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AUSTRIAN GRENADIERS
& INFANTRY 1788-1816

side from the Peninsula and Napoleon’s 1807 campaign, Austrian
troops played some part in every major campaign of the
Revolutionary/Napoleonic Wars. Despite suffering defeats against
Napoleon prior to May 1809, Austrian troops, under commanders such as
Archduke Charles and Paul Kray, inflicted defeats on French armies
throughout the period.

Janus-like, Austria looked in two directions, also facing
south against the Ottoman Turks, whose border had sta-
bilised along the Save and Danube rivers. Although the
Turkish threat had largely evaporated, just before the Rev-
olutionary Wars, Austrian troops had been engaged in a
three-year war against them. The Turks relied on mounted,
mobile forces, requiring a different military approach from
that used against European armies; Austrian troops had to
prepare for both.

Unable to mobilise its population fully for both political
and economic reasons, Austria recruited from territories as
diverse as modern Belgium, the Czech Republic, central
Romania and northern Italy, alongside volunteers from
southern Germany and a sprinkling of Irish. The simple
soldier could find himself fighting anywhere within the
area bounded by Belgrade, Kiev, Brussels and Milan in
terrain as diverse as the Po Valley and the Swiss mountains.
Fighting could vary from the formal linear actions fought
in Belgium to the desperate hand-to-hand struggles in
burning villages at Aspern and Wagram.

Austria’s best veterans formed

the famous Grenadier battalions CHRONOLOGY 1 788- 1 8 1 6

created from divisions attached

to each infantry regiment. . . - . . :
B a8 Hungarian Grenadier 1788  Allied with Russia in the war against the Turks; victories at

officers in the 1798 uniform and Semlin, Cetin.
short Zopf (pigtail). (Mollo) 1789  Belgrade captured.
1790  Death of Joseph II; accession of Leopold II.
1791  Peace with Turkey.
1792  Accession of Francis II; War of the First Coalition; defeat at
Jemappes.
1793  Victories at Aldenhoven, Neerwinden.
1794 Defeats at Tourcoing (with allies) and Fleurus; Belgium
abandoned.
1795  Third Partition of Poland.
1796  Victories at Wetzlar, Amberg, Wirzburg, First Caldiero; defeats
at Lodi, Castiglione, Arcole.




1797  Defeat at Rivoli; Treaty of Campo Formio;
Lombardy lost, Venetia gained.

1798  Unterberger Reform Commission introduces
new uniform and equipment.

1799  War of the Second Coalition; victories at
Ostrach, Stockach, First Zurich, Novi, The
Trebbia; defeat at Second Zurich (with
Russian allies from Novi onwards).

1800  Defeats at Marengo, Hohenlinden; Treaty of
Luneville.

18014 Archduke Charles’ first reforms.

1804 Creation of Austrian Empire.

1805 Mack reforms drill and organisation. War of
the Third Coalition: victory at Second
Caldiero; defeats at Ulm, Austerlitz. Peace of
Pressburg: Venetia and Tyrol lost, Salzburg
gained.

1806-8 Archduke Charles’ second reform period.

1806 End of Holy Roman Empire; Abrichtungs
(drill) Reglement issued.

1807 Exercier (manoeuvre) Reglement; Dienst
(service) Reglement.

1808 Landwehr battalions formed; Reserve
battalions planned.

1809  War with France: victories at Raszyn, Neumarkt, Sacile and
Aspern; defeats at Teugn-Hausen, Eggmiihl, Wagram, Raab.
Peace of Schonbrunn: loss of Illyria, Salzburg, Western Galicia.

1812  Auxiliary Korps joins Grande Armee in Russia; victory at
Gorodetchna.

1813  Wars of Liberation; Landwehr form 4th and 5th battalions; vic-
tories (with allies) at Kulm, Leipzig; defeat at Dresden.

1814  Victories at Bar sur Aube, Arcis sur Aube, Valeggio; the defeat
on the Mincio.

1815  Victory at Tolentino (Naples); Peace of Paris; northern Italy
gained, Illyria and Tyrol recovered.

THE RAW MATERIAL

The army’s core was its German infantry, Upper Austrians being con-
sidered ‘brave, laborious, industrious, intelligent and agreeable’.
Conscription had operated across the Hereditary and Bohemian
(western) lands from 1781, based on population rolls of each regiment’s
district. All able-bodied men aged between 17 and 40 (with those aged
18-26 taken first) were liable unless exempted. Those exempted
included: nobles and priests; most skilled workers, including miners and
workers in licensed factories; many townsfolk; and all free peasants and
their eldest sons. The burden thus fell on junior sons of peasants and the
urban proletariat.

Most regiments were garrisoned in their recruitment district, but
when based outside, an officer and a group of Commandierter did the
work. Until 1807 each district was divided into 16 Werbebezirke

1799 infantry and a Grenadier,
still in a bearskin lacking a peak.
The 1798 uniform was modern
in its cut. Light infantry (in
background) were supposed to
perform the light role, leaving
the infantry formed up in line.
(Seele)



The shortage of manpower in
1813 required lifting exemptions
and calling up underage men,
particularly from the peasant
population. (Karl Russ)

(company sub-districts); later the whole district was a single unit. Each
had its own ‘Military Population Book’ (houses had numbers painted on
the door and there was a fine of 9 Gulden if the number was not visible).
The book was maintained by a Werbebezirkoffizier (officer in charge of
recruitment in the district) alongside the civil authorities. Every year,
between 1 March and 31 May, the Werbebezirkoffizier undertook a tour
of inspection of the district, checking the list from the civil authorities of
the ‘individuals next selected for military service’. Anyone visited was
technically ‘conscripted’ as they were confirmed on the military list.

Recruitment continued through the year, only ceasing when numbers
were filled. Those selected were called forward, and replacements were
found for incapable or absent recruits. Various ruses were attempted to
avoid conscription: brought before the Leutnant commanding a
recruiting party, one claimed to be the only son of an aged widow accom-
panied by another claiming to be his brother! Grabbed by a Korporal
they were promptly thrown into the transport wagon. The authorities
preferred not to take married men in peacetime, but would in war.

Those not required were ‘merely visited and measured’ and were left
on indefinite furlough. The civil authorities could substitute those on
furlough with ‘tobacco smugglers, poachers, criminals intending to
escape and vagabonds’. No potential recruit could go into an exempt
area or abroad without express permission, on pain of a fine of 150 or
300 Gulden respectively.

Although the minimum height requirement was 165cm and medical
exemption was limited, the authorities were not fussy: The 1784 Field
Surgeons Regulations noted: ‘if we only wanted to take those... who are
robust and strongly built with a broad chest... then the number we could
accept would fall very low.” Many of the best men, especially the literate,
were taken by the cavalry and the artillery.

Service was for 25 years (effectively life), except for bakers and
equipment suppliers, who enlisted for three years. Prior to 1802, aside




Hungarian piper recruiting. Other
inducements included ‘ringing
handbells... persuasive patter by
the officer... seductive music and
a beaker kept full of sparkling
wine.’ (BA)

from complete incapacity, release was only possible when, through
inheritance, purchase or marriage, a man acquired property or a
business which he was required to run; but release was conditional on
the district providing a substitute.

From 1782 to 1808 German regiments had Aushilfsbezirke (supple-
mentary districts) in Galicia, two regiments per Bezirk. By 1802 Galicia’s
‘idle, stupid and drunken’ population was contributing about 54,000
Poles and Ruthenes (Russians) to the army, and 11 regiments were trans-
ferred to Galicia in 1808 when the recruitment districts were changed
(see MAA 176). Moravian regiments retained their districts, which
supplied half of their 3rd battalions.

Hungary’s (comprising Croatia, Hungary and Transylvania) army
contingent rose steadily from 35,000 to 63,000, requiring 6,034 recruits
per year. Renowned for their fighting spirit, the eastern provinces
retained a feudal system to raise infantry, mainly from a peasant popu-
lation ‘as rude and savage as the animals they dwelt amongst’. In the
south the ‘frank and hospitable’ Serbs and Croats provided ‘doughty
fighters [who] consumed vast quantities of strong liquors’. Officered by
local Saxons, who were ‘tall and more commonly fair than brown’ with
‘a high forehead, large blue eyes and an open cheerful countenance’,
the Transylvanian regiments contained a mix of them, known for their
‘industry and sobriety’ and Vlach (Romanians) who were ‘rather lively,
but of cunning, revengeful, indolent [and] brutal character... short in
body, but of a strong, muscular strain [which] bears hardship with for-
titude... His features are strong and expressive, his hair dark and bushy.’
The addition of ‘well-made brave, robust, and indefatigable’ Szeckels,
with their reputation for ‘preceding the army and lying in ambush’,
made them regular advance- and rearguard troops.

Fach district supplied a fixed quota, either selected by local lords from
their serfs or taken as volunteers. Most were volunteers (21,000 out of
26,000 in 1790-94) rather than allotted peasants. Various subterfuges were
deployed (see Plate D) to procure the numbers; foreign (non-local) vok
unteers received 5 Gulden. ‘Abstellung ex officio’ — collecting unwanted
males, rogues and vagrants, anyone without papers, and renegades from
Catholicism (there was no judicial sentence to service) — was widely used,
and the results were delivered to the local barracks. Landowners dis
rupted the recruiters by describing labourers as skilled men or concealing
them, but escaping serfdom in one-room clay huts produced many vok
unteers.

In 1781, 23,680 troops were on furlough, with 280,344 men available
for conscription. Unlimited marriage, movement of peasants to towns and
the Turkish wars reduced numbers to 15,963 and 69,020 respectively a.
decade later. By 1801 only 1 in 130 Hungarian men was serving; in the.
conscription lands the number of exempted classes grew, so that only.
83,199 (1 in 70) were available for conscription — 20,000 short of the
numbers required. Despite rounding up landless labourers and unem-
ployed, numbers were only maintained by increased voluntary.
recruitment, especially in Germany, despite the ceiling on forelgners|
making up more than a third of any unit. ‘

All regiments recruited volunteers (Regimentswerbung), but Itahan,
Walloon, and Tyrol units (mostly lost by 1797), relied wholly on 1t.
Recruiting officers were accompanied by clerks, musicians and troops.



chosen from ‘the most senior, the best and the finest-looking men of the
regiment’. Country fairs were good sources: recruiters waited for the
peasants to run out of money and get into fights, and then they would
join up to escape justice. Voluntary enlistment was for six to eight years;
foreigners signed up for a ‘Capitulation’ of six years. The bounty for
western volunteers was 35 Gulden (10-15 Gulden for underheight youths
who joined the Garrison battalions).

Until 1806 Austria recruited in Holy Roman Empire (Reich) states
without forces. Four regiments recruited directly, but other volunteers
were allocated as required. Southern Germans were regarded as partic-
ularly good troops, and because of their higher educational standards
produced about half of the German units’ NCOs. ‘Reichswerbung’ was
unlimited: the station commander was sent the funds for the numbers
required. Immediately on enlistment, the authorities tried to persuade
recruits to stay on — an additional 12 to 32 Gulden bounty was paid,
depending on how early the recruit signed up for the extra period.
Enlisting for a few years and the bounties induced many Imperial
subjects to volunteer at the Reich recruitment stations.

A Bavarian, von Grueber, went to the Regensburg station in 1800 to
avoid a legal career: ‘I saw an old Korporal of IR17 with a ring of keys in
his hand. He looked at me kindly and asked what I wanted. I explained
to him my determination to become a soldier.” Having asked what
motivated him, the Korporal took Grueber to the recruitment officer,
advising: ‘As a soldier, you must always be humble, obedient to your
superiors, to the Korporal as much as to the Oberst (Colonel), always
treat them with respect... treat prisoners fairly, always treat foreign
peasants humanely... The Korporal led me to the first floor, where the
Commandant was. He questioned me extensively... Then I went on to the
next room to be examined by a military doctor... he declared me fit and
returned me to the Commandant, [who] ordered the Korporal to
accompany me to the enlistment room... at the end of a long corridor,
the Korporal opened a door and I could see in a vast space more than 20
young men sprawling on the straw, shouting, singing and yelling. On the
table, some small loaves, pots of beer and bottles of brandy — ‘So now,
drink, eat, amuse yourself well!” the Korporal said, chuckling, as he
turned round and locked the double lock of the door... Contact with
these dregs of humanity made me greatly regret my decision to become
asoldier... recruits are obtained partly by the lure of money and partly by
the bottle... three-quarters were common drunkards, indulging in all the
coarser gestures and songs. Some of them lying and snoring under the
table... some saw in the jugs and bottles a great help to screeching and
swearing their way to unconsciousness. This went on all through the
night... as I sat unhappily on a bench in the corner of this foul room. As
I didn’t feel able to accept their insufferable invitations to drink and
fraternise, they heaped unpleasant abuse on me and sang contemptuous
songs, spilling their drinks... As dawn broke, this vulgar crowd fell asleep
and I was able to have a nap on my bed. All was quiet until just before 6
am, when as the drummer beat Reveille, the Korporal entered. We were
lined up in the courtyard; a large detachment of infantry... formed up in
front of us and were ordered to load their weapons; their officer
informed us, that if, during the march, any of us tried to escape or didn’t
keep quiet, they would be shot without further process. Then the group

Tambour (drummer) 1798
uniform. There were 23 drum
commands. Drummers were
often weak boys, but the 1807
regulations required adult males,
who could hold position and beat
the orders under fire. (BA)




marched off.’ After 1806 recruitment stations continued on the Empire’s
northern borders.

‘Lifelong service,” wrote Archduke Charles, ‘produces an army which
is already over-age at the outbreak of war, consisting of decrepit soldiers,
who will either have to be invalided out after a few months or who are
disaffected and ready to desert.” As Mandelham saw: ‘most conscripts
look on their future with anger and on those freed by capitulation with
bitterness.” The revelation in 1802 that from the conscription provinces
27,000 men were ‘absent, unwissend wo’ (missing, whereabouts
unknown) led to lifelong service being abolished. It was replaced by a
‘Capitulation’ of 10 years. Although soldiers could return to former
occupations while still fit, anxiety about trained men returning to civilian
life meant the reform wasn’t fully implemented until 1808. In 1811 the
Capitulation was extended to 14 years.

Territorial losses made some units multinational: IR44 Belgiojoso was
originally recruited from its district in Lombardy. After release from
Mantua in 1797, many Italians, including the Inhaber, deserted to the
Cisalpine Republic and were replaced by a contingent of German Reich-
struppen. In 1799, 300 Croats from the Gyulai Freikorps joined, and its
recruitment area moved to the German enclaves (Vorlinde).
Encouraged by the French, more Italians deserted in 1801, although
Italians from the Tuscan army and, along with French, from the dis-
banded Light Infantry battalions, enlisted joined by former Dalmatian
Freikorps (including Turks and Montenegrins) plus another contingent
of Reich recruits. The loss of well-educated Italian NCOs required the
drafting of many NCOs from other German regiments. To maintain
cohesion, German became the language of all instruction, and officers
had to learn it. The departure of Polish-speaking officers and NCOs to
the Duchy of Warsaw caused further problems, when IR44 became
Galician in 1808 and received a contingent of 1,700 troops.

Nevertheless, most units looked homogenous. In 1797 Goethe
thought: ‘There were three battalions of IR12 Manfredini here, amongst
which, as can be discerned from many signs, there were very many new
recruits [Moravians and Galicians]. The men are almost all of the same
size, a small but tough and well-built type. The regularity of height is
remarkable, but even more so is their facial similarity... They mostly have
narrow slit eyes which... are set back, but not deeply, narrow foreheads,
short noses... the mouth wide with flat lips... they are tightly and well
clothed, a lime green bush of all types of fresh foliage on the Kaskett
gives a good appearance, especially when they are formed up. They
perform their weapons drill... quickly and well, and it is only in
deploying and marching that it is possible to discern the new recruits...
Austrian uniforms comprise merely what is necessary and useful.’

IN GARRISON

Apart from Galician regiments, the infantry were usually garrisoned in
their home district. Some barracks, such as IR4’s Alserkaserne in Vienna,
accommodated one battalion, but lack of purpose-built facilities meant
most units were garrisoned in fortresses. Officers enjoyed the best local
houses, with some companies quartered in houses in the locality. In 1808



German infantryman in 1809,
wearing a 1769 jacket cut down
to the 1798 pattern. The army
had four sizes: small, medium,
~ large and extra large - most were
 ili-fitting. (BA)

~ Working in the garrison, most
~ troops wore simple round forage
caps made from old uniforms.

IR4’s staff and six companies were in Wiener Neustadt, the 13th and 14th
at Laxenburg, the 6th in Brunn and the rest in the Vienna suburbs, with
300 men on construction work at Buda (soldiers were regularly employed
building roads and canals). ‘In Hungary the troops are quartered on the
inhabitants, who are obliged to find the provisions and necessities for the
troops, for which they are paid according to an antiquated scale, which is
far below the actual cost.” The garrison provided firewood.

The recruit was formally enlisted at the garrison, and having sworn
allegiance to the Emperor, received 3 Gulden, from which he had to
purchase hairbands, comb, knife and fork, shoebrushes and cleaning
equipment. His pay had to cover his daily food, laundry and cleaning
costs. A soldier was required to ‘wash himself and certainly his hands
with soap daily, and comb his hair’ and ‘change his shirt at least twice a
week... cut his finger- and toenails diligently’.

His tunic was undyed ‘perlgrau’ wool (1769 Regulations), with a
camisol (waistcoat) worn underneath. The regulations continued: ‘The
uniform [must be] cleaned daily with a brush, and each piece cleaned
with pipeclay and chalk [to render it white] and dusted down, shoes
were to be polished every day’, and the leather maintained by ‘rubbing
in unsalted fat regularly’. Both uniform and weapon were to be main-
tained in good order and the man ‘must not lose, exchange or sell any
of it’. (1807 Regulations).

Those garrisoned in houses were fortunate: in barracks the man’s
bed was ‘a wooden bed for two with a bed-end and a raised head board...
on it a square pallias and straw bolster, a linen sheet, which the man
could pull off to improve his uniform by cleaning it. In winter, a coarse
blanket... which is like a board; in summer, he has nothing beyond his
coat to cover hlmself wuh (Zach)
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The end of a campaign took the
troops back to their garrisons. Those
who were unfit were placed in 3rd
Battalions; those with one eye, or
afflictions such as stiffness, withering
of limbs or scrofula, were designated
‘half<invalid’ and joined the Garrison
or Cordon (searching out deserters)
Battalions.  Soldiers were only
invalided out on strict criteria, cer-
tified by army doctors; often they
remained in the regiment as officers’
servants or medical orderlies.
Alternatively, they could leave with 50 Gulden or enter one of the Invalid
Houses, which accommodated 220 officers and 3,670 men, paid and
receiving bread at just below peacetime rates. The literate could take
recruitment or administrative jobs, and fitter men were encouraged to
set up in trade.

A Sterquartel (3 months’ pay) was paid to any widow or children, or if
there were no children, to the invalid fund. Post-1802 soldiers finishing
their Capitulation received a grant. (see table below.)

Twenty-four years of hostilities ended in 1815. IR4 Deutschmeister
had fought 90 actions against the French, losing nearly 200 officers and
over 5,000 men. The distress continued for some, including
‘Unterleutnant Nemeth, whom his French captors had thrust into a fire
in 1815 and who had, as a consequence, lost his left eye, his nose and a
part of his upper lip. He was rewarded for his pains with an annual
pension of 200 Gulden’.

Hamstrung by politicians, finances and shortages, the victors of
Neerwinden, Wiirzburg, Novi, Stockach, Aspern and Leipzig carried the

Bullet moulds created a ball with
an extra lump, which could be
tied to the cartridge. (Castle)

1814 regimental band. After
fifers were abolished in 1806,
the bands were regulated at 10
Hautboisten and up to 38
Bandisten, who played the
popular ‘Turkish music’ on
instruments including the
Schellenbaum (centre) and the
large drum (right). (Umhey
Collection)




burden of Continental
fighting, impressing Na-
poleon in defeat at
Marengo and Wagram.
One officer questioned

whether an army of
‘Hungarians, Croats,
Transylvanians, Italians,
Bohemians, Moravians,

Poles, Vlachs, Slovenians,
Austrians, Styrians, Carn-
ioleans and gypsies could
march under one flag
and fight for a cause it
knows nothing about’. It is
remarkable that they did.

Already unformed, IR31 storm
the burning church at Aspern.

Up to 6 years More than 6 years

Several men wear their

greatcoats across their bodies Feldwebel
to protect against sabre blows. Korporal
Gefreiter

6 Gulden 10 Gulden
4 Gulden 7 Gulden
2 Gu 30 kr 4 Gulden

THE PLATES

A: 1788-98 INFANTRYMAN

This man is wearing the 1769 pattern uniform with his
backpack on a 32 Zoll long and one Zoll wide belt slung over
the shoulder. The 16cm high Kaskett was made of leather
with some felt. Few had the 1779 leather peak. Firing a lead
ball weighing 264, the beech musket was to be stained black
at the regiment’s expense. The number of patterns intro-
duced meant that during the Revolutionary Wars, up to three
were used within a company. The barrel had to be thick
enough to sustain firing a double charge. In bad weather the
misfire rate reached 50%, so soldiers used leather lock
covers, canvas gun bags and a barrel cork. 1 The Okonomie
Regulation of 1773 prescribed a leather cartridge box,
carrying 36 rounds and six canister rounds. It measured
32cm x 24cm and was hung on a 10cm wide bandoleer.
2 Brass cartridge box badge, issued until 1798, although still
in use beyond 1809. 3 1780 Giradoni Air rifle. 4 Air rifle lock
mechanism. 5 1769 Granatgewehr — carried by Infanterie-
Arkebusiers. The two-and-a-half pound grenade had to be
loaded with the fuse up against the powder charge, the
strong kick ameliorated by a recoil hook. 6 1754
Commissflinte — 6/4 Loéth calibre (18.3mm) with 1748
bayonet. 7 1767 musket with a 1767 bayonet secured by a
hook. 8 1767 swan-neck lock. 9 1784 pattern musket, based
on Prussian self-loading designs with a deeper pan and
brass flashguard. 10 1784 pattern lock. 11 Fusilier sabre
1765 with 53cm blade. 12 Detail of fusilier sabre 1784.
13 6/4 Loth canister round, comprising three to four small
balls (total weight: 269).

B: 1788-91 THE TURKISH WARS
The primary defence against Turkish cavalry was the late
17th century Spanischer Reiter. Used mainly in camps, on
the flanks and with detachments, every 31cm there was a
hole bored through to accommodate the Schweinfeder,
measuring 180cm. A detachment of 25 men, each armed
with a musket and Schweinfeder, were equipped with a
beam (10cm x 10cm x 371cm), carried by two men alter-
nately. The Reiter were also used in creating bridgeheads
over the Save in June 1789. The bridge was thrown, and the
Reiter was carried over and placed along the outer edges, so
the pioneers could construct the bridgehead within them.
1788 Wagenburgen (see diagram over): ‘The soldiers
always camped, if not in square, then depending on the
terrain, in a closed-up formation, behind which were the
Wagenburgen.” In 1812 Schwarzenberg revived Wagen-
burgen to fend off Russian cavalry in the open, although
smaller and without Reiter. ‘Once the Korps has completed
its concentration, then the transports...are to form up in
Wagenburgen [commanded by an officer]. The transports
and baggage of each infantry division are to form up in a
single Wagenburg behind their respective second line, the
lines parallel to it to be twice the length of the side lines. Part
of the horses are to be harnessed on the shafts and the rest
in the inner area.’” One company formed a reserve against
cavalry attack. On the march, the Burgen were to be pro-
tected with flank patrols and if enemy cavalry were sighted,
the wagons were to form into small Burgen depending on the
terrain, where the infantry patrols would join them.

C: 1798-1810 INFANTRYMAN
He is wearing the 1798 uniform and hairstyle, five Zoll long
with four bound. Helmets were phased out from 1806 on




60

Wagenburg c. 1788

1430 paces (759 Spanish Reiter) Legend

A - 1 division kurassier
B - 2 zugs infantry

C - 1 division infantry

D - 1 division hussars

E - 1 company infantry
F - 50 infantry

G - 3 companies infantry
H - 1 squadron kurassier

129 vehicles
(| 340 baggage wagons
173 bread wagons

120 vehicles
170 bread wagons
306 supply wagons i}

767 paces (263 Spanish Reiter)

1250 paces (159 Spanish Reiter)

1788 Wagenburg. The main tent lines protected the bottom side.

grounds of cost and weight, many becoming unwearable
with head wounds.

1 1807 cooking pot with separate lid, doubling as a frying
pan. 2 5/4 Léth calibre 1798 musket, based on the French
1777 pattern. Introduced over 10 years, it fired a 21.5g ball
and its brass mountings were easier to clean. 3 1798 lock.
Galician ‘Podolische Feuersteine’ were suitable flints for the
heavier locks. The stone was supplied with a lead casing,
making it easier to change in battle (leather covers were sub-
stituted). After misfires, the stone could be ‘knapped’,
sharpening the edge with musket tools. A stone lasted about
25 shots — a good one lasted 50. Ammunition wagons carried
5,000 flints in small barrels or 19,000 in powder barrels. Once
empty, the barrels were used for target shooting. During the
Revolutionary Wars Austria consumed 50 million stones.
4 1807 musket — a copy of the 1798, except that it was plain
wood with iron mountings. 5 Officer’s 1809 pistol: small
version of the 1798 lock, made of walnut. 6 1798 5/4 L&th
round. 7 5/4 Léth drill round. 8 Made from captured cannon,
the 1814 Kannonkreuz was the first general service medal.
Recipients could put their names on the reverse. 9 Hungarian
boots and German shoes. Footwear had to be changed daily
for even wear: the thick leather was smeared with wax to
prevent water penetration. 10 1798 cartridge box on a 10cm
bandoleer. Each soldier was issued with three or four spare
flints carried in a small leather bag under the cartridge box
lid. Infantry carried 60 rounds with 40 shots per weapon in
the first reserve. 11 1773 metal waterbottle with white leather
strap. 12 1798 pattern lock (cutaway).

D: HUNGARIAN RECRUITMENT 1811

‘| do not entertain the hope always to be able to keep the
Hungarian regiments up to full complement with just vol-
unteers’ (Archduke Charles). To find ‘volunteers’,
recruitment parties would take performers dressed in
elaborate clothes to dance at local fairs. ‘They started
with slow and measured steps and it then became more
energetic. The performers would clap their hands, slap
them on their boots and then bring their heels sharply
together until...the peasants became enthusiastic and
joined in...the soldiers would add something for the sake
of effect...not ceasing until their spurs are shattered
and...overcome by fatigue.’ Enthusiastic peasants would
be invited to volunteer and soon found themselves being
marched off. Another ruse shown here involved a gypsy
band, lots of wine and girls. Stopping in the market-
places, the gypsies played, the wine was free and girls
with shakos on their heads invited the boys to dance. If,
while dancing, the girl was able to put the shako on the
boy’s head, he was considered a volunteer. In his holiday
clothes, this Slavonian peasant from the Neutra district,
home of IR2, is about to join up courtesy of a local
peasant girl. Anyone objecting was swiftly manacled and
marched away.

E: RECRUITS FIRING MUSKETS

(1806 ABRICHTUNGSREGLEMENT 8. 4)

A Spannt den Hahn! - The right thumb pulls the hammer until
there is a click signifying it is at half-cock. Ergreift die



Patrone! — The right hand takes the cartridge from its box,
the ball alongside the small finger. The cartridge was bitten
at the top of the powder.

B Pulver auf die Pfanne! — Powder was poured into the pan
to level. Schliesst die Pfanne! — The frizzen is closed with the
last two fingers. Schwenkt zur Ladung! — The weapon was
placed on the ground by the left shoe toe and held off-
vertical.

C Patrone in Laufl - The powder is shaken out of the car-
tridge into the barrel. The ball is pressed in with the thumb
and index finger. Ladstock in Lauf! — The ramrod is drawn out
as far as the right arm will reach, then grasped again and
completely removed. Without turning it, the ramrod is
pushed two Zoll into the barrel, then the arm is fully extended
and the ramrod driven into the barrel. Setzt an, versorgt den
Ladstock! — An extra push with the ramrod, which then is
snapped quickly out of the barrel with the arm fully extended,
and dropped back into its rings, giving a short strike with the
flat of the hand.

D Once proficient, firing drill was conducted. Pton! (Sub-
unitl) — The soldier faced his front moving the musket to the
Present position. Fert! (Ready!) — The right hand grips the
neck of the butt and the thumb pulls the hammer back to full
cock. An! (Take aim!) — The soldier turned right, moving his
right foot one Fuss behind his left. The weapon was moved
sharply to the horizontal position and the index finger inside
the trigger guard. The butt was pressed into the shoulder; the
left eye closed and the right looking along the barrel, sight
and the line of aim. Feuer! (Fire!) If the round had fired, the
touchhole was smoking. If the touchhole was blocked, the
recruit was instructed to clear it with the touchhole pin. In
action, the sequence was Fert, An, Feuer! until the command
Setzt ab! (cease firing). Drills were conducted with wooden
cartridges of the same length as a live round. Hornstone
(impure flint) was inserted into the hammer, and was blunted
on the front edge to avoid damaging the frizzen. For target
practice, a sand-filled barrel with three black targets repre-
senting the head, chest and lower body was placed at a
height of six Schuh. The soldier was taught to aim at the
target’s chest, at varying distances of 150, 200-250 and 300
paces.

F: 'YOU DID NOT SEE THE AUSTRIANS AT
(ASPERN-)ESSLING; THEREFORE YOU HAVE NOT

SEEN ANYTHING’ (NAPOLEON)

Some of the worst fighting of the wars happened in Aspern
village. Small groups of soldiers defended each house like a
small fortress, unable to see far in the smoke. ‘There was
fighting in every alley, in every house and in every shed;
wagons, ploughs, harrows had to be dragged out of the way
under unceasing fire in order to get to hand-to-hand fighting
with the enemy. Every single wall was an obstacle for the
attacker and a defensive position for the defender...holding
the village wasn’t possible for long, for hardly had we taken
an alley or house, than the enemy stormed another and
forced us to abandon the first.’ (Kreig 1809, Vol. 4)

The church was bitterly contested. ‘We stormed the
cemetery and immediately drove the French out. Hardly had
we taken up position in it, when a new French force attacked
us and chased us back out. Over this [four-foot-high] wall my
comrades sought safety in flight. | was however too small

and incapable of getting over in my heavy kit. The noise and
confusion was dreadful; the French were right behind us with
their bayonets. | believed | was lost, when a Bohemian chap
grabbed me round the chest, dragged me up into the air and
threw me over the wall...one moment later and | would have
been captured or killed.” (Fahnrich Hopler of IR47)

G: HUNGARIAN GRENADIER AND ZIMMERMAN

(PIONEER) 1798-1816

‘Among the Austrian uniforms, the Hungarian Grenadiers
provided a marvellous sight.” In their 32cm bearskins
Hungarian Grenadiers were ‘seen’ as often as the Imperial
Guard; at Eggmiihl (where they weren't) and at Marengo (just
three of Latterman’s five battalions). A The Zimmerman wears
the 1811 shako. 1 Axe and Zelthacke. 2 Axe carrying cases. 3
Zimmerman’s apron. B The Grenadier wears the post-1801
bearskin with peak and side flaps. His hair is one Zoll overall,
decreed on 30 July 1805. 4 Match case. 5 Grenade badge,
worn on the cartridge box and from 1811 on the cross belt. 6
1777 sabre. 7 1802 iron-mounted sabre. 8-9 1769 backpack.
10 1771 Infantry Zelthacke, carried in the pouch on the
backpack. 11 Old-style wooden water bottle. Both these last
items officially were only carried by every second man.

H: HUNGARIAN GRENADIERS AT WURZBURG

3 SEPTEMBER 1796

Advancing at ordinér pace, using a looser form of the 1769
regulation requirement for ‘toes pointed somewhat
outwards. Both knees are to be held stiff and the feet raised
only as for normal walking and not stamped when they come
down’. As required, the ‘[rlight arm hangs naturally at the
side, the left arm holds the musket with the butt in the
hand...the arm only bent so far that the gun can be turned
and immediately grasped by the right hand on the neck with
the right arm horizontal.’

The Reserve Division (GM Werneck’s 12 Grenadier bat-
talions) reached Bibergau around 3 pm to replace the cavalry
previously shoring up Sztaray’s right, so that they could
attack the French. As the French retreated, the Austrians
began a general advance northwest along the entire front at
4pm. Werneck’s Grenadiers were ordered to clear the
Rotenhof area to secure the links between Sztaray’s division
and Wartensleben’s Reserve cavalry. Three Grenadier bat-
talions attacked Rotenhof under heavy canister fire, but
released the 2nd Slavonian Grenzer battalion and O’Donnel
Freikorps to move up into the wooded hills beyond.

I: THEY WENT TO RUSSIA TOO 1812

The troops were poorly clothed. Many were marching
barefoot by the end of September, so Schwarzenberg
allowed them to make Opanken (Balkan footwear) from the
Schlachtvieh hides. The lack of greatcoats meant that by
mid-October every two men had to be given a piece of
sheepskin to protect at least the lower body and head
against the cold. One eyewitness, Weiden, wrote: ‘If anyone
was so fortunate, in addition to his [basic needs] to capture
some loot, or discover a store of potatoes, or even buried
bottles of brandy, then he would have an especially good
night.” The soldiers did not discuss pay, precisely because
there was nothing to buy, but the total lack of bread, biscuit,
wine, tobacco and salt was desperate. The army commis-
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sariat ‘only succeeded in supplying bread every 8-14 days.
There was no talk of uniforms or shoes...the daily marches
and bivouacs were accompanied by all the shortages. These
steadily increased and no overnight camp was left without
several dead, who had suffered miserably, being buried.’
(The Commissariat Chief died of the strain in February 1813.)

J: 1807 BATTALION SKIRMISHING

(1807 EXERCIERREGLEMENT)

The 1807 Regulations provided training for skirmishing.
Although all troops were drilled, the best troops needed ‘par-
ticular ability in using their weapon, physical agility,
steadiness, judgement, cunning and self-belief’. Alongside
sharpshooting, he had to be able to load while sitting,
kneeling and moving. Then the skirmisher was taught to use
local terrain, vegetation and even dung heaps to his
advantage. If attacked by enemy cavalry, he was to fire at
close range and then use his bayonet against the rider’s left
side or the horse’s chest.

60-80 skirmishers would screen a battalion. Moving at
dublir from the third line, three large Zugs would move up,
half of each controlled by three NCOs forming their sector of
the screen up to 300 paces from the main line. Working in
groups of two or three, they used local features as cover
within a few paces of the screen line. 80-100 paces back
came the other half of each Zug as the supports, closed up
in two lines. Another 100 paces back were the other three
Zugs of the reserves, each commanded by a Hauptmann.
Troops were rotated through the screen from the supports,
half a Zug at a time, spreading into a single line to replace
those in front. Leaving the screen without permission
brought instant execution.

Drum signals from the battalion command were repeated
by the drummer alongside each Hauptmann in the reserves.
In a withdrawal, the screen pulled back alternately in two
lines, 10 paces at a time, the supports moving back 20-30
paces when the screen came within 50. Once the screen was
200 paces from the main line, it turned about and moved
back at dublir, then faced its front. If the skirmish units were
under threat, they cleared the front and re-formed on the
wings, firing on the enemy flanks, while the main line
received the enemy with volleys and canister.

K: BATTALION AND DIVISION MASSES

(1807 EXERCIERREGLEMENT)
As the troops loaded, the officers on the sides ordered the
four flank files to turn to each side. To protect the vulnerable
corners, these files could aim obliquely. At Fert! — The first
four ranks brought their weapons into position; the others
remained with shouldered weapons. Erstes Glied, féllt das
Bajonnet! (Front rank, lower bayonets!) — with the butt held
against the crook of the elbow. The second rank opened fire
when enemy cavalry reached 300 paces. Zweites Glied, An!
Feuer! - Their muskets were then brought to the vertical and
quickly exchanged for the loaded musket of the third rank. A
second volley was immediately fired by the second rank,
who then lowered their weapons as for the first. As the
enemy reached 50-60 paces, from the lowered position;
Erstes Glied, Feuer!

As the second rank fired, the third exchanged the dis-
charged weapons for the fourth rank’s muskets. If the enemy

risked close-quarters action, the first rank used their
bayonets on the horses, the second on the cavalrymen. The
third rank fired their weapons at the enemy’s upper body,
singling out the bravest troopers (reducing the danger to the
forward ranks). If the three ranks had fired, then all four ranks
immediately reloaded and continued until the drums beat
‘cease fire’.

Unlike Waterloo, the Austrians faced an all-arms assault at
Aspern. Formed up en echequier 250 feet apart, with about
60 paces in between, the closed-up Masses created a killing
zone, as French cavalry flowed through. Smoke reduced
ranges and concentrated fire. The second rank fired at 100
paces. At Wagram, French cavalryman Parquin saw ‘at 100
paces, a terrible volley...cause the most fearful confusion’. It
killed one general, several officers and over 50 troopers.
Then, fire was held by both ranks until 10-15 paces for
maximum effect. Needing to extend the battle line, regiments
deployed in Division Mass to maintain the frontage, while
offering a shallower artillery target. Not shown here, artillery
pieces located between the Masses would fire canister with
each volley.

If skirmishers approached, men were despatched from the
sixth row of the front and rear sides or from the fourth side
ranks to drive them off. They didn’t venture far, so that they
could return at dublir without disordering the Mass.
Alternatively, sharpshooters within each Zug fired on them. If
caught in the open or a Mass broke up, troops could gather
around an NCO in Klumpen of two circular ranks with
bayonets lowered.

L: GRENADIERS AND INFANTRY IN CAMP

AROUND 1811

The Sanitat (medical orderly) soldier’s 1809 uniform was
similar to the 1813 Landwehr with ‘S.C.’ on the Corsehut
shield. In the background is a Feldschmeide.

Literacy levels prompted the Verhaltungen aus dem
Kompagnie-Reglement der k.k. Osterreichischen Armee in
Fragen und Antworten in 1808, a question and answer
booklet used by NCOs to test the men on the key regu-
lations. One soldier’s answers to questions about cleaning
his musket reveal the variety of geology in his backpack.
109: How must a soldier keep his iron-work clean? This must
be kept rust free and cleaned with fine hematite or mag-
netite. 110: How is the brasswork to be maintained? With
Rottenstone (silicate limestone). 112: Should the musket's
lock mechanism be rubbed with hematite? No, but it should
only occasionally be rubbed with Binsenstein (more
limestone) and then washed off. 116: How should the lock
mechanism be treated, so that it remains in working order
and rust-free? It must be frequently dampened with olive oil,
as well as all the screws in their holes and even the shaft of
the musket as well. Having observed 115: Is it permitted to
clean the barrel with the ramrod? No, because it causes
damage. The task was completed with 117: What is to be
done when the oil has penetrated? Then everything can be
wiped down cleanly with a piece of cloth.

His food is cooking in a 1771 Feldkochgeschinirr, which
weighed 3.71kg and served the needs of four men. Each
regiment’s camp had four small white square ‘camp flags',
bearing the regimental number. They were edged officially in
Madder red, but were often in the facing colour.



Multi-national Austrian
re-enactors (Waterloo 1995):

IR2 Tsar of Russia Grenadiers
(Slovakia); 2nd Battalion IR4
Deutschmeister (UK); IR1 Kaiser
Grenadiers (Czech Republic);
IR20 Kaunitz (Czech Republic);
IR56 W. Colloredo (Italy). Other
units portray: Artillery (Czech
Republic); IR44 Belgiojoso (Italy);
1es Jéiger (UK/Austria); Hussars
(Hungary).
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