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LEFT Maj. Gen. James
Abercromby, c. 1757-58,
commander-in-chief in North
America and the officer
commanding the British forces at
Ticonderoga. He is shown
wearing his general’s uniform of
scarlet, faced blue with gold
buttons and lace. (Private
American Collection)

BELOW View towards the south
and Ticonderoga as seen from
Crown Point. The Adirondack
Mountains are at right. This
scenery has remained much the
same since the days of
Champlain and Montcalm.
(Photo: RC)

ORIGINS OF THE
CAMPAIGN

TICONDEROGA: SETTING AND HISTORY

arillon” — that is the name by which Montcalm’s greatest victory

is known in the francophone world. To Americans and Britons,

it is “Ticonderoga”. Both words, Carillon and Ticonderoga,

conjure up epic deeds and acts of heroism performed by many

thousands of men during an incredible day-long battle in the primeval
North American wilderness.

Ticonderoga is the Indian name of the area which was controlled by

the Mohawk Indians, one of the nations of the powerful Iroquois

confederation. Its French name of Carillon is said to have been given













































































































































































































officer of Royal-Roussillon at his
left. A drummer would have been
nearby and possibly a Canadian
militiaman for communication
with the colonial troops and
militias posted on the northern
flank. The French soldiers at the
log wall probably took their
waistcoats off but kept wearing
their grey-white coat to avoid
confusion as had been done
during the Fort William-Henry
campaign the previous‘sun]meg.
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from behind a log, so as not miss him, in spite of the hail of bullets ...” The
British and American casualties were already high, but the French too
were being shot at. Between the attacking columns were rangers and light
infantrymen taking cover and firing at the loopholes and heads or hats
showing over the entrenchment walls. As some of the skirmishers were
armed with rifles, their marksmanship must have been especially effective
and resulted in many head wounds which were often fatal. Another cause
of casualties, which appears to have affected the grenadiers and piquets in
particular, were the masses of British bullets which arced over the men in
the entrenchment, but hit those further back in reserve.

The New England provincial troops were called upon from about
2 pm to reinforce the British regulars. The rearguard of Connecticut,
Rhode Island and New Jersey troops was marched up to join the
Massachusetts regiments and support the regulars’ renewed attacks.
They seem to have formed themselves between the regular brigades, but
however they formed, they went in and also suffered severe casualties.
Such troops could not be expected to have the same determination as
the British regulars but it was hoped they might run up to and climb
the entrenchments. They had no more success than the regulars, but
certainly did not lack courage either. One William Smith, a private in
Babcock’s Rhode Island Regiment, became something of a local hero
when the American press later published his feats. He actually managed
to get to the bottom of the entrenchment wall and shoot several French
soldiers before one above realized he was there. The French soldier fired
down on Smith, wounding him but the aggressive Rhode Islander
mustered enough strength to strike him with his tomahawk, escape and
live to tell the tale.

From about 2.30 pm, the British attacks decreased as Gen.
Abercromby called back his mauled regiments to regroup and
recuperate. Once again, his instructions were badly relayed or ignored.
Grant’s brigade, consisting of the 42nd and 46th, continued to stage new
attacks, for example. It seems that others joined them too and the
shooting kept on, punctuated by various surges into the afternoon. As a
result, Col. Bourlamarque commanding the French right was wounded

The field north of the fort is still
clear of trees. On 8 July 1758,
gunners in the fort fired a few
shots at Canadian militiamen
fleeing across the field; this
convinced them to get back to
their lines. (Photo: RC)



at about 4 pm Lieutenant-colonels Sénézergues of La Sarre and Privat
of Languedoc replaced him and continued “giving the best orders”
according to La Pause.

Bougainville noted that the abbatis in front of the entrenchment
caught fire several times during the battle, but were always promptly put
out thanks to “soldiers courageously passing over” the log wall. Men from
Berry’s 3rd Battalion were mostly young recruits, generally considered
less able to stand firm, and had been posted in Fort Carillon. However,
some were detached to the entrenchments at the heights and proved
very useful carrying ammunition and water to the soldiers at the log walls
during the many hours of fighting.

THE BLACK WATCH’S DESPERATE
ATTACK

Legend has it that three years before the battle, in the Western Highlands
of Scotland, a man asked Maj. Duncan Campbell of Inverawe, 42nd Foot,
for shelter, admitting that he had killed a man in a fray. Campbell took him
to a nearby cave and swore on his dirk not to expose him. Campbell went
home to find that his foster brother had been killed. Bound by his oath,
Campbell said nothing. That night, the blood-smeared ghost of his foster
brother appeared at his bedside and uttered: “Inverawe! Inverawe! Blood
has been shed. Shield not the murderer!” When Campbell went to the cave,
the stranger was gone. The next night, the vision appeared again, ghastly
pale, and said: “Farewell, Inverawe! Farewell, till we meet at Ticonderoga!”

Charge of the 42nd Highlanders and vanished. Years passed, and Campbell’s regiment went to America. The
at Ticonderoga according to a strange name uttered by the ghost was recognized with horror by Campbell
British print of 1884. when the 42nd was ordered to be part of the army attacking Ticonderoga.
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BATTLE OF TICONDEROGA,
8 JULY 1758
1300-1900 HRS

Phase 5 - From 1400 hrs:
New England provincial
troops in reserve are
sent to join the attacking
columns.

TICONDEROGA HEIGHT

Phase 4 - About 1400 hrs-1430 hrs:
British barges with cannons come
down La Chute River but they
mistakenly take the north channel and
come into view of Fort Carillon. The

C i Bombardiers s in
the fort open up the barges, sink a
few and the rest turn back.

ANGLO-AMERICAN UNITS FRENCH UNITS
1 Columns attacking the French left (initially A La Sarre (Bourlamarque's La Sarre Brigade)
42nd and 44th, later mixed) B Languedoc (Bourlamarque's La Sarre Brigade)
2 Columns attacking the French centre (initially C 2/Berry (Montcalm’s Royal-Roussillon Brigade)
46th and 55th, later mixed) D Royal-Roussillon (Montcalm's Royal-Roussillon
3 Column attacking south of the French left Brigade)
(42nd and 44th) E La Reine (Lévis' La Reine Brigade) MONTCALM
4 Columns attacking the French right (initially F Béarn (Lévis’ La Reine Brigade)
60th, grenadiers and New York regiment; later G Guyenne (Lévis’ La Reine Brigade)
assaults included the most determined attack H Compagnies franches de la Marine and Canadian Phase 3 - About 1400 hrs:
of the 42nd with 46th and grenadiers at about Militia A British column (42nd and 44th)
1700 hrs) | Duprat's and Bernard's volunteer companies tries to outflank the French
5 Rangers, Armed Battoemen and 80th Light J 3/Berry left; they run into Duprat’s
Infantry (skirmishers in the abbatis) K Canonniers-Bombardiers attending batteries in and Bernard's volunteers
6 Connecticut and Rhode Island provincial regiments Fort Carillon and the Royal-Roussilion
(join in the attacking columns from 1400 hrs) detachments. La Sarre and
7 British barges laden with artillery Y in the entrenchment
8 Mohawk Indians take the British in cross-fire and
the British column retreats.




ABERCROMBY

Phase 6 - Mid to late afternoon:
British assaults continue,
especially against the French
left and centre. French Brigadier
Bourlamarque is badly wounded
at about 1600 hrs and replaced
by battalion commanders;
French position holds steady.

Phase 1 = 1330-1900 hrs: This is the continuous
phase of this battle from early afternoon to early
evening. All the Anglo-American assaults, no
matter how gallant, are repulsed by the
defenders.

LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Phase 8 -~ About 1700-1830 hrs:

The 42nd Highlanders make a strong
assault on the French right, a few even get
into the French position but the attack fails
as does another on the centre. By 1900 hrs,
the Anglo-American army withdraws from
the Ticonderoga heights covered by

its light infantrymen.

Phase 7 - Late afternoon:
French colonial troops go into
the woods and skirmish

the British column

attacking the French right.

Phase 2 - About 1345 hrs: Some
Canadian militiamen panic and start
to run away. Canonniers-Bombardiers,
colonial artillerymen, spot this and fire
at the militiamen; startled, they

go back to their positions.
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The night before the battle, a gloomy Campbell said he was sure to die and
in the final hours of the battle, his foreboding was proved to be correct.

Sometime before 5 pm, a massive and desperate attack was staged
by two columns united into one which included the 42nd and the
grenadiers. The 42nd was the most numerous regiment in Abercromby’s
army and the utter bravery and tenacity of the Highlanders in an attack
was renowned. They attacked the French right defended by La Reine,
Béarn and Guyenne who, sensing this was the critical point of the battle,
gave it all they could. The Highlanders in particular seemed almost
unstoppable, in spite of grievous losses. “Even those that were mortally
wounded, cried aloud to their companions, not to mind or lose a
thought for them, but to follow their officers, and charge the enemy, and
to mind the honor of their king and country. Nay, their ardor was so very
extraordinary, that they could not be brought off while they had a single
shot remaining,” wrote Lt. William Grant. Montcalm noted especially the
column “of grenadiers and Scottish Highlanders, which always charged
again, without breaking or hesitation, and several were killed within
fifteen paces” of the French entrenchments.

A few Highlanders actually managed, with some luck and a great deal
of sheer heroism, to get beyond the sharp branches of the abbatis to the
foot of the entrenchment wall. Led by Capt. John Campbell, they
climbed it and leapt among the French soldiers, no doubt slashing right
and left with their long Highland broadswords. According to La Pause,
there had also been a vigorous assault on the center defended by
Royal-Roussillon and Berry, and the Highlanders attacking the French
right then moved to the center “so that the danger became very great in
this part.” It would seem that this is about when and where some of the
Highlanders came over the entrenchments. However, the “Chevalier de
Lévis went there with some troops from the [French] right which the
enemy was only shooting at; the Marquis de Montcalm ran there also
with a few reserve troops and the enemy” did not stand a chance. The
Highlanders were immediately bayoneted, probably by the grenadiers in
reserve who were waiting for just such an occasion. The British, La Pause
went on, were now “meeting resistance which at last slowed their ardor.”

Fort Frontenac during its short
siege on 25-28 August 1758
after a primitive sketch in
Courville’s memoirs. The site

of the New Englanders’

battery is shown on the

upper left. Following the

defeat at Ticonderoga, Lt. Col.
Bradstreet led a force of some
3,400 American provincials with
150 British regulars detached
from Abercromby’s army

in a daring raid against

Fort Frontenac first built in
1673 on the north shore of
Lake Ontario. The French, who
had a garrison of only about

30 regulars of the colonial troops
and 80 militiamen, surrendered
and the fort was razed. It was
the only success in an otherwise
totally dismal campaign for the
British and American forces.



Montcalm cheered by his troops
following the final repulse of the
British assaults on 8 July 1758.
Many of the uniform details

are erroneous in this
early-20th-century painting by
Henry Ogden, but it captures
marvelously well the elation in

the French camp after the battle.

(Fort Ticonderoga Museum)

SKIRMISHERS AND FINAL ATTACKS

Another factor which must have affected the Anglo-Americans was that they
were being skirmished by parties of colonial troops from the French right.
The colonial infantrymen and Canadian miliiamen posted just beyond the
abbatis had not been attacked and Lévis, commanding the French right
sector, had earlier ordered them to go ahead from their position to the
woods and skirmish the British. This was not immediately obeyed according
to Lévis, the militiamen being especially hesitant, but eventually parties
were in the woods peppering the British. The column of the 42nd and
46th reacted unflinchingly; some men detached from it and opened fire on
the skirmishers who retreated, but kept harassing from a distance. In the
late afternoon, 255 colonial troops arrived from Saint-Frédéric and “a great
part of them went to the battlefield,” said Montcalm.

At about 6 pm the British columns tried again to storm the French
right, then the center and finally the left, without any further success.
Indeed the attacks were slackening as the Anglo-Americans finally
realized they could not overcome Montcalm’s position. Around 7 pm
they retreated from the battlefield, covered by the light troops.

According to Lt. Grant of the 42nd, his regiment had “paid dearly for
their intrepidity” as nearly half its officers and men were killed or
wounded. However, the “remains of the regiment had the honor to cover
the retreat of the army, and brought off the wounded.” This was not the
case in every sector, for La Pause remarked that the dead and some of
the wounded were left behind. Bougainville observed as much, stating
that at “seven o’clock the enemy thought only of retreat, covered by the
fire of their light troops.” Malartic noted that the order to cease fire was
given about then, when it was realized the Anglo-American skirmishers
were only firing isolated shots as they were retreating.
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Of the many courageous charges
made by British and New England
troops against the French
entrenchments, in the afternoon of

8 July 1758, the most determined and
ferocious were made by the brave
Highlanders of the 42nd Regiment
(The Black Watch). Time and again,
they persisted in their attacks, hoping
to find a weak spot in the French log
wall. Some were seen in a rage
hacking away at the abbatis before

them; the wounded encouraged their
comrades to attack rather than help
them; some few even managed to
climb up the log wall and jump into
the French position wielding their
broadswords, meeting their end
bayoneted by French soldiers. The
casualties resulting from such
outstanding conduct under fire were
terrible: some 647 were reported
killed, wounded or lost, well over half
of the regiment.







84

AFTERMATH

ABERCROMBY WITHDRAWS

% o ended the bloody battle of Ticonderoga. Had there been many
Indians with Montcalm, the British and New Englanders’ retreat
might have been more complicated. As things stood, all French
accounts agree that their officers and men were exhausted and a pursuit
was out of the question. Indeed, Montcalm and Lévis were very aware
that Abercromby might try again at dawn on 9 July. The whole French
army stayed at the entrenchments, the soldiers cleaned their muskets
and slept there, the night being warm and clear, punctuated by the
moaning of the badly wounded scattered all over the abbatis.

Sir Jeffery Amherst, General in
Chief of the British forces in
North America in 1759, led the
army which finally forced the
French to withdraw from
Ticonderoga that year.

(Print after Sir Joshua Reynolds)



Lake Champlain from Fort
Ticonderoga as seen by Henry
James Warre, a British tourist
who visited the site in 1842. A
few overgrown stones can be
seen in the foreground. Warre,
from the famous Port House
family, was the son of William
Warre who had been Marshal
Beresford’s ADC during the
Peninsular War. (National
Archives of Canada, C31270)
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In the French camp 9 July began in much the same way as the
previous day, the drummers beating “La Généralle” at the crack of dawn,
the piquets out in front of the abbatis. The first concern was to refurbish

the entrenchments and finish off the lines and the batteries. A party of

volunteers went out towards the Anglo-American army’s position and
found the temporary entrenchments they had made about half-way
between the heights and the bridge at the saw mills abandoned and
Abercromby’s army gone. Word was brought back to the French lines
upon which soldiers went into the abbatis to carry out the remaining
wounded British soldiers. As there were no Indians with the French army
to provide further intelligence on the Anglo-Americans, it was decided
to spend the day repairing and finishing the various field works. The
French believed that Abercromby had suffered about 4,000 casualties,
but with 16,000-21,000 men remaining, he might try again, this time
with artillery. By evening, most of the works had progressed considerably
with trenches now crossing the length of the peninsula.

On 10 July there was still no sign of Anglo-American movement.
Montcalm therefore assigned the companies of grenadiers, the
volunteers of Duprat and Bernard, and 100 Canadian militiamen to go
out under Gen. Lévis to find Abercromby’s force. On the way to the saw
mills, Lévis found some more wounded, who were brought back to the
French lines. Once there, he split his force “going by different ways”: one
party edged the La Chute River and the other followed the Portage




Road, until they all reached the northern end of Lake George. There he
found “the remains of an hurried retreat,” and recovered all that could
be useful, including scores of “flour barrels which had been thrown in
the water”. Detachments were sent as far as about 12 km south, who
confirmed the Anglo-American army was gone.

CONFLICTING CASUALTY COUNTS

On 11 July the dead were buried. This included “about 800" British or New

England soldiers found dead by Montcalm’s men or who had died of

wounds in the French hospitals. As this figure is in Lévis’ journal, a man
not prone to much exaggeration, the figure is worth retaining. Writing
to William Pitt the next day, Abercromby computed “464 regulars killed,
69 missing, 1,117 wounded and 87 provincials killed, eight missing and
239 wounded” including officers. This makes 628 killed or missing, which

was bad enough but he could not have had information as to the fate of

many others including those who died later in the French camp. It is thus
obvious that Abercromby must have considerably minimized the actual
figure. If the French buried some 800 men, these were only the bodies they
found and did not include all the dead and mortally wounded that were
brought back to the British lines during the battle. The number of officers
killed must have been the figure of 34 as given by Abercromby, but the
number of enlisted men killed, regulars or provincials, would have been

The remains of Fort Crown Point.
Gen. Amherst ordered this
substantial fort built in 1759 as
protection against a possible
French counterattack. A few
years later, Lord Adam Gordon
noted that it was “built in a most
masterly manner. It has five
bastions, mounts 105 guns, and
has casemates for 4000 men.”
The stone walls of the quarters
(left) and the main men’s
barracks (right) are preserved.
(Photo: RC)
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much higher; perhaps as many as 1,000 or more actually perished. The
reported wounded were probably much the same, if perhaps marginally
more. A reasonable estimate might be about 1,000 killed and missing, and
1,500 wounded for a total of 2,500 casualties for the battle of 8 July. When
added to the casualties incurred on 6 July, consisting of about 100 killed and
wounded including two officers, the figure would be about 2,600 for the
campaign.

The French casualties were naturally considerably less, but
nevertheless quite high for an army which could ill afford any losses. For
Montcalm’s army the action on 6 July was painful, resulting in the loss of
Trépezec and five other officers, as well as some 300 men killed,
wounded or made prisoners. On 9 July, Lévis reported that the loss on
8 July had been 14 officers and 92 men Kkilled, 18 officers and 248 men
wounded for a total of 372 casualties. These figures were revised
slightly later, and the official account published in France in December
mentioned 12 officers and 92 men killed, 25 officers and 248 men
wounded for a total of 377 casualties. When added to the casualties of
6 July, the total comes to some 527 for the campaign although one can
estimate it was more like 554.

Montcalm’s casualty rate was some 13 percent of his army.
Abercromby’s, official figure was only 11.5 percent, but in reality was
more like 15 percent or so. Another way to calculate percentage is
according to the number of men actually engaged in the battle which
might have been about 3,700 for Montcalm and perhaps 10,000 or 12,000
for Abercromby. But all these calculations seem, in the end, somewhat
futile when one reflects on the grief brought to thousands of wives,
daughters, sons, parents, and friends of so many fine and brave men.

RECRIMINATION AND COVER-UPS

The battle of 8 July was a tremendous pounding match by all-out frontal
assaults. All had failed. It was singular in that there was no serious British
attempt to outflank or even to create a diversion. The artillery, which had
been so painstakingly brought this far into the wilderness, was not deployed
at all except for one timid and failed attempt. Strong counter lines of
entrenchments could have been built by the British to secure their position
and seal in the French on the peninsula. None of this was done. The
considerable four-to-one advantages of numbers enjoyed by Abercromby
was all gambled on the assaults in a matter of hours.

The French defense, if most gallant, could hardly be called
innovative. Here too, there had been no real thought to create a
diversion other than Levis’ attempt to send out colonial troops and
Canadians to skirmish the flanks of British columns. It might be argued
that Montcalm could have planned to fully use his colonial troops to
harass the flanks and rear of the enemy force. However, Montcalm was
never too keen on the Canadian tactics of woodland warfare and besides,
he knew the British had a large and competent force of light infantry to
oppose such a move. Leaving daring moves aside, he thought it better to
keep those colonial troops to cover his own flank which turned out to be
a fairly static role.

The subsequent letters show that Abercromby decided to shoulder
the blame, while claiming he had been badly advised by his young chief



Fort Crown Point’s earthen and
timber walls and bastions, built
from 1759, remain in surprisingly
good shape and are now a
protected New York State
historic site. The south wall and
the magazine bastion below the
men’s barracks can be seen.
(Photo: RC)

engineer, Lt. Clerk, who was conveniently killed in the field on 8 July.
This was also a worthy covering operation, for it whitewashed Bradstreet
who came up with similar erroneous information, protected Rogers, who
did not provide the skirmisher screen he was supposed to, and absolved
Haviland, who independently decided to engage his column. Brigade

commander Grant was not above reproach either, as he stubbornly
maintained his Highlanders’ attacks after Abercromby had asked for
withdrawal to regroup. And most of all, Gage, the absent and unseen
second-in-command who appears to have contributed very little. The
subterfuge worked, as most of the officers went on to promotions and
distinguished careers, particularly Gage.

Montcalm’s day of glory was widely publicized in France and his flush
reports of his victory gave no credit to the colonial troops. Indeed, he
minimized their numbers and role. As a result, Governor-General

/audreuil wrote in August to the minister of the navy that the colonial
troops had “nearly blown up and if the worse [a mutiny] did not happen,
it was due to their spirit of moderation. And their mortification was great
when they saw that M. de Montcalm, instead of reporting their services,
attributed them to the metropolitan troops.” It seems a pity that
Montcalm did not use the opportunity to try to bind together the two
rival camps in his army as a result of this remarkable victory; but true to
his volatile character, he did exactly the contrary. Only after his death at
Quebec, in September 1759 (see the book by the same author, Order Of
Baittle 3: Quebec 1759, Osprey, 1999), when Lévis assumed command was
an attempt made to unify the army.
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THE BATTLEFIELD
TODAY

n 1759 Gen. Amherst marched on Ticonderoga with another large

army and Bourlamarque, who commanded the small French force,

evacuated the area, blowing up both Fort Carillon and Fort Saint-
Frédéric. The British repaired Fort Carillon, renaming it Fort
Ticonderoga, and built a large new fort at Crown Point. Ticonderoga was
captured by the American revolutionaries in 1775 and reoccupied by the
British in 1777. Thereafter, the fort was abandoned and the battle site,
once a clear field, gradually became overgrown.

Today, the low mounds which form the remains of the line of
entrenchments on the heights of Ticonderoga, are in the middle of a
forest of tall trees. Here and there, are a few monuments including a tall
cross, a reproduction of one erected by Montcalm to commemorate the
victory, and a fine stone memorial to the Black Watch in remembrance
of its heroism.

Thanks to the efforts of Stephen Pell and the continuing support of
his descendants and of many friends, the whole area is now a fine park
with the restored Fort Ticonderoga as its centerpiece. No matter where
one stands on its walls and bastions, the view is majestic.

The September 1908 clambake
at Ticonderoga hosted by the
Ticonderoga Historical Society. It
was at this event that the
decision was taken to restore
the fort and preserve the
adjacent grounds.

(Fort Ti deroga Mu )
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Stephen H. P. Pell (1874-1950)
was the driving force behind the
restoration of Fort Ticonderoga
and the preservation of its
battlefield. He started in the fall
of 1908 with the help of Alfred
Bossom, a young British
architect, later to become

Lord Bossom of Maidstone.

Pell, a naval veteran of the
Spanish-American war, served
with the ambulances in the
French and later the American
army during World War |. He lived
to see his decades of careful and
determined work become one
of America’s best-known and
best-loved national monuments.
He is shown in a French army
chasseur uniform.

(Fort Ticonderoga Museum)

That single battle, be it Carillon or Ticonderoga, still has a romantic
aura today, as indeed it has since the 19th century. The superb scenic
beauty of the area — forest-covered mountains and lovely lakes — would
dwarf large armies even now as it certainly did in the 18th century.
For the British, the Scots and the Americans, it was testimony to an
outstanding display of desperate bravery and stubborn heroism in the
face of enormous obstacles against a worthy enemy. For the French and
the French Canadians, it became a vindication of battlefield prowess
through a stunning victory over overwhelming odds of four to one, a
triumphant day with flag waving, before the defeats and capitulations at
Quebec and Montreal the following years. Thus, to this day, many towns
in Quebec have their “Carillon” and “Montcalm” streets in memory of a
ray of hope and a dash of glory from desperate times long past.
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CHRONOLOGY

1609

1731

1755

1756

1757

1758

1759

1760

1763

1775

1777

1783

30 July French explorer Samuel de Champlain arrives in the Ticonderoga area, and scatters
Iroquois warriors in battle.

French fort at Crown Point started, eventually named Fort Saint-Frédéric.

8 July Gen. Braddock'’s British army defeated at the Monongahela by French and Indians.

8 September French army under Gen. Dieskau repulsed by an army of New Englanders under
Sir William Johnson at the southern end of Lake George.

20 September Fort Carillon ordered built at Ticonderoga by Governor-General Vaudreuil of
New France. Work starts in mid-October under the direction of engineer de Lobtiniere.

13 May The Marquis de Montcalm lands in Quebec to assume command of the French army
in Canada.

10-14 August Siege and capture of Fort Oswego by Montcalm.

3-6 August Siege and capture of Fort William-Henry by Montcalm.

30 December British Prime Minister William Pitt names Gen. Abercromby as commander-in-
chief, and instructs him to attack Ticonderoga. News received at Albany on 7 March 1758.
Late June Abercromby’s army gathers at southern end of Lake George; Montcalm’s army at
Ticonderoga.

30 June Montcalm arrives at Ticonderoga.

5 July Abercromby’s army embarks to cross Lake George.

6 July Abercromby’s army lands at northern end of Lake George, runs into lost French column
at Bernetz Brook, Lord Howe killed in engagement.

7 July Abercromby’s army nears Ticonderoga via the Portage Road. Montcalm’s army builds
entrenchments and abbatis on Ticonderoga heights.

8 July Battle of Ticonderoga.

9 July Abercromby’s army withdraws to southern end of Lake George.

26 July French forces blow up Fort Carillon and withdraw before Gen. Amherst's vastly
superior Anglo-American army.

August 1 French forces blow up Fort Saint-Frédéric at Crown Point and withdraw before
Ambherst's army.

September British make some repairs to Fort Carillon, rename it Fort Ticonderoga and post a
small garrison.

13 September Battle of the Plains of Abraham in Quebec, generals Montcalm and Wolfe killed.
8 September Gen. Lévis surrenders with French army at Montreal to Gen. Amherst's British
and New England army.

Peace between France and Britain ends Seven Years War. Canada ceded to Great Britain.
April Outbreak of American Revolution.

9 May Fort Ticonderoga captured from the British in a daring surprise raid by Ethan Allen and
the Green Mountain Boys.

5 July Fort Ticonderoga abandoned by Americans to British forces under Gen. Burgoyne;
never used again as a garrison.

End of War of American Independence,



FURTHER READING

There is a fair body of various writings in English regarding Ticonderoga.
The history of the fort has been covered in Edward P. Hamilton’s Fort
Ticonderoga: Key to a Continent (Boston, 1964, republished by Fort
Ticonderoga in 1995) which basically takes the interpretation of the battle
as found in Francis Parkman’s classic but dated Montcalm and Wolfe (1884
and countless reprints).

Many useful items on the troops, personalities and forts of the area
are in Alan Gallay, ed., Colonial Wars of North America 1512—-1763: An
Encyclopedia (New York & London, 1996) and the various biographies in
the Dictionary of Canadian Biography (Toronto, Vols. 3 and 4, 1974-1980).
R. Chartrand’s Vols. 1 and 2 of Canadian Military Heritage (Montreal,
1993 and 1995) has various data regarding the French troops not found
elsewhere, as do Louis XV’s Army (2) French Infantry (Osprey MAA 302)
and Louis XV'’s Army (5) Colonial and Naval Troops (MAA 313). American
provincial troops are especially well studied in Fred Anderson’s A People’s
Army: Massachusetts Soldiers and Society in the Seven Years War (Chappel Hill,
North Carolina, 1984), Harold F. Selesky’'s War & Society in Colonial
Connecticut (New Haven, 1990) and Douglas Leach’s Arms for Empire: a
Military History of the British Colonies in North America 1607-1775 (New
York, 1973). There is also a sizable amount written in French, of which
we will only cite here H.R. Casgain’s Montcalm et Lévis (Tours, 1898, and
reprints).

Published primary sources are numerous in English concerning the
British and Americans, thanks in particular to the admirable Bulletin
of the Fort Ticonderoga Museum which has been publishing journals and
contemporary correspondence related to Ticonderoga for the past
half-century. The documents edited by Nicholas Westbrook and Ian
McCulloch in Vol. XVI, No. 1 (1998) are especially recommended.
Curiously, the senior British commanders left no journals. Edmund
O’Callaghan, ed., Documents Relative to the Colonial History of the State
of New York, especially Vol. X (Albany, 1858, the full series recently
republished as CDs) reproduces key British and French documents in
English. Various letters are found isolated in a host of other publications
requiring a full bibliography; for instance, Major Eyre’s letter of 10 July
1758 is in Stanley Pargelli’s Military Affairs in North America 17481765
(New York, 1936). Adventure in the Wilderness: The American Journals
of Louis Antoine de Bougainville, translated and edited by Edward P.
Hamilton (Norman, 1964), Pierre Pouchot, Memoirs of the Late War in
North America, translated by Michael Cardy and edited by Brian Leigh
Dunnigan (Fort Niagara, 1994) and the 1929 Report of the Public Archives
of Canada contain translations of Montcalm’s letters, essential for those
who read solely English. There are also a large number of documents
published only in French, such as the journals of Montcalm, Lévis,
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Malartic, Desandrouin and La Pause, all of whom played important parts
on the Ticonderoga campaign.

Many other documents are unpublished in various archives. In
France, Archives Nationales, Colonies (located in Aix), series CI1A,
Vols 100 to 104 and the Service Historique de I’Armée de Terre, Archives
de la Guerre (located at the Chateau of Vincennes), series Al, Vol. 3457
in particular. Various volumes in Britain’s Public Records Office (Kew)
in WO 1 and WO 34 have British and American correspondence. The
National (formerly Public) Archives of Canada have the papers of
Bourlamarque and Bradstreet, and the Fort Ticonderoga Museum has
more unpublished journals of the campaign.
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