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SOUTH-WEST AFRICA

e . O R

THE REGION IN
THE 1960s-80s

The operational area of northern South-West Africa stretched the
length of the 1,500km border with Angola and Zambia, covering a
wide variety of terrain and vegetation. Southern Angola is very
similar in terrain and vegetation, except that the Cunene River
allows stronger vegetation along its course. The land to its west is
largely rolling grassland once the southern hills are passed.

Kaokoland in the west consists of a narrow strip of Namib desert
along the coast and rough, hilly terrain inland. It is very dry, with
the vegetation changing west to east from sparse grasslands to dry
forest. The Cunene River, the border with Angola, rises strongly
during the rainy season, becoming dangerous to cross. Kaokoland
is very isolated, and has a population of only 20,000. It has only one
town, Opuwa, and very little infrastructure. What economic
activity there is, centres on cattle farming.

Owambo stretches along 450km of the border and is about
120km deep. It is exceptionally flat, with hardly any natural fea-
tures higher than an average African anthill, and generally sandy
with areas of very thick bush. What little rain there is—500omm ina
good year—fills innumerable shallow depressions called oshonas or
omurambas, putting large parts under water during the rainy
season. Summer daytime temperatures are in the low 30s C (high
8os—low gos F), dropping to the high 20s C (low 8os F) in winter,
when the nights can bring low single figures.

Owambo is the home region of the largest single population
group—610,000 Owambos out of a total population of 1,300,000.
Some 300,000 of them live permanently in Owambo, others having
moved south in search of work. The largest Owambo tribe, the
Kwanjama, is also strongly represented in southern Angola, their
original homelands having been split by one of the many unhappy
colonial borders. There are three towns—QOshakati, Ondangwa,
Ruacana—and some villages, but most Owambos live in family
kraals. The population is concentrated in north-central Owambo,
other parts being thinly populated. There are just over 1,000
kilometres of roads, of which the 207-kilometre main north-south
road and that to Ruacana are tarred, most others being surfaced
gravel roads. There is also a maze of local tracks, some no more
than a recent set of tyre tracks.

The economy is based on stock farming and some cultivation.
Some smaller industries and organised handicrafts began to take
hold in the late 1980s. There are also several thousand small traders
running ‘Cuca shops’, named after the Angolan Cuca beer, some of
them no more than a pile of goods under a convenient makalani
palm, others with modern buildings and a large car outside.

Kavango, West Caprivi and Bushmanland together cover some
63,300 square kilometres. This region is a mix of dry forest land,
sand dunes and omurambas. The vegetation along the Kavango is
dense and subtropical. Rundu is the only town and has the only
major airfield. There is a tarred road to Grootfontein, and a gravel
road runs east-west along the Kavango. The other roads deterio-
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Tea-break for an Eland-9o
crew under a Makalani
palm, a characteristic
feature of Owambo.

rate into semi-swamps in the rainy season, some impassable even to
four-wheel-drive vehicles. Most of the population of 140,000 live
in traditional villages along the banks of the Kavango. Some have
linked into communities large enough to support schools, shops
and clinics. West Caprivi is a nature reserve. Its largest population
centre was the 210 Battalion Bushman community at Omega.
Bushmanland is home to the few thousand SWA Bushmen. The
economy of the area centres on subsistence agriculture. Cattle are
farmed for meat and milk, and are used for transport. Hunting,
river fishing and wild fruit supplement the diet.

East Caprivi has an area of just over 11,500 square kilometres,
and is bounded by a ‘cut line’ and the Zambezi in the north, the
Linyati and Chobe rivers in the south, and the Kwando river in the
west. In the east it touches on Zimbabwe. It is 200km west to east
and 8okm north to south at its widest points. It is a sub-tropical
region, characterised by dense forests interspersed with open
grasslands. Average annual rainfall is 88omm, rising to over
1,000mm in a wet year, when almost half of the region turns into
impassable swamps. The rivers overflow their banks during the
rainy season in most years, constantly changing the topography.
Summer temperatures often rise to over 40 degrees C (104°F).




Malaria, bilharzia and sleeping sickness are endemic. Katima
Mulilo is the only town. The only major airfield is at Mpacha. The
main road between Katima and Rundu is tarred up to Kongola,
11okm from Katima, where it enters West Caprivi. The area has
only 42,000 people and the economy is very limited, there being no

mineral resources—even building material has to be brought
in—and no ready market for other products. There is some cul-
tivation and cattle farming for local consumption. Lake and river
fishing was a major source of protein until a drought in the mid-
1980s dried up Lake Liambezi.

CHRONOLOGY .

1915 German South-West Africa occupied by South
African forces.

1920 South Africa granted a League of Nations ‘C’
Mandate—which made no provision for
independence—over South-West Africa.

1946 The old Mandate system replaced by the UN
Trusteeship system. South Africa refuses to
recognise this change.

1949 The International Court of Justice ruled that the
Mandate is still in effect.

1956 The United Nations resolved to negotiate to end
South African rule over SWA.

1957 The Owambo People’s Congress formed in Cape
Town.

1959 OPC renamed Owambo People’s Organisation.

1960 OPO renamed South-West African People’s
Organisation (SWAPO) to disguise its tribal nature.
Its aim was independence and ‘one man one vote’,
giving the majority (50%, +) Owambo tribe control.

1961 First SWAPO national congress in Windhoek
decided on ‘armed revolution’.

1962 People’s Liberation Army of Namibia (PLAN)
formed.

1963 The armed revolution planned in Dar es Salaam.

Typical central Owambo
terrain — featureless apart
from anthills, bush, and
small kraals.

The Campaigns

1964

The Caprivi African National Union (CANU)
merged with SWAPQ, the only party to do so. 500
SWAPO trainees in Tanzania; advanced training in
Algeria, China, Cuba, Egypt, North Korea and the
USSR. Bases set up in south-west Zambia.

1965

The first terrorists entered Owambo in September on
an armed propaganda/recruiting mission. Recruited 30
Owambo men for very basic local training. The police
began to track them. The OAU recognised SWAPO
as a ‘national liberation movement’.

1966

On 26 August heliborne Police raided their
Ongulumbashe camp—arresting o, killing 2. Other
terrorists attacked several headmen and shot up the
Oshikango border post. 36 were arrested within
weeks. Others infiltrated but did no better—by year
end 8 had died, 59 been arrested and the rest had fled.
The International Court of Justice rejected a challenge
by Liberia and Ethiopia to South Africa’s right to rule
SWA.

1967

SWAPO accepted that insurgency was not yet feasible
in Owambo, turning instead to East Caprivi near its
Zambian camps. A Police patrol ambushed there in




The bush was often thicker
than this, making
patrolling very difficult.
The terrorists made their
greatest efforts during the
wet season, when there was
maximum cover; only in
the dry season was there
any real visibility in bush
areas, and SWAPO soon
learned to stay their side of
the cut-line until the rains
came.

March arrested its ambushers. Small groups entered
Caprivi to intimidate headmen and recruit. Most were
arrested. PLAN’s ‘Supreme Commander’ died in a
clash on a Zambezi passenger barge. Owambo was
quiet. The UN created a ‘Council for SWA’ to take
over the administration of SWA.

1968

178 terrorists were arrested and 2 killed between May
1967 and April 1968. The SAAF deployed Alouette
I1s and Cessna 185s to Rundu in May to support the
Police. Owambo was so quiet that the Police COIN
teams withdrew. Two large terrorist groups entered
Owambo in October. The Police returned, arresting
56 in a week. Terrorism in Owambo came to a virtual
halt by year end. It continued in East Caprivi at low
intensity.

1969

1969 saw little terrorism. On 22 July the SADF
formed No. 1 Military Area with HQ in Rundu,
taking over the defence of installations, and training
local recruits. Infantry companies were deployed at
Katima Mulilo, Rundu and Ondangwa, an armoured
car troop at Katima. Police COIN teams remained in
Caprivi. The UN declared South Africa’s occupation
of SWA illegal.

1970

The SWAPO Consultative Congress in Tanzania, in
December 196g/January 1970, decided to mine SWA
roads, using Soviet TM-46 and TMN-46 mines and
some ‘homemade’ TN'T mines.

1971
On 19 April the first mine was hit by a police van near

Katima Mulilo. SWAPO resumed political activity in
Owambo. The International Court of Justice ruled
that South Africa is governing SWA illegally.

1972

A SWAPO strike in January led to a state of
emergency in northern SWA. Army elements
deployed to support the Police. Zambian President
Kaunda cut SWAPO transit permits from 21 to 7 days
after pressure from South Africa. UN Secretary-
General Kurt Waldheim visited South Africa to
discuss SWA independence.

1973

SWAPO stepped up pressure on the people of Caprivi
and Owambo, set some ambushes for the Police, and
formed some groups of up to 50 men for forays into
Caprivi. One attacked Singalamwe Police Station on
26 January. SWAPO enforced a boycott of Owambo
elections (2.79%, poll), and recruited 2,400 Owambos
and 600 Caprivians by March 1974. The UN declared
SWAPO the ‘sole and authentic representative of the
Namibian people’.

1974

The Army took over responsibility for border
protection on 1 April. No. 1 Military Area was now
divided into Sub-Areas: 1 Sub-Area—East Caprivi, 2
Sub-Area—Kavango, 3 Sub-Area—Owambo. Shortly
after the 25 April Lisbon coup d’etat, Portugal
stopped operations in southern Angola. SWAPO now
had easy access to Owambo and Kavango, and set up
camps over the border in south-east Angola in May.
The Army opened 4 Sub-Area in West Caprivi. From
June, SWAPO appeared throughout northern SWA.
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By July there were 400/500 terrorists in southern
Angola. By August, SWAPO had activated Kavango.
Zambia restricted SWAPO to transit, and SWAPO
withdrew most of its men from the Zambia/Caprivi
border.

1975

In April Cubans joined Soviet instructors at camps in
Zambia. Tanzanian camps had Chinese instructors.
SWAPO had 3,000 new recruits by April. UNITA
and the MPLA allowed SWAPO to train in southern
Angola. Another Owambo election boycott failed
(55% poll). Terrorism intensified, and the Owambo
Chief Minister was murdered. From 15 July the
SADF began patrols into Angola. UNITA ordered
SWAPO out of its camps. SWAPO was soon forced
out of the area. From August, South Africa became
involved in the Angolan civil war, supporting UNITA
and the FNLA in Operation Savannah. Various
internal groups were drawn together to find an
internal political settlement for SWA—the Turnhalle
talks.

1976

_The SADF withdrew from Angola in March.
Terrorism soon escalated. By April SWAPO had 500
terrorists working in central and north-east Owambo,
mainly armed propaganda teams of 4—6 men. By late
1976 SWAPO had 2,000 trained terrorists and
hundreds of political officers available. The SADF
raided the SWAPO training camp at Shatota in
Zambia during the night of 1o/11 July.
1977
SWAPO began sabotage and abductions. The night of
19/20 April saw 30 terrorists take 120 children and 6
teachers from a school in north-east Owambo. Katima
Mulilo was mortared on 5 May but Caprivi was
otherwise quiet. By October groups of 50 or more
infiltrated west Owambo. SWAPO recruited 7,000
Owambos. Security operations and development work
restabilised Caprivi, and SWAPO was driven out.
Zambia again permitted SWAPO operations. goo
terrorists deployed in south-west Zambia to reactivate
Caprivi, but their efforts remained sporadic.
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1978

In March terrorists killed the Herero leader Clemens
Kapuuo in Windhoek. SWAPO recruited 6,000
Owambos, reaching its peak strength of 16,000. On 24
February, 240 children were taken from a school on
the border; 8o escaped. SWAPO worked in groups of
10—20, later forming groups of up to 100 for specific
tasks, and engaged patrols in the immediate border
area. 450 terrorists deployed in the Savate/Cubango
River area to reactivate Kavango but were drawn away
to fight UNITA. The intensified terrorism in
Owambo led to the first major external operation
against SWAPO’s Angolan bases in May. Operation
Reindeer inflicted heavy losses and terrorism declined.
Katima Mulilo base was rocketed on 23 August. On
26 August the SADF hit SWAPO camps in Zambia.
The UN adopted Resolution 435, providing for a
UN-controlled transition to independence for SWA
and for a UN Transition Assistance Group
(UNTAG). Elections for a Constitutive Assembly
were boycotted by SWAPO.

1979

Terrorism again escalated in Owambo, including 245
mine incidents. In February 250 terrorists, the largest
group until April 1990, shot at Nkongo base. Others
mortared Elundu base. SWAPO made a major effort
to ‘mobilise the masses’. In November 1,000 terrorists
moved to camps in south-west Zambia, a Front HQ
and a Command Post were set up, and SWAPO
became more active in Caprivi. It was clear that
SWAPO planned to reactivate Caprivi. Operation

8

Old and new: mounted
infantry collecting water
from Bufiel armoured
vehicles that have just
inserted a foot patrol in
central Owambo, mid-
1980.

Safraan disrupted this plan, while Operation Rekstok
hit SWAPO camps in south-east Angola. Zambia
again forbade SWAPO operations, and SWAPO did
not again make any serious attempts to reactivate
Caprivi. CANU broke away from SWAPO.
Kaokoland saw a number of mines and murders along
the border. Kavango was quiet. In Owambo the
situation was not as happy: SWAPO was having some
success ‘mobilising the masses’, and might go over to
guerrilla operations. Talks between South Africa, the
‘Western Five’, the ‘Frontline States’ and SWAPO
fail. A National Assembly is established in SWA.

1980

In January Special Unit terrorists infiltrated Kavango
and south of Owambo. Others of the Special Unit
attacked headmen and black policemen and soldiers in
Owambo. A Detachment of the North-Western Front
prepared an infiltration of Kaokoland; Northern and
North-Eastern Front terrorists were to follow it; 700
others would infiltrate south in the confusion. In May
terrorists shot at police bases and Ondangwa air base;
8oo terrorists moved from Zambia to southern Angola
for this operation. SWAPQ’s casualties rose to go a
month, well above the recruiting rate, forcing them to
consider new tactics. The Cubans trained a
mechanised force to protect SWAPO camps. Another
external operation, Sceptic, was carried out in June to
pre-empt SWAPQ, and inflicted some quite serious
losses. SWAPO was, nevertheless, able to escalate its
operations in west and central Owambo to some
extent. Ruacana was rocketed in July; the SADF
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responded with Operation Klipkop. 1980 was a turning
point: Terrorism in Owambo peaked at 1,175
incidents, but SWAPO losses were 1,447, more than it
could absorb. The conflict began to shift from
Owambo to southern Angola, causing SWAPO to lose
its contact with the Owambo population. The
National Assembly adopted the constitution drawn up
by the Turnhalle Conference. The SWA Territory
Force and the SWA Police were formed.

1981

Smaller operations followed to mop up SWAPO in
southern Angola. SWAPO then rebuilt its stockpiles
in southern Angola and fighting intensified; 277
terrorists were killed in July alone. Another ‘external’
followed: Protea, disrupting SWAPO operations till
year end. Terrorism declined to 1,052 incidents;
SWAPO lost 1,494 killed. FAPLA withdrew from the
border area, robbing SWAPO of protection and access
to its logistics; SWAPO followed. Army patrols in
southern Angola caught many terrorists as they moved
to the border. Intelligence gained in Protea led to
Operation Daisy against SWAPO camps deep inside
Angola. UN-sponsored talks in Geneva broke down
over South African complaints of UN bias in favour
of SWAPO.

1982

After Protea and Daisy, terrorism fell to 756 incidents
in 1982; SWAPO losses remained high at 1,286.
SWAPQ’s recruiting suffered; and the growing
efficiency of Koevoet, the Police COIN Unit, further
hampered SWAPO terrorism. Operations against
SWAPO in Angola continued. SWAPO’s operations
had become logistically complex as it was pushed
deeper into Angola. Temporary forward camps were

The funeral of Headman ot the SWAPOL Protection
Shikongo, killed early in Force —see Plate Dz. He
1980 defending his home wears mixed sand and
against a group of SWAPQO.  olive uniform and ’73

pattern skeleton webbing,
and carries a G-3 rifle.

In the centre forcground is
a typical Special Constable

set up to brief and equip terrorists, and were closed
once they had set off. Stepped-up patrolling soon
began locating these very vulnerable camps; one was
cleared in Operation Super. Another operation—
Mebos—struck the SWAPO command and control
system. 1982 saw only 156 terrorist incidents. 1,280
terrorists were killed, many in Angola. South Africa
endorsed a modified Resolution 435.

1983

1983 followed the pattern of 1982. Operation Askari in
December struck at SWAPO concentrations before
they could launch the annual infiltration; it brought
several clashes with FAPLA. These led to talks
between South Africa and Angola in Lusaka to seek
disengagement. The National Assembly dissolved
itself after South Africa refused to go ahead with
unilateral independence. A Multi-Party Conference
was formed to continue discussions.

1984

In the terms of the T.usaka Accord, the SADF

often drove off-road. Two
local civilians died and
four were injured in this
blast on 2z February 1986.

Civilians bore the brunt of
SWAPO’s mine-laying; the
security forces used
protected vehicles and




Sapper with a late-model
mine-detector, displaying
the chest pouches of the ’82
pattern webbing, and a
slung R-4.

withdrew from south Angola and FAPL A undertook
to keep SWAPO out of the border area; a Joint
Monitoring Commission (SADF/FAPLA) was to
oversee this. 1984 was bad for SWAPO—Askar:
caused heavy losses and the SADF JMC patrols made
southern Angola dangerous. By year’s end there were
only 30 terrorists in Owambo, 23 in Kavango and
almost none in Kaokoland. Only 7 had been able to go
south of Owambo and had all been killed. An
infiltration through Botswana to avoid the JMC failed,
all of the terrorists being killed or captured. SWAPO
trained strength at year end stood at 8,500: 3,400 were
fighting UNITA, 1,200 were defending the HQ and
main camps, 600 were in sub-headquarters, 600 in
Zambia, and 1,200 in administration and logistics.
Only 1,500 were available for infiltration into SWA,
including 750 of the special unit.

1985

By January the JMC was quite clearly not working.
SWAPO infiltration continued, and increased as the
rainy season began. Before the JMC, the terrorists
faced patrols deep inside Angola; now they were safe
except near the border. Terrorism intensified rapidly:
mines again claimed victims, bombs hit garages, shops
and businesses in Owambo. In March, “T'yphoon’
infiltrated 75 men to re-establish SWAPO’s political
presence; as specialists, they were not adept in the
field and 35 had been killed by month end. Others
entered Kavango, where there were now only 15
terrorists, and also died. Terrorism escalated further.
Operation Boswilger struck just over the border, and
brought an immediate decline in terrorism. 482
terrorists had been killed and some captured by late
August. SWAPO now had 40 in Owambo: 10 in the
west, 15 each in central and east Owambo, none in
Kaokoland and Kavango. Urban terrorism failed
when most of the terrorists were arrested. A
Transitional Government of National Unity was
formed at the request of the MPC, and the
Administrator-General replaced by a Governor-
General with reduced powers.

1986

The conflict settled back into its earlier pattern: in
June/July SWAPO withdrew from Owambo for the
dry season; from August to November they
concentrated on retraining and re-equipping the
Detachments, and small groups infiltrated on low-risk
tasks. In December/January the Army deployed into
southern Angola on the SWAPO infiltration routes.
From February to May there would be contacts in
southern Angola and Owambo. The 1985/86
infiltration was delayed, partly by late rains. Mid-




February saw the first major clashes: 37 terrorists died
in one contact with Koevoet in east Owambo on 14
February. By 23 February 116 had been killed.
SWAPO decided that a major success was needed. A
special group of 55 terrorists was ordered to capture a
white policeman and a Casspir APC. They crept up to
Onhangwena Police base during the night of 6 May,
but were seen; 2 were killed and 2 captured, and 13
were killed during the follow-up. On 21 May a large
terrorist group ambushed two Romeo Mike teams in
southern Angola, losing 56 killed. FAPLA did no
better in a clash on 22 May, 35km from Xangongo: it
lost 53 killed and 5 wounded. By November SWAPO
had lost 606 killed. SWAPO now had 8,350 men:
2,700 were fighting UNITA, 2,700 defending major
bases, 1,050 at headquarters, 500 defending camps in
southern Angola, and 400 in specialist elements. 1,000
were available for infiltration into Owambo. In March
the SA President had announced 1 August as the date
for implementing Resolution 435, on condition that
Cuban forces were withdrawn from Angola. This offer
was retracted in June in the face of intensified
terrorism and no sign that Cuba would agree.

1987

The year opened violently: 100 terrorists and 11
members of the security forces had died by 22
January. FAPLA began to back up SWAPO. Pursuing
Romeo Mike teams were fired on by FAPLA near
Mongua on 25 January; 72 SWAPO and 48 FAPLA
died. “Typhoon’ again took heavy losses in Owambo.
Another clash with FAPLA came on 14 June, when
they engaged Romeo Mike teams near Anhanca—s50
FAPLA and 20 SWAPO died. In July Romeo Mike
teams tracking SWAPO terrorists near Dova found

A wide range of mine-
protected vehicles were
developed including

several on light truck

chassis as ‘utility’

transport; one was this
Rheebok, widely used by

the Police and civil
government departments. i

themselves pursuing more than 120. Both sides
brought in more men, and 19o FAPLA and SWAPO
died. In August, 32 Battalion and 61 Mechanised
Battalion group deployed to south-east Angola to
support UNITA—Operation Moduler. There were
some small follow-up operations in September. On 31
October SWAPQ’s Central Front forward HQ, 35km
north of Cassinga, was hit in Operation Firewood: 150
SWAPO were killed. Activity in Owambo began to
slow down as SWAPO prepared for the new rainy
season.

1988

The fighting in south-east Angola continued, the
South Africans pushing FAPLA off the Chambinga
highlands in Operation Hooper. Terrorism in Owambo
escalated. Oshakati was rocketed on 13 January. The
SAAF hit SWAPO’s Western Regional HQ on the
15th and in Xangongo on 4 February. A bomb in an
Oshakati bank killed 20 and injured 44 on 19
February. Eight Mirages hit the Tobias Hainyeko
Training Centre and a transit camp at Lubango, and
five Impalas and artillery hit SWAPO in Ongiva on
the 2oth. On 3 May South African, Cuban and
Angolan diplomats met in London to discuss
disengagement.

The Cubans meanwhile speeded up deploying their
soth division in south-west Angola. This had a dual
purpose: it demonstrated solidarity with Angola after
the fiasco in the south-east, while being far enough
away from major South African forces not to risk a
clash; and it strengthened SWAPQ’s hand by making
a major external operation unlikely. South Africa was
as keen to settle as were Cuba and Angola, and would
hardly risk a clash that might hazard negotiations. The




SADF responded with a simulated deployment (10
Division) in north-west SWA. The Cubans also
formed composite units with SWAPO at Cahama,
Mongua, Mupa and Capira, handling support
functions, escorting the terrorists to the border and
covering their withdrawal. They also covered the
forward deployment of the SWAPO Front HQs to
Cuvelai, then to Xangongo (Western), Mongua
(Central) and Ongiva (Eastern). SWAPO became
more aggressive, and both Cuban and FAPLA forces
began to engage security forces pursuing terrorists
withdrawing into Angola.

After almost four months of escalating terrorism
and Cuban/Angolan delays at the negotiations, the
SADF moved a small force of armour and artillery
over the Cunene. On 26 June they shelled positions
around Techipa, inflicting quite heavy casualties. On
27 June a Cuban/FAPLA force advanced from
Techipa towards the South Africans, withdrawing
after a running battle against Olifant MBT's and some
Ratel-gos. A little later eight Mi(G-23s attacked the
Calueque dam, damaging the main water pipe to
Owambo, destroying a Buffel APC and killing 11
men; one MiG was damaged and did not make it
home. The main South African force meanwhile
crossed back to SWA. These were the last major
clashes—both sides having made their point, the
negotiations began to show results. A disengagement
agreement was signed on 22 August; the last South
African troops withdrew from Angola on the 31st; and
the Cubans began to pull back behind a line from

Ruacana through Chitado and Ongiva to the Lomba.
A Joint Military Monitoring Commission (JMMC) of
SADF, Cuban and FAPLA officers monitored the
process. Angola and Cuba agreed to prevent SWAPO
infiltration but, as in 1984/85, did not do so
effectively. By mid-October terrorism had increased
markedly, and 277 terrorists had entered Owambo
since 1 September. They were also very active and
aggressive, knowing that they could no longer be
pursued into Angola. On 22 December the South
African, Cuban and Angolan Foreign Ministers
reached agreement on a settlement providing for a
Cuban withdrawal from Angola and UN-supervised
independence for SWA in terms of Resolution 435.
1989

By January there were 3,000—4,000 terrorists near the
border. SWAPO had deployed its Command Post
near Peu Peu, the Western Front HQ north of Peu
Peu, and the Central Front HQ in the town. The
negotiations between South Africa, Cuba and Angola,
however, brought a settlement before SWAPO could
turn its newly improved situation to lasting military
advantage. By March terrorism was drastically down
under pressure from Angola and Cuba, who did not
want anything done that might allow South Africa to
back out.

The UN Transition Assistance Group (UNTAG)
military commander, General Prem Chand, arrived on
22 February, beginning the UN-supervised SWA
independence process. UNTAG’s military force had
been reduced from a planned 7,500 men to 4,650 to

<« One of the earliest
mine-protection APCs was
the Hippo, based on the
Bedford 4-ton chassis; these
remained in service in
second-line roles after the
Buftel and Casspir
replaced them as front-line
APCs.

» The Buffel mine-
protected APC, developed
using a Unimog chassis;
although intended purely
as personnel transport it
was used as a fighting
vehicle on many occasions.
The troop compartment
has ten seats, back to back,
with full harness; the
hinged sideplates can be
dropped for quick exits;
and the V-shaped hull
gives protection against
even multiple anti-tank
mines.




cut costs, and this wrangle had delayed its
deployment. 2,000 civilians and 360 police were also to
be deployed, the latter eventually increasing to 1,000.
The first UNTAG troops arrived in Windhoek on 10
March. The UN Special Representative for SWA/N,
Mr Martii Ahtisaari, arrived in Windhoek on 31
March, just in time to see SWAPO almost derail the
entire process by launching its largest-ever infiltration.

The first terrorists entered Owambo during the
night 31 March/1 April, two groups of 100 and go
near Ruacana, and two of 70 and 50 near Eenhana.
The first contact came on 1 April when a police patrol
was ambushed by 200 terrorists. That night two
groups of 150 and 100 crossed east of Ruacana, and
two of 50 near Nkongo. It was clear that the Police
could not handle the situation alone. After discussions
between South Africa, UNTAG and the UN
Secretary-General, it was agreed that the 1,500 SA
combat troops still in Owambo would deploy to
support the 2,000 SWA Police in the area, and that
three SWATTF battalions would be reactivated. More
terrorists crossed during the next two nights, bringing
the total to 1,200. By 6 April, 1,500 terrorists had
entered SWA. 253 terrorists and 26 soldiers and
policemen had died. Another 600—750 terrorists were
just north of the border, and 2,350 elsewhere in

southern Angola. Fighting spread to Kaokoland and
east Owambo. By 8 April there were 1,900 terrorists
in SWA, and 200 at Sesheke in south-west Zambia.

The fighting now began to wind down as SWAPO
accepted that the gamble had failed, agreeing to recall
their men. UNTAG had been unable to react because
it was running three weeks late, with only 9 of 300
police observers in place, and only some 100 military
observers in the country. South Africa, Cuba and
Angola meanwhile agreed that all terrorists in SWA
were to report to UNTAG assembly points by 15
April, to be disarmed and taken to north of the 16th
Parallel. By 12 April, Nujoma had ordered his men
back to Angola. Only a few reported to UNTAG,
most crossing directly to Angola. The deadline was
extended, the Army and Police only patrolling again
after 29 April. SWAPO’s gamble cost it more than 314
killed and 42 captured; 27 policemen and soldiers had
died. The political process continued; UNTAG
completed its deployment and South Africa began
drawing its forces down to be at 1,500 by election day.
The SWATTF stood down, and the SWAPOL COIN
Unit disbanded. The election in November passed
peacefully, producing a massive SWAPO vote in
Owambo, and victory for other parties in most of the
rest of the country.




THE SECURITY
FORCES

The South African Defence Force

The first counter-insurgency operations were carried out by
COIN units of the SA Police, controlled by the Security Branch
Head Office in Pretoria. Ordinary policing in northern SWA fell
under District Headquarters that reported to the SWA Divisional
HQ of the SAP in Windhoek. This organisation remained almost
unchanged until the end of the conflict, except that the SWA Div-
ision of the SAP became independent in 1980 as the SWA Police.

The only Army units in SWA during the early years were Citi-
zen Force (CF) units and Commandos (territorial defence), under
SWA Command. There was also a training unit, 2 SA Infantry
Battalion, in the South African enclave of Walvis Bay.

The SADF operational involvement in northern SWA began on
6 May 1968, when the SAAF established No. 1 Air Component at
Rundu to support the Police COIN units with light aircraft,
Alouette ITIs and Dakotas. On 22 July 1969 the Army established
No. 1 Military Area, with HQ at Rundu, to support the Police and
train local recruits. It had three infantry companies at Rundu,
Katima Mulilo and Ondangwa, and an armoured car troop at
Katima Mulilo.

On 1 April 1974, the SADF took over SWA border security
from the SAP. 1 Military Area was divided into four Sub-Areas,
covering Kaokoland, Owambo, Kavango and Caprivi. A fifth Sub-
Area opened in August 1975, to protect the Ruacana/Calueque
hydro-electric scheme. When South Africa became involved in the
Angolan civil war, two other Military Areas were opened to control
operations in support of UNITA and the FNLA. When Operation
Savannah ended, two Military Areas controlled operations in
northern SWA: No. 1 covering Kavango and No. 2 covering
Owambo and Kaokoland. In 1979 the Operational Area was
divided into three Sectors—r10, 20, 70—under SA Army
command. Four Sectors—30, 40, 50, 6o—covered the rest of
SWA, commanded by SWATTF officers from 1980.

Sector 10
Headquarters: Oshakati.
Forces: Four modular battalions—j51 at Ruacana, 52 at Oshakati,

53 at Ondangwa, 54 at Eenhana; 61 Mechanised Battalion Group
at Omathiya; 1o1 and 1oz Battalions SWATF at Ondangwa and
Opuwa; 25 Engineer Squadron at Oshakati; a training unit at
Oshivelo; and 5 Maintenance Unit at Ondangwa.

Other Forces: The SAAF had its main base at Ondangwa, with
Impala Mk IT light attack aircraft, Alouette I1I gunships, Pumas,
Bosbok FAC aircraft, Kudu utility aircraft, and Dakotas. The
Special Forces had a base inside the air base perimeter. The Medi-
cal Service had a surgical hospital at Ondangwa. The main Police
COIN Unit HQ was at Oshakati, with a sub-HQ at Opuwa.

Sector 20

Headquarters: Rundu.

Forces: 55 Bn. at Nepara; 32 Bn. at Buffalo; 201, 202 and 203 Bns.
SWATF at Omega, Rundu, and Mangeti.

Other Forces: SAAF airbase at Rundu; Impala Mk I1s; helicopters
and light aircraft. The Special Forces had several bases in this
sector. The Medical Service and the Police had their regional HQs,
and a Police COIN Unit sub-HQ at Rundu.

Sector 70

Headquarters: Mpacha.

Forces: 701 Bn. SWATF at Mpacha, with attached SWATTF arm-
oured car squadron and SWATTF artillery battery, and SA Navy
Marine Company for river patrols.

Other Forces: SAAF airbase at Mpacha; Impala Mk IIs, helicop-
ters and light aircraft. The Medical Service and the Police had their
regional HQs at Mpacha and Katima Mulilo.
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» A foot patrol being
dropped off by Buffels.




Major Units

The Modular Battalions

The main units involved in internal operations were the ‘modular
battalions’. 51, 52, 53 and 54 were formed in 1976; 55 Bn. was
formed as the ‘Western Area Battalion’ of 1 Military Area to
counter the infiltration into Kavango, and became 55 Bn. in
November 1986.

Each battalion had a small core ot Permanent Force (PL) officers
and NCOs on 2- to 4-year tours, and national service men (NSM)
in the second year of service. Sub-units were attached according to
the varying demands of the situation, hence ‘modular’. The rainy
season, for instance, brought reinforcements to meet the demands
of the annual infiltration. Usually each battalion fielded several
infantry companies, an armoured car squadron (Eland-gos and
-60s), and an engineer troop. These elements were drawn from SA
Army training and CF units, and from SWATT regional, training
and Reaction Force units. Trackers, ‘mounties’, motorcyclists, and
dog handlers were also attached as needed.

The infantry companies generally occupied company bases, and
had responsibility for a particular part of the battalion’s area. Most
of them were ‘modular companies’ of five rifle platoons and
attached trackers, interpreters, etc.; an armoured car troop and

» A Ratel ICV fitted as a
command vehicle during
Operation ‘Sceptic’ in June
1980.

other elements were attached as needed. The infantry had Buffel
mine-protected APCs for area patrols and to insert foot patrols.
81mm mortars and various machine guns, including a number of
old Vickers MMGs, were used for base defence. Light weapons
included the 7.62mm R-1 or 5.56mm R-4 rifles, and rebored Bren
LMGs; 4omm grenade launchers, 6omm mortars and sniping
rifles, shotguns and sub-machine guns.

The main responsibility of the modular battalions was to secure
their assigned areas. They employed cordon and search operations
and sweeps, intensive foot and vehicle patrolling, road patrols,
standing patrols and road checkpoints, swept the roads for mines,
and protected roadworks and water affairs teams in their area.
They escorted officials paying pensions (the ‘pension convoys’),
medical and veterinary teams, provided basic medical assistance to
local civilians and helped them in other ways. They also took part
in ‘externals’ and carried out independent ‘shallow externals’.

61 Mechanised Battalion Group

Formed in 1979 on the basis of Combat Group Juliet, the mech-
anised force of Operation Reindeer. It was the core of most major
external operations, and had a key part in defeating the 1987/88
FAPLA offensive against UNITA. Organisation varied for a time
before stabilising at two mechanised infantry companies (each




3 % 4 Ratel-20s); an armoured car squadron (3 x 4 Ratel-gos); a
tank squadron (3 x 3 Olifant MBTs); and an artillery battery
(8 x 155mm G—5 and 8 x 12zomm M-5 mortars [alternative
equipment]). Support elements included anti-tank platoon (3
sections of 2 Ratel-gos and 2 ATGW teams), a mortar platoon
(12 x Ratel-81s), an anti-aircraft troop (12 x Ystervark SP
2omm) and engineer, signals, medical and technical elements.
Like the modular battalions, 61 Mech had a PF/NSM core and
was assigned complete sub-units from various armour and
infantry training units.

32 Battalion

Formed in 1976 from FNLA troops cut off by the MPLA victory;
it grew into the premier light infantry battalion of the SA Army,
with an excellent combat record. 32 Bn. had five rifle companies, an
anti-tank squadron (Ratel-gos), a support company with 8rmm
mortars, 106mm recoilless guns and 14.5mm machine guns on
Unimogs, and an anti-aircraft troop with 12 Ystervark zomm SPs.
It used Buffel and Casspir APCs, although it frequently operated
on foot after helicopter insertion. At first officers and NCOs were
all South Africans, but later the number of black NCOs and junior
officers grew appreciably. 32 Bn. specialised in reconnaissance and
search and engage operations in southern Angola. Often quite
small elements would be deployed in Angola for five weeks or more
to search out SWAPO camps. Once a camp was found, additional
troops would be brought in to attack it or, if too well-defended for
32 to deal with alone, 61 Mech or other units would be brought in.

1 Parachute Battalion

Formed in 19671, its first action as a unit came in 1975-76 during
Operation Savannah. It took part in many externals: Operation
Reindeer saw them jump at Cassinga, 250km inside Angola; Sceptic
saw six companies deployed inside Angola simultaneously. There
was also a company-strength para reaction force at Ondangwa
AFB for many years. Two CF battalions—2 and 3 Para—were
formed in 1971 and 1977, and took part in several externals; they
also deployed companies at Ondangwa. 44 Parachute Brigade was
formed in 1978 with these battalions, a light artillery regiment

(120mm mortars) and an anti-tank company. A standing unit, 14
Parachute Battalion Group, was formed in 1988 and saw opera-
tional service during the 1989 SWAPO infiltration. The Paras gen-
erally used Pumas for insertion and extraction, but did jump
several times.

Marines

The SA Navy deployed a Marine company to the Operational Area
on a rotation basis from 1981 until the end of the conflict. First
based at Oshakati, the Marines later took responsibility for a com-
pany area in Caprivi under command of 701 Battalion. Working
from Wenela, they ran routine COIN operations and river patrols.
In the latter role they used wooden patrol boats towing small
inflatables with which a patrol could be put ashore quickly. The
Marines were organised as a rifle company, using Army equipment
and webbing, and wearing nutria field dress—albeit with naval
rank insignia. Their standard rifle was the G-3.

SA Air Force

Beginning with No. 1 Air Component in 1968, the SAAF was
involved from beginning to end. It had airbases at Ondangwa,
Ruacana, Rundu and Mpacha; there were air strips at many Army
bases, and helicopter landing areas at the others.

The most important aircraft were the Puma, the Alouette I11
and the Impala Mk IT; small numbers of each type were based in
the Operational Area. Most pilots and ground crew were seconded
from squadrons in South Africa, some on long tours. Impala Mk IT
light attack aircraft flew most of the close air support sorties during
external operations, building an outstanding operational record in
the face of some quite modern air-defence systems including
23mm ZU-23-2 and 20mm M-55s, 14.5mm ZPU-1s and other
machine guns, and various SAMs: SA-7, SA-9, SA-3 in the early
days; later also SA-6, SA-8, SA-13 and man-portable SA-14s and
SA-16s. They also provided effective night support despite their
lack of electronics. Apart from their 3omm cannon, they mainly
used 68mm rockets and 120kg HE and pre-fragmented bombs.
They also flew photo-reconnaissance using a camera pod.

Puma and (background)
Alouette helicopters at
Chitado during Operation
‘Klipkop’, 1980. The Puma
crew, with R-4s, provide
their own security; they
wear flying overalls, and
the man on the left
typically wears velskoene
instead of boots.




The Pumas were the main trooping, casevac and resupply air-
craft, supporting internal and external operations. Alouette ITIs
armed with side-firing zomm cannon supported any patrols,
Fighting Groups and Romeo Mike teams in contact or following
up a spoor. The gunship pilots sometimes assumed tactical control
when the bush was too thick for the commander on the ground to
form a clear picture. The commander of the paratroop reaction
force usually flew in one of the gunships. Some Alouette IIIs were
armed with single 12.7mm or twin 7.62mm machine-guns and
were used in a command role. Super Frelons saw some service, but
were not comfortable under the very ‘hot and high’ conditions.

Mirages, Buccaneers and Canberras supported the major exter-
nal operations. The Mirages and, to a lesser extent, the Buccaneers
flew both CAS and strike missions, while the Canberras operated
as medium-level bombers. Weapons used included 120kg and
250kg pre-fragmented and 450kg HE bombs, the spherical ‘Alpha
Bomb’, and 68mm rockets. Some Mirages were also based at
Ondangwa from time to time in the air-defence role. Two
MiG-21s were downed by Mirage F-1CZs during externals. Can-
berras also flew long-range reconnaissance, usually with a Mirage
escort. Mirage 11T RZs and R2Zs flew reconnaissance in high-
threat areas.

The Bosbok had many roles: visual reconnaissance in support of
patrols, cordon-and-search operations and sweeps, in reaction to
contacts or incidents, and along the cut lines; forward air control-
ler; artillery spotter; road and power line patrols; night spotter,
watching for possible mining activity on the tar roads, for vehicle
movement, and in reaction to contacts or incidents; night air base
security; navigation support for ground forces; and ‘telstar’ com-
munications relay. The Kudu was used in the light transport, liai-
son and casevac/medevac roles, for pamphlet drops and ‘ground-
shout’ work, and in place of the Bosbok. C-130 Hercules and C-160
Transalls flew regular transport missions from South Africa to the
Grootfontein transit base and to the major bases in the Operational
Area. C-160s and Dakotas also flew regular services within the
Operational Area and from Grootfontein. One Dakota was armed
with a 2omm cannon in the door and known as ‘Dragon Dak’.

The South-West Africa Territory Force (SWATF)
The SWATF was established on 1 August 1980 to form the basis
for future SWA armed forces, around existing regional, CF and

Mirage F-1AZ pilot of No.r1
Sqn. SAAF at Grootfontein
during the 1987-88
operations in support of
UNITA. No.1 Sqn. flew a
total of 683 sorties,
averaging eight aircraft
per mission, over 191 days;

they delivered 3,068
bombs, and lost one
Mirage shot down and one
crashed. During the same
campaign No.z4 Sqn.
deployed tour Buccancers,
which flew 99 sorties and
dropped 701 bombs.

Commando units. By 1989 the SWATF provided some 709, of
the ground forces deployed against SWAPO. Its standing force
included seven regional light infantry battalions: 101 Bn. in
Owambo, 102 in Kaokoland, 201 (Bushman) and 202 in Kavango,
701 in East Caprivi, 203 in Bushmanland, and 301 in Sector 30.
Its ‘Reaction Force’ (CF) was g1 Brigade, comprising an arm-
oured car regiment (Eland-9o), two infantry battalions (Ratel/
Buffel), an artillery regiment (5.5in.), and the usual supporting
elements. Another standing infantry battalion, 911 Bn., was a
‘swing force’ capable of both COIN operations and conventional
infantry operations as a part of the brigade. The SWATT also had
special forces and parachute elements, and a specialised tracking/
mounted infantry unit. A CF light aircraft squadron flew commu-
nications and spotter missions. The SWA Military School at

Men of 3z Bn., identified by
the fact that they alone in
the SADF wear camouflage
uniform, board a Puma for
a ride to their patrol area
in 1984; the orange cross on
the helicopter shows its
assignment to the Joint
Monitoring Commission.
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Okahandja offered junior leader training, advanced training being
in South Africa. While the regional units handled their own basic
and individual training, national service training was carried out by
2 SAT in Walvis Bay for the SWATF.

These forces were complemented by a regional counter-
insurgency force—Area Force—of 26 Area Force Units organised
to meet their particular responsibilities, and under the command of
four Sectors: 30 (HQ at Otjiwarongo), 40 (Windhoek), 50
(Gobabis) and 60 (Keetmanshoop).

101 Battalion

Shared the brunt of the operations in Owambo with Koevoet, and
also took part in many external operations. It was formed in 1974 as
the company-strength 1 Owambo Bn., with a home guard role.
From 1976 it was expanded to battalion strength and renamed 35
Bn. in 1978. When the Sectors were formed in 1979 it was renamed
o1 Bn. It recruited exclusively within Owambo. Recruits were
initially given only sufficient training for the home guard role but
this changed drastically after 1978: the training programme
changed to 12 months of intensive infantry training with the
emphasis on rural counter-insurgency operations. Other subjects
included driving, communications and ‘buddy aid’. Later training
covered various heavy weapons. Officers and NCOs were drawn
from SA Army units, but a junior leader training programme soon
began to provide Owambo NCOs and junior officers: by 1989 a
captain, 7 lieutenants, a sergeant-major, 5 staff-sergeants and 260
corporals.

Until 1980 the men were employed in small teams attached to
SA Army units as trackers and interpreters. In 1981 it was decided
to convert 101 to a light infantry battalion. In 1983/4 700 men were
recruited and trained, and thereafter it had an annual intake, build-
ing up to around 2,500 men by 1989. 101 Bn. ‘turned’ many of the
SWAPO terrorists that it captured: by 1989 some 359%, of its
strength was made up of ‘turned ters’.

In 1984 101 Bn. took on the Police’s mechanised tracking con-
ceptand developed it to suit Army operations. T'wo Reaction Force
companies (9o1/9o3 Special Service Companies) were formed for
this purpose. Their platoons were soon known as ‘Romeo Mike’
teams from the Afrikaans ‘Reaksiemag’. A typical Romeo Mike
team consisted of two officers and 40 men with four Casspirs and a
Samil-50 Kwévoel mine-protected supply truck. Each company
had three teams. From 1985, ro1 Bn’s sub-units fought under its
command rather than detached to other units. Another two Romeo
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SAAF Impala Mk.IlIs
provided the bulk of close
air support during the
conflict, using mainly
68mm rockets and 120 kg
bombs. This Impala is
parked in the netted pens
at Ondangwa in 1985.
Though elderly, the
Impala is a robust ground-
attack machine; the first
sign that the enemy had
operational SA-9 SAMs
came when an Impala
returned from a photo-
recce mission with a
complete SA-9 warhead
lodged in its tail.

Mike companies (9o2/9o4) and a Reconnaissance Wing were
formed, giving 101 a Reaction Force of four Romeo Mike com-
panies and the Reconnaissance Wing. This element concentrated
mainly on external operations and hot pursuit. An Internal Force
of two companies manned four small bases, and handled protection
and civic action work. A support company had anti-tank, mortar,
tracker, interpreter, engineer and medical platoons.

From 1985, 101 Bn. and Koevoet handled the bulk of mobile
and reaction operations inside Owambo and cross-border pursuits.
101 also ran independent external operations, and took part in
others; in 1987 it took part in the operations to stop the FAPLLA
offensive against Jamba.

101 Bn’s Romeo Mike Teams were exceptionally successful.
Two teams were ambushed by 6o SWAPO during an external in
1986, killing 58 of the ambushers for the loss of two men wounded.
In 1987 two teams killed 190 out of 250 SWAPO for the loss of two
wounded; these enemy casualties were confirmed from intercepts.
Between 1977 and 1988, 101 averaged 200 contacts a year and at
times had troops in Angola for six months at a time. It lost 85 men
killed.

102 Battalion

This unit began life in 1978 as the Kaokoland Company, with only
48 men. After a SWAPO infiltration in 1979 it was decided to
expand it into 37 Bn., later renamed 102 Bn. By 1989 it had 1,100
men in four rifle companies at Opuwo, Okongwati and Ehoriba.
One company took part in Operation Protea in 1981; and elements
were involved in several smaller externals and in Operation Askari
in 1983, several operations in 1984 and 1986, and Operation Excite
in 1988. The battalion lost 36 men killed.

201 Battalion

Formed 1974 with an infantry company of Portuguese and Bush-
man refugees from Angola, and another of Caprivi Bushmen
formed in 1975. They took part in Operation Savannah as Combat
Group Alpha. They were then formed into 31 Bn. in 1976. During
1977 and 1978, men of 31 Bn. served as trackers in Owambo, and
others formed reconnaissance teams with 1 Reconnaissance
Commando. Renamed 201 Bn. in 1979, it grew to five rifle com-
panies and a reconnaissance wing. Considerable effort also went
into the welfare of the Bushman community that grew up around
it. 201 Bn. took part in many externals, and had a company based in
Owambo on rotation.




202 Battalion

Formed 1975 by the Police as a guard force for border posts, and
transferred to the Army as 1 Kavango Battalion; renamed 34 Bn. in
1978 and 202 Bn. in 1980. It deployed clements to Owambo in
1979, and then in Kavango between 1980 and 1985 to counter
SWAPO attempts to activate the region. This threat fell away after
1983, and companies again deployed to Owambo. Elements took
part in several externals. The first Kavango officer was commis-
sioned in 1980. By 1989, 202 Bn. had 1,600 men in four rifle
companies. All section leaders, platoon sergeants and company
sergeants-major were Kavangos, as were a major and six lieuten-
ants. An armoured car squadron manned by SWATE NSM was
attached.

203 Battalion

Formed 1978 as 36 Bn. in Bushmanland; renamed 203 Bn. in 1980.
It concentrated on local security, and helping its men and their
extended families adapt to the modern economy. It deployed com-
panies to 54, 55 and 102 Bns. on rotation, and on the border with
Botswana. Elements took part in externals. In 1989 the battalion
had a strength of 500.

701 Battalion

Formed 1977 as 33 Bn.; renamed 701 Bn. in 1980. It took part in
operations into Zambia, and from 1978 deployed companies to
Kavango, Kaokoland and Owambo. From 1983 it had a
company—D-—of Marines attached. In 1989 it had goo men in
three rifle companies and a support company. Seven officers and all
NCOs up to and including the staff-sergeants were Caprivians.

911 Battalion

Formed 1977 as 41 Bn., recruiting throughout the territory rather
than on a regional basis; renamed 911 Bn. in 1980 as part of 91
Brigade. It transferred back to Sector 40 in 1987. 911 Bn. deployed
companies to Owambo from 1980, and took part in several exter-
nals. From 1984 one company was permanently deployed to 51 Bn.

A

A The new ‘plastic’
helmet with its unusual
cloth cover complete with
a ‘cap peak’; and the '8z
pattern load-carrying vest.
Note corporal’s chevrons
on a brassard, and slung
R—5 with butt folded.
Compare with Plate A4.

<« Eland-go and Eland-6o
armoured cars — the local
designations of the French
Panhard range — at
Okatope company base in
central Owambo, 198o0.
Both types were used for
area patrols and convoy
escort; and the Eland-9o
also saw extensive service
during ‘externals’, dealing
with T-34/85s, T-54s and
bunkers.




on rotation. From 1988 it was involved in training national
servicemen.

301 Battalion

Formed 1984 out of the ‘Northern Border Company’ that had been
formed in 1980 under control of 61 Mech. It deployed elements to
51 Bn. and for Operation Moduler.

1 SWA Specialist Unit

Known as ‘Swaspes’ (pronounced ‘Swaspess’) from the Afrikaans
spelling ‘Spesialiste’, this unit grew out of 101 Specialist Unit,
formed at Oshivelo in 1977 to centralise reaction force elements. It
combined the paratroopers of 1 Para based at Ondangwa with dog
handlers, trackers and mounted infantry. A motorcycle platoon
was attached from South Africa. Once trained, the unit deployed at
Nkongo under command of 54 Bn. for its first operational tour.

tracking or motorcycle work, although horses were again in use
after a period of neglect.

2 SWA Specialist Unit

Formed in 1987 out of the parachute company of Regiment Erongo
(912 Bn.)—which became 1 SWA Parachute Company in 1980—
and 1 SWA Reconnaissance Regiment (formed 1982). It took part
in various external operations.

The Police
The South African Police were the first element of the security
forces involved in the conflict. Their early COIN units deployed
and operated as light infantry platoons. When the SADF took over
responsibility for the SWA border, the SAP withdrew their COIN
units, leaving only Uniform Branch and CID personnel on normal
police duties, and elements of the Security Branch. The Police
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The battalion shoulder
patch is looped to the base
of the shoulder strap; it is
rarely seen in the field.
These units all saw
extensive action in the
operational arca; the
header bars are in white on
khaki: (A) 52 Bn. — yellow
(left) and red (right), with
opposite colour motifs. (B)

yellow palms and ground.
(C) 54 Bn. — yellow and
black border, dark green
centre with yellow buffalo,
black ‘54’ trimmed yellow.
(D) 61 Mechanised Bn. —
black shield thinly
outlined white, white
bayonet with red grip
detail, yellow lightnings
thinly outlined white.

53 Bn. — yellow and green
border, black centre with

Ez: Staff-Sergeant, SA Armoured Corps
This staff-sergeant is wearing the standard AFV crew helmet and
microphone harness, and faded overalls with chest ranking.

E3: Captain, South African Air Force

SAAF air liaison officers and forward air controllers were an integ-
ral element of all but the smallest external operations. In the field
with the Army they generally wore the standard nutria field dress,
although often with black boots or later with green flight boots.
The blue SAAF field jacket with orange liner was often worn in
cold weather; this would bear cloth pilot’s wings if the officer was a
pilot. Senior officers sometimes wore their peaked SAAF cap.
Working with the Army, a SAAF officer would normally carry his
issue Star gmm pistol in an Army web holster, and might also carry
an R-4 or R-5.

Fr1:‘Mountie’attachedto 53 Battalion; central Owambo 1980
The SWA Specialist Unit used the standard nutria field dress and
73 pattern webbing, but a variety of chest webbing and load-
bearing vests were used at different times. This mounted infan-
tryman is wearing the most common of several black nylon vests in
use with different pouch configurations, and a 73 pattern web belt
with water bottles. The cut-off bush hat was not unusual among
troops in the field; another sign of experience was sleeves cut off the
nutria shirt. The mounted infantry used the full range of light
infantry weapons, this man carrying an R-4.

Fz: Motorcyclist
The SWASpes motorcyclists were initially used as a fast-moving
reaction force, but later mainly for road and area patrols. They

wore nutria field dress with an olive crash helmet and chest web-
bing or a webbing jacket, as in this case. This man is also carrying a
privately owned revolver in a leather holster.

F3: Dog handler with pack hound

Dog handlers working with patrol dogs—usually Alsatians or
Labradors—generally wore full 73 pattern skeleton webbing or
later the 82 pattern vest. When working with pack hounds they
generally stayed in or near their vehicle, and wore only chest web-
bing and perhaps a water bottle. The personal weapon was initiall
an R-1 and from 1980 onwards an R-4, or later an R-5. The pack
hounds wore coloured jackets—blue, orange, red, yellow—for
visibility from the vehicle or from a helicopter, and were controlled
by colour-coded whistles.

Gr1: Mirage pilot, SAAF

The fighter pilots were, perforce, fairly standard in their flight
gear; fire-resistant green flying overalls with a survival/shroud cut-
ting knife on the leg, G-suit, survival vest and ‘bone dome’, as in
this case; later new light-weight green flying boots were intro-
duced. Various survival vests were used over the period, this pilot
wearing the latest. Pilots carried various pistols in standard Army
holsters or privately bought shoulder holsters. The flying overalls
usually bore squadron patches, cloth pilot’s wings and rank badges,
the latter either on epaulette sleeves or as small velcro-backed
patches on the left chest.

Gz: Helicopter flight engineer, SAAF

Alouette ITT gunships provided both close air support and visual
reconnaissance during internal and external operations. They flew
with a crew of two, pilot and flight engineer/gunner, although
sometimes an Army officer would also be aboard to help direct the
ground flight. Early in the conflict Alouette and Puma crews some-
times flew in very casual dress—velskoene’, shorts and shirt—but
for later conflict they wore the normal flying overalls. Many, how-
ever, continued to wear velskoene, and many did not always wear
their survival vests, particularly during internal operations. Apart
from pistols they usually carried R-4s or R-5s for protection on an
LZ or should they be forced to land.

G3: Operations medic

The Ops Medic—Operational Medical Orderlies—were highly
trained orderlies who accompanied most patrols and worked with
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the casevac helicopters. Their role was to stabilise the wounded
sufficiently to ensure survival until a doctor could take over. They
also had to be prepared to defend themselves and their patients at
any time. The wore nutria field dress, and were distinguishable
only by a small badge on the right chest and by their medical bags.
This Ops Medic on casevac duty at Ondangwa is carrying the full
medical bag normally carried by doctors, as well as a stretcher.
Working with ground forces, the kit would vary depending on
whether he was working on foot, horseback or in a vehicle. The
normal personal weapon was the R-5.

Hi: UNITA captain, 1988

UNITA’s standard field dress consists of a green uniform similar
in cut to the South African nutria; many troops wore other uni-
forms or combinations, including early SA Army items and later
nutria. Local guerrilla units were often hard to distinguish from
civilians. This captain of the Regular Forces was attached to one of

See Plate G3 — SADF
corporal’s chevrons, and
the yellow-on-maroon
Operational Medic’s chest
patch.

the South African combat groups during the fighting in south-east
Angola in 1987/88. He is wearing the green uniform (usually
worn in the bush with a floppy green peaked field cap and chest
webbing) and an SA Army webbing holster, and is carrying a
folding-stock AK-47. Rank badges were not worn in the field.

Hz: SWAPO ‘Detachment’ terrorist, 1950

While the small SWAPO ‘conventional force’ wore uniform, usu-
ally standard FAPLA items, terrorists infiltrated into SWA gener-
ally worked in civilian clothes—sometimes worn in several layers
to allow a quick change on the run. This RPG gunner of a group
almost literally run down by an armoured car patrol in mid-198o
was unusual in wearing a sand-coloured uniform with an olive
jersey and black army-style boots. He carried an RPG-7 and had
several reloads in a simple canvas sling bag. Others of the group all
wore civilian clothes and footwear—the days of terrorists wearing
issue boots with recognisable sole patterns were almost over by
1980. They carried AK-47s, and one man had an SKS to use with
rifle grenades. SWAPO personnel in Angolan camps wore a variety
of uniforms including various Warsaw Pact items and others from
Kenya.

Hj3: FAPLA officer; JMMC, 1989

The Angolan Army wore a standard camouflage field dress for
most of this period, recalling the Portuguese copies of the 1950s
French airborne issue, with either a green beret or a cap. In the
field all ranks carried AKs of one or another model, and wore chest
webbing. White T-shirts were often worn when not on operations.
Map cases and pistol holsters were generally East European items.
This officer is wearing the bright orange brassard of the Joint
Military Monitoring Commission (JMMC) of South African,
Cuban and Angolan officers which monitored the 1988 disen-
gagement.
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Notes sur les planches en couleur

A1 Nutria de modéle 1971, sud-africain (uniforme de combat brun) souvent modifié
en brousse —les manches ¢taient coupées, les chapeaux découpés en casquettes, etc.
Ceinturon modele 1973 avec quatre gourdes; achats personnels et de P'unité
d’equipement expérimental—portant vestes, etc. .., étaient courants; et veuillez
noter le sac a dos du commerce, et le lance-grenades M79. L insigne de rang ne se
portait pas en brousse. A2 Un engagé volontaire portant le nutria standard, avec
chevrons de caporal sur deux brassards. Modéle d’équipement en toile de 1982 et
bardas; fusil R—4 avec chargeur a 30 coups; fusées éclairantes, radio et gourdes dans
le bardas. A3 Equipement de modéle 1973 sans le bardas mais comprenant sac de
couchage et poncho. e SWATF portait des fusils G—3 a cette date. (Détails:
écusson d’épaule, 102 Bn.; écusson de poitrine en métal, 911 Bn. porté uniquement
en baraquement, etc.) A4 Nouveau casque en plastique dont le couvre-casque a une
visiere de casquette attachée; veste de webbing de 1982. Apparence caractéristique
du soldat servant dans le transport automobile sur un raid “extérieur”.

Br1 La seule unité a porter une tenue de camouflage dans ’Armée de I’Afrique du
Sud, ici version d’été. Le “webbing” porté sur la poitrine était courant, de méme
que les armes communistes; opérant au plus profond de I’Angola, des officiers et des
sous-officiers blancs se peignaient aussi le visage en noir. Bz Uniforme de
camouflage d’hiver du 32 Bn., avec veste d’équipement modéle 1982 et bardas, fusil
R—4. B3 Lors des parades et a d’autres occasions officielles, le 32 Bn. portait son
béret de camouflage unique en son genre avec écusson de buffle, et la “candy bar”
courante de ’Armée sud-africaine au-dessous de I’écusson dans les couleurs de
P’arme de service. Notez usson sur Pépaule, le ceinturon d’étable de cette unité.
B4 Notez la casquette distinctive de cette unité et ’écusson portant un corbeau; le
fusil R-1; insigne de rang de SWATF; et “webbing” de poitrine, utilis¢ pour la
premiére fois par cette unit¢ de Bushman.

C1 Le Koevoet portait a 'origine des uniformes de camouflage de la Police, avec
chapeau de brousse correspondant ou casquette a visiére avec couvre-nuque; il fut
ordonné que ceux-ci soient remplacés par des uniformes vert olive passé vers le
milieu des années 1980. I.e webbing de poitrine fut adopté peu aprés, comme étant
pratique pour les traqueurs a pied. Les armes étaient tres mélangées; principalement
des fusils R—1 au début, avec des Uzi et Walther SMG, des lances-grenades sud-
africains et des Etats-Unis, et toute une variét¢ de pistolets. C2 T-shirts, avec
souvent des décorations de Groupe ‘comme cet exemple fantaisiste avec poches de
camouflage ajoutées, etc. souvent portés dans la brousse avec des bottes raccourcies
en toile, des bonnets de laine, etc.” Le fusil R—5 de 5,56mm devint standard. C3
I’uniforme vert olive, ici avec insignes de rang sur un brassard, ce qui est peu
courant. Seul I’équipement le plus léger était porté pendant les missions a pied.

D1 Unifome de camouflage de la Police sud-africaine, avec casquette—notez le
badge —et panneau supérieur orange pour la reconnaissance aérienne; pantalons
longs et courts, chemise et veste, casquette et chapeau de brousse, toutes ces picces
se portaient selon les golits et la saison. Le webbing de 1973 ou le webbing de
poitrine étaient souvent util pour armes le fusil R—1, le Walther P—38 ou les
pistolets Beretta M—92. D2 Des vétements désuets avaient été fournis a ce service de
“garde domestique”; 'arme est une mitraillette MAG—;58. D3 Un traqueur ou
un interpréte portant le vétements de la Police avec “VP” et badge de I'unité sur le
T-shirt, et manchon de casque en plastique de I’Armée; webbing de poitrine de la
Police et fusil G—3.

E1, E2 Les équipages de blindés portaient des combinaisons résistant au feu et une
veste d’hiver similaire, avec insigne de rang sur les boucles de patte d’épaule au
comme ici, sur une plaque de poitrine; une combinaison a la couleur passée et
devenue tres pale a 'usage. Le sergent-chef porte le casque blindé pour équipage de
distribution standard. Ils portaient des ceinturons de webbing standard, des étuis de
pistolets, etc. E3 Les officiers de liaison servant avec les forces au sol portaient le
nutria mais pouvaient garder leurs vestes de ’Armée de I’Air, et de temps a autre la
casquette a visiere.

F1 Les vétements composant le nutria et le webbing, modele 1973 ¢taient normausx,
mais on observa de nombreuses variations, y compris des vestes d’équipement en
nylon noir. F2 Vétements de nutria et équipement de webbing, avec revolver acheté
dans le privé et casque protecteur réglementaire. F3 Les entraineurs des chiens qui
opéraient 4 partir des véhicules portaient seulement un équipement léger. Les
chiens avaient des “vestes” de couleur pour mieux les voir.

G1 Combinaisons en vert conventionnel, résistant au feu, “G-suit”, kit de survie
placé dans une veste; ils portaient plusieurs pistolets. G2 Doublant un ingénieur de
vol et un canonnier, il porte plusieurs combinaisons qu’il a choisies personnellement
de vétement et d’équipement. G3 Seul un petit badge de poitrine distinguait le corps
médical, portant ici un grand kit de médecine pour un docteur; pendant qu’ils
travaillaient en brousse, ils portaient 'uniforme et I’équipement de campagne
appropriés.

Hi I uniforme et la casquette verts de base de "'UNITA, avec webbing de poitrine;
ils portaient aussi plusieurs articles sud-africains. L’insigne de rang ne se portait pas
en brousse. Hz Uniforme peu courant pour la SWAPO, copi¢ d’apres des photos de
terroristes capturés: ils portaient généralement 'uniforme distrubué par le FAPLA
ou la tenue civile. Les armes les plus portées étaient des AK—47, des RPG—7,
plusieurs mitrailleurs du Bloc de I'Est, et des carabines Simonov avec lances-
grenades. H3 Camouflage du FAPLA, copié sur le modele portugais, lui-méme une
copie du type frangais des années cinquante; notez le brassard JMMC.

Farbtafeln

A1 Die siidafrikanische Nutria-Uniform (braun) von 1971 wurde im Busch oft
beliebig modifiziert—Armel abgeschnitten, Hut zu Kappe zugeschnitten usw.
Giirtel von 1973 mit 4 Wasserflaschen; oft wurden Stiicke wie etwa experimentelle
Westen mit Munitionstaschen usw. einzeln oder fiir eine ganze Einheit erworben;
siche auch Rucksack und Granatwerfer M79. Rangabzeichen wurden im Busch
nicht getragen. Az Freiwilliger in Standard-Nutria (braune Feld-uniform) mit
Korporalswinkeln auf zwei Armbinden. Gurte und Tasche von 1982; Gewehr R—4
mit 3o0-schissigem Magazin; Leuchtraketen, Funkgerit und Wasserflaschen in
Tasche. A3 Ausriistung von 1973 ohne Tasche, aber mit Schlafack und Poncho; die
Mitglieder von SWATF trugen damals die Gewehre G—3. (Details: Schulter-
spange, Bat. 102; Metallabzeichen auf der Brust, Bat. 911, nur in der kaserne
getragen; usw.). A4 Neuer, stoffbedeckter Kunststoffhelm mit zusitzlichem
Kappenschirm; Gurtenweste von 1982. Typischer Soldat einer Transporteinheit
bei einem Uberfall auBerhalb der Landesgrenzen.

B1 Die einzige Einheit der siidafrikanischen Armee mit Tarnuniformen, hier in der
Sommerversion. Brustgurte waren tblich, und Waffen aus kommunistischen
Lindern wurden oft getragen. Bei den Einsitzen tief in Angola trugen weile
Offiziere und Unteroffiziere auch schwarze Gesichtsbemalung. Bz Winter-
Tarnuniform des 32. Bat., Taschenweste und Tasche von 1982, Gewehr R—4. B3
Bei Paraden und anderen formellen Anldssen trug man im 32. Bat. ihre ureigene
Tarnmiitze mit Biffelabzeichen tiber dem tublichen “Candy bar”-Zeichen der
stidafrikanischen Armee in Waffengattungsfarben. Siehe Schulterabzeichen und
festen Giirtel dieser Einheit. B4 Man beachte die typische Kappe dieser Einheit mit
Krihenabzeichen, Gewehr R—1, SWATF —Rangabzeichen und Brustgurte, ers-
tmalig von dieser Buschmann-Einheit benutzt.

Cr1 Die Truppen von Koevoet trugen urspringlich Polizei-Tarnuniformen mit
dazu passenden Buschhiiten, bezw. mit Schirmkappen mit Halsschutz; diese
Uniformen wurden Mitte der 8cer Jahre durch blaBgriine Uniformen ersetzt.
Brustgurte, praktisch fir Kundschafter, wurden rasch eingefiihrt. Die Bewaffnung
war schr gemischt—zuerst hauptsichlich Gewehre R—1, aber mit Uzi-MGs und
Walther SMGs, stidafrikanischen und amerikanischen Granat-werfern und einer
Vilefalt von Pistolen. C2 T-shirts, oft mit Gruppenverzierungen wie dieses hier, mit
zusitzlichen Tarntaschen usw., wurden oft im Busch zusammen mit abgeschnit-
tenen Segeltuchstiefeln, Wollmitzen usw. getragen. Das 5,56mm-Gewehr R—5
wurde zur Standardausriistung. C3 Die olivgrine Uniform hier ganz uniiblich mit
Rangabzeichen auf Armbinde. Zu FuBl wurde nur die leichteste Ausriistung
mitgetragen.

D1 Siidafrikanische Polizei-Tarnuniform mit Kappe—siche Abzeichen—und
orangefarbenem Einsatz oben, um von der Luft her kenntlich zu sein; lange und
kurze Hosen, Hemd und Jacke, Kappe und Buschhut—alle je nach Geschmack und
Jahreszeit getragen. Entweder die Gurte von 1972 oder Brustgurte wurden oft
verwendet; dazu Gewehr R—1 und Pistoleen Walther P—38 oder Beretta M—g2. D2
Fiir diese “Heimatschutz”-Einheit wurden alte Kleidungs-stiicke zur Verfiigung
gestellt; siche Maschinengewehr FN MAG—58. D3 Kundschafter oder Dolmets-
cher mit Polizeiuniformen—VP-und Einheitsabzeichen auf T-Shirt, mit
Kunststoff-Futter des Stahlhelms, Polizei-Brustgurte und Gewehr G-3.

E1, E2 Panzerfahrzeug-Besatzungen trugen feuerfeste Overalls und dhnliche
Winterjacken; Rangabzeichen entweder auf Schulterspangen oder, wie hier, auf der
Brust; die Overalls wurden nach einiger Zeit sehr verblat. Der Feldwebel trigt den
Helm von Panzerbesatzungen. Gurtelriemen, Pistolenhalfter usw. wurden getra-
gen. E3 Verbindungsoffiziere bei den Bodentruppen trugen Nutria, behielten aber
manchmal ihre Luftwaffen-Jacken und manchmal auch Schirmkappen.

F1 Nutria-Felduniformen und Gurte von 1973 waren normal, doch gab es viele
Variationendarunter Taschenwesten aus schwarzem Nylon. F2 Nutria-Uniform
und Taschenweste mit Gurten, privat erworbener Revolver und
regulirerSturzhelm. F3 Die aus Fahrzeugen heraus arbeitenden Patroullen mit
Hunden waren nur leicht ausgertstet. Die Hunde trugen farbige “Jacken”, um
besser sichtbar zu sien.

G1 Griine, feuerfeste Overalls—“G-Suit”—und Notvorrite wurden in den
Taschen der Weste getragen, dazu eine Vielfalt von Pistolen. G2 Gleichzeitig
Bordmechaniker und Schiitze, trigt er eine der individuell ausgesuchten Kombi-
nationen von Kleidungsstiicken und Waffen. G3 Nur ein kleines Abzeichen auf der
Brust kennzeichnet den Sanititer, hier mit einer groflen Medizintasche fiir den
Arzt; im Busch trugen sie entsprechende Felduniform und Ausriistung.

Hi Die griine UNITA-Grunduniform samt Kappe, mit Brustgurten; sie trugen
aber auch verschiedene stidafrikanische Merkmale. Rangabzeichen wurden im
Busch nicht getragen. Hz Ungewohnliche SWAPO-Uniform, kopiert von Fotos
gefangener Terroristen; sie trugen sonst meist FAPLA-Uniformen oder Zivil-
kleidung. Bewaffnung bestand meistens aus Maschinenpistolen AK—47 odder
RPG-7, verschiedenen leichten MGs und Simonov-Karabinern mit Granatwer-
fern. H3 FAPLA-Tarnuniform nach portugiesischen Vorbildern, die ihrerseits
selbst von franzésischen Uniformen der soer Jahre kopiert worden waren; siche
JMMC-Armbinde.
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