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did not fundamentally change anything, but built on the successful
reforms already in place (most notably the 1791 drill regulation and
Jourdan’s conscription law), fixed the establishment of the army and
spent money on it once again. Although France’s infantrymen were
not quite the citizen-soldiers the revolutionaries had envisaged,
neither were they the social pariahs of the ancien régime. Under the
Consulate, men in uniform acquired a new-found social prestige
backed by a confidence inspired by wartime success.

Putigny, a teenage recruit in the Régiment Navarre in 1791, who had
risen to the rank of sergent-major in the Consulship, perhaps sums up a
soldier’s view of things: Bonaparte, he believed, had returned the army
to the condition it had been in when he had enlisted in 1791. During
one of the First Consul’s inspections, he saw Bonaparte ‘was interested
in everything, asking us familiarly what we were doing, if we had been
paid, if we were happy. ... On leaving, he tasted our soup and one heard
him say in his jerky tone “It’s good, but I want them to have more; and
these walls are dirty — get them painted.” His orders were followed: the
bedding was improved, the walls painted and soup was in abundance.
The sous-officiers each received a book on military theory and our
instruction was perfected. ... Order, our well-being and discipline
steadily improved. Our demi-brigades returned to the old title of régiment,
each retaining their number. ... Our commander was henceforth called
colonel, or “le colon” as we said.” Not long after, these regiments would

be ordered to the camps around Boulogne and honed into the future  gypply wagons and card playing

Emperor’s legendary Grande Armée. French soldiers by Kobell.




GLOSSARY

Ancien régime (Lit. former regime). Period before the
Revolution.

Cadenettes Hair plaits worn on the side of the head, in
front of the ear.

Chasseur Light infantry or cavalryman.

De Ligne Lit. of the line.

Drogue Popular card game played by two pairs.

Eclaireur Scout. Also refers to ad hoc avant-garde units
formed by revolutionary units.

En avant! Lit. ‘Forwards!’

En tirailleur Deployed in skirmish formation.

Escouade Squad of men under a caporal.

Faisceau A stack of muskets supported by interlocked
bayonets.

Fusil Musket.

Gamelle Cook pot shared by up to seven men.

Habit Soldier's coat.

Hausse-col Symbol of officer rank, worn around the neck.

La grenouille (Lit. the frog). Squad kitty for food ete.

Légére Light troops

Légion Body of troops raised to fight in the advanced
guard, composed of infantry, cavalry and artillery.

liberty-tree A young tree, surmounted by a red Phrygian
cap (bonnet de liberté), was a common symbol of the
Revolution.

Livre (Lit. Pound). Unit of weight and monetary value.

Maréchaussée Forerunner of the gendarmerie, charged
with policing the countryside, keeping the roads safe for
travellers and capturing deserters.

Muscadin Anti-Jacobin Muscadins were nouveau riche who,
after La Terreur, indulged in decadent lifestyles and had a
flamboyant, sometimes scandalous, dress sense.

Pas accéléré Accelerated pace of 100 steps per minute.

Pas de charge Attack pace, usually about 120 steps per minute.

Patience A thin piece of wood used for protecting the
uniform cloth while polishing buttons.

Sans-culote (Lit. without breeches). Properly a Jacobin
revolutionary, but a term often given to French soldiers
by foreigners.

Sous-officier Non-commissioned officer (not including caporal).

Serre-file (Lit. close-file). The fourth rank where the officers
and NCOs were located.

Tripoli (Or rottenstone). A siliceous limestone used as
powder for polishing metal.

Veste Sleeved fatigue jacket worn by soldiers under, or in
place of, their habit.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Bial, Jean Pierre, Les carnets de colonel 1792-1814
(1926)

Cailloux, Francois-René, dit Pouget, Souvenirs de
guerre 1790-1831 (1997)

Chuquet, Arthur (ed.), Lettres de 1792 (1911)

Chuquet, Arthur (ed.), Lettres de 1793 (1911)

Coignet, Jean Roch (ed. Lorédan Larchey), Les
cahiers du capitaine Coignet, 1799-1815 (1890)

Ernouf, Souvenirs militaries d’un jeune abbé, soldat de
la république, 1793-1801 (1881)

Forrest, Alan, Soldiers of the French Revolution
(1990)

Gervais, A la conquéte de I'Europe (1939)

Girault Philippe-René, Les campagnes d'un musicien
d’Etat-Major (1901)

Godart, Roch (ed. ]J.B. Antoine), Memoires du
Général Roch Godart, 1792-1815 (1895)

Joliclerc, Francois, foliclerc, Voloniaire aux armées de
ta revolution: Ses lettres, 1793—-1796 (1905)

Le Roy, Claude EM, Souvenirs de C.EM. Le Roy,
major d'infanierie veteran des armes de la
République et UEmpire, 1767-1851 (1908)

Loy, L, Historiques du 84e régiment (1905)

Lynn, John A., Bayonets of the Republic (1996)

Maury, E. (ed.), Lettres de volontaires républicains,
17911794 (1901)

Picard, Ernest (ed.}, Au service de la nation: Lettres
de volontaires, 1792-1798. (1914)

Piéron, Lieutenant, Histoire d’un régiment la 32
demi-brigade (1775-1890) (1890)
Pion des Loches, Antoine, Mes

1792-1815 (1889)

Putigny, Putigny, grognard d’Empire (1950)

Routier, Capitaine Léon-Michel, Récits d'un
soldat de la République et de U'Empire 1792-1830
(2001)

Simon, Claude, Corvespondance de Claude Simon,
lieutenant de grenadiers du regiment du Walsh au
armées Nord, des Arvdennes, et de Sambre-et-Meuse,
1792-1793 (1899)

Vivien, Jean Stanislas, Souvenirs de ma vie militaire
1792-1822 (1907)

Vuillemin, Henri, Du silex au Piston. La grande
aventure des fusils réglementaives francais
1717-1865 (Tradition hors série No. 2)
(1997)

campagnes

A visit to the collections in Paris, at Musée de
I’Armée and the Musée de Carnavalet, are highly
recommended, while the palace of Versailles
coniains many famous paintings. The Military
Archives at Vincennes hold a wealth of surviving
inspection reports, organisational changes,
service records, registers, and a library holding
many regimental histories. Outside Paris, the
Musée de I'Emperi in Salon de Provence and
the Musée de I'Armée in Brussels are both
of interest. Most major Eurcpean military
collections and battlefield museums (including
Marengo) hold artefacts relating to the period.
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COLOUR PLATE COMMENTARY

A: STANDARD BEARER, 1793

The regimental colours decreed on 30 June 1781 were
carried by a sergent-major (1) with the battalion’s caporaux
fouriers (company quartermasters) forming a colour guard
around him. Normally the flag was carried in the right hand,
with the pole resting on the right hip, but in battle the flag
was held at the base of the pole and carried sloped over the
right shoulder. The 1791 flag carried the motto ‘Discipline
and Obedience to the Law'. It sported the dual symbols of
monarchy (fleurs de lys) and the nation (the tricolour edging).
After France became a republic (22 September 1792) all
symbols of monarchy were abolished: the fleurs de lys
symbols were covered over by tricolour patches, while the
pike head (2) was filed down into a lozenge or replaced. The
sergent-major’s leather casque carries the tricolour cockade

(3) and also a non-regulation tricolour plume. Soldiers often
decorated their bonnet de pofice or forage cap (4) with
republican symbolism and patriotic messages (5).

On 1 August 1792 the Legislative Assembly ordered the
manufacture of half a million pikes due to a shortage of
muskets. Although most units would receive muskets before
reaching the frontline, many saw pikes as more than a
simple stopgap. In the early years of the war a cult had
developed among many tacticians who thought that French
troops were best employed on the offensive and that
bayonets were their natural weapon. Although French
armies had abandoned the pike before 1700, to the
revolutionary sans-cufotes in government the pike was the
weapon of the ‘sovereign people’ and even more suitable
than the bayonet to achieve battlefield success. Political

RIGHT A translation of the first verse of Rouget de Lisle’s La Marseillaise,
which was first performed in Strasbourg on 20 April 1792 and first sung in
Paris by fédérées from Marseille. Bial first heard the song in Brussels’
Grand Theatre: ‘At the end of the show, the stalls asked with loud cries for
the new hymn of the French, which was already famous, although only
known a short time. An actor came forwards before the scenery and sung
la Marseillaise in a strong, fine tone. After the first verse, the room
resounded with cries of: Vive la France! Vive les Francais! Everyone was
standing and the women in the boxes waved their handkerchiefs. ... The
next morning, la Marseillaise was sung in all the streets and squares.’

BELOW Marking the 14 July celebrations in 1792, 20,000 representatives
from the provincial National Guard (fédérées) were invited by the National
Assembly to Paris. Arriving belatedly on 30 July, the fédérées from

LA MARSEILLAISE
Arize children of the Homeland.
The day of glory has arrived;
Against us tyranny's
Bloody standard is raised.
Do you hear in the countryside,
The roar of those bloodthirsty soldiers?
They are coming into our midst
To cut the throats of our sons, our wives!
To arms citizens!
Form your battalions,
March, march,

Marseille (pictured) arrived singing Roger de Lisle's new patriotic song.
Falling in with extremist democrats, the fédérées demanded the King's
immediate abdication and attacked the Tuilleries Palace on 10 August, a
move precipitating the fall of the Bourbon monarchy.

Let impure blood
Water our furrows




orators deluded themselves into thinking battalions of
pikemen would be a match for well-trained, musket-firing
enemy troops. A selection of pike heads (6) are shown
bearing the stamp ‘AN’ standing for the Atefiers Nationaux,
the state-owned workshops where they were manufactured.

B: RECRUITMENT

Before the Revolution, the traditional method of infantry
recruitment had been racofage — the soliciting of recruits in
town squares and taverns on market and fte days. In
garrison, splendidly attired recruitment parties, consisting of
an officer, sergent and drummers, would attract recruits by
playing martial music and displaying posters. The racoleurs
would promise adventure, glory and a hefty signing-on
bounty to all would-be recruits. If no recruits were
farthcoming, the racoleurs were known to target drunks, or
resort to strong-arm tactics.

The process was not entirely without scruples. Jean
Stanislas Vivien recalls how he ultimately failed in his
attempt to enlist in the regular army: ‘One morning | went to
sign up at the home of the Régiment de Berwick’s colonel.
“My friend,” said that brave man, “you appear too young to
contract a voluntary engagement: do you have your parent’s
consent?” “No colonel,” | replied to him, “but | will get it.” —
“But my friend, you do not have the required height for
military service in a regiment of the line!” — “Colonel, it will
not be lacking, | am only fifteen years old, | will grow and one
day | will be one of your best grenadiers.” — “But my friend,
you do not have the strength to carry a musket with bayonet,
a haversack and a cartridge box with cartridges inside!” —

A trio of musicians rehearse. Music played a significant part
in the government’s plan to revolutionise the French army.
Although journals were printed for the soldiers to read,
nothing could beat the power of song in keeping the
revolutionary spirit alive.

‘ba'de de L'An

“Colonel, willingness and courage will hold me in place until
that comes.” - “Oh well my friend, since you have such a
fine temperament for the King's service, take yourself with
this ticket to the home of the regimental treasurer who will
sign you up and pay you forty francs.™ Vivien's parents were
pleased that he had signed up, but his uncle was less
enthusiastic and managed to have him released after going
to the Colonel ‘to annul the engagement contract and pay
back the forty francs | had received from the treasurer.’

C: DEPARTURE

National Guard volunteers prepare to leave Paris for the
camps on the frontier. The enthusiasm that greeted the call
for volunteers in the summer of 1791 came in response to a
very real fear that the Revolution was threatened by foreign
powers. Rumours of an émigré army lead by Prince de
Condé forming across the border were increased after Louis
XVI was caught attempting to flee France at Varennes. This
counter-revolutionary army presented itself as a ‘crusader
army’ going to save Paris, the ‘New Jerusalem’ against the
infidel revolutionaries or sans-cofotes. The Declaration of
Pilnitz and the Brunswick manifestoc made it clear that
Austria and Prussia supported the émigrés and were
prepared to use force to restore Louis XVI's absolute
authority.

The volunteers of 1791 brought more than simple
enthusiasm, as a large number of them had previously seen
military service. A large proportion of their battalion
commanders were former nobles, with 85 per cent having
had prior military experience. More than a third of volunteer
officers had previously served as caporaux or sergents; with
more than 12 per cent of captains having served in those
ranks for seven years or more. The officer corps was
assisted by a substantial number of sous-officiers who had
served in the royal army. The consequence of this was that
there was a good cadre of former soldiers to train and lead
the untried volunteers. Even with this last group (79 per cent
of whom were under 25 years of age), it must not be
discounted that many had already received basic training in
the National Guard before heading off to the camps along
the frontier.

D: FEU DE PELETON

When in line formation, a battalion could deliver volleys in
three ways: by battalion, by half battalion or by company
(peleton). Although the feu de bataiffon would deliver a
devastating volley, it would leave the battalion vulnerable
during the 20-30 seconds it took to reload. Firing by wings
or feu de demi-bataillon, alleviated this concern, while feu de
peleton offered greater security still. On the battalion
commander giving the command - feu de peleton,
commencez le feu — the captains would retire from the front
rank to the centre of their company, two paces to the rear of
the serez file. The companies would then fire in succession,
starting with the first company, then third, fifth and seventh,
followed by the second, fourth, sixth and eighth.

French infantry were trained to fire volleys in three ranks.
To accomplish this, on the command Armes, the front rank
(where the tallest men were placed) would kneel before
bringing the musket to full cock. On the command Joue
(present), the men in the third rank would take an eight-inch
sidewards step with the right foot so that their muskst
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cleared the shoulder of the man in front of them. On the
command Feu (fire) all three ranks would fire simultaneously.
The front rank would stand up on the command Chargez
{load), when all three ranks would reload without further
command in the guickest possible time. The firing would
continue until a ceasefire was ordered by a roll on the drums.

E: DEPLOYEZ LA COLONNE

Obstacles and difficult terrain often forced battalions to
advance in narrow, deep columns and risk deploying back
into line under enemy fire. The versatile colonne d’attaque
{attack column) countered this handicap by allowing the
lead division to open fire immediately while the rest of the
column deployed from behind it. To deploy, the commander
gave the command ‘deployez la cofonne’. On the command
‘bataiflon, a droite et a gauche’, the front division (fourth and
fifth companies} would halt, while the companies behind
faced outwards. On the command: ‘pas accéléré — marchel’
they would step off at 100 paces a minute and take their
position in the line.

In the meantime, the lead division would begin a species
of independent firing called the fev de deux rangs. Unlike
volley firing, only the front two ranks fired and then only by
files from the right, causing a ripple effect. The second and

third ranks would then exchange muskets, and another
ripple-fire would begin. After firing, each man would quickly
reload and fire independently. As each company came into
line and aligned itself on the centre, they too would
commence firing.

F: BAPTISM OF FIRE

Line infantry help hard-pressed chasseurs clear Austrian
skirmishers from a wood in 1792. The opening of hostilities
saw many outpost clashes in which the French identified a
shortage of light infantry. As well as increasing the number
of chasseur battalions, companies of volunteer skirmishers
and special combined-arms légions were raised. Many line
regiments selected men from among the hardiest and the
best shots to make up ad-hoc light infantry units as they had
done in the Seven Years War. Putigny talked about the
formation of these écfaireur companies, the forerunners of
the Napoleonic voltigeurs. Putigny explained they were

Light infantry carabiniers were originally selected from the
best shots in each company and were often armed with
rifled carbines. Increasingly they became used as shock
troops like grenadiers.




composed of ‘eight men per company detached out in front
to reconnoitre difficult ground’.

Some line regiments were sent in to bolster the avant-
garde divisions of the various armies, or at least furnish
detachments. In the American War of Independence
{(1775-83) French infantry battalions had included a
company of chasseurs. D'Hastrel recalled how this practise
was revisited: ‘Our colonel received the order to form two
companies of chasseurs destined to for the army’s
advanced guard, which were to be commanded by willing
officers.’

Some French light troops were armed with rifled carbines
{see plate H) to counter those used by Austrian skirmishers.
However, their slow rate of fire (four times slower than a
smooth-bored musket), the need for special ammunition and
a tendency for the barrel to foul, making it difficult to
hammer home the ball, meant that the 1777-pattern musket
remained the preferred weapon of French skirmishers.

G: CROSSING THE ALPS

One of the most famous feats performed by revolutionary
infantrymen was the backbreaking task of hauling the Armée
de Reéserve's artillery over the St Bernard Pass in May 1800.
Of particular note were the soldiers of the 96e demi-brigade
who refused payment of a bounty for their labour. After the
campaign, Bonaparte rewarded its grenadiers by issuing
them with bearskin caps. Coignet’s account of that feat
recalled: 'Each of the guns was placed in a trough; at the
end of the frough there was a large mortise by which to drag
the gun, managed by a strong and intelligent gunner with
forty grenadiers under his orders ... The next morning at
daybreak, our master placed us by twenties at our pieces,
ten on each side of a gun. | was put in the first place, to the
right, in front; it was the most dangerous side, because it
was next to the precipices. Then we started off with our
three pieces. Two men carried each axle-tree, two carried a
wheel, four carried the upper part of the caisson, eight
carried the chest, eight others the muskets. Every one had

Joliclerc sent his mother an
inventory of his uniform: ‘1
march without socks, with
trousers that | made from
an apron | found in the
Vendée. | have a good habit,
a good veste, fine breaches
and a good overcoat made
of heavy mountain cloth,
which is almost new and
hardly used because it is
too hot and too heavy. |
would want you to have it,
as you could make a good
skirt. | took it from a house
in Condé. | will make some
winter trousers from it. |
have a pair of new shoes in
my haversack, two shirts, a
pair of canvas gaiters, a
neck scarf and a
handkerchief.”

his special duty and position. It was a most terrible journey.
From time to time there were commands of “Halt” or
“Advance”, and not a word was spoken. All this was mere
pastime, but when we reached the snow, matters became
more serious. The road was covered with ice, which cut our
shoes and our gunner could not manage his piece; it slipped
constantly. He was obliged to mount it anew. This man
needed all his courage to be able to hold out; “Halt”
“Advance!” he cried every moment, and all moved on in
silence. We had gone over a league of this terrible road, and
it was necessary to give us a moment to rest and to put on
some new shoes, for those we had on were in tatters ... We
started off again well shod. “Come, my horses,” said our
gunner, “fall in, advance. When we reach the snow fields, we
shall move more easily and not have so much trouble.” We
did reach those terrible fields of perpetual snow, and found
less difficulty; our gun-trough slid along more rapidly ... After
the greatest exertion we reached the foot of the monastery.
For four hundred feet the ascent is very rapid, and we could
see that some troops had gone on ahead of us. The road
had been opened and paths cut out leading to the
monastery.’

H: CHASSEUR, 1800

One of the most noticeable tactical innovations of the
revolutionary period was the deployment of mass skirmish
screens in battle. The light infantry’s fighting role had
traditionally been limited to the petit guerre — the war of
outposts and patrols. In pitched battle, light infantry would
often screen the wings of the army, leaving the heavy
infantry to slug it out in the centre, joining in the pursuit or
covering a retreat. During the Revolutionary Wars, increasing
numbers of infantrymen fought dispersed en tirailfeur. Their
function was to screen advancing columns by peppering the
enemy line with musketry. Enemy officers were priority
targets as the tirailleurs looked to disrupt enemy command
and control capabilities. They would also target enemy
artillery crews, thus reducing the casualties in the advancing
columns behind. Although all infantry were able to perform
this role, light infantrymen were preferred as they were more
used to operating independently - line troops often feeling
vulnerable away from the security of the closed ranks. (See
Warrior 57 for more on French skirmishing tactics.)

The standard infantry weapon of the war was the 1777-
pattern fusil d’infanterie, shown here disassembled (1) along
with bayonet (2), sabre-briguet (3). The 1777-pattern musket,
the “five foot clarinet’ as it was nicknamed, weighed between
4.5 and 4.7 kilos. It was 1.52 metres in length with a 17.5
millimetre calibre barrel measuring 1.137 metres. In 1793 the
Committee of Public Safety crdered the manufacture of the
carbine de Versailles, a rifled barrelled carbine (4) but it failed
to make the desired impact (see plate F). The carbine’s
specifications were: length 1.025 metres, barrel length 0.65
metres, weight 3.450 kilos; calibre 13.5 milimetres.

During the Consular period, armes d’honneur (weapons of
honour} were introduced as the forerunner to the famous
légion d’honneur. Deserving infantrymen were awarded the
fusil d’honneur, which carried a silver plagque (5) on the
musket stock with the recipient’s name and a brief citation.
Distinguished drummers were awarded silver-plated
drumsticks, and for officers the coveted sabre d’honneur
was accompanied by double pay.
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