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A This R. Caton Woodville drawing is dated 31
January 1885, so it could depict any minor action of
the 19th Hussars who were with the Desert Column
during that month which saw the Battles of Abu Klea
and Abu Kru.
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THE BATTLE OF HASHIN

d The Battle of Hashin,
21 March 1885. Graham's
new expeditionary force
marched out of Suakim
on 20 March, and on the
following day came upon
the enemy in a strong
hilly position. In an
action that dragged on
Jor 9'/2 hours the British
cavalry and mounted
infantry made successful
charges.
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he Battle of Hashin, 21 March 1885
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rough ground littered with boulders and prickly
mimosa-grass, the force moved and fought for 9'/2
hours, both cavalry and infantry being repeatedly
engaged. The Berkshires and Royal Marines drove
the enemy off Dihilbat Hill, swarming up its steep
sides in mutual support. The Indian Lancers
charged a Dervish force and, as did the British
cavalry at El Teb, they received a very rough
handling from the natives, prone on the ground
slashing at the horses’ legs. The Indian infantry, in
square with the Guards, inflicted heavy losses when
repelling a fierce attack, which deterred another
large group from charging. An attack by the cavalry
86

and Mounted Infantry was more successful, the
troopers firing carbines at the natives lying on the
dusty ground. Still the enemy fought on, banners
waving and weapons flashing, occasional puffs of
smoke betraying riflemen concealed in the mimosa
bushes — the enemy were Beja, organized
according to their tri sections (Hadendowa,
Bisharin, etc.) and fighting under their own leaders;
estimates of their losses vary from 250 to 1,000
killed. When Graham’s force got back to their
prepared zarebas after the action, they counted their
losses as 22 officers and men killed, and 43
wounded.




McNeill’s Zareba at Tofrik, 22 March 1885

Next day, General Graham sent out a strong force
under General McNeill to build and garrison two
zarebas as intermediate supply posts between
Hashin and Tamai. Formed in two supporting
squares, they advanced slowly through dense scrub
and mimosa-bush, but by midday had only reached
Tofrik, six miles from Suakim, where he decided to
build the first post; the second one was to be eight
miles further on. Three zarebas of mimosa-thorn
were begun, placed diagonally in chequer-board
fashion, the larger central one to house the animals
and stores, the two smaller ones to hold the fighting
troops and the Gardner guns. The 5th Lancers were

MCNEILL'S ZAREBA AT TOFRIK

out forming a protective screen and scouting party;
unfortunately they were a young regiment with no
experience of desert warfare and unused to the
glaring sun light of the region.

The northern flanking square was being
constructed by Royal Marines, with two Gardner
guns; the Berkshires, also with two Gardners, were
working on the southern square — both had arms
piled. At 2 o’clock, when the men fell out for the
midday meal, there was no adequate field of fire
around the incomplete defences. The Indian units
were in the area of the unfinished central square,
mels and mules were assembled after off-

where
loading.
At 2.30 p.m.

a cavalryman galloped in and

he Battle of Tofrik, 22 March 1885
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reported that enemy were approaching rapidly;
covering and working-parties were ordered in, but
before they could comply the cavalry outposts were
among them with Sudanese swarming at their heels;
thousands of gleaming black Hadendowas who
seemed to have sprung, screaming and shouting,
from the very ground.
hacking, stabbing natives, men dashed for their
rifles; the 17th Bengal Native Infantry fired a volley
then broke and rushed for shelter in the central
zareba. General McNeill was lucky to escape with
his life when the main attack hit the Berkshires®
zareba, but a group of men from that regiment
formed a rallying-square outside the middle zareba,
and held their fire until the Arabs were within
thirty yards. They mowed down the tribesmen
milling around their small formation before slowly
falling back on the Marines’ zareba, frequently
halting to fire volleys at from two to twenty yards’
range.

In the first rush some sixty Arabs penetrated the
Marines’ square, to be instantly shot or bayoneted;

but an avalanche of warriors, fleeing Indian infantry,
camp-followers and terrified animals burst through
the central square, carrying away many of those men
who had formed defensive positions. With the
natives now among the transport animals, the
Berkshires and Marines had to fire their heavy
into the mass, and camels reared their great
bodies into the air before slumping, shapeless tawny
hummocks, on the blood-soaked sand. The whole
area became a dust-enshrouded nightmare of
shouting demoralized men, frantic camels and

plunging mules, and the wraith-like Hadendowas
flitting through the murk, cleaving paths with their
long, razor-sharp swords.

Remaining firm, the 15th Sikhs and 28th Bombay
Infantry received and repulsed several attacks;
thrown back, the Arabs milled about in all
directions, slashing at anything that moved. At last,
unable to cope with the concentrated fire of the
Berkshires and Marines in their zarebas, the
surviving Arabs slowly and sullenly moved off and
walked slowly away into the bush.

Lasting only twenty minutes, the chaotic action
had been crowded with instances of wild and
desperate fanaticism, tempered by examples of cold-
blooded bravery. As the dust slowly settled men
88

ngulfed by this flood of

Stewart's casualties at Tofrik
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looked at one another in bewilderment before
gazing around them at the shambles of bodies of
men and animals lying on all sides. More than a
hundred British and Indian soldiers had died and
about 140 were wounded; 900 camels had been
destroyed. Estimates of the Sudanese casualties vary
depending on the source, but it scems that at least
1,000 bodies were lying in the area after the battle,
and it is claimed that 2,000 were buried in grave-
pits.  As the fought  with
extraordinary and fanatical courage, showing a
complete disregard for death; but even by their
standards the affair at Tofrik was so bloody that they
were discouraged from further attacks, and were
beginning to lose confidence in Osman Digna who
had told them that British bullets were made of
water and could do them no harm.

always, enemy

The End of the Campaign

For some days after the Tofrik
operations were confined to marching and counter-
marching, convoy escorts and skirmishes with
bands of belligerent Arabs. On 2 April 1885
Graham marched with a strong force from Suakim
to attack Osman Digna at Tamai, reaching there on
the following day only to find the place deserted and
the wells almost dry. Most of the tribes supporting
Osman had left him, and the leader was on his way
to Sinkat; it was clear that the campaign was nearly
atan end.

On 2 May Lord Wols
warn Graham that his force was to be broken up
because the government had decided to abandon
Suakim and discontinue construction of the railway;
besides, there was a possibility of trouble with

tion military

ley arrived at Suakim to




Russia. Graham left Suakim on 17 May by which
time Korti had been abandoned and the withdrawal
was in full swing; in June Wolseley and Graham
were back in England

In June the Mahdi died, probably of typhus.
Before his death Osman Digna had written to him:
‘God struck fear into the hearts of the English and
they went away.” The power of the Dervishes was
supreme in the land and British prestige was at a

surprised by a large army
of Dervishes who had
crept up under cover of
dense scrub. For twenty
minutes a ferocious battle
was fought amid the
incomplete zarebas and
transport animals.

cNeill's zareba at
frik, 22 March 1885.
General Graham had sent
out a strong force under
General McNeill to build
and garrison two zarebas
between Hashin and
Tamai. Before they were
completed the force was

THE END OF THE CAMPAIGN

low ebb. However the British Lion refused to lie
down; one last action was fought, significant for the
fact that it was the very last occasion on which
British soldiers wore their scarlet tunics into battle.
The Mahdi’s successor, the Khalifa, had been
raiding in the vicinity of British outposts at Kosha
and Mograka, on the Egyptian/Sudanese border.
On 30 December 1885, General Sir Frederick
Stephenson, with two Anglo-Egyptian brigades
supported by cavalry, and gunboats on the Nile,
defeated the Khalifa’s forces at Ginnis, with fewer
than fifty casualties and only a few hundred to the

enemy.

Britain had the habit of withdrawing only to
return — as in Bengal, Burma and Afghanistan.
She followed the custom in the Sudan, her troops
returning to avenge Gordon and Khartoum in
Kitchener’s Campaign of 1896-8.




CHRONOLOGY

1881 Appearance of the Mahdi

August Mahdi’s victory at Abba

October Mahdi defeats Rashid Bey

1882

29 May Mahdists defeat Egyptians at Jebel Jarrada
1 September Mahdists besiege EI Obeid

1883

1 January Colonel Hicks appointed Chief of Staff
of Egyptian Army

17 E1 Obeid falls

29 April Hicks’s victorious action at Jebel Ain

9 September Hicks marches out of Omdurman to
recapture EI Obeid

26 October Mahdists destroy an Egyptian force

5 November Hicks’s army destroyed at Shaykan;
Mahdists destroy another Egyptian force

2 December Mahdists wipe out an Egyptian force;
Slatin Pasha cut off in Darfur; Baker Pasha’s force
assembles at Suakim

1884

January Lupton defeated at Bahr-el-Gazal in
Equatoria; Emin Pasha retreats up the Nile

10 Baring, in Cairo, rejects Gordon as Governor of
Sudan

15 Wolseley interviews Gordon at War Office
18 Gordon meets Cabinet. Later that day leaves
London for Cairo

25 In Cairo, Gordon meets Baring and Tewfik
26-7 Baker Pasha’s force transported by sea to
Trinkatat

28 Gordon leaves Cairo for Khartoum with
Lieutenant-Colonel J.D.H. Stewart

1 February They reach Korosko

4 Baker’s force routed near Trinkatat

8 Admiral Hewitt lands British force at Suakim,
with orders to mount expedition to relieve
Tokar

10 Gordon sends Mahdi red robe of honour

13 British troops in Egypt begin embarking for
90

Suakim

18 Gordon and Stewart reach Khartoum
23 "Tokar surrend
28 Graham’s force from Suakim concentrates at
Trinkatat

29 Graham wins Battle of El
and Mr Power make two-steamer reconnaiss
White Nile from Khartoum

2 March Stewart and Power return to Khartoum

3 Graham’s force reaches Tokar

5 Graham’s force returns to Suakim

12 Graham’s force marches out to Tamai

13 Graham victorious at Battle of Tamai; telegraph
from Khartoum to Cairo cut by Mahdists; tribes
north of Khartoum rise in support of Mahdi,
Khartoum cut off

14 Rebels occupy positions on right bank of Blue
Nile opposite palace at Khartoum

15 Besieged garrison of Hafayah north of Khartoum
relieved by Gordon’s river force

16 Abortive sortie from Khartoum — 200 killed;
British government refuses Gordon’s request that
Zobeir be appointed Governor-General of Sudan
20 Khartoum besieged by Arab army of 30,000

22 Mahdi rejects Gordon’s offer of peace

24 Baring in Cairo telegraphs London on
importance of getting Gordon out of Khartoum

28 Graham'’s force at Suakim ordered to return to
Egypt, leaving garrison of two battalions

3 April Graham’s force embarks for Egypt

9 Graham’s force reaches Cairo

9 May Berber falls

10 Messengers confirm Khartoum under tight siege
and out of contact

12 Government survives vote of censure over their
attitude and inactivity concerning Gordon and
Khartoum

17 Government message reaches Gordon advising
evacuation of Khartoum

20 Public indignation in England at ‘betrayal of

s

Teb; Colonel Stewart
nce of




Gordon’ increases and continues throughout

June and July

10 Confirmation of fall of Berber and massacre of
the garrison

26 July Lord Hartingdon tells Gladstone he will
resign unless help is sent to Gordon

5 August Government votes funds for a relief
expedition

8 Gladstone gives way, announces plan for
expedition to the Sudan, commander Lord
Wolseley; general diversion of British regiments en
route to and from India to Wadi Halfa; Muhammad
Ali Pasha Husayn leads successful sorties from
Khartoum

24 Letters from Gordon received, reporting minor
actions with Arabs from 12 March to 30 July;
Gordon says he has received no letters since 29
March

26 Another letter from Gordon announces a victory,
having taken an Arab camp Khartoum is ‘cleared on
three parts of a circle’; General Sir Redvers Buller
‘ngland for Egypt

28 Eight hundred whale-boats ordered for Nile
expedition

4 September Expedition sent from Khartoum to
Sennar defeated with loss of 800 men at Al Aylafuh
9 Wolseley arrives in Cairo

10 First boats ready and delivered in England;
steamer Abbas strikes rock, Stewart and Power go
ashore and are murdered by apparently friendly
Arabs

20 Gordon receives first news that relief expedition
is on its way

27 Wolseley leaves Cairo for Wadi Halfa

7 October Canadian Voyageurs arrive in Alexandria
14 Gordon arrests sixteen leading citizens who have
planned to go over to the Mahdi

21 Mahdi moves to Khartoum with bulk of his
forces

22 Gordon receives letter from Mahdi telling of
wreck of Abbas and death of Stewart and Powers

5 December Relief force assembles at Donga
Steamer Bordein under heavy fire leaves
Khartoum for Metammeh; Gordon sends last
message; General Stewart arrives at Korti with
Mounted Infantry and Guards Camel Corps

16 Wolseley arrives at Korti

28 River Column leaves Korti and advances towards

CHRONOLOGY

Khartoum
30 Stewart’s Desert Column leaves Korti to take
wells at Gakdul

1885

1 January First boats bearing The Black Watch

reach Korti

2 Desert Column occupies wells at Gakdul

3 General Earle joins advance-guard of River

Column

4 South Staffords pass cataract and occupy

Hamdah; joined by River Column who camp there

before moving forward; General Earle arrives

Hamdah with his Staff

5 Lord Charles Beresford reaches Korti with st

Division, Naval Brigade; Desert Column returns to

Korti; in Khartoum commander of Fort Omdurman

signals Gordon that he can longer hold out, Gordon

agrees to his surrender

7 Colonel Clarke with Light Camel Regiment leaves

Korti for Gakdul

8 Stewart’s Desert Column marches out of Korti

13 United, the entire Column moves forward

16 Large Arab force discovered at Abu Klea wells

17 Stewart’s force defeats Arabs at Abu Klea

18 Column begins march to Metammeh

19 General Stewart mortally wounded, Sir Charles

Wilson takes command; Column sights Nile. Here

at Abu Kru (Gubat), Stewart wounded

20 Force concentrates at Gubat

21 Wilson makes abortive attack

contact made with four river steamers sent down by

Gordon

24 River Column leaves Hamdah; Wilson takes

party from Desert Column up Nile in steamers

Bordein and Talahawiyeh

25-6 Mahdi’s forces attack Khartoum, city falls and

Gordon is killed; Wilson’s force in Bordein

go aground en route to Khartoum

26 Bordein refloated

27 Buller, with Royal Irish Regiment, begins march

to Gubat

28 Wilson’s steamers arrive at junction of Blue and

White Niles; Bordein leads way into Khartoum,

heavily engaged from shore; finding Khartoum in

enemy hands, Wilson orders retreat

29 Steamer Talahawiyeh hits rocks and sinks

31 At cataract near Wadi Habashi Bordein hits rocks
91

on Metammeh;




CHRONOLOGY

and is abandoned; force camps on nearby island;
small boat rows forty miles for assistance

1 February Boat reaches Gubat. Lord Charles
Beresford sets out in steamer Safieh to find Wilson
3 Safieh damaged by fire from shore; after repair
carries on to reach Wilson

4 Beresford finds Wilson and returns to Korti with
him and his party; Desert Column concentrates at
Berti

5 Force ordered to halt on hearing of fall of
Khartoum; London hears of fall of Khartoum and
death of Gordon

6 Steamer Safich reaches Desert Column camp

8 Earle ordered by Wolseley to push on to Abu
Hamed. Farle decides to abandon boats and march
across desert

9 On being told that a force is to be detailed for an
advance to Suakim, Wolseley asks for an Indian
Brigade and a cavalry force

10 Buller and Royal Irish Regiment arrive at Gubat
from Korti; Nile Column wins Battle of Kirbekan;
Larle is killed, General Brackenbury takes
command

17 General Stewart dies of wounds received on 19
January; River Column’s march resumed, they
reach Es Salamat

19 Queen Victoria inspects Grenadier Guards at
Windsor before their departure for the Sudan

20 Brackenbury’s force reaches El Hebba

23 Buller evacuates Abu Klea

24 Brackenbury within 26 miles of Abu Hamed
26 Buller’s column reaches Gakdul

4 March Brackenbury’s forces arrive at Hamdah
5 They reach Merowe and Brackenbury holds final
review of River Column

7 He leaves with main body for Korti

8 Desert Column sets out for Korti

12 General Graham arrives in Suakim

16 Construction of Suakim-Berber railway line
begun; Desert Column reaches Korti

20 Graham’s force begins advance from Suakim to
Hashin

21 Graham victorious at Battle of Hashin

22 Graham’s force surprised at Tofrik; wins hard-
fought battle; troops leave Korti for Cairo

29 Australian Contingent arrives at Suakim

1 April Graham’s force advances to Tamai — no

enemy there
4 Graham’s force returns m S\uklm
2 May Wolseley arrives
17 General Graham and his Staff embark from
Suakim

19 Wolseley and Staff embark from Suakim;
Australians embark for home

2 June Australian Contingent arrives Sydney

8 Wolseley and General Graham back in London
29 Death of Mahdi

6 July British forces r

emble in Egypt
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WARGAMING THE
SUDAN CAMPAIGNS

“The sand of the desert is sodden red,

Red with the wreck of a square that broke;
The Gatling’s jammed and the Colonel dead,
And the Regiment blind with dust and smoke.”

These lines from Sir Henry Newbolt’s Vitai
Lampada , written at the end of the 19th century,
refer to that most evocative of all colonial wars —
the Sudan Expedition to get Gordon out of
Khartoum and the Battle of Abu Klea, fought on 17
January 1885. The Colonel was “True Blue’ Fred
Burnaby of The Blues, in the desert on ‘sick-leave’,
who liked fighting outside the square with a double-
barrelled 12-bore shotgun loaded with pig-shot; and
it was a Gardner gun that jammed, not a Gatling.
Four lines that stir the imagination and tingle the
spine as they suggest what it was like to be a British
soldier in a small, inadequately equipped
expedition, taking on vastly superior numbers of
Dervishes, fanatical fighters in their own peculiarly
alien terrain, with annihilation the only alternative
to victory.

To any British wargamer worthy of his salt, it
cries out to be reproduced on a wargames table,
with scaled-down armies of model soldier accurately
painted to represent the British soldier of the
Victorian era, and colourful semi-naked opponents
of the Hadendowa, Beja, Bisharin or a host of other
tribes of that hot and barren African country.
Providing scope for dashing, perhaps even
outrageous rules, it is the territory of the outrageous
wargamer, the ‘chancer’ or gambler, the player
whose nature or temperament possibly make him
out-of-place among more orthodox modes of
warfare. Such a wargamer will be in his element as
he controls large numbers of mobile native warriors,
flitting hither and thither about the table.

Such a player will disdain the complaint of
inequality that tends to discourage less dashing
wargamer from handling native armies; he delights
94

in skilfully employing every inch of movement
bestowed upon them by the rules, always bearing in
mind how the Mahdists wiped out the forces of
Billy Hicks and Baker Pasha, and nursing as his
touchstone the Zulu victory at Isandhlwana in 1879
— believing all these things to be well within his
reach on the wargames table. Or he might fancy
himself as the heroic leader of a far smaller force,
effectively

massing his extra firepower while
demonstrating the coolness, courage and control of
a Roberts or a Wolseley; maybe he will take on the
mantle of General Charles Gordon in a simulated
siege of Khartoum, employing ingenious ideas and
devices resembling those of Baden-Powell at
Mafeking that will bring despair to the rule-
compilers — and his opponents.

The principal feature of wargaming colonial wars
is the necessity of ensuring through the rules and
careful balancing of numbers that the British force
is in with a chance against perhaps six or seven
times its own strength — and it must be done in a
spirit of historical accuracy and authenticity. The
superior military technology that ensured victory
on the historical day must be reproduced in
miniature by the weapons placed in the hands of our
combatants, and the potentialities bestowed upon
them by the rules in use. This mean that the
compilers of those rules, and ideally those using
them, have studied the period until they possess a
deep working knowledge of it in all its military
aspects.

Perhaps the best means of grafting upon smaller,
disciplined forces the ability to withstand the
onslaught of far greater numbers is to employ the
morale factor —that nebulous quality which in real
life determines whether a man or a regiment stands
firm when others are breaking. Unlike humans, our
little model armies do not possess this faculty; it has
to be given them via the rules controlling the game,
and in colonial warfare the higher morale of the




soldier that has been drilled into him by discipline
and boring routines is bestowed upon the regiments
and the army to a higher tangible degree than it is to
the tribesmen. For them, a morale-ruling that can
fluctuate and allow them to display incredible and
fanatical bravery tinged with the possibility that —
suddenly — they might break and run. Allied to
this is the ruling governing ‘uncontrolled charges’,
simulating their innate impetuosity that might cause
them to hurl themselves into a courageous but
reckless attack at a tactically unsound moment. Also
part of the ‘morale’ aspects of colonial warfare is the
undoubted and oft-occurring occasion when the
morale of a native group or force plummets at the
death of a chieftain or leader

Acknowledging that the outstanding feature of
colonial warfare and wargaming lies in the disparity
in numbers, i.c., lack of numerical balance, this has
to be simulated on the miniature battlefield in such a
way as to ensure that both sides have a reasonable
chance of winning, and that such near-Ansar
Tamai or Tofrik can be transformed
into the victory they so nearly achieved. This i
done by allowing the smaller, disciplined forc
advantageous rules to simulate their superior tactical
formations and enhanced firepower; while the
natural mobility of the natives is simulated by longer
move-distances than the British, and their natural
fanaticism and ferocity at close-quarters fighting is
represented by giving them superior values in hand-
to-hand fighting (mélées), but only after they have
surmounted the volume of fire they must take as
they attempt to make contact with the formed ranks
of the disciplined ranks of the soldiers. And do not
forget to grant facilities to native foes that allow
them the boon of surprise and ambush, perhaps by
allowing their initial positions on the table to be
indicated on sketch-maps of the terrain, rather than
them being forced to set themselves out in full view
of the enemy; the rules stating that they must reveal
themselves when opposing forces come within an
agreed distance — perhaps the natives’ move-
distance.

successes

In most cases natives hated cavalry, particularly
lancers, and many sets of rules for colonial
wargaming make it difficult for them to stand firm
when attacked by a mounted unit and, when they
break and are pursued, they are given a much

WARGAMING THE SUDAN CAMPAIGNS

reduced defensive capability. As can be deduced
from accounts of such battles as El Teb, Sudanese
warriors more than held their own against cavalry, it
being said that mounted men usually came off worse
when charging into masses of them. So,
making rules to re-fight the battles described in this
book, give the Dervish parity with the lancer.

The almost contemptuous bravery shown by
native enemies in the Sudan could give the
impression that they might take artillery fire in their
stride. However, the belching guns and their
explosive and deadly missiles must have been so
alien to them as to be heartily disliked, as artillery
was to all relatively unsophisticated foes. Rules
should reflect this by making them break more
casily when under artillery fire, to back-off out of
range or seek cover. The same thing must apply to
the chattering, if oft-jamming Gatling and Gardner
guns, whose effect can equate with the musketry of
an infantry battalion per gun; a touch of realism that
brings amusement (and frustration) to a colonial
wargame is to rule that each machine-gun should
throw a dice and be made to jam if not reaching a
stipulated score.

The most suitable scale of figure to use in
Sudanese games is the 15mm range, because if
military scaling is to be accurate, there has to be a
very large number of natives on the table and,
should the scaled figures be larger, they will be
grouped together in an unreal manner, making a far
better target than presented in real life. Wide-
ranging varieties of figures of this campaign are
available from a number of manufacturers, both in
Britain and the USA, and the ubiquitous British
infantryman, painted perhaps in a slightly different
uniform, can be taken from ranges covering the
Zulu War; Afghanistan; India and the Transvaal
War of 1881.

It is not unfair to say that the period under
discussion in this book is probably as good as any
colonial era, with a colourful and courageous foe
against whom the British had only a slight
superiority in types of weapons, assuming that the
enterprising wargamer allows his Ansar army to
employ modern weapons captured from defeated
Egyptian troops, manned by their normal trained
crews, captured and impressed into service. Battles
can be reasonably large, but might be slow-moving

95

o, when




WARGAMING THE SUDAN CAMPAIGNS

unless the British are given an objective, with a
time-limit, to avoid them forming square and sitting
tight awaiting attack; an ideal objective can be the
need for the British to reach the Nile, or capture
wells, so as to survive; lack of water would affect
their performance.

Living as we do in an age \\hm the use of such
words as ‘uncivilized’, ‘barbarians’ or

‘savag
causes ethnic groups to accuse authors of being
y , it is not beyond the bounds of possibility
that accusing fingers might be pointed at tabletop
representations of those numerous historical
occasions when natives defending their homelands
were massacred in large numbers as they learned

racis
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the painful lesson that sheer courage
prevail in the face of superior military technolog
Perhaps there is some mitigation in the knowledge
shared by most wargamers and military historians
that, despite suffering at least 100 casualties to every
ten sustained by their European enemy, these ill-
armed natives invariably revealed incredible courage
and dignity, defeated solely through being overtaken
by the March of Civilized Progress. Wargames rules
thoughtfully reflect their courage and, as there is
enjoyment in playing a game where the same s
invariably wins, the best man always triumphs in
these tabletop affairs — and it is the native more
often than not.




KHARTOUM 1885
The fall of Khartoum and the death of General Gordon at the
hand of the Mahdi’s army constituted one of the most colourful
and controversial episodes of Britain’s military history - a
seemingly unfeeling Imperial government had ‘let down’ one of
the nation’s heroes. Here, Donald Featherstone, well known for
his many books on military subjects and wargaming in
particular, focuses especially on the battles fought
by the relief columns.

THE OSPREY CAMPAIGN SERIES
presents concise, authoritative accounts of the great conflicts
of history. Each volume begins with an assessment of each
commander’s campaign strategy, then recounts the progress of
the fighting, blow-by-blow. More than 90 illustrations, including
maps, charts and colour plates accompany the text, and a series
of three-dimensional battle maps mark the critical stages of
the paign. Each volume ludes with a brief guide to the
battlefield today, and detailed notes for wargamers.

THE GENERAL EDITOR, David Chandler,
is a former head of the Department of War
Studies at Sandhurst, Britain’s Royal Military
Academy, and a military historian of
international renown. For the Osprey
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expert writers from both sides of the Atlantic.
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