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Modern African Wars (1): Rhodesia 1965-80

1 he Rhodesian HWar

It could be argued that in one sense the Rhodesian
War really began in 18go. Cecil Rhodes knew that
the territory which later bore his name was not only
suitable for European settlement, but rich in gold
and other minerals as well. He obtained a mining
concession, and formed the British South Africa
Company to exploit it (the Company’s crest, an
Imperial lion firmly grasping an African elephant’s
tusk, was to remain the symbol of white Rhodesia
right through to 1980). The Company sent a
military-style Pioneer Column to occupy its claims.
It reached its destination unopposed; but the
Pioneers knew that armed conflict with the local
Africans could not long be delayed.

Imperialism was not new to Central Africa. The
Shona-speaking groups who made up some 75 per
cent of the African population of what came to be
called Southern Rhodesia had their own history of
inter-group struggles and dynastic warfare. It was
they who had been responsible for the elaborate
stone ‘Zimbabwes’ whose ruins were so impressive
that later Europeans refused to believe that they
had been built by Africans at all. (The carved stone
‘Zimbabwe bird’ from those ruins became a symbol
for the later African nationalists).

The wealth that these imposing buildings
represented had been the bait which attracted two
unsuccessful 16th-century Portuguese expeditions.
The real menace, however, came from the south, in
the form of the Mfecane or ‘Crushing’: a great
disruptive wave of Southern Bantu groups fleeing
northwards away from the Zulu menace in the early
19th century. They had adopted Zulu organisation,
weapons and tactics, and were militarily superior to

the Shona who lay in their path. In 1834 one group -

stormed the stone fortress of Great Zimbabwe and
killed the last Shona emperor. The Ndebele,
another such group, settled in the western part of

the country, and either killed or assimilated the
Shona there. By 1890 they and their Shona clients
accounted for 20 per cent of the African population.

The Ndebele regarded themselves as overlords of
the whole country, and their warriors watched the
European incursions with growing anger. In 1893
they took on the settlers in what the latter called the
Matabele War. Zulu-style weapons and tactics
proved no match for European firepower: the
Ndebele were defeated, and ‘Matabeleland’ was
annexed. Three years later they rose again in revolt.
Again they were defeated; but no sooner had this

The stick leader of a Police Support Unit patrol moves warily
through an African village. Generally, Police units carried
more kit than their Army counterparts, and paid closer
attention to dress regulations.



Bush—with Alouette . . . The start of a ‘contact’ in the

Darwin/Marymount area.

rising been quelled than the Shona in castern
‘Mashonaland’ also rose. Since the Shona were less
centralised than the Ndebele, their rebellion had
more of the character of a guerrilla war, and the
Company’s forces found it correspondingly more
difficult to suppress; but by 1897 all was calm again.
This Shona rising came to be known as the ‘First
Chimurenga’ or Liberation Struggle (murenga mean-
ing rebels or fighters in ChiShona), and was to
prove an inspiration for the later nationalists.
The settlers were now firmly in control.
Company rule ended in 1923, and a new
constitution granted representative government to
an almost wholly white electorate. Although it
remained staunchly British in sentiment, the new
government’s native policy of ‘parallel develop-
ment’ resembled that of South Africa. It was
enshrined in a Land Apportionment Act, which
allocated hall"the fand to a Furopean community
estimated at the time to be some four per cent of the
total population; and in Native Registration and
Native Passes Acts which gave it the power to
enforce segregation. Nevertheless, the undoubted
benefits of increased personal security and im-
proved public health led to a rapid rise in the
African population, which helped to offset in-
creased European immigration. By 1965 there were
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some 228,000 Europeans and 4,847,000 Africans,
together with 23,000 Asians and Coloureds (people
of mixed race).

The Africans slowly began to organise themselves
politically. Up to the 1950s their efforts were limited
to issues such as wages and equal opportunities; but
an ill-fated British attempt to amalgamate settler-

controlled Southern Rhodesia with the more
orthodox colonial territories of Northern Rhodesia
and Nyasaland in the so-called Central African
Federation led to a militant  African
nationalism and a call for ‘one man, one vote’. The
writing was on the wall, and in 1956 the
Federation’s army was quietly reorganised to give
priority to counter-insurgency.

Alfrican opposition to the Federation became so
violent that it broke up in 1964. Northern Rhodesia
and Nyasaland became fully independent black
states under the new names of Zambia and Malawi,

leaving Southern Rhodesia still technically subject

rise in

Fireforce, waiting for take-off. Note mixture of British steel
parachute helmets, and locally-acquired ‘bone domes’ of
commercial origin: there was a good deal of laxity about such
matters when on operations. The FN-MAG light machine gun
carried by the troopie in the foreground is—as was common—
daubed with green and brown paint. The ratio of MAGs to
rifles in combat sections was usually one to four—higher than
in European armies. The soldier carrying it wears a one-piece
camouflage jump suit. Not much equiy tis slung under the
ventral reserve pack, and full battle webbing is worn: fireforce
troops more often than not jumped into ‘hot’ DZs and went
straight into action, and there was no time for unpacking

jump-bags or equipment covers.







to Britain. The Rhodesian African nationalists
pressed for independence and black majority rule.
The British were sympathetic, but the white
Rhodesian electorate (which had scarcely been
reassured by recent events in the Congo) was united
in its opposition under its new leader, Ian Smith.

Affairs had reached an impasse. The British
government refused to give Southern Rhodesia
independence under the kind of constitution
acceptable to the white Rhodesians. The Rho-
desians saw only one way out of the dilemma. In
May 1965 they issued their Unilateral Declaration
of Independence (UDI), and renamed their
country simply ‘Rhodesia’.

The British government refused to intervene
militarily, and put its trust in economic and
diplomatic sanctions. Since Rhodesia’s links with
the outside world ran through friendly South Africa
and Portuguese Mozambique (where a white
colonial power was fighting its own anti-guerrilla
war), these sanctions proved ineffective, and the
Rhodesians were able to get enough arms,
equipment and fuel to sustain their forces during the
now-inevitable struggle.

The African nationalists were also receiving
outside help. Newly independent black African
states like Zambia and Tanzania felt a natural
affinity for their oppressed ‘brothers’ in what they
called ‘Zimbabwe’, and did what they could to help
them. Equipment and more specialised training in
sabotage and the general techniques of rev-

‘Troopies’ canteens’—this one at Bindura—were supplied and
run by civilian volunteers, and were popular watering-stops.

olutionary warfare were supplied by both Russia
and Communist China, who had their own reasons
for wanting to embarrass the West. This Com-
munist assistance further alarmed the white
Rhodesians, and stiffened their resolve.

The diplomats made a series of attempts to
resolve the escalating dispute. Shortly before the
first shots were fired on what later came to be
commemorated as ‘Chimurenga Day’ (22 April
1966), Smith met Harold Wilson, the British Prime
Minister, on board HMS Fearless. The talks proved
abortive. Two years later, in 1968, Smith and
Wilson met again, this time on HMS Tiger; but they
were still unable to bridge the gap between British
insistence on majority rule, and the white settlers’
reluctance to plunge Rhodesia into what they saw
as Communist-inspired chaos.

In 1970 Rhodesia declared itself to be a republic.
A new British government tried yet again: this time
Britain’s Pearce Commission got as far as sub-
mitting its compromise proposals to the Rhodesian
Africans, only to have them decisively rejected.

The struggle began once more. By now the
guerrillas had gained in experience, and the
Rhodesian forces began to be stretched. Their
situation worsened dramatically when the Port-
uguese withdrew from Mozambique in 1974, and
opened up a new and extensive frontier to guerrilla
infiltration. The Rhodesians remained defiant; but
in 1975 joint South African/Zambian pressure
forced both sides to accept a ceasefire, followed by a
meeting between Ian Smith and the nationalist
leaders on the railway bridge spanning Victoria
Falls. This proved abortive, however, and fighting
was resumed.

In 1976 the Americans added their weight to
British efforts, and the hard-pressed Smith was
finally persuaded to accept the principle of majority
rule. The Rhodesians rejected the detailed Anglo-
American proposals, however, and instead began
negotiations with some of the more moderate
nationalist leaders. In 1978 these led to a so-called
‘internal settlement’, which introduced universal
suffrage and re-named the country ‘Zimbabwe-
Rhodesia’. Bishop Muzorewa won the subsequent
election and became the new Prime Minister,
though control of the security forces remained
firmly in white hands. The international com-
munity refused to recognise this settlement,



however; and guerrilla warfare continued, despite
amnesty offers and the activities of the new black
government’s own Security Force Auxiliaries.

The end was now in sight. Isolated diplomati-
cally and overextended economically, its small
white population exhausted by the ever-increasing
demands for military service, the Rhodesian
government agreed to another constitutional
conference. The guerrillas were tired, too, and were
finding it increasingly difficult to motivate their
men to fight what was now a black government. In

1979 both sides met at Lancaster House in London.
In what turned out to be a belated triumph for
British diplomacy, an agreement on a new
constitution was signed and a ceasefire agreed.

In 1980 a Commonwealth Monitoring Force
(composed of men from Britain, Australia, New
Zealand, Kenya and Fiji) arrived in Zimbabwe-
Rhodesia to supervise the ceasefire and the new
elections. To the surprise of many of the white
Rhodesians (who retained their own reserved
Parliamentary seats) the militant Patriotic Front
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won a clear victory over Muzorewa’s col-
laborationist party; and Robert Mugabe, leader of
the Shona-dominated ZANU (PF), became Prime
Minister of what was now to be called just plain
‘Zimbabwe’. The war which the nationalists had
called ‘Second Chimurenga’ was over at last.

1 he Futriotic Front Forces

The development of the African nationalist
organisations is difficult to follow in detail as
government banning orders, coupled with a series of
schisms, led to their operating under a variety of
titles and a veritable ‘alphabet soup’ of initials.
Essentially, however, there were two main move-
ments: ZAPU (the Zimbabwe African People’s
Union), and ZANU (the Zimbabwe African
National Union), to which must be added an
assortment of more moderate ‘third force’ groups.

ZAPU was the successor of the original
nationalist movement. It was led by Joshua Nkomo,
an Ndebele-speaker, and although it claimed to
represent all Rhodesian Africans it came increas-
ingly to be identified with the Ndebele. Its military
wing was known as ZIPRA (Zimbabwe People’s
Revolutionary Army), whose commander “Nikita’
Mangena was killed in 1978 and succeeded by
Lookout Masuku.

ZANU originated in 1963, when a number of
more radical nationalists left ZAPU to form their
own movement. Its leadership was more ‘“collective’

movements were clearly counter-productive, and
the ‘Front Line’ African states made a number of
attempts to impose a degree of unity. In 1972
ZAPU and ZANU were persuaded to establish a
Joint Military Command, but this proved abortive.
A much more determined effort was made in 1975,
when the military wings were forced to unite as
ZIPA (Zimbabwe People’s Army), with a joint
military committee headed by ZANLA’s Nhongo
and a ZIPRA deputy. Attempts were made to
integrate the two forces, but there were difficulties
from the start. Some ZIPRA recruits were even
killed by their ZANLA comrades, and by 1977
ZIPA was effectively ZANLA-controlled.

This attempt at military integration was
accompanied by moves towards creating a degree of
political unity. In 1976 ZAPU and ZANU agreed
to combine within an umbrella organisation known
as the Patriotic Front. The need for greater unity
was clearly demonstrated when two of the leaders of

Rainy season: railway sleepers form an improvised hard
surface on the worst spots of the approach road to Joint
Operations Centre (JOC) Rutenga.







































































































Members of 3 Independent Coy. off-duty at Inyanga in the
Eastern Highlands—°3 Indep’s’ home for much of the war.

other ranks until 1948. The Mounted Troop wore
the same tunic with a white Wolseley helmet
mounting a brass badge and spike, pale cord
breeches, and brown leather belt, gauntlets and
gaiters.

Az2: Constable, Support Unit, BSAP, 1965

Like its forerunner, the Askari Platoon, the BSAP’s
para-military Support Unit provided the Guard at
Government House (with a short break im-
mediately after UDI). The unit’s full dress included
a long-sleeved version of the 1948 Rhodesian
‘universal tunic’, together with the same gold-
tasselled blue fez as the Police Band, but it was
distinguished by its black leather. Black gaiters were
adopted in 1969. The Lee Enfield was used for
ceremonial duties until 1970. In the field the men
carried FN rifles and wore standard camouflaged
fatigues, with ‘BSAP’ shoulder titles, and a drab
sleeve patch showing a black falling eagle with
‘SUPPORT UNIT above. The unit’s motto Pamber: ne
Gondo meant ‘Forward with the Eagle’.

A3: Constable, South African Police, 1975

Following an alliance between Rhodesian and
South African black nationalist movements, SAP
units were deployed in Rhodesia in 1967. They
were officially withdrawn in 1975, but some are
alleged to have continued to operate in the border

412

areas afterwards. This para-military policeman
wears the SAP’s camouflaged field uniform,
originally developed for use in the semi-desert scrub
of the Caprivi Strip rather than the greener bush of
Rhodesia. South Africa continued to provide both
official and unofficial help. Logistic assistance
during the 1979 elections involved considerable
numbers of South African Police, Army and Air
Force personnel, all of whom wore their own
uniforms; and many South African volunteers
served in Rhodesian units.

Bri: Lance-Corporal, Rhodesian African Rifles, 1968
The dark green fez, green and black stable belts and
hose tops were adopted during the 1950s and worn
with the 1948 pattern Rhodesian ‘universal tunic’
and shorts. In the later 1960s RAR officers began to
appear on parade in greens and slouch hats, and all
ranks received these in about 1972. The Regimental
Band had already adopted a green Wolseley-
pattern helmet with a black pagri and silver spike,
together with black and white bandsmen’s ‘wings’.
The slouch hat was green with a black pagri and
black badge-backing. Officers and WOs also had a
black ox-hair hackle. (The black facings com-
memorated King Lobengula’s Inbizo Regiment.)
‘Private N’duna’, the regimental mascot, died from
a surfeit of cigarette ends: his successor, Private
Magoda, managed to shed his coat during a parade
rehearsal and was sentenced to three weeks
deprivation of sugar.

B2: Lieutenant-General, No. 1 Blues, 1979

Although the Federal army adopted a new ‘tartan
green’ service dress in the early 1960s, it retained the
older British pattern No.1 dress as well, and this
continued to be worn by senior Rhodesian officers
up to 1979, with appropriate alterations to the
insignia. No sleeve titles or formation signs were
worn with this order of dress. Some field officers
continued to wear the Territorial Rhodesia
Regiment’s rifle green version, adopted when the
regiment was allied with the King’s Royal Rifle
Corps. This had black buttons, pouch belt and
shoulder cords, and a miniature cap badge worn on
the traditional crimson boss.

Bs3: Sergeant, Rhodesia Light Infantry, Dress Greens, 1905
The RLI was the first unit to receive the new green
uniform in 1962 (according to the regimental



history, too much of the green material was ordered,
and it was decided to use it for the rest of the army as
well). The green beret was adopted when the
regiment became a ‘Commando’ unit in 1964. The
dress greens were also issued to officers of the
Permanent Force, and eventually to all regulars,
whether white or black. The national lion-and-
pickaxe patch was worn on the right sleeve and the
brigade patch on the left. The tradition whereby

- warrant officers’ and NCOs’ rank devices were

worn on the right sleeve only stemmed from the
' British South Africa Police.

C1: Private, Royal Rhodesia Regiment, 1968

The essentially British drab bush hat, shirt and
denim battledress trousers of the Federation Army
were retained for some time after its dissolution,
particularly by Territorial units such as the
Rhodesia Regiment, though they gave way in due
course to the new camouflaged uniforms. The
regiment had to relinquish the title ‘Royal’ when
Rhodesia became a republic in 1970, but it kept the
crown in its badge as a reminder of the honour,
simply moving it from the top to the centre. In
service dress it wore blackened belts and rifle green
berets with the badge mounted on a red diamond:
some of the later battalions added distinctions such

- as coloured hackles.

Bl L)

C2: Private, RAR, 1979
The Rhodesian ‘cammies’ introduced during

- 1965-66 were probably inspired by the use of

similar fatigues by the Portuguese in neighbouring

- Mozambique. They were first issued to the regular

infantry and Police operating in the Zambezi
valley. The original outfit seems to have included a

~ plain khaki shirt worn with camouflaged field cap,
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trousers and combat jacket (the latter often
discarded), but by 1969 the shirt, too, was being
made from camouflaged material. RAR soldiers
wore the full regulation outfit shown here more
frequently than most units. The brown combat
boots and the French OTAN-pattern steel helmet
were standard South African issue: on the field cap
the RAR wore a green-over-black printed patch
with the regimental badge in white.

C3: Trooper, Selous Scouts, 1977
The rugged individualism of the Rhodesian soldier
soon showed itself in all manner of field modifica-

tions. Shirt sleeves were cut back or removed
altogether, and the trousers were turned into shorts,
or discarded in favour of lighter and briefer civilian
models. The camouflaged material was also used for
T-shirts and floppy bush hats. Net face veils often
replaced the orthodox headgear, and ‘takkies’
(canvas boots) or ‘fellies’ (veldshoen) the regulation
combat boots. The Scouts had even more latitude
than the average ‘troopie’, often wearing the same
clothing and equipment as the guerrillas. European
members affected piratical beards, and ‘blacked up’
for operations. Their green stable belts and
distinctive dusty brown berets symbolized the bush
which was their chosen environment.

Di: Captain, Rhodesian Medical Corps, 1974

The old Federation Army’s greenish shirt and sand-
colour shorts remained in use as barracks and
training dress for Territorials and national service-
men until the mid-197o0s, and continued to be worn
subsequently by many regulars for undress. They
were worn with hose tops or sand-coloured
stockings, the latter frequently having corps-colour
tops. Some officers and WOs, especially those of the
corps and services, also retained the older British
pattern khaki service dress cap, tunic and trousers.
More senior officers continued to wear a sand-
coloured short-sleeved bush jacket, shorts and plain
long stockings right through to 1979, though after
1977 undress ‘sands’ more commonly consisted of a
shirt and slacks.

Dz2: Corporal, Greys Scouts, 1977
By the later 19770s ‘cammies’ were standard dress for
all but the most formal of occasions. They were used

Headgear, like footwear, was extremely diverse, but the
combat cap, with its distinctive fold-and-button neck flap, was
a consistent favourite.
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by all arms, necessitating the introduction of ‘ARMY’
flashes in black on khaki, worn either on the chest or
the upper sleeve. Miniature chevrons became
common: this corporal’s two white chevrons are
hidden here, being worn only on the right arm.
Individual units were distinguished by their badges,
coloured berets and stable belts. This mounted unit
adopted a distinctive grey beret (initially bearing
the Rhodesian service lion-and-tusk badge) which
recruits received as part of the passing-out parade.
With the dress ‘greens’ the Greys wore a grey slouch
hat with a maroon band and flash (officers also had
a black hackle).

-
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D3: Trooper, Rhodesian Armoured Car Regiment, 1977
Armoured vehicle crews frequently wore these one-
piece overalls, which were made in both black and
the ubiquitous Rhodesian camouflage material: the
former may have been the hallmark of the regular
squadron, though in practice both types seem to
have been worn side by side along with the
orthodox camouflaged fatigues. The Armoured
Car Regiment used the same black beret and badge
(apart from the legend on the scroll) asits illustrious
predecessors, together with a red and yellow ‘flash’
which echoed South African practice. The crimson
and yellow stable belt perpetuated the affiliation
with the 11th Hussars. In the later 1970s some
officers seem to have adopted dark blue leather
jackets with ranks embroidered in yellow.

Er: Air Marshal, Rhodesian Air Force, 1975
Rhodesian Air Force uniforms followed RAF
models very closely, and most ranks were distin-
guished only by the style of the cap insignia and the
‘RHODESIA’ flash at the top of the sleeve. Senior
officers, however, adopted South African-style
gorget tabs with one to three stylized eagles
according to rank: these were worn on both tunic
and shirt collars. NCO’s ranks resembled the Army
pattern except for an additional master technician
rank, who wore a miniature cap badge; and a
master sergeant, who had a lion and tusk in a
‘frame’ formed by the continuation of the topmost
chevron. These chevrons were generally printed in
white on light blue patches. Air Force personnel
often wore camouflage fatigues.

E2: Private, Rhodesia Women’s Service, 1977

The RWS was formed in 1975 as a multi-racial unit.
Its members were distributed throughout the Army
in clerical, communications and intelligence duties.
A rank structure was introduced in 1977. It was
originally intended to provide a sand-coloured
jacket and skirt for summer wear, but eventually it
was decided to economise by using the original drill
uniform for summer and the standard fatigues for
drill. The male members of the joint services panel
formed to approve the new uniforms were reported
to have wanted black stockings, but brown was

Rhodesian insignia, post-1970: (1) General officer’s cap badge
(2) Lt.Gen. rank insignia (3) WOI rank insignia (4) WOII rank
insignia (5) Rhodesian Army right shoulder patch (6) 1st
Brigade (7) 2nd Bde. (8) grd Bde. (9) 4th Bde. (10) Special
Forces—all worn on left shoulder of dress greens.
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eventually adopted as more suitable. RWS
members wore Staff Corps stable belts with the
‘cammies’. Women members of the Air Force wore
a similar uniform in Air Force blue.

E3: District Security Assistant, Internal Affairs, 1976
The Security Forces contained a number of
specialised counter-insurgency units. Members of
the Ministry of Internal (later Home) Affairs’ para-
military units wore sand-coloured shirts, khaki V-
neck sweaters, and either long trousers and combat
boots or shorts with long khaki socks and
veldschoen. Their distinctive crimson pagris and
flashes caused them to be nicknamed ‘cherry-tops’.
The white national service recruits wore crimson
berets. As the war progressed, Army-style olive drab
or camouflaged fatigues became increasingly
common. The actual defence of the Protected
Villages was handed over to the new Guard Force
in 1975: members wore camouflaged uniforms with
a badge consisting of a keep superimposed on an
upright sword, worn on either a khaki képi or
camouflaged combat cap.

Fr: Lieutenant, SAS, 1976

This officer wears the Rhodesian pullover, which
dated back to the mid-1960s. It often bore cloth
insignia such as ‘wings’ and formation patches.
British-pattern ‘woolly pullies’ came in about 1979.
[t got cold in the bush, and the mittens, balaclavas
and even tights supplied by voluntary organisations
were much appreciated. Epaulette slips bearing
printed rank insignia and (frequently) the corps or
unit initials were worn by many units, though
practice varied. The SAS’s sand-coloured beret was
identical to that of the parent British regiment, but
the badge was in gilt metal like the Australian
pattern. During the 1960s SAS members also wore
British-style Denison smocks and Mkg paratroop
helmets, though later standard Rhodesian ‘cam-
mies’ became universal.

Fe: Soldier, FPLM ( Mozambique Army), 1978

Rhodesian troops sometimes came into conflict
with soldiers of the FPLM or Mozambique People’s
Liberation Forces, formed in 1975 from FRELIMO
guerrillas and ex-Portuguese colonial troops re-
cruited under a ‘no reprisals’ policy. It was trained
by Tanzanian, Warsaw Pact, Cuban and Chinese
mstructors, and equipped with standard Soviet Bloc

Dress in most units was governed by its effectiveness rather
than its regulation uniformity. Shop-bought or ‘liberated’
chest webbing was a common supplement to regular issue; it
came in two weights, of which this webbing is the heavier.

arms. The usual uniform was a field cap, shirt and
trousers in the East German ‘rice fleck’ pattern;
plain olive green and ex-Portuguese camouflaged
fatigues were also common, together with East
German helmets. The original revolutionary ethos
was retained, and a formal rank structure was not
introduced until 1981, though ‘officers’ sometimes
wore Sam Brownes. Because of Rhodesian infiltra-
tion, the ‘Freddies’ often wore coloured brassards as
identification marks.

F3: Private, ambia Regiment, 1976

The Zambian Army had to intervene on more than
one occasion to stop factional fighting between
Patriotic Front insurgent groups: it also suffered
casualties during Rhodesian ‘hot pursuit’ oper-
ations. The army had been formed from units of the
ill-fated Central African Federation Army and still
retained many ‘British’ features, including the old
Northern Rhodesia Regiment cap badge worn by
the Zambia Regiment, and ‘Commonwealth’
pattern rank insignia (the crown was replaced by
the Zambian fish-eagle but the ‘pip’ remained
practically unchanged). At first troops continued to
wear the old Rhodesian ‘universal tunic’, shorts and
slouch hat, but this smarter, British style service
dress was introduced in the early 1970s, along with
a camouflaged field dress.

Gr: SANLA Guerrilla

The Chinese-trained ZANLA made little effort to
ensure uniformity. They commonly wore civilian
clothing and were recognisable as guerrillas only by
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virtue of their Soviet bloc small arms and Chinese-
style chest pouches. Nevertheless, sympathetic
Communist states did supply combat clothing of
various types, and this was certainly worn, more
especially in the later stages of the struggle.
However, there was no such thing as a standard
uniform, and plain khaki shirts and trousers were
worn side by side with camouflaged items of various
patterns, or jeans and windcheaters, with badgeless
berets or plain peaked field caps. Some items were
made of ‘chimurenga cloth—a mixture of red
(symbolizing blood), black (for invishility) and
white (to intensify the wearer’s vision).

V///

%

G2: Joshua Nkoma as {IPRA CinC, 1979

ZIPRA were more ‘regular’ than ZANLA, and
while they do not seem to have developed standard
uniforms or insignia, Nkomo frequently wore this
military-style outfit during the later stages of the
conflict. His Russian-pattern peaked cap bore a
national device: earlier photographs of him show
the coloured wreath without the leftward-facing
Zimbabwe Bird. These Russian-style peaked caps
seem to have been a hallmark of the senior ZIPRA
officers; Nkomo’s lieutenant wore a similar model
with red band and piping and gold chin cord but a
plain peak, together with Angolan camouflage
fatigues. Uniforms made from Warsaw Pact ‘rice
fleck’ material were also common among the
ZIPRA regular forces.

G3: KIPRA ‘Regular’, 1978

This guerrilla commander wears Angolan-pattern
camouflaged fatigues with a field cap of an entirely
different pattern, a type of combination which
appears to have been quite common. Even the ‘rice
fleck’ material appeared in different guises within
the same unit, being made into either shirts or
jackets, and peaked field caps or floppy berets.
Other camouflaged fatigues were also used,
including olive green on sand, or early Soviet ‘leaf’
pattern, together with yellowish khaki shirts and
trousers with plain brass buttons worn with a
Russian-style tropical ‘sun hat’. Soviet belts and
canvas pouches were common among ZIPRA
combatants. However, the reliable AK-47 was by
far the most uniform feature of guerrilla equipment.

Hi: Security Force Auxiliary, 1979

The SFA were given a brown denim uniform
consisting of belted overalls and a floppy bush hat
bearing the upward pointing spear patch of the

Rhodesian regimental and corps cap badges, with stable belt
colours, 1979; note that in those units which did not have
special ‘tribal’ berets, as mentioned in the text and colour plate
captions, the norm was the British-style midnight blue general
issue beret: (1) Rhodesian Armd. Car Regt. (2) Rhodesian
Artillery (3) Rhodesian Corps of Engineers (4) Rhodesian
Corps of Signals (5) Rhodesian Staff Corps and Rhodesian
Women’s Corps (6) Rhodesian African Rifles (7) Rhodesian
Light Infantry (8) Rhodesian Special Air Services Regt. (9)
Selous Scouts (10) Grey’s Scouts (11) Rhodesia Regiment (12)
Rhodesian Defence Regiment (13) Rhodesian Intelligence
Corps (14) Psychological Operations Unit (15) Rhodesian
Army Service Corps (16) Rhodesian Army Medical Corps (17)
Rhodesian Corps of Military Police (18) Rhodesian Army Pay
Corps (19) Rhodesian Army Educational Corps (20) Rhodesian
Corps of Chaplains.



Security Force Auxiliaries in buoyant mood, thanks to the
activities of a foreign camera crew. Cf. Plate Hir; this is the
issue brown denim overall uniform of the SFA, with the
brown-on-khaki Pfumo re Vanhu spearhead badge on the
headgear.

Pfumo re Vanhu in dark brown on khaki. A T-shirt
with the same title and device was often worn
underneath or in lieu. In practice many continued
to wear their civilian clothes or ex-guerrilla outfits.
Ranks above senior NCO wore green berets. They
formed part of Special Forces, and were supposed to
wear the sleeve patch introduced for the latter late
in the war (a black scorpion on a white shield),
though it is doubtful whether many actually did.
The SFA were equipped with a miscellany of
weapons, including many AK-47s.

He: Sergeant, Commonwealth Monitoring Force, 1980
~ ThisNCO of the Royal Anglian Regiment displays
- thelightweight shirt and trousers generally worn by
British members of the Force, with the regimental
beret and stable belt (dark blue, the red central
band with a narrow yellow stripe). The white
‘Monitoring Force brassard bore a pangolin, and a
yellow sunrise on red, white and blue. The

pangolin was chosen because its appearance was
held to bring good luck: the brassard’s designers
presumably did not know that the animal curled
into a ball and emitted an unpleasant smell when
attacked, or that the local Africans killed it on sight
for their chiefs to eat.

H3: Private, {imbabwe Army, 1981

The Patriotic Front guerrillas integrated into the
new national army were initially given the same
brown denim outfits as the SFAs. Later, however,
they were issued with ex-Rhodesian uniforms,
including camouflaged combat dress (often worn
with the old Staff Corps stable belt) and the ‘greens’
worn here. A new national patch has replaced the
old lion and pickaxe (its presence on the left sleeve
indicates Army HQ); other troops retained the old
Rhodesian brigade patches); the sleeve top title now
reads ‘ZIMBABWE’, and the beret now bears the new
Infantry Corps badge. Ex-RAR units continued to
wear their old regimental badge for some time. The
rank structure remained unchanged, though the
insignia substituted the new state’s coat of arms and
Zimbabwe bird for the Rhodesian symbols.
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Notes sur les planches en couleur

Ax Le corps d’armée de la Rhodésie, le BSAP, formait des gardes d’honneur et du
personnel de combat. Il existait également un uniforme de cérémonie bleu foncé.
Cet uniforme vert datait, en ce qui concerne ses principales caractéristiques, de
1948. A2 L’unité de soutien de la police para-militaire gardait la Government
House Dans la brousse, soldats portaient des treillis standard, un title
d’épaule “BSAP’ et un écusson brun en forme de bouclier avec I'inscription
‘Support Unit’, en-dessous de laquelle figurait un aigle noir en vol. Le fusil FN
remplaga le Lee Engfield pour les opérations. A3 Un important contingent de la
police sud-africaine servit en Rhodésie, et ses membres continuérent de porter leur
uniforme de camouflage habituel.

B1 La tenue de parade, avec ses détails vert fonce, noirs, blancs ou argent,
rappelait 'association avec la tradition des ‘Rifles’ britanniques. Vers 1972, le
couvre-chef fut remplacé par un grand chapeau mou vert orné de pagri noirs et
d’insignes. B2 Méme aprés 'adoption du nouvel uniforme de service vert au
début des années soixante, les officiers supérieurs continuerent d’utiliser la tenue
britannique bleu foncé No. 1 Dress. Bg Cest en 1964 que fut adopté le béret vert
indiquant le grade dans le commando. Les soldats portaient I'écusson national—
qui représente un lion et une pioche—sur la manche droite et I'écusson de la
brigade sur la gauche; les membres du NCO ne portaient les signes distinctifs de
grade que sur le bras droit.

Cx Tenue de combat tropicale en grande partie britannique conservé pendant
quelque temps, avant d’étre remplacé par une tenue de camouflage standard
durant les années soixante-dix. Cette unité portait également des bérets vert
foncé, linsigne étant placée sur un losange de tissu rouge. Gz ‘Cammies’ standard,
qui s'inspirent probablement de celles des troupes portugaises voisines; elles furent
introduites a partir de 1965/66. Les bottes marron et le casque en acier frangais
provenaient de sources sud-africaines; le couvre-chef le plus courant était le képi
réalisé dans le méme tissu que la tenue de camouflage, les RAR portant leur
insigne blanche sur un rectangle vert sur fond noir. C3 Un grand relachement
régnait dans la tenue des différents membres de cette unité de reconnaissance
clandestine. Le béret de la tenue de service était couleur de poussiére.

D1 L’uniforme de caserne constitué d’une chemise verte et de shorts couleur sable
asurvécu jusqu’au milieu des années soixante-dix, et plus tard sous la forme d’une
‘tenue légere’. Par la suite, les soldats porterent une chemise, des pantalons
d’uniforme, une veste de brousse 2 manches courtes et des shorts de couleur sable
selon différentes combinaisons. D2 A ce moment-la, la plupart du personnel
portait un uniforme de camouflage, de sorte que des insignes devinrent nécessaires
A Iidentification: bérets de couleur (gris dans ce régiment d’infanterie a cheval),
‘ceintures d’écurie’ de couleur hors des périodes de combat (consulter a ce propos
le tableau qui figure dans le livre), titles ‘Army’ sur le haut de la manche, etc. Des
chevrons de petite taille indiquaient souvent le grade. D3 Dans la tradition
britannique, on portait le béret noir, avec 'insigne du régiment placée sur un petit
‘flash’ rouge et jaune a la maniére sud-africaine. Les combinaisons étaient soit
noires, soit en tissu de camouflage, et on les portait sans distinction de grade.

Ex Assemblage réalisé a partir d’un uniforme en grande partie de la RAF, avec,
au col, Iinsigne d’officier supérieur dans le style sud-africain; képi et insigne
d’épaule rhodésiens. E2z Avec la tenue de camouflage, les RWS portaient des
ceintures d’écurie Staff Corps. La tenue de service du nouveau corps d’armée fut
décidée par une commission mixte dont les membres masculins votérent—mais
sans succés—I’adoption de bas en nylon noirs . . . E3 Le rouge cramoisi était la
couleur distinctive du personnel de contre-révolte du ministere de Iintérieur.
Habillés tout d’abord en kaki, ses membres adopterent progressivement la
couleur verte ou les ‘cammies’ pendant le courant de la guerre.

Frx Linsigne en tissu et les écussons des épaulettes avec linsigne du grade et les
initiales de Punité imprimées étaient couramment portés sur le pull-over. Le béret
rhodésien SAS était identique a son modéle britannique, mais il était orné d’une
insigne dorée au lieu d’une insigne en tissu. F2 Soldat du Mozambique en tenue
de camouflage est-allemande au motif de riz; les tenues de camouflage portugaises
et les tenues vert uni étaient courantes elles aussi. F3 On reconnait
immédiatement ici le style britannique.

Gr1 Les ZANLA portaient rarement un type particulier de tenue; des modeles
kaki, verts, des tissus de camouflage et de nombreux vétements civils étaient
portés avec les petites armes du pacte de Varsovie, trés fréquentes, et 'équipement
personnel. G2 N’komo affectionnait cette tenue, avec son képi russe en pointe,
article populaire parmi ses officiers. Gg Cet uniforme de camouflage angolais ne
montre que I'un des nombreux styles de tenue que portaient les membres de la
guerilla de la principale force armée.

Hix Les anciens membres de la guerilla recevaient quant a eux une combinaison
en denim brun et un chapeau de brousse souple orné d’une insigne brun foncé sur
kaki en forme de fer de lance. Voir photos. Les officiers portaient des bérets verts.
1ls devaient porter également insigne d’épaule en forme de scorpion des Special
Forces. H2 NCO britannique du Royal Anglian Regt. portant son béret et sa
ceinture d’écurie régimentaires, ainsi que le brassard de la Monitoring Force, qui
représente un pangolin et un lever de soleil, et dont les couleurs sont le rouge, le
blanc et le bleu. Hg Les anciens membres de la guerilla intégrés dans la nouvelle
armée du Zimbabwe portent des insignes légérement différentes, mais I'aspect
général de I'uniforme est toujours le méme.

Farbtafeln

Ax Rhodesians fiithrendes Corps, das BSAP, umfasste sowohl Soldaten fiir
Ehrenwachen als auch Kimpfer. Die Einheit hatte auch eine dunkelblaue
Paradeuniform. Diese griine Uniform stammt in den wesentlichen Einzelheiten
aus dem Jahr 1948. Az Die paramilitirische Polizei-Hilfseinheit bewachte das
Government House. Im urwald trugen die Méanner die iibliche Arbeitsbek-
leidung mit einem ‘BSAP’ Schulterzeichen und einem grauen, schildformigen
Abzeichen mit einem schwarzen Adler unter den Worten “Support Unit’. Das FN
Gewehr ersetzte im Einsatz die Lee Enfield. A3 Ein grosses siidafrikanisches
Polizeikontingent wurde in Rhodesien eingesetzt, mit eigenen Tarnuniformen.

Br Die Paradeuniform mit dunkelgriinen, schwarzen oder silbernen Details
erinnerte an die Verbindung mit der britischen ‘Rifles’—Tradition. Um 1972
wurde die Kopfbedeckung gedndert: ein griiner Krempenhut mit schwarzen
‘pagri’ und verstirktem Abzeichen. B2 Selbst nach der Ubernahme der neuen
griinen dienstuniformen in den friihen 6oer Jahren trugen héhere Offiziere noch
weiterhin das dunkelblaue britische No. 1 Dress. B3 Das griine Barrett, ein
Zeichen fiir Commando-Status, wurde 1964 eingefiihrt. Das Landesabzeichen
(Léwe und Spitzhacke) wurde auf dem rechten Armel getragen, das
Brigadeabzeichen auf dem linken. Unteroffiziere trugen Rangabzeichen lediglich
auf dem rechten Arm.

Cx Uberwiegend britische tropische Kamptbekleidung wurde cine Zeitlang
beibehalten und in den 7oer Jahren durch die iibliche Tarnbekleidung ersetzt.
Diese Einheit trug ausserdem dunkelgriine Barretts, mit dem Abzeichen auf einem
roten Stoffkaro. Cz Standard-‘cammies’, wahrscheinlich durch die benachbarten
portugiesischen Truppen inspiriert, wurden 1965/66 ausgegeben. Die braunen
Stiefel und franzosischen Stahlhelme stammen aus siidafrikanischen Bestédnden,
eine verbreitetere Kopfbedeckung war die Kappe aus Tarnmaterial, wobei die
RAR ein weisses Abzeichen auf einem griinen Rechteck vor schwarzem
Hintergrund trug. G3 Den Mitgliedern dieser heimlichen Aufklarungseinheit
war bei der individuellen Bekleidung grosse Freiheit gestattet. Das Dienstbarrett
hatte eine staubbraune Farbe.

D1 Kasernenuniformen nit griinem Hemd und sandfarbenen Shorts sah man
noch Mitte der 70er Jahre und noch spiter als ausserdienstliche Bekleidung.
Danach folgten sandfarbene Hemden, lange Hosen, kurzirmelige Buschjacken
und Shorts in verschiedenen Kombinationen. D2 Inzwischen trugen die meisten
Soldaten Tarnuniformen, daher waren Abzeichen zur Identifizierung nétig:
farbige Barrette (grau im Fall dieses berittenen Infanterieregiments) und
‘Stallgiirtel’ (wenn ausserhalb des Gefechts) werden an anderer Stelle in diesem
Buch systematisch aufgeschliisselt, dazu kamen schwarze ‘Army’-Zeichen aul
khakifarbenem Hintergrund am Oberarm usw. Kleine Rangwinkel waren weit
verbreitet. D3 Schwarze Barretts in der britischen Tradition wurden mit einem
Regimentsabzeichen iiber einem rot-gelben ‘flash’ nach stidafrikanischem
Muster getragen. Jacken waren entweder schwarz oder in Tarnfarben und
wurden ohne Riicksicht auf den jeweiligen Rang getragen.

Ex Eine Kombination der RAF-Grunduniform mit Rangabzeichen hoherer
Offiziere im siidafrikanischen Stil und rhodesischer kappe und Schulter-
abzeichen. E2 Mit Tarnbekleidung trugen die RWS-Frauen Stafl-Corps-Giirtel
Die Dienstbekleidung des neuen Corps wurde von einem gemischten Kommittec
festgelegt, dessen ménnliche Mitglieder vergeblich fir die Ubernahme vor
schwarzen Nylonstriimpfen stimmten. Eg Dunkelrot war die spezifische Farbe fir
die Aufstandsabwehr-Streitkrifte des Innenministeriums. Die Ménner trugen
urspriinglich Khaki, ibernahmen aber nach und nach griine Bekleidung oder
‘cammies’.

Fr Stoffabzeichen und Schulterstreifen mit aufgedruckten Rangabzeichen unc
Einheitsziffern waren hiufig auf Pullovern zu sehen. Das rhodesische SAS-Barret
war identisch mit dem britischen Modell, hatte aber ein vergoldetes anstatt eine
gewobenen Abzeichens. F2 Saldat aus Mosambik mit Reismuster-Tarnung au
der DDR; einfache griine und portugiesische Tarnung waren ebenfalls tiblich. F;
Der britische Stil ist hier sehr deutlich.

G1 Die ZANLA trugen selten ein bestimmtes Muster, dafiir verstreute Stiicke mi
khakifarbenen, griinen und verschiedenen tarnmustern sowie einen Gro
Zivilbekleidung mit gelegentlichen kleinen Waffen und Austriistungsgegen
en der Warschauer Pakt-Staaten. G2 N'komo beeinflusste diese Bekleidun
personlich, mit einer russischen spitzen Miitze, einem bei Offizieren beliebte
Stiick. G3 Diese Tarnuniform aus Angola war nur ein Beispiel fir verschieden
Stile unter den ZIPRA Guerillas.

Hir Ehemalige Guerillas erhielten cine braune Denimjacke und einen weiche
Buschhut mit einem dunkelbrauenen Speerspitzenabzeichen auf Khakifarbener
Grund (s. Fotos). ‘Offiziere’ erhielten griine Barretts und sollten das Skorpior
Schulterabzeichen der ‘Special Forces’ tragen. Hz Britischer Unteroffizier d
Royal Anglian Regiment mit seinem Regimentsbarrett und ‘Stallgiirtel” sow
der Armbinde der Monitoring Force—ein Pangolin und ein Sonnenaufgangi
den Farben rot, weiss und blau. Hg Die ehemaligen Guerillas, nun in die nev
Armee von Zimbabwe intergriert, targen etwas andere Insignien, aber d
Uniform ist im grossen und ganzen unverdndert.



