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THE FOOT GUARDS CROSSING THE NEBEL STREAM

(pages 74-75)

Grenadiers and musketeers of the First Foot Guards
struggle to clamber up the marshy banks of the Nebel
stream as they move forward to launch the first attack on
the village of Blenheim and its surrounding defences. The
Guards launched their assault against the barricades that
linked the village to the banks of the Danube. The defences
were held by dismounted French dragoons and bitter
fighting continued until the end of the day. By the time of
Blenheim the Grenadier (1) was seen as an elite soldier
rather than as a specialist armed with explosive bombs.
Grenades still had an important part to play in siege warfare
but they were not used in open battle. The Grenadier cap (2)
is often said to have been adopted to allow the Grenadier
to throw his grenade without knocking his tri-corn hat

off his head. Unfortunately for the veracity of this story,
contemporary Grenadiers threw their grenades underarm.
Both hands were needed to light the fuse of the grenade
with a length of burning match cord and the Grenadier’s
fusil was carried across his back on a broad strap while he
carried out this dangerous task. The earliest French
Grenadiers wore broad-brimmed hats, but these made
slinging the fusil over the head difficult. Caps with hanging
cloth bags gave way to versi with Il d ated raised
peaks and in time the peak grew to the decorated front of

the Grenadier cap and the hanging bag was drawn up to
form the cloth rear of the cap. Grenadiers had been among
the first soldiers to be armed with the fusil (3), which
ignited its main gunpowder charge by the spark produced
by a flint striking on a steel plate. The alternative matchlock
depended on a length of burning matchcord to fire. The
Grenadier carried his three ready primed grenades in a
leather pouch, but stray strands of burning match cord
from a matchlock musket would have been a constant risk
of accidentally igniting a grenade. The sergeant (4) wears
clothing like that of the rank and file, but of a superior
quality. Uniforms supplied by civilian contractors came

in two sizes: too small and much too small. Regimental
tailors unpicked the stitching of the coats and remade
them to fit the owners. The sergeant’s waistcoat can be
seen at his neck. The old coat was taken apart, the cloth
turned worn side inward and sown up as a waistcoat.

The Ensign (5) struggles up the bank under the weight of
his colour, which could be up to 6ft square. Infantry
colours were made of a single thickness of taffeta with
any decoration painted on. The musketeer (6) had come to
dominate the infantry regiment and in 1704 pikemen were a
rarity in European armies. The combination of the flintlock
musket and improved close order drill movements enabled
musketeers deployed in mass to dominate the battlefield.
(Graham Turner)



Prince Eugene met with
Marlborough as their armies
pursued the forces of Marsin and
the Elector. Marlborough held
the majority of the trophies and
prisoners, but shared the spoils
of war with his friend.

cavalry, ordered the squadrons of dragoons that had advanced into the
first line to continue there, and sent for five more squadrons from Major-
Gen. Wood to strengthen them. These being come up with Brigadier
Ross, passed the rivulet, and the Prince of Hesse posted them; and
meanwhile the rest of the cavalry was getting over in several places. There
was very great difficulty and danger in defiling over the rivulet in the face
of an enemy already formed and supported by several batteries of
cannon, yet by the brave examples given and great diligence used by the
commanding officers, and by the eagerness of the men, all passed over by
degrees and kept their ground. Lieut.-Gen. Lumley got over the English
cavalry upon the left; Lieut.-Gen. Hompesch and Count Erbach that of
the States in the centre; and the Duke of Wirtemberg, the Danish cavalry
on the right. Lieut.-Gen. Bulow followed these with the second line, and
stretched it out towards Oberglau, but near that village some Danish and
Hanoverian squadrons were so resolutely attacked by the enemy, that they
were beat back. They rallied however, and charged again, but with no
better success, for they were outnumbered, and were also taken in flank
by the enemy’s infantry, whose fire they were unable to withstand till the
Duke of Marlborough brought up some foot to sustain them.’

At 4.30pm the Marquis d’Humiéres, who had taken over command of
the French cavalry from the injured Zurlauben, launched his first line
Horse into the attack and pushed back Marlborough’s first line cavalry,
only to be driven off by the steady volleys of the Confederate infantry.
Robert Parker relates Tallard’s response: ‘The front line of the enemy was
composed mostly of the Gendarmery, on whose bravery Tallard had the
greatest dependence. These therefore were pitched upon to begin the
battle; and they indeed made so bold and resolute a charge, that they
broke through our first line: but our second meeting them, obliged them
to retire. This check allayed that fire, which the French have always been
so remarkable for in their first onsets: and it was observable, that they did
not make such another push that day; for when once they are repulsed,
their fire immediately abates. And now our squadrons charged in their
turn, and thus for some hours they charged each other with various
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2. Marlborough now divides his cavalry, with part
continuing the pursuit of Tallard’s cavalry while

30 squadrons under General Hompesch advance to
attack the flanks of Marsin’s cavalry.

3. Prince Eugene advances with his EUGENE
cavalry in pursuit of Marsin.
BERGHAUSEN

SCHWENENBACH

WEILHEIM
10. Prince Eugene’s cavalry halt
when they see fresh Horse
advancing on their left flank.

LUTZINGEN

~

7. Abandoning their b

the French and Bavarian infantry
from the wooded hills on the left
flank withdraw in good order. ~

SCHWANBACH ™

8. Franco-Bavarian cavalry cover Franco-
the withdrawal of the infantry of the Bavarian
Elector's and Marsin’s army. ELECTOR

& MARSIN

6. The French garrison of Oberglau
withdraws in good order.

11. Marlborough’s cavalry halt when they see
Horse appear on their right flank, but this
proves to be Eugene’s horsemen.

9. Tallard’s infantry have been destroyed
or captured. His cavalry has been
dispersed or driven into the marshes.

THE BATTLE OF BLENHEIM -
FRANCO-BAVARIAN COLLAPSE

12 August 1704, 7.00-11.00pm, viewed from the south, showing the destruction and
pursuit of Marshal Tallard’s army and the retreat of Marshal Marsin’s and the Elector’s army.



Confederates

MARLBOROUGH 4. General Charles Churchill takes

his infantry to encircle the French
TAPFHEIM SCHWENINGEN battalions in Blenheim.

WOLPERSTETEN

UNTERGLAU GREMHEIM

NEBEL STREAM

BLENHEIM

MARSH

RIVER DANUBE
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5. A number of
French infantry reg-
iments in Blenheim
make uncoordinated
attempts to break out,
but are driven back.

1. Part of Marlborough’s
triumphant cavalry sets
off in pursuit of Tallard’s
fleeing horse, many of
whom plunge to their
deaths over the steep
banks of the Danube.

CONFEDERATE ARMY

Cutts' and General Charles Churchill's infantry (38 battalions)
Marlborough’s cavalry (72 squadrons)

The Prince of Holstein-Beck (10 Dutch battalions)

Prince Eugene's Imperial cavalry (74 squadrons)

Prince Eugene’s infantry (7 battalions of Danes, 11 battalions of
Prussians)

FRANCO-BAVARIAN ARMY
French infantry (27 battalions)
Marshal Tallard's broken and routed cavalry
French garrison of Oberglau (16 battalions)
Marsin and the Elector’s cavalry (67 squadrons)
French and Bavarian infantry (16 battalions)
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success, all sword in hand. At length the
French courage began to abate, and our
squadrons gained ground upon them,
until they forced them back to the height
on which they were first drawn up. Here
their foot, which had not fired a shot,
interposed, whereupon the Duke ordered
his squadrons to halt. At the same time

our foot came up, and Colonel Blood with
nine field-pieces loaded with partridge-
shot, fired on their foot, which obliged
them to quit the horse, and stand on their
own defence.’

Marlborough now began a steady
advance, his cavalry retiring behind the
supporting infantry when they came
under pressure from the French cavalry,
and working with the batteries of artillery
brought forward by Colonel Holcroft
Blood to drive off any French squadrons
that stood against them. Only nine bat-
talions of inexperienced French infantry
of the Regiments de Robecq, de Beuil
and de Belleisle were left to support the
French cavalry, but they stood their
ground and three battalions of de Robecq
were able to advance to drive back
the Confederates before them. However, the French lacked the
co-ordination of the Confederates who re-formed and advanced once
more. The gallant French battalions withdrew to form a defensive
formation of mixed battalions in line and square, but without effective
support from their cavalry they were cut down by disciplined volley fire
from the Confederate infantry and grapeshot fired at close range from
a battery of nine guns.

Marshal Tallard had planned for the garrison of Blenheim to
march out to attack the flank of Marlborough’s main body as it
advanced from the Nebel towards the French cavalry. Tallard made
some effort to order such a movement but given the account of
Mérode-Westerloo it is unlikely that any but the Marshal in person
would have been obeyed: ‘I rode over to Blenheim, wanting to bring
out a dozen battalions (which they certainly did not need there) to
form a line on the edge of the stream supported by the cannons and
the debris of my squadrons. The brigades of Saint-Segond and
Monfort were setting out to follow me, when M. de Clerembault in
person countermanded the move, and shouting and swearing drove
them back into the village.’

Now Marlborough brought forward his second line cavalry that he
had carefully husbanded for the critical moment. On fresh horses and
flushed with the taste of victory the Confederate horsemen were eager
to come to grips with the enemy. Dr Hare relates the climax of the
battle: “The Duke of Marlborough, having ridden along the front, gave
orders to sound the charge, when all at once our two lines of horse

This view is unusual in that it
depicts the close of the battle
from a vantage point behind the
French army. Blenheim is shown
surrounded and Marlborough and
his staff look on as Tallard’s
routed cavalry is pushed towards
the Danube. (Courtesy of the
Director, National Army Museum,
London)



Marlborough’s victory was
celebrated in many forms
including a set of playing cards
depicting his campaigns in which
he never lost a battle and never
failed in a siege. (H. Margary)
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moved on, sword in hand, to the attack. Those of the enemy presented
their fusils at some small distance and fired, but they had no sooner
done so than they immediately wheeled about, broke one another, and
betook themselves to flight. The gens-d’armes fled towards Hochstet
(which was about two miles in the rear), and the other squadrons
towards the village of Sondersheim, which was nearer, and upon the
bank of the Danube. The Duke of Marlborough ordered Lieut.-Gen
Hompesch, with thirty squadrons, to pursue those which had taken the
direction of Hochstet, whilst he himself, with the Prince of Hesse and
the rest of the cavalry, drove thirty of the enemy’s squadrons down
the banks of the Danube, which being very steep, occasioned the
destruction of great numbers. But the greatest loss in this quarter was
of those who were drowned in attempting to swim the river.’

The French troopers were exhausted by the numerous isolated
charges that had been made during the afternoon, their horses were
blown and the fire of the Confederate infantry had thinned their
ranks. Outnumbered by fresh opponents and in spite of the urgings
of Marshal Tallard, the French cavalry troopers began to slink away
from their squadrons and soon the French cavalry were reduced to a
struggling mass of horses and men carried along by their common
desire to save themselves. This undirected rout carried some 3,000
French cavalry over a high bank and down into
the swampy waters of the banks of the Danube.
Mérode-Westerloo was a survivor of this disaster:
‘However, in the meantime hordes of the enemy
were pushing round our flanks, and we soon
found ourselves faced by numerous enemy
squadrons on no less than three sides — and we
were borne back on top of one another. So tight
was the press that my horse was carried along
some three hundred paces without putting hoof
to ground, right to the edge of a deep ravine:
down we plunged a good twenty feet into a
swampy meadow; my horse stumbled and fell. A
moment later several men and horses fell on top
of me, as the remains of my cavalry swept by, all
intermingled with the hotly pursuing foe. I spent
several minutes trapped beneath my horse.’

Mérode-Westerloo was more fortunate than
some of his fellows, however, as Robert Parker
relates: ‘About 30 of their squadrons made
toward a bridge of boats they had over the
Danube: but the bridge (as it frequently happens
in such cases) broke under the crowd that
rushed upon it, and down they went. At the same
time our squadrons pursued close at their heels,
cutting down all before them; for in all such
close pursuits, ’tis very rare that any quarter is
given. In short, they were almost all of them
killed or drowned; and the few that reached the
2287 Cr, fft/llf far side of the river, were killed by the boors of

S the villages they had burnt.’
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THE FRENCH INFANTRY IN BLENHEIM SURRENDER

(pages 82-83)

The French army of Marshal Tallard was defeated in the
open cornfields between Blenheim and Oberglau. The
French garrison in Blenheim faced a grim choice. The
houses of the village (1), constructed of wood and timber,
had begun to burn. Carrying their wounded, the French
regiments were forced to withdraw towards the stone

built church (2). An anonymous French general wrote on

30 August 1704: ‘Our Men were soon alarmed, and the
Colonel of the Royal Regiment bethought himself of saving
his Life, and those of his Soldiers, whom he caused to lay
down their Arms, and himself surrendered the Colours.’

In fact the Royal Regiment had been reduced from

40 officers and 400 men to eight officers and 60 soldiers.
Their commander, Mons. Desonville, gave way when Lord
Orkney sent his aide-de-camp, Captain James Abercrombie,
to parley. Abercrombie records how he attempted to
pre-empt the surrender of the Royal Regiment’s colours (3):
‘I rode up to the Royal Regiment and Pulld the Colours out
of the Ensign’s Hands, and was slightly Wounded over the
Arm by Him. | ask’d them if they did not Hear what the
General offer’d. In a very little time hee submitted to
become prisoners att discretion (being the only condition
his Lordship would allow) provided they might nott be
plundered, which was very punctually performed.’ The
French infantry regiments (4) in Blenheim were the cream
of Louis XIV’s army. They had known only victory throughout

their long history and they were determined to fight on. The
French general continues: ‘Mons de Siviere, being informed
of this Disorder, called the regiments of Provence and
Artois, and all that were resolute, to him, and, with Sword
in Hand, drove the Enemy to the very Head of their Cavalry,
and returned to the Village leisurely.’ All attempts by the
French to break out of the village were forced back by
withering fire. Lord Orkney realised that his force of seven
battalions and three or four squadrons was attempting to
surround 20 battalions and 12 dismounted squadrons.
Orkney sent Mons. Desonville with Abercrombie to seek a
surrender. Mons. de Blanzac, the senior officer in Blenheim,
insisted on being allowed to march with all his forces to
join Tallard. Orkney informed Blanzac that Tallard was a
prisoner and his army destroyed. In an outrageous bluff,
Orkney stated that Marlborough himself had despatched

20 battalions to deal with Blenheim and the Frenchman
gave way in despair. The French general relates: ‘Mons.

De Blanzac signed the Articles; but Sivierre and Jourry
refused to set their Hands to them. They were all disarmed,
and had their Colours taken from them. Grief will not suffer
me to carry this Recital any farther.” Colonel Seignier
ordered the Regiment of Navarre to tear its colours into

‘a thousand pieces’ and the officers of the regiment
succeeded in burning or burying several flags, (5) although
others fell into the hands of the Confederates, to be
displayed in triumph on Marlborough’s return to London.
(Graham Turner)



With the French armies in
Germany and on the Rhine
destroyed or disheartened, the
aftermath of Blenheim was a
series of successful siege
operations as Mariborough
advanced into French territory.

TOTAL VICTORY

The ruin of Tallard’s army was now almost complete and the forces of the
Elector and Marsin found their flank exposed and their line of retreat
threatened as they once again came under determined attack from the
forces of Prince Eugene. By 7 o’clock the defeat of Tallard’s army was
evident to Marsin and the Elector and they began to withdraw their
forces in good order as Prince Eugene’s squadrons proved too exhausted
to pursue them. Parker relates that: “The Duke ... ordered Lieutenant-
General Hompesch to draw together what troops he could, and fall on
their flank ... Prince Eugene by this time had got a good part of his
troops over the morass, and was just ready to fall on their rear: but
perceiving the squadrons under Hompesch coming down that way, he
took them to be some of Tallard’s squadrons drawing down to join the
Elector; whereupon he halted, lest they should fall on his flank. The
Duke also seeing Prince Eugene’s troops so near the rear of the Elector’s,
took them to be a body of Bavarians, making good the Elector’s retreat;
and thereupon ordered Hompesch to halt. Here they both remained
until they were informed of their mistakes by their Aides de Camp; and
it was by this means that the Elector and Marsin had time to get over the
Pass of Nordlingen which was just before them.’

Tallard was not to be spared the ignominy of falling into the hands of
his enemy, along with most of his army: ‘Marshal Tallard was amongst those
who endeavoured to escape by the village of Sondersheim, but finding no
way to effect a retreat, he surrendered himself to M. Beinenbourg, aide-de-
camp to the Prince of Hesse; and along with the marshal were taken some
of his aides-de-camp and several other officers of note. They were brought

immediately to the Duke of Marlborough, who desired

that Marshal Tallard would make use of his coach; and
his Grace immediately sent off Colonel Parke with a
pencil note to the Duchess of Marlborough, containing
the announcement of the victory.’

Blenheim surrenders

Marlborough now halted his advance and directed
his attention to the 27 battalions still holding out in
Blenheim, but his order to keep the French contained
overnight was not needed. Confederate infantry had
surrounded the village but could make little headway
against the garrison. French attempts to break out were
frustrated as any soldiers trying to clamber through
their barricades were shot down before they could form
up in open ground. An attack drove the French back
into the village but the defenders still outnumbered
the attackers. Captain Parker describes the stalemate at
Blenheim: ‘The enemy also made several attempts to
come out upon us: but as they were necessarily thrown
into confusion in getting over their trenches, so before
they could form into any order for attacking us, we
mowed them down with our platoons in such numbers,
that they were always obliged to retire with great loss;
and it was not possible for them to rush out upon us in




a disorderly manner, without running upon the very points of our
bayonets. This great body of troops therefore was of no further use to
Tallard, being obliged to keep on the defensive, in expectation that he
might come to relieve them.’

Following the victory of Marlborough’s forces and the destruction
of Tallard’s cavalry, fears remained that the large numbers of French
infantry in Blenheim might sally out to attack the Confederate main
body in the rear. In response the infantry under General Charles
Churchill with supporting artillery, including howitzers, marched to
surround the village in the expectation that the struggle to prevent a
French breakout might continue all night and into the next day.

In the event the end for the garrison of Blenheim came quietly, for
it was bravado rather than force of arms that caused the French to
give up the fight. English officers called for a parley and boldly informed
the French of the hopelessness of their position and demanded
immediate unconditional surrender. After much argument, and against
the wishes of a number of junior officers, the French surrendered and
their soldiers marched out to pile up their muskets. Some of the officers
of the infantry Régiment de Navarre were so incensed at the turn of
events that they burnt the colours of their companies before marching
out. Dr Hare continues the story: ‘The repeated attacks which the enemy
had already sustained however during several hours, the losses they had
suffered by our cannon, and the great disorder they were put into by a
battery of howitzers, the shells from which had set fire to the barns and
houses, added to the circumstance of their commander, M. Clérambault,
having fled, and been, as they were told, drowned in the Danube; and
there being now no hope of relief — all these considerations together
induced them to propose a cessation of hostilities, which being granted,
Gen. Churchill gave orders to Lord Cutts to cease attacking, and Lord
Orkney immediately sent in Captain Abercrombie, his aide-de-camp, on
one side, as Lieut-Gen. Ingoldesby did Lieut.-Col. Belville, of the Zell
regiment, on the other. And Lord Orkney having met with the Marquis
Desnonville, who had commanded the French regiment Royal, but who

Three episodes from the battle
of Blenheim. On the left the Foot
Guards clamber up the bank of
the Nebel during the first stage
of the attack on Blenheim.
Centre: Confederate cavalry
struggle across the Nebel during
Marlborough’s main advance. In
the distance French infantry
make a heroic, but unsuccesful
attempt to hold them back.
Right: Prince Eugene attempts
to rally his cavalry for another
assault on the French and
Bavarian forces around
Lutzingen. Copy of a painting by
Louis Laguerre. (Courtesy of the
Director, National Army Museum,
London)



News of the disaster at Blenheim
was kept from Louis XIV, a
dispatch finally reaching him
during the performance of a
waterborne pageant on the
theme of the triumph of the
Seine over the rivers of Europe.

was already prisoner, he was suffered to go
into the town upon his parole to return
immediately. This he did, bringing with him to
Lord Orkney several French generals; but as
they were discussing the terms of capitulation,
Gen. Churchill arrived, and telling them that
he had no time to lose (it being now past seven
in the evening), and that if they did not lay
down their arms immediately, he must renew
the attack, they submitted, and they were with
all the troops in Blenheim made prisoners at
discretion.’

The surrender of Blenheim ended
organised French resistance, but the armies of
the Elector and Marsin remained a threat and
as Dr Hare related, Marlborough remained
alert through the night for any offensive
action on their part: ‘The field being now
entirely cleared of the enemy, and night
coming on, his Grace ordered the army to be
drawn up, with the left to Sondersheim, and
the right towards Morselingen, and that the
soldiers should lie all night upon their arms
on the field of battle. The several regiments
quickly possessed themselves of the enemy’s tents, which were left
standing, and which were found to contain great quantities of herbs and
vegetables; and nearer to the Danube there lay about one hundred fat
oxen ready skinned, which were to have been delivered out this day to
the French troops, but which proved a welcome booty to the soldiers of
the allied army after such long and hard service.’

The final word on the victory should go to Marlborough’s own
letter recording his triumph: ‘We have cut off great numbers of them, as
well in the action as in the retreat, besides upwards of twenty squadrons
of the French, which I pushed into the Danube, where we saw the
greater part of them perish. Monsieur Tallard, with several of his general
officers being taken prisoners at the same time, and in the village of
Blenheim, which the enemy had entrenched and fortified, and where
they made the greatest opposition, I obliged twenty-six entire battalions,
and twelve squadrons of dragoons, to surrender themselves prisoners at
discretion. We took likewise all their tents standing, with their cannon
and ammunition, as also a great number of standards, kettle-drums, and
colours in the action, so that I reckon the greatest part of Monsieur
Tallard’s army is taken or destroyed.

‘The bravery of all our troops on this occasion cannot be expressed,
the Generals, as well as the officers and soldiers, behaving themselves
with the greatest courage and resolution.’

4 Campagne de Monsieur le Maréchal de Tallard en Allemagne 1704 (Amsterdam 1763) Vol ii, page 140.

87



AFTERMATH

| arshal Tallard, 40 generals, 1,150 officers and 13,000 common
soldiers were captured, most of them from Blenheim. In material
terms 60 cannon and 300 colours fell into Marlborough’s hands
together with the entire contents of the French camp. Robert Parker gave
his own reckoning of the spoils of victory and the cost: ‘The loss of the
enemy was computed to be at least 40,000 killed, drowned and taken. The
prisoners of note were, the Marshal Tallard, and 27 officers of the first
rank, with 1,500 of inferior rank. The booty also was very great, 103 cannon
and 14 mortars, 129 colours, 110 standards, 17 pair of kettle-drums, 3,600
tents, 15 pontoons, 34 coaches, 24 barrels of silver, and 30 laden mules,
with all the plate and baggage of the officers.

‘The loss on our side also was great, we had near 6,000 killed, and
above 8,000 wounded. The troops under Prince Eugene were the greatest
sufferers, and in all probability he would not have been able to force the
Elector and Marsin from their ground, had not the Duke managed
Tallard as he did; and indeed, had that conceited man been advised by
the other two, it were hard to say how the day would have ended.’

Tallard was taken to Nottingham (in England)

On 3 January 1705, the 128
infantry ensigns and 34 cavairy
standards captured at Blenheim
were carried in triumph to be set
up in Westminster Hall. Tragically
none has survived. (H. Margary)

with his officers, but unlike them he was not
ran-somed or exchanged as no Confederate officer
of similar standing was captured during the long
years of war. In 1711, at Queen Anne’s command,
he was allowed to return to France where he was
received with commendable kindness by his old
friend Louis XIV.

Marsin’s remaining forces and the remnants
of Tallard’s army struggled back towards the Rhine
carrying their wounded, claimed to amount to 7,000
men, including 1,000 officers. The Elector of Bavaria
was offered the chance to continue as ruler of Bavaria
but under the strict terms of an alliance with Austria.
He responded that he considered the condition of
a French Dragoon to be preferable to the dignity of
a General of the Imperial Forces, but this apparent
defiance was little more than pomposity as he still
held his position of Vicar General of the Spanish
Netherlands and lost no time in taking up residence
there along with the remnants of his army.

Munich, Augsburg, Ingolstadt and the remaining
territory of Bavaria quickly fell to the Confederates.
The departing Elector left a garrison of 4,000 Bav-
arians to hold Ulm, but with no prospect of relief
their surrender was only a matter of time.




This victory medal justly
acknowledges the part played

in the victory by the cooperation
between Eugene and
Marlborough.

Knaves are fools - for making
the wrong alliance. The Duke of
Savoy, who deserted France for
the Confederates, mocks the
Elector of Bavaria, who
abandoned his Austrian allies
for Louis XIV. (H. Margary)

On 25 August Marlborough met with Eugene and Baden to plan their
next moves. Marlborough proposed a campaign for 1705 that would
carry the war deep into France by advancing along the valley of the
River Moselle. This required the capture of the major fortress of Landau,
which guarded the Rhine, and the towns of Tréves and Trarbach on the
Moselle itself.

On 4 September the Confederate army gathered at Philippsburg on
the Rhine. Marshal Villeroi positioned his forces, reinforced by the
survivors of Marsin’s army, to cover the line of the River Quiech to the east
of Landau. However, the fighting spirit of the French had been broken
and at Marlborough’s advance Villeroi withdrew first 20 and then 40 miles
in a retreat which Mérode-Westerloo describes as resembling a full-scale
rout. Landau was left exposed to the Confederate siege preparations.

The siege of Ulm ended with its surrender on 11 September and a

vast amount of stores fell into Confederate hands, along

with a number of siege guns that were soon at work
battering the walls of Landau. Marlborough was not
content to rest while the great siege continued its course
and on 24 October he set out on a surprise march over
difficult country and captured the town of Tréves before
the French could reinforce its defences. Marlborough
then moved on to besiege Trarbach on 4 November.

Landau surrendered at the end of November and with
the fall of Trarbach on 18 December the campaign of 1704
finally came to a close. The route had now been opened
for an advance along the Moselle, but Marlborough had
not waited for the final act of the drama as on 14 December
he had landed at Greenwich to the acclamation of Queen
Anne and the country.

The effects of the victory at Blenheim were felt
throughout Europe. With Vienna now safe the Austrians
were able to send troops to Italy to strengthen their
resistance to the French. The Hungarian rebels became
more accommodating and moved towards a settlement
with the Austrian Emperor. The effect on the German
princes was demonstrated by their enthusiasm to promise
increased contingents of troops for Marlborough’s next
campaign, and in the Spanish Netherlands the citizens of
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Ghent and Antwerp began to stir against the
authority of occupying French troops.

Chamillart, minister to Louis XIV, wrote to
Marsin: ‘I should never have believed that the
consequences of the day of Hochstadt would
be so disastrous as they now show themselves
to be; so much so that now, only a month
later, the enemy terrify Alsace and have it in
their own choice to besiege this place or that,
as they judge proper.’

Robert Parker summed up the blow to
French self-confidence occasioned by defeat
at Blenheim: ‘The true account of this battle
was concealed from old Lewis for some time,
but when he came to know the truth of it, he
was much cast down; it being the first blow
of any fatal consequence, his arms had
received during his long reign. And he said in
a passion, he had often heard of armies been
beaten, but never of one taken before.’

Blenheim shattered the myth of French
invincibility that had developed over the
previous 50 years. At a stroke the Austrian
Empire and the Grand Alliance were saved
from collapse, and the French were thrown
onto the defensive, never again to recapture
the initiative. For the remainder of the war
the French fought only to defend their territory. In one day the
expansionist plans of Louis XIV were halted just as they appeared on the
point of total victory. A story related by Robert Parker demonstrates that
Marlborough was well aware of the change in the European balance of
power that had come about: ‘The Sunday following was appointed for a
day of Thanksgiving; and after Divine Service, the army drew out to fire
for the victory. On this occasion, Tallard, and the officers with him, were
desired to ride out to see the army fire, which they did with much
persuasion. As they rode along the lines, our Generals paid Tallard the
compliment of riding next the army, and ordered all the officers to
salute him. When the firing was over, the Duke asked Tallard, how he
liked the army? He answered, with a shrug, “Very well, but they have had
the honour of beating the best troops in the world.” The Duke replied
readily, “What will the world think of the troops that beat them?”’

An illustrated record of the flags
captured at Blenheim was kept,
providing valuable information
about the structure of Tallard’s
army. (Courtesy of the Director,
National Army Museum, London)



The pillar raised in Germany to
mark the victory at Blenheim has
long since disappeared, but a
greater column stands at
Blenheim Palace. (H. Margary)

THE BATTLEFIELD
TODAY

Blenheim
s in 1704 Munich remains the capital of Bavaria and its interna-
A tional airport has services from and to all major destinations. It
is possible to reach Donauwoérth and Hochstadt by rail, but
exploration of the battlefield requires self-drive transportation, as there
is no single viewpoint that allows the visitor to take in the whole.

The walls of Blenheim church were rebuilt on their previous
foundations in the late 1960s or early 1970s, but the wall surrounding
the churchyard and some of the nearby buildings were probably extant
at the time of the battle. The only recognition of the battle is an
inscription on the church wall reading: ‘Here, on August 13, 1704,
Marlborough and FEugene defeated the French and Bavarians.’
Although Blenheim stands on a slight rise in the ground and the English
and Hessian battalions were able to shelter on lower ground by the
banks of the Nebel stream, the village has expanded in that direction
and it is difficult to visualise the approach up from the stream as seen by
Lord Cutts’ men.

Both the River Danube and the Nebel have been tidied-up over the
years. The course of the Danube has been straightened to aid navigation
by boats and barges and it is now a good deal further away from
the village of Blenheim than were its twisting banks of 1704. Modern
drainage has also removed the morass alonig the old banks where so
many of the routing French horsemen came to grief. The old line of the
once mighty river can still be traced, but it offers a very poor idea of
the obstacle presented to the fleeing French in August 1704. From
Blenheim (Blindheim on most German maps) Mubhlstrasse runs off
towards Gremheim where the banks of the Danube, old and new, can be
explored along with the Apfelworthsee Lake, which follows the previous
course of the river.

Turning northwest from Blenheim, Hauptstrasse follows the line of
the Nebelbach. Drainage has also deprived the Nebel of its marshy
banks and its route to the Danube is now more direct and regular.

A modern road and a railway line cut the plain on which the decisive
cavalry action between the armies of Marlborough and Tallard were
fought. The land remains under agricultural use and the impressive size
and regularity of the plain of Hochstadt still demonstrates why Tallard
considered it necessary to form up his cavalry on this ground rather
than on the wings of his infantry as normal tactics dictated.

North of the road and railway line is the village of Unterglauheim,
which offers more views over the Plain of Hochstadt, the picturesque
spires of the village churches offering landmarks. Continuing out of the
village a side road leads to what was once the farm of Weilheim, giving a
view across to the next destination of Oberglauheim, where the Dutch
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fought their action against the defending French and Irish battalions. It was intended that Blenheim
The Oberglauheimerstrasse then leads on to Lutzingen. The area of  Palace should be built at
marsh that gave Prince Eugene so much trouble is no longer in evidence =~ Public expense as an expression

2 : i f the nation’s gratitude t
but the rising of the ground as it moves towards the low wooded hills COTHS natlon S qratinme-ty
Marliborough. Loss of the

offers some view over the battlefield. The flat and open nature of the  queen's favour was followed by
battlefield makes it clear how the limited visibility allowed commanders  a loss of funding and the
of regiments and brigades to become so involved in their own localised  Duke was forced to fund the
action that they forgot the greater battle. comphation. of M bullding
himself.
Schellenberg
Donauworth suffered greatly from allied bombing during the Second
World War and little remains of its pre-war buildings. Fortunately the
town has been rebuilt to preserve the medieval streets so that the
character of the old town has not been entirely lost.
The Schellenberg, the hill of the bell, has also suffered, but more at the
hands of post-war developers than by military action. The hill now features
housing and a swimming pool occupies the site of the fort built by Gustavus
Adolphus. The German army occupies part of the hill in an area closed
to the public. A bypass, the curse of so many battlefields, runs through
the area over which Marlborough’s attacks were made but a number of
indentations remain that may be the vestiges of defensive ditches.
The modern inhabitants of Donauworth are not solely responsible
for the damage to the battlefield as the defences were levelled as early
as 1740. The townspeople expressed their gratitude that they had been
largely spared the death and destruction that had raged around them by
erecting a chapel and Calvary on the hillside. A notice at the foot of the
steps reads: ‘Over this place, where thousands of soldiers who at the
battle of the Schellenberg in July 1704 met a hero’s death take their rest,
a Calvary was in 1721 erected by the Corporation Of Donauwérth.’



Blenheim Palace
In 1705 Queen Anne gave the Royal Manor of Woodstock to
Marlborough in recognition of his victory at Blenheim and promised
the huge sum of £240,000 with which to build a house. In 1705 work
began, under the direction of Sir John Vanbrugh, on what would be
known as Blenheim Palace in recognition of the Duke’s status as Prince
of Mindelsheim, a title and estate granted to him by the Austrian
Emperor. However, quarrels with the architect and the fading support of
the Queen meant that construction was suspended in 1712 as the
promised funds did not appear. The palace was completed in 1722 after
the Duke’s return to favour and high office under King George 1.

Blenheim Palace holds many treasures relating to the First Duke of
Marlborough. Of particular interest are the preserved ‘tavern bill” upon
which the Duke wrote his hurried report of the battle, and the series of
tapestries which commemorate some of his victories. The assault on the
Schellenberg features in a tapestry entitled ‘Dunawert’ that hangs in the
First State Room, and the battle of Blenheim is depicted in a double-
length tapestry ‘Hooghstet’ which hangs in the Green Writing Room. In
the grounds of the palace stands a triumphal column that carries an
account of the victory at Blenheim. There is also a very fine collection of
model soldiers.

Blenheim Palace is located eight miles northwest of Oxford at the
village of Woodstock. Details of opening periods and admission prices
are available on the website www.blenheimpalace.com.

Marlborough House

Situated in Pall Mall and overlooking The Mall and St James’s Park,
Marlborough House was the London home of the Duke and Duchess from
1709 to 1711. In 1965 Marlborough House became the headquarters of the
Commonwealth Secretariat and it is not open to visitors except by special
appointment for small groups, and without appointment on a single day
each year as part of London Open House weekend. Details are available
from the website:

www.thecommonwealth.org.

The salon features three paintings of the battle of Blenheim by
Louis Laguerre while the Ramillies and Malplaquet staircases feature
paintings depicting scenes from Marlborough’s victories of 1706 and
1709 respectively.
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