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Frederick Il, King of Prussia and
Elector of Brandenburg
(1712-86) by Johann Georg
Ziesenis. One of history’s great
military commanders, Frederick
threw central Europe into
upheaval in 1740 when he
invaded Silesia, but through
political skill and military
brilliance managed to keep his
enemies at bay. (AKG)

THE ORIGINS
OF THE CAMPAIGN

the Austrian forces at Prague on 5 May, events and the control of

them had slipped away from Frederick. His disciplined Prussian
army had suffered its first defeat at Kolin on 18 June and had then been
ignominiously pushed out of Bohemia, so that by August 1757 Frederick
had lost all that he had gained earlier in the year. His greatest losses
however had been his trusted lieutenant, Field Marshal Schwerin, at
Prague and his army’s reputation for invincibility at Kolin.

While the tide ran against him in Bohemia, events elsewhere in
central Europe were taking a turn for the worse as well. In the east
Frederick had left 25,000 men under the command of the aged Field
Marshal Johann von Lewaldt to guard the eastern borders of his
kingdom against the threat from Russia. In early June the Russian
commander Field Marshal Apraxin advanced into East Prussia with a
force of 55,000 and, splitting his force in two, sent General Fermor to
capture the small fortress port of Memel. The port fell on 5 July and
having left a small garrison, Fermor marched to rejoin Apraxin for the
advance on the East Prussian capital, Konigsberg. Their movements were
so slow and apparently aimless that Lewaldt ventured to attack them at
GrossJagersdorf on 30 August. Lewaldt was outnumbered nearly two
to one but, interpreting Frederick’s instructions in an aggressive light,
committed his army. The Prussian attacks were not well coordinated and
at one point Prussian battalions fired on each other. Lewaldt was forced
to withdraw, but Apraxin was unable to follow up his success partly
because, although beaten, the Prussians had still inflicted considerable
damage on his army and secondly because the Russian supply train
was in disarray. Apraxin withdrew to Tilsit and then to Memel, pleading
lack of supplies. This enabled Lewaldt to confront the Swedes, who were
encroaching into Pomerania from their base at Stralsund. He quickly
forced them out of Anclan and Demmin and back into Stralsund and
onto the island of Riigen. The true cause of Apraxin’s lethargy had been
political. The Tsarina Elizabeth was thought to be close to death and her
successor was the pro-Prussian Grand Duke Peter of Schleswig-Holstein.
Apraxin did not want to incur the future Tsar’s displeasure by inflicting
a defeat on Peter’s hero.

In the west Prussia’s fortunes were little better. The French were
massing a force on the Rhine opposite Cleve and Mark. Although
large on paper the force was overburdened with staff officers and an
enormous baggage train. The small Prussian force could not hope to
defend Mark and Cleve and withdrew before the French advance. On
8 April the French under Marshal d’Estrees occupied Wesel. The Duke
of Cumberland had been appointed to command the Hanoverian forces
gathered by George II for the defence of the Electorate of Hanover, but

B fter his lightning spring campaign in 1757 and his defeat of




Field Marshal James Keith
(1696-1758). One of the most
famous Jacobite exiles to serve a
European monarch. After leaving
Scotiand he first entered Russian
service before joining Frederick
in 1747. He was awarded the
Order of the Black Eagle in 1747.
Keith was killed at Hochkirch in
1758. (Author's collection)

against so large a French force he had no choice but to withdraw. The
Hanoverians concentrated at Bielefeld by 12 June and retired behind
the River Weser. The French advanced very slowly, occupying Miinster
(1 June) and Rheda (14 June) and pushing on to Bielefeld (18 June).
There they halted for a full month. Contades was sent with 20,000 men
to occupy Cassel, while the main army prepared to march against
Cumberland. Contades’ move threatened the Hanoverian left flank and
this stirred Cumberland into action. To protect Hanover he broke his
camp at Afferda and marched upstream to Hastenbeck. It was here on
24 July that the two armies’ advance guards met. Cumberland posted his
Hanoverians in a strong position and d’Estrees attacked on 26 July. In
a_hard-fought battle in _the centre and on the Hanoverian left the
French gained the upper hand. It appeared that Cumberland’s left
would be cut off by the French General Chevert, when a counterattack
by Breitenbach and the Hanoverian Guards threw back the French
regiments of Chevert in disorder. This spread to the Swiss of de Anlazay,
but the effort was oo late as Cumberland had already given the order
to retire. Breitenbach's success only served to secure an unmolested
retreat. Camberland’s retreat order was given a little too soon but the
success of Chevert had left him with very little choice, his position
having been compromised.

The Hanoverians made no attempt to stand until they reached
Nienburg on the River Weser. From there they moved to Verden on
8 August and on to Stade on 23 August.

The Duc de Richelicu had replaced d’Estrees on 3 August as a
result of political infighting in Paris. This temporarily rendered the
French army impotent. The effects of their victory however were tangible
enough. Minden, Hanover and Hameln capitulated almost immediately
and Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick came to terms with the victors and put
his army at their disposal on 10 August. By 20 August the French were at
Nienburg and they continued their advance towards Stade. Cumberland
sent a message to Richelieu, which he received on 21 August, suggesting
asuspension of hostilities between Hanover and France. This de Richelieu
initially declined, but when faced with the prospect of a long siege and the
likelihood that it would be raised by the English in any case, he accepted
the mediation of the King of Denmark and the Treaty of Kloster Zeven was
signed on 8 September. With the convention concluded, de Richelieu
marched from Stade to Brunswick (20 September) and on to Halberstadt
(29 September), where he intended to go into winter quarters, This
greatly irritated the Austrians who urged him to do more to cooperate
with General Soubise, who was commanding the French ‘auxiliary corps’
in the south. The Duke of Brunswick, who had been sent by Frederick to
cover any French movements in the north, retired towards Magdeburg,
thereby protecting Berlin,

In the meantime a Franco-Imperial force had been gathering in
the south to threaten Frederick from Saxony. General Soubise set out
with 22,000 men from Strashourg at the beginning of August to affect a

juncture with the Imperial force of Prince Joseph Saxe-Hildburghausen,

which had been gathering at Niremberg. This Imperial force consisted
of a collection of detachments from the various Princes, Electors and
Dukes of the Holy Roman Empire and numbered some 11,000 men.
The meeting of the two armies was effected at Erfurt on 25 August. It



































































































































































































The Catholic church in Leuthen.
The Prussian Garde attacked
across the road and the
memorial cross, which stands at
the point where the Prussians
broke in, can be seen just
beyond the car. The other point
of entry was the gates by the
crucifixion. (Author’s collection)

the combat came when GM Lentulus with the eight squadrons of
his command (Prussian 13th Cuirassiers (Garde du Corps) and
10th Cuirassiers (Gendarmes)) fought ten squadrons of dragoons from
FmL O’Donnell’s command, five squadrons each of Jung-Modena and
Saxe-Gotha. Nadasty had summoned O’Donnell to fill the gap left by the
Wirttembergers and Bavarians, but by the time they arrived Nadasty had
also lost the Austrian hussars and the Saxon Chevauxlegers. As soon as
O’Donnell arrived he attacked with energy and drive and forced the
Prussian cavalry back, giving the Austrian cavalry the breathing space to
re-form. He was disappointed to find, however, that they were no longer
interested in returning to the fray.

Lentulus led his Prussian cuirassiers forward again and this time
captured 15 cannon and almost destroyed the Jung-Modena Dragoons;
O’Donnell, practically unconscious from a sword cut to the head, was
captured during the engagement. Around 2.30pm, having withdrawn
his cavalry north of the Rathener Busch, Nadasty was re-forming his
infantry. The Wirttembergers were still falling back, however, and had
not yet re-formed. Unprotected, they were set upon by Zieten’s Hussars
(H2) and cut up, with 2,000 captured.

73



74

ABOVE The memorial cross
against the south wall.
(Author’s collection)

BELOW One of the turrets from
inside the churchyard. To fire
over the wall, as illustrated in so
many pictures, the defenders
would have to have made
earthen firing steps.

(Author’s collection)

THE ATTACK ON LEUTHEN VILLAGE

Disaster was looming for the Austrians — not only was their army facing
west, but having sent their reserves north, there were no units available
with which to plug the gap. Prince Charles despatched messengers all
across the battlefield as he sought to restore his line. His first action was
to order the remaining left-wing cavalry to turn south and face the
Prussian threat. The commander, General of Cavalry Serbelloni, had
faced a similar task at Kolin some six months before and had saved the
Austrian army. On this winter’s day in Silesia however he reverted to type
and withdrew his cavalry through Leuthen to safety. This left Lieutenant-
General Buccow with the Kalckreuth and Erzherzog Ferdinand
Cuirassiers, five squadrons of carabiniers and the Batthyanyi Dragoons.
Buccow was made of sterner stuff than his senior Serbelloni and,
observing that there were nearly 6,000 Prussian infantry advancing
against him supported by artillery, knew that he had to show a bold front
to gain time for the Austrian line to re-form. He held his command
firm in the face of the ordeal of intense artillery fire and even advanced
the Batthyanyi Dragoons some distance towards the enemy. In the end
mounting casualties and the odds against him forced him to withdraw
his command. Buccow’s actions did allow d’Arenberg to force-march his
reserve from the far right of the Austrian line, near Nippern some four
miles (6.5km) away, in just over an hour. The battalions had to leave
their 3-pdr regimental cannon behind and arrived at their new position
in some disorder and not a little out of breath. The first battalion to
arrive was that of de Ligne, which tried to form a line in front of the
castern end of Leuthen. At the same time the single battalion of the
Andlau Regiment, with houses preventing it from forming up properly,




deployed behind de Ligne, but in such a panic that it opened fire into

the backs of its comrades. The Mercy Regiment ran away swiftly and only
the two Dutch battalions of de Ligne and d’Arberg stood their ground
under intense artillery fire. The bravery of these regiments mirrored
that of Botta at Kolin — on this occasion however bravery was not
enough. Their ranks were shredded by Prussian heavy cannon firing
canister and the first line of Prussian infantry firing disciplined volleys
from 100 paces away. Finally the decimated battalions withdrew through
Leuthen to the site of the windmill on the north side of the village. Here
they saw Prince Charles and Marshal Daun were forming a new, more
substantial line to the north of Leuthen. The first to arrive were the
brigades of Macquire and Angern from the right-wing first line, closely
followed by all the infantry of the second line. The time was now 3.00pm
and the Austrians had managed to consolidate their position to the
north of Leuthen in a line some two miles (3km) long. Some units had
become disorganised and lost formation in the rush to get into position,
and in some places the ranks were 100 deep. Although this was not ideal
at least they were now in a position to face the advancing Prussian
infantry.

The whole of the Prussian infantry now formed up to the south
of Leuthen in two lines and in the watery sunlight of a late winter

day launched themselves into the assault at 3.30pm. The village of

Leuthen had not been prepared for defence, but it ran for approximately

Sagschiitz, seen here from the
south, remains largely
unchanged today. The
Wiirttembergers were deployed
from left to right roughly in the
position of the ploughed field.
(Author’s collection)
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The ground between Sagschiitz
and Striegwitz. The high ground
of the Glanzberg can be clearly
seen in the left distance.
(Author’s collection)

1 /. miles (2.5km) on an east-west axis across the front of the new
Austrian line. As such it formed a barrier that the Prussians would have

to overcome before they could get to grips with the Austrians properly.
Undaunted the Prussians threw themselves into the attack and after
being repulsed on numerous occasions managed to break in to the
village at 2 number of points. Thereafter they found themselves engaged
in costly close-quarter fighting among the rows of houses and
interconnecting enclosure walls and farm buildings. The regiments
leading the attack, IR15 (II & III bns), IR6 (Guard Grenadier), IR19
(Markgraf Karl), IR10 (Pannwitz) and IR36 (Munchow), came from the
right of the Prussian line and bore the brunt of the fighting. The
strongpoint of the Austrian defence in the village was the Catholic
church garrisoned by the excellent Imperial regiment of Rot-Wiirzburg.
The church was ideal for defence; it stood on its own with a churchyard
wall surrounding it with round turrets in each of the four corners. The
Prussian regiment that launched the initial, unsuccessful attack on the
church was IR10. A series of attacks were repeatedly repulsed and the
regiment suffered the majority of its 710 casualties at this time. Soon after
IR10 had been withdrawn from the attacks on the church, II and
III Battalions of IR15 (Guard) were sent against the position. They also
found their initial attacks repulsed by the determined Wiirzburgers. The
attacks by IR15 continued for more than half an hour, and eventually the
IT Battalion managed to force their way into the churchyard by way of a
side gate, while III Battalion broke in through a breach in the southern
wall made by the Prussian heavy artillery. Time was running out for the
brave Wiirzburgers, yet they fought on with spirit until finally five officers



and 33 men with four colours fought their way back to the main Austrian
position. The assaults by II and III Battalions of IR15 had cost them
dearly — nearly 510 casualties between them. The capture of the church
broke the back of Austrian resistance in Leuthen and, while the Prussians
replenished their exhausted supply of cartridges, the Austrian infantry in
the village made good their escape and re-formed behind the village on
the main position. The new position was on good defensible ground and
when the Prussian infantry renewed their advance they found themselves
stopped in their tracks by heavy musketry from the line of a sunken road
on the northern edge of the village.

Things were not all going the Prussians’ way. On the left of their
line, they were taking heavy casualties from the Austrian cannon
concentrated on high ground near the windmill hill. The left wing,
commanded by Lieutenant-General Retzow, had been supplying

reinforcements for the right wing and finally the last six battalions of

the weakened left wing could take no more and began to fall back, only
rallying in acute embarrassment when the son of Lieutenant-General
Retzow brought up the last battalion of the second line. The danger was
very real and Frederick, remembering how the Austrians retrieved dire
situations time and again at Kolin, brought up the Brummers to join the
heavy battery of the left wing on the Butterberg.

This was an excellent position as it enfiladed the massed ranks of the
Austrians behind Leuthen and soon they were sending round shot and
canister crashing into the Austrian line. The Austrian infantry however
stood their ground in the fading light and around 4.00pm Frederick
realised that, although he had driven the Austrians back and had
captured Leuthen, he had not yet won the day.

Having evicted the Austrians and
their allies from their position on
the left wing, the Prussian
infantry marched north towards
Leuthen in the distance. Leuthen
is one mile (1.5km) in this
picture; the Catholic church is on
the right. (Authors collection)
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9. 1650: The Prussian cavalry crash into Lucchese’s command.
PRUSSIANS :ﬂ:e left flank regiments mana?‘e to :e:r a:\{ay behind their own a
A Main infantry line (45 bns) Y. Others %0 make a fight of .

B Zieten's cavalry (53 sqns)

Left Wing Aaz
Bayreuth Dragoons (10 sgns) E

Dr{esen Cullrassners (5 sgns) DRIESEN
Leib Karabiners (5 sqns) 8. 1635: Lieutenant-General Driesen

Krockow Cuirassiers (5 sqns) observes Lucchese’s movement and

Gessler Cuirassiers (5 sqns) sends a warning order to his regiments

Schénaich Cuirassiers (5 sqns) to prepare to charge.

Kyau Cuirassiers (5 sqns)
Puttkammer Hussars (10 sqns)

C—-—IOTMMOO

Centre
K Székely Hussars (10 sqns)
L Wurttemberg Dragoons (5 sqns)
M Seydlitz Hussars (10 sqns)
N Warnery Hussars (10 sgns)
O Werner Hussars (10 sgns)

SOPHIENBERG

N
: g

10. 1700: Major-General Wiirttemberg
brings up his cavalry and they too crash
into the r ins of L hese’s d

4. 1600: Frederick orders up his ‘Brummers’ to
support his left wing, which is shaky and taking
heavy casualties from accurate Austrian artillery fire.

XX

Dot
RETZOW x

FERDINAND

3. The Prussian Garde (Il & lll Bns), IR 10 (Pannwitz)
and IR 19 (Markgraf Karl) assault the church
defended by IR Rot-Wiirzburg and are repeatedly
thrown back.

XXXX

FREDERICK

LEUTHEN - THE FINAL PRUSSIAN ATTACK

5 December 1757, viewed from the south, showing the advance of Lieutenant-General Lucchese’s
cavalry, Lieutenant-General Driesen’s counterattack and the final Prussian infantry attack on Leuthen.
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Lucchese’s death ride

While the fighting had been raging on the southern flank and in and
around Leuthen, the cavalry of the Austrian right wing under General
of Cavalry Lucchese (65 sqns) and those of the Prussian left under
Lieutenant-General von Driesen (55 sqns) had watched events unfold.
With the infantry of both sides heavily engaged around Leuthen, the two
cavalry wings were the only forces of either side yet to be committed.
Lucchese decided to move his command to the low ground to the
southeast of Gross Heidau. The Prussians under Driesen were still
positioned behind the Sophienberg, where they had deployed at the
start of the battle. From his position Lucchese would have been able to
see the Prussian batteries on the Butterberg, wreaking havoc on the
Austrian infantry and the apparently unsupported left flank of the
Prussian infantry extending to the west of Leuthen. The Prussian guns
and infantry were simply irresistible targets for any cavalry and no doubt
Lucchese thought the moment had come for a battle-winning strike on
the exposed Prussian flank. The cavalry of the Austrian right were
given the order to advance at 4.30pm and Lucchese led them in an
anti-clockwise sweep towards ideal targets. The cuirassiers in their white
coats and black metal breastplates and the dragoons in green and red
coats, swords glinting in the late afternoon sunlight advanced at a walk
towards the Prussian flank, their confidence and expectations high, with
the memories of their successes at Kolin fresh in their minds.

The Prussian general, Driesen, had ridden forward onto the
Sophienberg at the head of his cavalry. From here he could see the
advance of the Austrian cavalry and sent orders back for his command to

The Choral after Leuthen. It was
traditional in the 18th century to
give thanks to God for a victory
and Leuthen was no exception.
(AKG)



After the battle Frederick was
making his way to Lissa in
search of somewhere to sleep
for the night when darkness fell.
He came across a poor tavern in
Saara and Frederick asked the
innkeeper if he was on the
Breslau road. The innkeeper,
lantern in one hand and holding
Frederick’s stirrup leather in the
other, guided the royal party
towards Lissa. (Engraving after
Haas)

move north at a fast trot to bring them to a position from which they
could attack the enemy flank. To ensure they understood their orders,
Driesen summoned his regimental commanders to his position on the
Sophienberg and pointed out the glittering array of enemy cavalry as it
moved across their front from left to right. They returned to their
regiments and with the Austrians still short of the Butterberg the
Prussians crashed into their flank. The Austrians had been taken

completely off their guard; Lucchese had apparently been unaware of
Driesen’s command behind the Sophienberg when he issued his orders.
In any case the effects of the Prussian cavalry charge were devastating. A
few of the Austrian cavalry regiments on the far left managed to veer
off to the east and sought refuge behind the new line of infantry. The
majority, however, were caught in the open. The melee was fast and
furious, Lucchese was killed in the opening moments of the combat and
the Kolowrat Dragoons were repeatedly stopped from deploying by a
series of charges by the Prussian Puttkamer Hussars, who had worked
their way around behind the Austrian second line. Three of the four
regiments in this second line, the Serbelloni and Anhalt-Zerbst
Cuirassiers and the Benedict Daun Dragoons, managed to turn to face
the charge and engaged the Prussians with determination. The joy of
the Prussian second-line cuirassiers at the apparent destruction of
the Austrians was shortlived as they rapidly had to rescue the famous
ten-squadron regiment of Bayreuth Dragoons. The Prussians had
achieved surprise but, with the Austrian and Prussian cavalry practically
equal in numbers, the melee remained in the balance. Lieutenant-
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DRIESEN’S CHARGE SMASHES INTO LUCCHESE’S
AUSTRIAN CAVALRY (pages 82-83)

With the left flank of the Prussian infantry exposed as they
attacked the village of Leuthen and the re-formed Austrian
line behind, Austrian General of Cavalry Lucchese saw an
opportunity to launch a decisive charge against the Prussian
infantry’s exposed flank. As he led his glittering squadrons
forward Lucchese was unaware that the regiments of
Lieutenant General Driesen’s cavalry wing were concealed
behind the Sophienberg on their flank. Driesen, atop the
Sophienberg, sent orders back for his troops to move north
to allow them to attack Lucchese’s flank. He summoned his
regimental commanders to the top of the hill to ensure they
clearly understood their orders. He then launched his
cuirassiers at the Austrians with disastrous consequences
for Lucchese’s command. The Prussian attack was
devastating and General Lucchese was killed in the opening
moments of the cavalry battle. The Austrian regiment of
Anhalt-Zerbst (1) was one of the regiments in the Austrian
second line that managed to turn to face the Prussian
charge and are here seen engaging the Prussian Regiment
Driesen (2). The Anhalt-Zerbst Cuirassiers were a very good
Austrian regiment and although Leuthen was not a good
day for them, they made up for it later in the year at the
battle of Hochkirch in October where they fought with great
distinction. A few of the Austrian cavalry regiments on the
left of Lucchese’s command managed to veer away and seek
refuge behind the new Austrian infantry line behind the

village of Leuthen itself. Although the Prussians had
achieved surprise, the struggle remained in the balance until
the Prince von Wiirttemberg led his 30 squadrons of
Prussian light cavalry into the melee, tipping the balance in
the Prussian favour. The whirling mass of cavalry now swept
back towards the Austrian infantry deployed behind Leuthen.
This proved too much for them and they turned and ran
throwing their weapons aside. The scene does clearly
demonstrate the similarities between the uniforms and
equipment of both sides. The black tricorn hat (3) worn by
both Austrians and Prussians had protective iron strips
inside the crown, the Austrian model having been copied
from that of the Prussians. Another common feature was the
breastplate (4). The Austrian cuirass was shaped from a
piece of wrought iron, which was then lacquered or painted
black. It weighed no less than 32Ib and due to its weight was
worn only in action. Even cavalry vedettes (sentries) were not
obliged to wear them during the day. The Prussian cuirass
weighed 25lb and was similarly lacquered or painted black.
The one exception was the cuirasses of the Garde du Corps,
which were polished bare metai. The Austrian cuirass also
had a back plate or plastron but these were not used on
campaign and kept in store for use in the event of another
war with the Turks. The cuirassier sword was known as the
palasch (5) and the Austrian version was 36in. long. The
longer Prussian sword (42in.) was designed so that a trooper
could cut down to the navel of a standing infantryman,
without having to bend in the saddle. (Adam Hook)



General Eugen Prince von Wiirttemberg led his 30 squadrons of light
cavalry out from behind the Prussian infantry and threw them into the
fight, tipping the balance in the Prussian favour. As the sun dipped below
the horizon the swirling melee of cavalry swept down on the Austrian
infantry to the north of Leuthen and they cast aside their weapons and
ran. The Prussian right-wing infantry now swept forward with musket butt
and bayonet.

The end of the battle

With the Prussian Frei Battalions and the Jager advancing from Borne, the
scene around the windmill resembled a massacre. Not all the Austrian
regiments fled the scene, those that stood their ground, most notably
Wallis and Baden-Durlach, were ridden down by the 11th Cuirassiers (Leib
Karabiniers) and the Bayreuth Dragoons. The Austrian gunners of the
great battery fought to the last, bayoneted and clubbed down by the
Schenckendorff Grenadier Battalion. As darkness fell the Austrians
disengaged while various counterattacks were launched to cover the
retreat. The enterprising Colonel Ludwig Caraccioli di S. Eramo managed
to re-form three squadrons of the Stampach Cuirassiers and the Benedict
Daun Dragoons from Lucchese’s command. In one attack he threw back
Driesen’s left wing as it attempted close on the rear of the defenceless
Austrians. Prince Charles sent the reliable Colonel Karl Amadei with the

Arriving at Schloss Lissa
Frederick found it full of Austrian
officers. He asked if there was
room for him too, but the
courteous Austrian officers
escorted him to the best room
and then departed. (Print after
Knétel)




Hungarian regiment Nicholas Esterhazy to cover the retreat of General
Stampach’s division. Amadei’s infantry were able to see off some Prussian
light cavalry that were threatening five regiments of Austrian horse as they
struggled through boggy ground. General Stampach was determined to
reach the bridge at Lissa as soon as possible but was persuaded to stay by
Amadei, who pointed out that such a move would place the whole army in
great danger. Amadei and Caraccioli were greatly assisted by Nadasty, who
had managed to rally his command in the woods of the Leuthener Busch
and the Rathener Busch. He deployed five or six battalions of his infantry
with their regimental guns in the woods, with his main force of cavalry as a
screen in front of the position. He sent two squadrons forward to skirmish
with the Prussians and the dragoons of Zieten’s second line took the bait
and charged into the trap. The Austrian cavalry moved aside and the
Prussian cavalry found themselves caught in a crossfire from the woods.
The dragoons tumbled back in haste as Nadasty brought up his
12-pdr cannon to remind the Prussians to keep their distance. Zieten
had no infantry with which to attack the Austrians in the woods and an
inconclusive artillery duel began, continuing until the main Austrian army
had crossed the bridges over the Lissa. Nadasty was also able to withdraw
successfully, but due to the realignment of the two armies large numbers
of Austrians did fall into Prussian hands as prisoners of war, although their
army was conducting a reasonably effective fighting retreat.

As the gloom deepened towards 6.00pm, Frederick was determined
to seize the bridge at Lissa, some five miles (8km) from the battlefield,
and so prevent the enemy from forming a new battle line behind the
Schweidnitzerwasser. While he was on the Breslau highway he was joined
by Zieten and some hussars and at the isolated hamlet of Saara he
encountered a very garrulous innkeeper who ambled along by his
stirrups with a lantern. As he was approaching Lissa with the Seydlitz
Cuirassiers and the hussars, there was a volley of 50 or 60 muskets
discharged at short range. The hidden enemy had aimed too low in the
darkness and did no damage. Frederick however waited for 30 minutes
until three battalions of grenadiers caught up with him before entering

The Schloss at Lissa was the
home of Baron Mudrach, who
saw the royal party arriving and
made them very welcome.
(Author’s collection)



the town. They were again fired upon by Austrian infantry in the
houses around the town square and by some on the far bank of the
Schwiednitzerwasser. The Prussians managed to surprise a party of
Austrians who were trying to set fire to the wooden bridge. The snow
had started falling again as the grenadier battalions seized the bridge
and brought their battalion pieces into action, speeding the retreating
Austrians on their way.

Frederick in the meantime had turned to the castle of Lissa with the
intention of staying the night. Baron Mudrach, lord of this handsome
building whose old moat and defences had been turned into flower
beds, saw the Royal party arriving and made them very welcome.
However, as at Rossbach Frederick found the castle crowded with
Austrian officers whom he greeted warmly, ‘Good evening, gentlemen,
is there room for me?’ The Austrian officers bowing low, escorted him
to the best room and then made off as best they could to rejoin their
battered and shaken comrades. That night Frederick gathered together
Moritz of Anhalt-Dessau, Driesen, Zieten, Retzow, Wedel and his
younger brother Ferdinand, giving them the parole and the orders for
the next day. He ended by saying, ‘This day will transmit the glory of
your name and our Nation to all posterity.’

The whole army was following in Frederick’s footsteps to Lissa and as
the snow continued to fall they marched in silence, reflecting on the
events of the day and their own survival. Then suddenly above the
muffled tramp of marching feet a grenadier broke into song, a solemn
tenor intoning the Prussian soldiers’ most familiar hymn, Nun danket alle
Gott. Almost as one the men stirred from their own private reflections
and 25,000 voices swelled in thanks to God for their victory:

‘Nun danket alle Gott ‘Now thank God, one and all

Mit Herzen, Mund und Handen, With hearts, with voice, with hands,
Der grosse Dinge thut Who wonders great hath done

An uns und allen Enden.’ To us and to all lands.’
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THE AFTERMATH

¥ n the stillness of dawn the day after the battle it became clear that the
~ snow had continued to fall overnight and in the morning the dead
© formed countless little snow hills. The Prussian casualties amounted
to 1,175 officers and men killed and 5,207 wounded making a total
of 6,382, some 20 per cent of their total. For the Austrians the battle
was a disaster. Their losses were 3,000 officers and men killed,
6,000-7,000 wounded and in the region of 12,000 taken prisoner in the
confusion at the end. This was 33 per cent of their total. They also
lost 46 regimental colours and 131 cannon and to cap it all a further
10,000 men were captured during the pursuit.

Leaving behind burial parties, Frederick pushed on after the
retreating and demoralised Austrians the day after the battle. The
Prussians’ first act on crossing the Schweidnitzerwasser was to round up
nearly 400 carts and wagons and yet more prisoners. The pursuit proper
of Prince Charles and Marshal Daun did not begin until 7 December,
when Zieten was despatched with a force of 63 squadrons and 11
battalions. Prince Charles and Marshal Daun in the meantime were in
the village of Grabschen on the other side of the River Lohe. There was

The dispirited Austrian army
during their painful retreat
across the mountains into
Bohemia. (Engraving after
Menzel)




In the aftermath of Leuthen, the
large but dispirited Austrian
garrison of Breslau surrendered
the city to Frederick after only a
brief bombardment. Breslau was
to be Frederick’s winter
headquarters. (AKG)

little conversation, each absorbed with his own thoughts. Prince Charles
could not believe what had happened and was looking for scapegoats;
Daun as the advisor no doubt had thoughts of, ‘I told you so,” — the
Croats who had accompanied them fell to shooting pigeons. The
Austrian army meanwhile had spent the night in woods and farm
buildings scattered across a wide area. It was not until the sun rose the
next day that, in dribs and drabs, they began to trickle in.

Once roused from his self-pity, Prince Charles decided to garrison
Breslau with 17,000 men, and taking the remainder of the army he
marched in a circuitous route south-west for Schweidnitz. Zieten was in
pursuit and on 8 December was checked at the Kleine-Lohe by a strong
Austrian rearguard. Frederick wrote to him the next day expressing the
need for urgency, ‘... in these circumstances one day of exhaustion will
be repaid by one hundred of repose later on.” Zieten did not take the
king’s words to heart and soon after, Lieutenant-General Fouqué was
sent to take over command of the pursuing force. By 22/23 December
Prince Charles and the Austrians were driven out of Silesia into
Bohemia. In the Silesian-Bohemian hills the weather was dreadful: heavy
rains, deep mud, snow and ice and cold cutting winds. Prince Charles
wrote to his brother, the Emperor, that the army was more than a little
dilapidated, without linen or clothes. It was in a truly pitiable condition
and because the enemy were so close it always had to encamp without
tents. This misery continued for the Austrian army for a further ten days
until they arrived at Kéniggratz. Over the period of Christmas out of a

. total of 37,000 rank and file, 22,000 were very sick.

While the Austrians were being harried out of Silesia Frederick
turned his attention to the twin problem of Breslau and Schweidnitz.
After a short, but intense bombardment the demoralised garrison in the
city of Breslau surrendered on 20 December and on 21 December the
Austrians marched out of the Schweidnitzer Gate in what seemed like an
endless column; hardly surprising when one considers there were
upwards of 17,000 troops in all. Frederick decided to delay besieging
Schweidnitz until the following year. With the Austrians driven back into
Bohemia the Prussians finally went into winter quarters across Silesia
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and southern Saxony. Frederick himself was tired and in need of rest —
the year of 1757 had taken its toll of his health — and so he established
himself in Breslau and remained there until late March 1758. Apart
from attending an occasional Ball and receiving visitors Frederick spent
a lot of time on his own in the silence of his room.

As the New Year of 1758 began Frederick felt confident that, after
their disaster at Leuthen, the Austrians would be responsive to peace
overtures. He wrote to Maria Theresa formally proposing peace and
there is little doubt Frederick sincerely desired it; but he was to be
disappointed, for although Maria Theresa was discouraged by Leuthen,
especially after the success of Kolin in the high summer, she was
determined to fight on. No doubt her resolve was strengthened by
news that Madame de Pompadour in Paris was full of fight, and that
Tsarina Anna was still alive and determined to see Frederick beaten.
The Russian commander Apraxin was dismissed after his lacklustre
campaign in the late summer and early autumn and replaced by Fermor.
On 16 January 1758, Fermor crossed the border into East Prussia with
30,000 men, capturing Kénigsberg on 22 January.

The Prussians were unable to secure the peace they wanted. The
Austrian and Imperial army had 150,000 men at their disposal and the
Swedes and Russians a further 98,000. In addition great efforts were
being made to coordinate their attacks on Frederick in the next
campaigning season. With a mere 135,000 men — and many of those
forcibly pressed prisoners — Frederick was to face crises far more acute
in 1758 than those that had confronted him in 1757.

The Prussians took

22,000 prisoners as a result
of Leuthen. Here Austrian
grenadiers are marching into
captivity. (Engraving after
Menzel)



THE BATTLEFIELDS
TODAY

hen writing a book for the Campaign series, visiting the
battlefield itself can be both informative and rewarding.
Whenever possible I attempt to visit the battlefield at the same
time of year as the engagement was fought; it can give one a very good
‘feel’ for the ground. Unfortunately I was only able to visit Rossbach and
Leuthen in March but it was still pretty wintry at that time of the year so the
conditions were not totally dissimilar. On the way from Munster I stopped
at Biittelstidt to see one of the villages where Frederick waited impatiently
for his chance to engage the Franco-Imperial army. It is still a very small
village and only Frederick’s headquarters would have been located there,
the rest of the army being scattered in farms and villages nearby. I confess
that as I approached Rossbach my heart sank as I saw all the ugly housing
developments and factory buildings erected by the former communist
rulers. Rossbach is situated in Saxony-Anhalt (Sachsen-Anhalt) in the
south-east of the province between Merseburg and Halle and nearly four
miles (6.5km) north-west of Weissenfels. Rossbach is still very much a
village and apart from some more obvious modern houses, much the same
size as it was when Frederick visited in 1757. Of the other two villages of
Reichartswerben and Tagewerben, the former is much larger, while the
latter is still very compact. Unfortunately, there is a huge gravel pit right in
the middle of the battlefield. Although it does not greatly disrupt viewing
the battlefield, it has changed the lie of the land. However, from the high
ground to the west of Rossbach occupied by St. Germain, you get a very
good view over the battlefield and he would have clearly seen the Prussians
marching over the Janus Ridge to intercept the Franco-Imperial army.
Indeed, with the aid of a telescope, St. Germain should have been able to
follow the course of the battle over towards Reichardtswerben. The Janus
Ridge remains a prominent feature today, although a road now runs along
the top of the ridge with a factory at the eastern end. From the ridge one
can clearly see the position taken up by the Prussian infantry after they
marched down the slopes. Seydlitz encountered the leading cavalry
regiments of the allied army to the north-east of Reichardtswerben and
sadly this area has been disturbed by another gravel pit. The ground where
the bulk of the fighting took place has not been too badly disturbed over
the years and it is possible to visualise the deployment of each army’s
forward line. The Franco-Imperial army’s right flank was very exposed.
There is little to disrupt the monotony of the landscape apart from a few
trees lining the road and the ground over which Seydlitz launched his
second charge was very open — perfect cavalry country. It is also clear he
was hidden in dead ground until he launched his attack.
There is a diorama of the battle in the village of Reichardtswerben,
but regrettably it was not open when I visited. Braunsbedra is the
modern town made up of Bedra and Braunsdorf.

91



One of the streets in modern
Leuthen running away from the
Catholic church. If one mentally
blanks out the telegraph poles it
is possible to picture the village
of the time of the battle.
(Author’s collection)

The church in Rossbach. Unlike
the field of Leuthen, Rossbach
has suffered to some degree
from development in the
intervening years. Several large
gravel pits scar the battlefield
today. (Author’s collection)

Leaving Rossbach I drove east to the town of Gorlitz where Frederick
stayed on his way to Leuthen and the German government are spending
a fortune on repairing the old buildings that pack the town centre. The
bridge where Frederick’s army crossed has gone, but the foundations
remain on each bank.

The battlefield at Leuthen is a real gem and virtually untouched.
Leuthen (modern day Lutynia) is a little bigger than in 1757, but not by
much. The windmills on the heights north of the village are gone and
my first stop was on the Schonberg where there is a rather battered
memorial raised by the German VI Army Corps before World War II to
Frederick’s victory at Leuthen. The first thing that strikes one are the
‘swells” in the ground - the battlefield rises and falls rather like waves
and there are the small ‘bergs’ repeatedly mentioned in account of the
battle. From the Schonberg there is an excellent view of Leuthen and
the first line of the Austrian position north of the village. The Austrian
second line would have been in dead ground. The windmills would have
been clearly visible and so would Prince Charles and his entourage. The
far right of the Austrian position would have been hidden from view and
I doubt Frederick would have had a clear view of the Austrian left. He
would certainly have been able to see some troops beyond Leuthen but
the village and the lie of the ground would have obscured much of
Nadasty’s command. Riding south along the tops of the ridges with his
escort Frederick would have got a better feel for the full extent of the
Austrian line.

Whether the Prussian flank march to the Austrian left did in fact take
place in dead ground has been a matter of some debate. Viewing the
route of the march from the site of the windmills north of Leuthen and
with the aid of a pair of binoculars and a 1:50,000 map, the ground
suggests strongly that it did. The rolling terrain provides a lot of dead



The old Town Hall in Gérlitz, an
important city sitting astride the
River Oder. Frederick would
almost certainly have visited the
Town Hall as he passed through
Gorlitz on his way to Leuthen.
The city suffered terrible
pollution damage during the
years of communist rule, but is
now being returned to its former
glory. (Author’s collection)

ground and although the ‘bergs’ are not very high, they reinforce the
effect.

Although it is slightly larger than in 1757 the layout is still very
much on an east-west axis. The church so stoutly defended by the
Rot-Wiirzburg Regiment and stormed by the Prussian Guard remains
with its walled churchyard, complete with circular turrets. There are
probably more houses in front of the church now than at the time of the
battle and today there is a primary school alongside the wall at the point
where Rochling placed the gate in his panoramic view. Outside the
churchyard behind a wrought-iron fence against the southern wall there
is a memorial. It is thought that this is the point at which the wall was
breached by cannon fire. Opposite the memorial the road heads
south towards Sagschiitz and one is struck by how open the ground out
towards Radaxdorf and Lobetinz is, the folds in the ground are not
nearly so deceiving here. The Prussian infantry marched behind
Radaxdorf and Lobetinz and so were still in dead ground to the first
line of Serbelloni’s cavalry and the infantry of Nadasty. Sagschiitz is a
small collection of houses and farm buildings, very much as I imagine it
appeared at the time.

If one enjoys visiting battlefields, Leuthen is an excellent candidate
as it has remained largely unchanged since the battle. Visiting in the
summer will make the walking far more enjoyable; in wintry conditions
it is quite bleak. I would also recommend bringing your own picnic as
places to buy food and drink are few and far between.
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