samples yielded growth. The international furor forced China to
discontinue its program.

A second controversial eradication happened in the 2040s
when scientists from what was then known as Yamatetsu lost track
of a bioengineered species of rabbit. The experimental species man-
aged to escape into the wild. Specimens were extremely invasive and
threatened to cause an imbalance to the ecosystem. The incident
garnered national media attention. The emperor reprimanded
Yamatetsu for failing to adhere to proper safety regulations.

In South America, doctors bioengineered once-extinct
cloud leopards and kept populations alive on private parks and
property. More recently, we have seen national parks exploited
by corporations as refuges and breeding grounds for their genetic
tests. Failures and questionable decisions will no doubt continue,
in spite of anyone’s best efforts at preservation.

THE FITTEST
There is no Yomi Island for storm dolphins. When the world

Awakened into a new age of magic, all manner of fauna faced
intrusion from novel species. With the natural order disrupted,
these paracritters found their ecological niches without regard
to metahuman restrictions and laws. The distinction between
mundane animals and paracritters arose out of the need for self-
preservation within the animal kingdom and our metahuman
desire to categorize what we fail to understand. Some metaspecies
exist within packs of normal creatures. Metaroos, for example, are
Awakened kangaroos that live within packs of mundane Australian

Word on the Street Interview

What'’s the difference between normal
and paranormal creatures?

“Paranormal creatures cast spells, right?”
—David, Seattle

“Paracritters are of the old world. They returned
to us during the Awakening like the unveiling of
a Tolkien fantasy.”

—Paris, Munich

“It's the next step in evolution. We live in a
new world, where you are required to adapt ei-
ther through magical or technological means.
Paranormal creatures are the ones best equipped
to deal with evolution.”

—Sarah, Boston

“Paranormal creatures, or metaspecies, possess

innate paranormal abilities, such as exceptional

resistance to diseases or poisons. Some even have

offensive or spell-based abilities that make them

extremely dangerous if allowed to roam free.”
—Constance, Hokkaido

kangaroos and often protect the pack from attack. Other species,
like the stormcrow, have separated from their progenitors because
of differences generated by their Awakening.

o By differences, Ecotope means legitimizing the term “murder of
crows.” Stormcrows are fiercely territorial, especially in regards to
their progenitors. The omnivares have been known to murder mun-
dane crows on sight.

© Glasswalker

Curiously, shapeshifters are seen as neither metahuman nor
beast, and they are generally treated as outcasts by both species.
This is the inherent problem of evolution. Often, the selected spe-
cies discovers that it has no place among its progenitors and must
find others like it to form a community. Unfortunately among
many of the Awakened species, they are so rare that they must find
a like-minded species with whom to coexist for survival.

Also working to find their place in the animal kingdom are
sapient races. Anyone with access to a trid knows about dragons,
but the average world citizen is barely aware that other non-
metahuman sapients exist. Though overlooked by metahuman
society, they are not without allies in their struggle for acceptance.
Several governments have created organizations to protect the few
rights granted to other sapients. Advocacy organizations also reach
out to metasapients. PETA and the World Wildlife Federation
are crucial to the drive for sapient rights. They provide sapients
with protected lands as well as the means to have a voice among
metahumanity. Finally, non-metahuman sapients have each other.
Sapient species and metaspecies often cooperate in recognition of
the threats they all face. Merrows, for example, work beside storm
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Aetherpedia Query:
Word on the Street Interview Database

Should sapient creatures have rights?

“What rights? Citizenship? Voting rights?
Marriage rights? Do you really want to see that
happen all over the world? They put a dragon in
the White House for fuck's sake.

—Stephan, UCAS

“I've heard the talk about sapients getting
rights, and | say why not? Sasquatch and centaurs
live among us with no difficulty. If these species
are willing to abide by the laws of our saciety, then
| have no problem welcoming them as equals.”

—Kelly, Tir Tairngire

“How do you define sapience? Is the orang-
utan who thinks to cover his head with leaves
to shield himself from the sun sapient? | think,
therefore | am? But how do you ascribe rights
to that? How do you force a separate species to
abide by metahuman law?”

—Tobias, Guatemala

dolphins to protect themselves from hunters as well as natural
predators, including krakens and megalodons.

///Begin Transcript///
Source: Interview with Badriya Yoruba
(Global Report, June 2071)

The laws of sapience vary globally, though the International Bill
of Meta-Human Rights (IBMHR) and the Corporate Court have
standards that signatory organizations are expected to heed. Western
culture acknowledges sapients but rarely extends us the courtesy of
metahuman law. There are exceptions. Sasquatches and dragons have
been made legal citizens. Yet naga are still considered pets in most
Western countries.

Recognition in Western nations often depends on how much
money or power your race commands. Acceptance only came for
castern centaurs once they had legal control of the Lake Louise
colony. Eastern cultures show a very different philosophy. Our cul-
tures still believe in the history that came before this Sixth World. In
Angkor, naga are worshipped as royalty. We Azanian Centaurs have
been treated as equals since the Awakening,

Some people fear that the rise of sapients will bring metahu-
man dominance to an end. Others see us as an interesting piece of
science to be caged, observed, and finally dissected. Bounty hunters
are paid top dollar to capture sapients so we may be domesticated.
Imagine a life lived from behind a cage where you perform tricks to
be rewarded with food. Far too many of us lead this life.

///End Transcript///

© The government of Yakut recognizes leshies as citizens. It's part of
their new social outlook. Give refuge to everyone who can help keep
your government afloat. The policy hasn't really worked. Despite

W A

having what's believed to be a sizable population, these beings
simply have no interest in interacting with other societies.
© Snopes

© Humanis is a major threat to non-metahuman sapients. They view
these people as an abomination that must be destroyed. They gen-
erate a lot of anti-sapient propaganda on the Matrix, riling up their
fringe members to go out there and bag a sapient for the cause.
Humanis strikes the young. They send in scouts to find out where
sapients are dwelling and then let the militants take action.

o Aufheben

® |sn't there anyone out there to stop Humanis from doing this?
© Baka Dabora

e Not really. The average person knows deep down that Humanis is
right. There are scattered support groups that tote animal rights but
most of them are hunt saboteurs like the Animal Rights Commission
(ARC) who are interested in preventing animal abuse but not putting
sapient beasts on the same footing as man.

© Marcos

EVERYDAY COMPANIONS

Animal life is an integral part of metahuman society. Every
kid has either owned or wanted a pet. We give them names like
Chopper or Sandy. We teach them to fetch. We feed and water
them. When they get too old, our parents tell us they went off to a
special farm where they can roam. We learn compassion for these
creatures that live alongside us. We engage in anthropomorphism,
expecting them to have the same ethical outlook on the world that
we do. If they die young, we flush them down the toilet or bury
them in a shoebox in the backyard.

But this is not our only daily interaction with animals.
Animals are our food, they protect our private spaces, and they
even help us make critical scientific advancements. In the 2070s,
animals are deeply integrated into our culture and belief systems.
In feral zones, where the death of a single goat could mean the
loss of food for a month, animal life is crucial to the survival of
metahuman life. PETA and their ilk have manned the battle lines
for years, reminding us that our survival depends on the animal
lives we so readily overlook. Here are just a few of the ways that
animals affect us every day.

HOUSE PETS

I grew up a cat person. Until university, I believed that dogs
were the genetic offspring of wolves, and everyone knows that wolves
are not meant for the metahuman world. It turns out that dogs are.
“Man’s best friend” is more accurately man’s best science experiment.
We have bred dogs the way high school kids breed fruit flies in sci-
ence class. Each successive generation bccoming more spccializcd, the
process more perfected.

Today, personalized pets are the norm. Be it dog, cat, snake,
gerbil, fish, or bird, you can tailor the breed that you want if you
have the cash. Have allergies? Go hairless. For a few nuyen more,
you can add extra genetic manipulations such as hypo-allergenic,
glow in the dark, stunted growth, and so on. Six to eight weeks
later, you can pick up your personalized pet security-tagged to
your SIN, inoculated, and spayed or neutered per the law.

Enm
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© Once upon a time, if you wanted a dog you'd go down to the local
Humane Society and browse the racks. That still happens from time
to time, but there are fewer and fewer such places. Unless the owner
is dead, the pound can check an RFID for owner info, and then send
the pet home along with a bill for the trouble.

© Sticks
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© Puppy mills have also been nearly eliminated, as traditional breed-
ing is no longer cost effective. Designer Genes and its competitors
have introduced dogs, cats, and custom pets engineered with popu-
lar features like hypoallergenic fur. They've priced many of them
cheap enough for the common man to buy.

® Pistons

House pets exist to please their metahuman companions. If
your little girl still wants a horse, you can order up a pony that stays
that way until the kid turns sixteen. But what happens when she turns
seventeen? Pet dumping is a global issue made worse by genetic engi-
neering. Most pets bred for indoor environments die quickly when
left to survive on their own. The ones that do make it turn feral, creat-
ing a dangerous problem, especially in suburban areas where there is
enough ground cover and prey for these creatures to thrive.

SECURITY CRITTERS

Guard dogs remain a key element in any security network.
Canines are cheaper than metahumans, they don’t go on strike, they
can’t be bought off, and usually they can’t be hacked. Other animals
have also become critical to the modern security network.

Today, biodrones take an increasing percentage of the secu-
rity responsibility. Rat and bird drones play an increased role in
providing covert protection in a discreet manner. Advancements
in cyberware have led to heavily armed attack dogs being net-
worked to a security hacker and upping the offensive power basic
security animals can provide.

Paranormal animals have been trained and added as expen-
sive options to security. The Barghest and Hellhound are the most
common, as dog trainers had a relatively short learning curve to
handling these beasts. However, the cockatrice, chimera, and oth-
ers have all been used effectively.

FOOD ANIMALS

Pollution and lack of working space challenged many animal
businesses in the first half of the 21st century. The introduction
of prion diseases stifled imports and exports, and by 2015 forty
percent of the world’s meat industry went bankrupt. This, along-
side increasing fungal problems with many of the world’s crops,
allowed the dominance of soy as food for over half a century. To
get back into the game, companies turned to smaller animals like
crickets, frogs, and krill for food production, as they are easier to
farm and process into larger imitation foodstuffs. Larger species
such as cows, sheep, and even chickens are now considered luxury
foods due to the high cost at which they must be sold in order
to sustainably farm them. We have science to thank for giving us
cheap substitutes cultured in living laboratories.

SCIENCE’S LITTLE DARLINGS
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physiological traits with metahumans that make them valuable for
studying diseases and treatments. Under different sets of corporate
laws, it varies to what extent animal testing is performed as opposed
to other solutions, including computer simulation. Most of the sci-
entific testing performed on these species has occurred for hundreds
of years. At the same time, new studies emerge daily—including
those tied to the interactions of modern science and magic.

From the scientific perspective, there has been an upswing in
cybernetic interface testing. Scientists use critters with physiologies
similar to metahumans before running metahuman function tests.
The belief that non-sapient fauna can be wired to the Matrix and
perform instinctually in that setting has led to a whole host of novel
tests. On the magic side, experimentation with spell formulas and
spirit hosting has led to a phenomenon of spirit life mimicking ani-
mal life. I will discuss each in turn.

Technocritters

Electronic pets have been around since the 20th century.
These were initially simple scripts or semi-autonomous know-
bots with a rudimentary level of understanding akin to that of
a common animal. Over the last few years, scientists have begun
investigating claims of electronic pets that have a physical form.
These “technocritters” are named for their similarity to the meta-
humans we call technomancers.

® VYes, kids, the word of the day is bullshit.
© Baka Dabora

© No, read my posting on technocritters. This is legitimate.
© Smiling Bandit

House pets, predators, and even insects have been identified
as technocritters. Some hackers have had limited success in com-
municating with these digital entities. Based on early analysis, these
personas do originate from host bodies. The electronic wolf wander-
ing across nodes has a meat body waiting for it somewhere in the
natural world. How this occurs is a matter of endless speculation.

Spirits

Magical phenomena are subject to endless research. As
our understanding of basic principles grows, thaumaturgists
work towards deeper revelations about the metaplanes, cycles
of magic, and interactions with various species. Spirit hosting
research gained notoriety during the Chicago Incident, when
we discovered that sapient spirits could aggressively invade a
metahuman host.

The Incident led many state and corporate entities to un-
dertake research to combat this phenomenon. Researchers began
experimenting with various types of spirit hosting, generally using
animals as hosts. Once released from binding, many of these spirits
were able to continue existing on our plane. Often, they chose to
retain their animal forms. Other free spirits have assumed animal
lives without being summoned. This animal mimicry lacks a scien-
tific basis, but it may be due to a spirit’s lifestyle choice.

THE HUNTERS’ WORLD

Today, several species are under threat of extinction because
of the metahuman element. There are species harvested for scien-
tific research and food or bred for so long in captivity that they are
no longer capable of surviving in the wild. Many value their parts
or hides, so we hunt them. In some instances, hunting these species

is legal sport designed to curb a burgeoning animal population.
In other instances, it is punishable by death. Subsistence hunting
has been allowed in most civilized nations as animal populations
have risen. Native tribes in the NAN, South America, Africa, and
China have reestablished wildlife refuges, returning the land to
the wild. Many also establish zones outside of these refuges for
subsistence hunting. With proper licensing, a tribal member can
hunt deer, elk, and others for food. The same types of licensing
requirements exist for fishing throughout most of the Sixth World.

This puts some governments directly in the crosshairs of po-
litically savvy animal rights groups like Save Our Seas and Sierra
Inc. Animal rights groups don’t agree with the population control
argument. They point to North and South America, where hunt-
ing an animal in one nation would be illegal over a border just a
few miles away. These groups suggest that animals should be safely
relocated to parts of the world where they are underpopulated as
opposed to letting them collect in small pockets only to be gunned
down under the guise of overpopulation.

The worst offenders, nations such as Aztlan, Japan, and the
UCAS as well as some members of the Corporate Court, attract
the militant attention of TerraFirst! These ecoterrorists repeatedly
spotlight the cruelties that these nations condone. Media atten-
tion intensifies the dispute between corporations and nations over
what is actually allowable. While they promote themselves as eco-
friendly, Japanese corporations continue to harvest whales in the
name of science, but we know the parts just end up as a delicacy
on some exec’s plate.

e Legal hunting isn't always fun and games. Predators get con-
cerned when hunters come nosing around their territory. But if
you're in a place that has regular hunting, then the predators will
usually leave you alone.

© Glasswalker

o Other times local predators will decide to come after you. That
happened to us on a recent trip. This corp stiff was playing with his
gun, pointing it at a pygmy goat that had wandered into our camp
and pretending to pull the trigger. Out of nowhere comes this lion-
ess, big as day. The thing was on him faster than my wires can move
me, biting and scratching until he couldn’t move any more. We had
to put her down and medevac the camper. Our guide figured she was
hunting that goat and felt a little angry about some weekend warrior
taking away her kill. After that | started putting up a perimeter and
keeping watch at night.

® Rigger X

o Even after you've dealt with the critters, the metahuman ele-
ment sneaks up on you. Preserve security guards are always circling
every dead carcass like some kind of four-wheeled fly. They won't let
you take the body off their land without you paying a species fee.
Depending on the breed, that could cost up to 3500 nuyen. The police
aren’t the only ones that you need to beware. Places like the NAN,




Azania, and Tasmania are filled with rogue tribes or rebels that just
don't agree with what the government says you can do on their land.
© Kane

I bring this up because the legal hunting of protected spe-
cies is the biggest problem that no one talks about. In some ways,
nations and corporations quietly support the hunt by providing
access to rare critters. The fine line is distinguishing between
awareness and spectacle. Many nations offer safaris and national
park tourism. The money made from these practices funds con-
servation projects to help preserve species on display.

Unfortunately, the more access people have to rare species, the
more likely that someone will want to own one. There is a high level of
prestige that comes with owning a rare pet, and there is no shortage of
buyers for exotic animals. Nor is there a shortage of people willing to
provide such rarities, for the right price. Wildlife trafficking and smug-
gling has blossomed into an 80 billion nuyen industry, which is enough
to make even high-level government officials avert their eyes. In 2068,
Japan’s speaker of the house, Yohei Eda, was arrested for his role in an
illegal whaling operation. Eda’s company had been selling whale parts
on the black market for close to 5 million nuyen a year. Black market
animal trading is very similar to organlegging. In some regions, the
cartels can profit more from illegal animal parts than from narcotics.

Moving fauna has gotten even easier lately thanks to govern-
ments muddying the waters with conflicting policies. With global
political instability, it has become difficult to keep up with what is
legal. There are different laws under different regimes, which make
it impossible to keep a species on the protected list long enough
to make a recovery. Even when the laws stay on the books, it only
takes a bribe to make law enforcement look the other way.

o | did a field trip to Amazonia last year. The toughest part of our job
wasn't bagging the prey, it was dodging local authorities as we made
our way back out. Cops down there believe in shoot first, shoot some
more, then file a report about the corpses they “found.”

© Glasswalker

o |llegal safaris are like shadowruns—your last job is your calling card.
If you want to build clients, you have to prove that you have what it
takes to go to the tough places. Places like Amazonia or the Ring of
Fire. The rich clients want to go where it's dangerous to travel, then
they want to successfully hunt there.

© Mika

The problem is more apparent in species that have not been
around long enough to have gained rights. A significant number of
Awakened species are sought after for live capture. In addition to the
highly coveted sapient races, seadraka and barghests have been gain-
ingalot of attention on the black market. Seadraka have a number of
unusual genetic rearrangements suggesting that they aren’t a naturally
occurring species, which has scientists curious. Barghests, though dif-
ficult to train, have become increasingly popular for security duties.

© | get a lot of requests to track down wodewaose for corp scientists.
The creatures have an unusual ability to carry metahuman diseases
without being affected by them. The people | work for think that
wodewose could be helpful in creating antibodies to modern diseases.
o DangerSensei

o Ditto for wild minotaur, but the bounty here is limited to females.
There are at least 27 parabiological institutes worldwide offering
better than 200K for a living female.

© Sticks

Any type of hunting is available if you're willing to take the risk
and spend the money to make it happen. From time to time, Mr.
Johnson may be looking for runners to escort a client who wants
to try low-tech hunting. It’s usually corporate bigwigs desperate to
put some miles on their bows, but it might be a street runner or
martial artist who has decided to go hand-to-hand with a bear on a
bet. There are organizations that specialize in this type of thing. A
group of former Jaguar Guards living in the Yucatan lead what they
call Sangre Cazar. The only rule for these types of activities is you
pay in advance.

© There's a BrightEdge offshoot down in Morocco that has been
running combat tours through Cambodia. The idea is you face off
against hostile native wildlife using only whatever implant weap-
onry you have. Turnout has been pretty high over the last two years.
Of course, so has the casualty rate.

© Kane

The guide fee is only one of the tithes expected from modern
hunters. With the increase of magic and spirits, religious beliefs
have hclpcd establish a culture of caring and respect for animals,
especially in tribal regions. Any hunter who took game without
thanking the spirits will need to be wary. Outsiders may pay double
or more because their presence tends to upset the spirits watching
over a flock.

The return of magic has also created a market for Awakened
species. Some animals are hunted just for the meat. Sources tell me
that peryton and wild satyr have both been used as special ingre-
dients by top chefs. While the killing of those particular animals
is often illegal, some of the new species can be hunted legally for
food. Devil jack diamond steaks sell for 100 nuyen a plate outside
of North America, making them the Kobe beef of the 21st century.

© Hunting sapients is no less obscene than hunting metahumans,
but it happens. Scientists, even collectors, pay top nuyen for sapient
creatures. The price goes up if you can bring it in alive.

® (lasswalker

© There are also people who just want to keep them as pets. The
ultra rich try to show off to each other by acquiring unique posses-
sions. Imagine bringing the CEO over to your mansion to show her
the storm dolphin you've been keeping in a private pool.

o Dr. Spin

o Metahumans will hunt anything that presents a challenge.
Sometimes we even hunt our neighbors—it pays the bills.
© Sticks

Sometimes parting out an animal is more profitable than sell-
ing the whole thing. Many ancient mystic remedies carry magical
healing properties. Some of those remedies require rare animal
parts that the sick party must wear or ingest. Stymphalian eggs and
a mermaidSs pituitary gland are both thought to be aphrodisiacs—

RO TR T e 1

"\OTBUH THWIUY




ANIMAL KINGDOM ...

LU R R R R ]

both are sold separately on the black market for hundreds of nuyen.
Animal parts are also used as spell components in some magical tra-
ditions. Modernists frown on the practice because of the potential
confusion with blood magic.

o PETA takes particular exception to the use of newly Awakened
species as food. The organization has been known to boycott res-
taurants that sell dishes containing Awakened meat. Generally, the
boycotts lead to a health services investigation. When the boycotts
don’t work, they get dirty: harassing the chefs and threatening vio-
lence against them and their families. A chef at Seattle's Blue Room
had his car bombed last year when word leaked that his seafood
surprise was actually meistersinger meat.

® Riser

Ivory is still considered a symbol of wealth, much to the displea-
sure of the elephants assassinated yearly for their tusks. Ivory is joined
by saber-tooth cat tusks, wild satyr horns, and bandersnatch pelts as
the most widely hunted animal parts. Moving animal parts and furs
has been a long time staple of the Vory’s criminal empire. The crime
syndicate has built networks throughout the world dedicated to the
safe passage of their material. Vladivostok is known to be the heart
of the network, but it is unclear who actually runs the operation.

© Check the employee roster for Evo's shipping organization. I'm
sure you'll find someone who can point you towards the smugglers.
o Mihoshi Oni

o (olden boar tusks are highly regarded as ingredients for telesma.
Unfortunately there are no more than 800 of the species left in the
world, so acquiring a tusk is rare indeed.

® Lyran

POACHERS

The largest problem in wildlife preservation is poaching,
the theft of fish or game from protected areas. A poacher treats
a wildlife preserve like the neighbor’s farm. They take what they
want and don’t care what happens next. Poaching is dangerous
to the environment. Popular hunting targets such as wolves helps
curb the growth of less hunted breeds such as squirrels or raccoon.
Deer and their counterparts play a role in dispersing plant seeds
throughout their habitat. If the species are wiped out, then the
habitat can become unstable.

Hunting advocacy groups attempt to blame the problem on
hostile Awakened creatures. A few bush tribes have bought into
this philosophy. Under their jurisdictions, poachers are permitted
to hunt the Awakened breeds with the intent that mundane breeds
will prosper in their absence.

o |t would take a fool to believe a poacher. Someone high up in the
tribe must be getting paid by the poachers to smooth things out
with their people.

© Haze

o African tribes are not always driven by money. With the constant
struggle between the tribes, leaders often sacrifice their land in
exchange for military support and weapons.

® Kane

Poachers are hunters with one fundamental difference. A

hunter kills for sport, but a poacher kills for volume. Poachers are
paid based on the number of animals they bring to market, while
a hunter is paid for the quality or scarcity of his victims. Poachers
hunt everything from wolves to bison. These aren’t rare animals,
but they will become rare if poaching isn’t stopped. Except for
green countries like Amazonia or Tasmania, governmental wildlife
preserve agents don’t have the manpower to stop poachers. Not all
governments enforce their poaching laws.

e The government is part of the problem in Aztlan. High-ranked
officials head several of the country’s poaching rings. If the police
get too close to the operation, then the officials pull them off the
investigation. They have even been known to kill officers who do
not cooperate.

© Marcos

© The terrorist group La Venta used evidence of corruption in the
Department of Wildlife to justify the Cinco de Mayo massacre. Sixty-
eight government employees were killed in Tenochtitlan when a
Distrito Federal office building was bombed during an office party.
© Beaker

o | heard Cinco de Mayo was actually a professional hit on Aztech
Senior VP Carmelita Rocha. She was supposed to put in an appear-
ance at the party with members of the Wildlife Preservation Board,
but she didn't show up.

© Riser

Animals used to stand a chance of avoiding poachers, but
technology has made that impossible. Poachers have sophisticated
traps to capture the animals. At times, these devices include military-
grade weapons tested by poachers for various corporations. It’s a
sweetheart deal. The poachers get tougher weapons, while the corps
get field testing. Poachers also form alliances with local smuggling
syndicates, paying them off with weapons or corporate contacts to
move poached fauna out of the area.

o Don't overlook the role of the pirates, especially in minor nations
where we are what passes for law on the open seas. Poached goods
move through pirate waters, sometimes carried by the pirates them-
selves and sometimes by corporate vessels that leave port without
the poached goods and then make an exchange with one of our
ships on the open sea.

© Kane

ANIMAL CONTROL

Most animal rights groups believe that all bounty hunting
should be illegal, but you’'ll be glad that hunters are out there
when you spot a loup garou hustling down Madison Avenue.
Legal bounty hunting, or animal control, has made professions
like the ratcatcher crucial; only today it’s devil and demon rats that
exterminators chase through attics.

The Awakening blurred the lines between hunting and pest
control, as Awakened species often disrupted the food web, caus-
ing sudden overpopulation. Australia has the most problems with
wild population. Most countries offer a reward to track down
something that doesn’t belong. Corporations sometimes offer in-
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centives to exterminate pests from their buildings as quickly and
quietly as possible.

The more destructive paracritters can disrupt businesses
and pose a threat to customers. These creatures often hold a fixed
government bounty. In Australia, bounties are by the pound for
smaller animals such as rabbits and rats and for each individual