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Introduction 

~
theend of the millennium approaches, morelnd 

more people are sitting up to take notice. Histori
ally, the end or a millennIum has been llime of 

greal social, political. and religious fervor and uphcaYllI. 
times when those who have been waiting (<<-some
Ihing-feellhal thclrpatience il about to payoff. With the 
year 1000 we saw the Crusades, destruction, death, and 
pain, people scallered and runnIng for the safety of ideas 
that offered salvation and redemption. 

The same thing may be happemng oow. Look around 
you-look and see the changes, the many different groups 
with their many conflicting agendas. and look II what 
they offer. Thc year 2000 is on the honlon, and humanity 
is racing to the date with a prayer on its lips and no small 
fcarin its heart. SomelhinS i510ing IOhappcn, but nobody 
is certain whaL 

Thc hue twentieth century has seen more and more 
people 5tn1y (rom "uadilional" religious beliefs to em
brace ideologics thai fifty years ago would have been 
branded as pagan. Witches and devotccs of other super
naturaVnaturaJ glories abound, and the New Age hll5 
brought healing Ihrough Cf)'slals and past.life regression 
through hypnOSIS. Factions of loday', youth embrace a 
nihilism not seen since Ihe Roaring Twenties. a hedonistic 
drive that glorifies the pleasures of the "primitive" over 
the restrictions of modernity. Not 50 long ago, fear of 
nuclear war kept people from guing 100 far into the fu
lUre. afraid of whal they might see. Now we lenow our 
planel is slowly eroding beneath our feet, that our popu
lation is nearinl acritical mass. The future holds less hope 
than fear, and fear has always demanded comfort. With 
the year 2000 as an arbitrary signpost of the future, more 
and more people are seeking 10 ease their fear, going 10 
those who offer answers and hope, oftt;n heedless of the 
price for such artificial succor. 

As always. there are those who seek to exploit this 
time. this vulnerability that we are faced with when we 
look and realiu that in the last 2000 years we have grown, 
perhaps, not at all. We ate still as we were when the Mad 
Arab gazed up into the night sky-pitifully inconsequen
tial and naive, adrift in a vast universe that is possibly 
hostile, but more likely (and more frighteningly) apathetic. 

Call of Clhulh~ is a game of homlr. It is ~ ~orror 
that derives, 111 great pan. from the eolhsl:On of 
reason and imagination, and it thrives III the mid

dle ground where neither school holds sway. 
As such, many of the ideas put fonh In this book are 

plausible while still manaling to be fanlaslic . The horrors 
lurking in our modern world are mosl often of this kind
a synthesis of the mundane and the monstrous. Movies are 
mundane, Movies with graphic violence are mundane. 
Movies with graphic se. are mundane. Snuff films are 
monstrous, but we can easily believe they are OUI there 
because the pretedinl foundation is so reasonably solid. 
After all, there are people in the world who cut up children 
and eat them (witneSS Jeffrey Dahmer). If IMI kind of 
horror exists. what more must be lurking under the sur
f-. wailing 10 rise? 

Whereas the 1920's are • matteT of historical record. 
our modem age, by definition. is not. It is easy 10 believe 
in the absolute depravity of mankind. in while slavers and 
babies wid on the blfoCk market. of snuff films 1II0wn in 
cramped and dirty basemenlS be10w Tunes Square. It is easy 
to foCcept that our work! is controlled by shadowy groups 
lhal move In darkness, plotting and planning. selling drugs 
and weapons .and potilicilUlS. The Conspirxy 1beory is a 
chi ld of our modem e:I"&---but pote:ntiaJity is not proof. and 
the reality of Watergate does not prove CIA involvement 
in the assassination of President Joon F, Kennc<ly. 

This book maintaiM the existence of 110M of these 
thlllgs; it merely pres.enl$ more ideas for horror in our 
modem age. In keeping with the LovecraftilUl thc:sis, the 
idc:a.s prtsI:nted here aUempt 10 be both mundane and 
fantastic II. the 5IITlt limo--the plausibility is key. as any 
Keeper or investigator would agree. 

It is in thedetailsthat the horror ljes, perhaps because 
it is from the believability of Ihe: details that the fantastic 
can rise and stand. 

Here. then. is a book of details, most mundane, some 
fantastic, but all with one purpose-thai of bringing 
Lovecraft"s horror home 10 us here and DOW. 

ltat don't believe everything that yoo IUd. 

- Gregory Rucki 
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New Equipment 
W'herefn are considered modern devfces fashionable or otherwise 

useful today. their relative merits. and how to use them. 

1115 SECI10N, like the foUowlnl weapons .sec
tion, considers equipment legally po5slble for In
veWlllOrJ to own in the UnlIed SIaIeS. POS5eUlon 

IS I matter of Jaw IS well as wealth, II least when consKl
ennl potentilily murderous devices or devices .... hK:h 
tend to put their owners beyond the reach of the law. 

Bulletproof Vests 
Bulletproof armor has been available for centuries. In the 
early Renaissance, suilS of armor were ''proofed'' by fir
inl matchlocks II them at c lose ~ge 

Modem body armor is categorized by threat level. 
T1vcat Levell is intended to protect against low.powered 
handguns. Threat Level 2 defends IIIHlSI hlah·powered 
handguns and submachine luns. 

Level I and 2 bulletproof vestS are available from 
police specillty shops, some gun stores. and similar 
sources. All bulletproof VCSIS are hoc to wear. and restrict 
the user's action 10 a greater or lesser degree. Renecl this 
In pilY by anal percenlile loss from the wearer 's Climb, 
Dodle, Jump, Swim, and Throw skills and all melee 
weapon attacks and parries. 

Level I body armor, made of K.evLar nylon cloth, is 
COO"IpIImively lighL Such I vest can beconcealcd beDClUh a 
Jackel or sport coaL. Any observer sU5pCCting a bulletproof 
vest may anempt I Spot Hidden 10 notice the vest. In racL 
Kevl.- can be tailored into a sponjacket or lUlL Ihouth the 
C06t is considerable: For a suit, figure SS,(xx) for I SUit ccat 
and trousers orsldrt: for I sport COlI only, figure $3.00J. 

A Level 2 vest is more bulky. Normally, sudI vests arc 
worn outside one 's dodllng, though !hey could be concealed 
under I windbreaker or heavy coaL Level 2 protection IS not 

di~y lailorable to become ordinary.seeming garments. 
Protection lent either by Level I or Level 2 body 

armor is not perfect. The bullet's impact Igainst the vest 
passes directly to the tartet's body. This blunt trauma can 
CIUse serious injlll")'. even death, though the bullet itself 
may not penetrate the veSL Some experts claim that this 
type of body armor is vulnerable to blades. If the Keeper 
WIShes. l.cvels I and 2 ean be considered to l,ve no 
proIecuon .. ainst I knife or other bladed weapon for 
which an impahng roll result can be achieved. 

Furthermore, even the best bulletproof vest only COlo'· 

ers the: wearer 's chest and abdomen. Whenever a shot hits 

an Individual .... -eanng such protcction,lIXI theopuonal hit 
locltion rules Ire n<M beml used, roll ld6. A result of 1·3 
indIcates that the bullet s!ruCk lhe tartef, unproccctcd 
head, arms, or lep, .... hile I 4-6 resull Indltl!ts that the 
bullet suuck the ves t, and thai lIS effects are Ippropn
ately reduced. 

HeaVIer body armor, Le\'eJs 3 and 4, II aVlilable, bul 
is neIther flexible nor IighL Reinforced WIth titanium, 
slee\, or ceramic plates, such armor is much too 5uff and 
bulky for mosl active use. It cannot be concealed under 
anythlnglcss than a tam poncho or loosely belted trench
coat. Le\'els 3 and 4 protect against slandard nne bullets 
and LII"ITO-Pltl"tlnl bullets, respectively. Commonly called 
flak Jackets, such armor 15 eommerclally unavailable 

Bulletproof VuLt 
lhrMl SkII Armor 

PI,*"*",, t.et.I ltu Pai"Itr Cost 
Ugttt """ I 5% 6 $200 
Heavy Vest 2 10% 8 S400 
LL Body Alrrr« 3 20% 10 12.000' 
lilly. ~ Armtx.. 3O'JI, 12 14.000' 
.~ ~ MY. Such amIOI'" II tlCImIaIy ~~ ro pti
VIII. dliz_. 

Modern Surveillance 
This seclJon roughly dewJs the mynad devlces that have 
sprunS up and Since been refined since the 1920's (Of the 
sole purpose of gathennglnfonnation lbout an Individual 
without noufyinl your qllllrTy thai you ' re on 10 him II 
would be quite ImposSible 10 lisl all deVIces aVlUlable ror 
electron\!: eavesdroppIng Ind surveillance here, but 
roughly the field breaks down into devices thai detect 
and/or record sound. devias thl! deleet and/or record 
images, and devices that defeat either of the Iforemen
tioned. Much or this equipmenl is combined, allOWing the 
user to observe both action and conversation. 

Investigaton should be cautioned, ho .... ever---u.\·es
droppIng II an Invasion of pnvacy. and wtdely punIShed 
throughout the wotld when not performed with OffICial 
consent. AddlUOfIllly, prolonged surveil1ance of an Indl
v;dual can be deemed swung. another rome. ooly re
cently acqULnnllellslluon In the United SlIIles. In either 
case. possession of such surveillance devices n.turally 
raises police eyebrows, and anyone caughl with such 
equipment beller have an attorney handy, or It least a 
substanllal Fw 1i.lk. 
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EAVESDROPPING 
Parabolic Hcropbonea 
Parabolic microphones have Ion&: bcc:n available from a 
variety of sourccs. Most models are ballery powered. 
cumbefsomc. and nearly nnpossible to cocv;:eal. Smaller 
versions are available, about the siu of. bullhorn. but 
efficiency and range suffer. Effective ranges differ depend
ing on individual devices. btu have been known to C'xceed 
one mile in optimal conditions (no willd. no traffic, no 
noise pollution). In the hams of an C'ltpcn with appropriaIe 
audio I'CICOI'din& cquipmm: and editing facllilles, however, 
specific conversations can be C'lttnlCted I'rom a crowded 
room, or even D football stadium. Parabolic IIUcrophones 
can be acquired for an outlay between SUlCI 10 SI.OOO. -. 
Bugs come In III shapes and sizes. bul wort; on Ihr: same 
principle A II\Icrophonc is concealed in the presence of 
the subject being lislened 10. and using son-.: son of powe.
source, the bug either UlInsmllS the sound via radio waves, 
the lelepOOoe line, or infrared light to a receh'er thaI plays 
the sound and/or records It for later review. Modem tech· 
noIogy haslld\'anced to such a degree thlll il i5 possible to 
roneeaJ • microphone m I sllln button or I ballpoint pen 
or perbaps somethmg even smaller. Such concealed mi
crophones run on balleriC'S and afe normally used as 
"wires" for undC'TWver work, allOWing a back-up leam 10 

monitor their in\·e.~tigalor's SUlIUS. These nucrophoocs are 
D\-ailable from 590 to SJ.(~)CI depending on Innsmission 
type and mile. 

The major drawback With mall Iypes of bugs is that 
when they do transmit. they use rodio waves, and thus 
may reveal themselves during tI bug-sweep. Most sweep
ing devices balhe the subject urea with high.J'requcncy 
bursts that cause a microphone to squeal, allOWIng ilS 
Iocaoon 10 be piopoinled. Otner sweepers simply scan for 
specific transll\lSsion waves and then allow the user tl) 
triangulate back 10 the source. Sweepers run from s.so for 
a Standard telephone tllP detector to over SI,OOO for pin. 
pointing devices thaI also dcactivate aUlomatic wiretap
ping equIpment. 

Rcconting bugs can be hidden in alrmlil anylhing and 
most are voice-opcroled, 50 as 10 conserve needed tape 
space. Specially fined pagers and altache cases are avail
able, eustom made to conceal Iheir reconhng $)'5tem yel 
remaining fIlJl)' functional to lhe casual observer. These 
run from $100 toS500. 

Infrared bugs work on lhe same pnnciple as their 
more mundane counterpartS. C'Xcept that Instelld of trans· 
mitting audio Via radio wavcs, sound is U'Ul$lI\Iued on a 
modulated IR beam. This requIres line-or-sight reception 
and has a limited moge (200 10 500 yards in optimal 
conditions). Thu$, IR bugs are not usually worn. but ruther 
placed at a 1000atioo (say, behind !be cunains) thaI the: 
ea,·esdropptt Wishes to monilor. 'They tc:nd 10 won: bellff 
al nigh!: than during the day, but they have the distinct 
advantq:e of being far harder 10 detecl in I $1l1ndan1 bug· 

SWeep, because they do not make any noise. nor do lhey 
emil any telltale InUlsmission waves. In fact. detection 
requires either an on-site inspection or the use of IR gog
gles that will pick up the specific bug's transmission 
beam. However, this does mean that once the beam is 
detecled. 1\ can be followed to its receiving source, per
haps giving a nasty SUiprlse 10 the investigator sitting 
Ihere with her headphones clapped lighlly over her ears. 

When coupled with 11 stethoscope altachment. it is 
possible 10 place an IR bug OUlSide of lhe locationlroom 
being monitored. and the tnlnsmiuer will still pick up the 
sound through I wall. These devices are hard 10 come by, 
and normally cost upwards ofS600. 

La.en 

At the top of the eavesdropping mountain are the helium
neon laser devices. With I range of two miles in optimal 
conditions (perhaps more), the laser bounces its beam off 
of any window behllld which a conversalion is taking 
place. Voices within the room SCI the window vibroting 
minutely, and these changes cause the laser 10 modulate 
slighlly. Bounced back to a specific demodulator and 
cieclronicaJly enhanced, entire conversatIOnS can be over
heard and recorded. As many lasers are Iflvisible. the 
beam itself may be invisible and consequenlly oearly im
possible 10 detect. 

However, lhere are a number of drowbacks to this 
system. price being only one of them. Retailing through 
cc:nain security comp.1T1ies at SlS.OOO or more, an inves
tigator interested in acqUiriflg a laser bul had best build 
one of his own. Then there's the trouble with !be reo-



ceiver-It must be placed perfectly to demodulate the 
beam. and that', hard 10 do when you can't see the laser. 
Using a colored laser (Standard bellum-neon red. say) 
makes thiS easier, bul it also puIS a nlI:e bnghl red dO( on 
thc window the laser is pointing al. and. in some eases, 
may scatter ofT of curtams and bathe the intenor 111 ~ 
same rosy hue. Finally. even using a low.powered laser IS 

dangerous and could easily blind anyone looking directly 
Into the Unit. ei ther lemporarily or pennanc:ntly. depend. 
ing on duration of exposure and slrcngth of the beam. 

OBSeR.VAnort 

OpUcal5 IS a broad category. ranging from simple, sturdy 
and trustworthy monoc:ulars to the more esoteric nighl 
vIsion goggles and IR goggles and their Ilk. All such 
deVices are easily available through calalOgs specialtung 
In Army surplus/police surplus. 

evcn With the bounding evolution of optical devices 
In the lasltwenty years. the best uml remains the same: a 
good old pair of billQCulars. Easily available. a g~ pair 
of binoeulars will range from SSO to $500. depending on 
magnification, manufacturer. ability, and availabill~y. 
While $100 will gel you a good plIlr of 6x42 "surveil 
lance" binoculars with magnesium Ilowide-cooted lenses 
(to Improve hght transmission). for JUSt $100 more you 
can lake home a battery·powered 7UO pair of compass 
binoculars. with specially treated IIght.pthenng lenses 
and a built' ln red light which allows you to see the built·in 
compass and range finder. Waterproof. fogproof and per· 
haps people.proof, this is a bottom·hne powered bi~ocu. 
lar. Auto.focusing units are available as well. star1lng al 
about $200. with prices climbing exponenlially IU more 
features are added. Note that these are not night viewing 
devices, and in the dark you're jusl as bhnd with them at 
your eyes as you'd be with them at your Side. 

Monoculars are far more concealable. and many tele· 
scope. making them easy 10 stick In a pocket ~ ~n 
forget about. A 5- long unit With IOx25 magmficahon 
runs about fifty dollars. while a lr long unit (16- ell

tended) ofTenng 15x to 40x magnification costs $200. 
Of course, all of these devices are available in night 

vision variations. Nighl vision bmoculars. providing 5x 
magnification and running on 2 AA batteries. cost $750 
and are hard to find. Night vision monoculars are a lillie 
more common. but the limitations remain the same. albeit 
wLlh • tad more power. In fact, the best nIght vieWing 
monoculars are actually scopes designed to be fitted 10 

rifles, some with magnifications up to 3.5x. These run 
between $500 and $600. are baltery powered, and weigh 
about tWO pounds. 

Night vision goggles allow for illuminated and im· 
proved viewing at night and in darkness. v.:hi1e the ~y 
versions that have been fitted for scopes wdl not work In 

total darkness, some NVG's do, and do so well enough to 
allow near·nonnal vision quality. Ballery powered. cum
bersome. and reputedly not the most comfonable things 
In the world, they can be fitted over eyeglasses and cost 
between $2.000 and $4.000. 

• 

Equipment -3 

Computers 
1bere 15 no question that one of the most powerful tools 
althe modem mvestigator 's disposal is the computer. BUI 
it takes knowledge to use this tool. to perform database 
searches via the Inlernet or to cross· reference occurrences 
of obseure phenomena around the world. and today 's cult· 
isIS certainly have access to the same technology. Perhaps 
some of lhem already have established an underground 
compuler network 10 organize theirdiabotical plots and 10 

gather information about investigators thai need to be 
Wlltehed-or elimmated. 

A BRIEF HISTORY 

During World War U an englfieer named J. Presper Eckert 
and a physicISt named John Mauchly approached the U.S 
Army With a proposaJ for an electroniC deVice that would 
speedily calculate gunnery coordinales, a job that was 
then tediously done by hand. With government backlng. 
the Electronics Numerical Integrator and Calculator 
(ENlAC) was created in 1946. ENIAC was a one· task 
machine, a distant relative to the computers of today. II 
was Konrad Zusc, with his idea for a general purpose 
electromechanical relay compulCr (turned down by the 
U.S. Patent Office In 1938 for being too non.speclrte), 
who visualized a machine that could do almost anything 

Through the Invenuon of the transistor. Integrated cir
cuits, and miniaturization, computers gradually shrank In 

size While increasmg in power. In the mid· 1970's the true 

revolution took place with the coming of the penonal 
computer. Small enough to sit on (or under) a desk, the PC 
aUowed a single user an affordable. speedy way to ana· 
Iyze and process data. By 1984 there were over SIX million 
computers in use. most oCthem PC·s. Today there are over 
40 million PC's used in Amencan homes alone. and hun· 
dreds of millions more--of different shapes, Sf US. Ind 
configunllons-used world·wide. 1be modem bottom
of·the·line PC is a compulltio nai litan compared to 
ENIAC. 1be world of computen now sparu from pockel. 
sized electronic day.timers. like the Apple Newton. to 
supercomputers eapable of cre&llng fully ammated artifi · 
dal realities-as in special effects for motion pietures
or performing millions of detailed analyses and 
computations, as with DNA typing and analysis. 

TYPES OF COMPUl'ERS 

1be dtiCriptions offered here are extremely generalized 
simply because the computer industr)' IS so proceln 
Prices and capabilities ~ approximated, but In genem, 
the more expensive the computer system, the more users. 
processing power. and peripherals it wiU be able 10 support. 
Compulers still continue to gain in power while lowenng 
in price. The money one may spend today on a computer 
might purchase twice, or even ten times, what it would 
have bought five years l.go. Older but not yet obsolete 
computer equipment may be found al discounted prices. 
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New Skill. 
Computer u .. (e- ()(l%): n. .. necns,"Y II) opet. ••• Im'" '"IiXI4~. TNt rTlIIY IrM:lIve under· 
SWlllIIlIg wMt a program doM, retJ1eoving ~ data. 
~WOI'Id"""'~IIfld"I~ *-M 
m 119\01' with MIMsI a 20% ~ lIM _ can 
I.M ~ pNWrtMn ~ .... ~ • ~..".... 
.;IhouI ...... 111 a -'ell 101 ..:t1 lime To do ""oltiltllllll 
mono clllk:ult.1UCh ulracll dowrIon a compuIef Ww or \1M 

.................. in a ..,..... .. 'OId way. hi "-1igU:Jr tnUBt 

"'''''-Computer Progr_lng (e- ()(l%J: n. skill ~ 
ury II) progr.m IIfld ~ ~ TNt ""Y IrM:lIve 
WIfIng • poogo"", moo:IfyIng ... aodltirlg progrwn. ~ 
InIo • seo..rttvolodWd t)'S*!I. -.:. A tr**num 30% Com
pular lIM IkII II lOIqulred 10 n.ve COmputar Progr8fT\o 
ITWlII A _ 10111 fiIqIP.-o:Ilor .. anemptS. 

Nota Botto oI1heM tkIII .,. diller.nl 'rom El8ctr0l'\<
Ics. ~ 811 nvea.1Of ... ID buikI Of rapaolr any 
aIactn:orIc OIqllipMnt, Iroduding oomputers. 

In a sltualiol'l wne<a.1klIt fOIIla,.qulfad, the 1nYes~. 
",101' outlines 1ha task he It If)ing to perlorm, gIYIng a 
rwgh aslimlllion on the bme (ledk:at.-o:l to tha task (includ
Ing ,....n::to. r6Mlong tha approprieta ~ Of hard
ware manuals, Mtbng up the 8Q\IIpmern. perfonNlII the 
I8Sk. and ao on). such u .,_ hoI.Q •• ct.y .• week, a 
month. or mora The InvHtigatOf should .Ito state 
..tlaIhef he S9Sf"dS any money to obIaoro Nrad help, 8(tcI. 

lionel t.rdware. IOttware. Of oct.lWnIlI) IIId ~ acoom
pIstq hi IaSIl. BaNd upon hi detcripcIoIo. the Keeper 
m.y aaign any ~ Of notga~ .0iUdl" 10 lila.,.,... 
IgalDf's ..... aspedaIy it !he task ~ too liooldous Of --n. inveIligalOl' mak ... 101 .gains! hill COnlMar 
~ IIuI II s,.· '~. he _0""'-
.. task MttWo .. aIonad ~ parkod " hi 101 was 
tailed . .... "-1igaIDr hat ~ II"UCdng along wIttIout 
Il'UCtlIi C: III , anr:I fIMCb 10 aIaIt!rom" ~ •• Ig. 

n .. 8IIIfT'C*id use 'II ~ ctfIcd. .. usa- nead& a 
tpedl!liiCC III "'Ila play. IOIIIS«) ..... hi att~ 
_ II) ....... Ii ......... buI IICtuIIy hal IUbIy 1IIIId, 
\IIhk:tI ""Y not til noIioed tor ~ 1mB. Tha Keeper may 
...-n 10 d ... cIeA 10 dRllIfI'I'i-.. lila Ii" of 1twM .... 

EXAMPLE· ~ WaII.-s, ok. me. 10 writ, , ~ 
g.ram 10 a.s.sHy .. rn. n.tmU In /he ~ Vc;rt CIty I6Ie
p/'I(JN c#lKfOo'y by alhnIc bIIckground. 1ha Kaerw cia
a.t. Ihir 10 be a difflcuh !Uk, M'KJ daa'Ms h/ Harvey 
.k. ,.,.. atpedaJ s~, uch atl~ 1as/ilQ 0flII IIA 
~ day. Harvey's ~ Pn:ogrammIng skM Is 
40%; for ItlII firs/ fOIJI doIyt II» keeper racotds a~ 
feb c(". 66. 51, snd 72. all failures. Gamely pIugg/nf1 
aWlrjl; ,.,.,.".,. ~ a 91 on day trw: TIwt Kas,»r nH:s "., 
ItMJ pmgram ."".." 10 worlr. and ,.,.,.".,. begitu' ItHJ 
~ prlnIOuI. Alas. c.ntroown 10 ~ a bug In 
/tIe1J#OfTtltfl cMalIM .. NnIM eodIng In "S" lIS ,thnIc 
~. ~ II'Ia hfIIr 10 /he pt04JIJ W"".-s u.dition 
nodi:;w I'Ia problem ."., tw _ tN, tw. hinMN. has 
bHI1o./8gOrlzfId _ ~ 

Supercompulcers 

Runnmg from $1.000.00010 520.000,000+, these Ill! USU' 
ally only found In government or fUellJt;h IIIStitUtions, 
although some large COfllOOltiOOS may hive !hem as well. 

On this scale. infonnllion i. processed in units of "bil· 
lions of inslruCtions per second." Supercomputers require 
large amounts of electrical power, some needing liquid 
nilrogen cooling systems to keep their circuits from melt
ing due to the helt they produce. Like msinframes or 
minicomputers (see below). supercomputers can support 
muluple users, but their real '!strength Iics m their sheer 
mUS(;k and speed. For Instance. a supercomputer could 
analyze a sunned set of fingerprints and match them 
against the entire contents of the FBI fingerprint library 
within a few minutcs (a search of over 193,000,000 reo 
cords). Supercomputers mIght also be used for weather 
forecasting, scientific data analysis, or even realisticcom
puterized animations. 

Mainframes 

Costing from $1,000,000 to $ 10.000,000. mainframes are 
designed to accommodate from 100 to 500 users who 
need access 10 huge amounts of onfonnalion simultane
ously. This is accomphshed Ihrough hundreds of attached 
lerminals-screen and keyboard uniLS-Spread through· 
out various computer.linked complexes. Allhough not as 
computationally fast as the supercomputer. mainframes 
can wOft under the load of many users without consider· 
ably slowing. MaInframes are found quite often in gov
ernment institullons and corporations, and are used to 
track hundreds of millions of records about hu~ of 
millions of people, In everything from insurancecoverage 
to airlme reservauons to cnmlnal history locredil history. 

Minicomputers 

Going for from $50,000 10 $2.000.000. minicomputers, 
often called "miniS", Ill! mainframes scaled b6ck to ac· 
commodate fewer users . LImits for a mini may be as few 

as five or ten users, or as many as a hundred. Today even 
small and mid·sized cornpartics and mstitutiooscan affan! a 
minicomputer. and often use them in the same capabilities 
as mainframes. On the other hand • .some companies may 
opI for using several personal computers linked by a 1..AN 
(see Networking below). providing much the same com· 
puting power as a minicomputer system. 

Penonal Computers 

Costing anywhere from $SOO to $20.000. PC's, also re
ferred to as microcomputcrs, nre designed for a single 
user. Some Me small and light enough 10 be carried 
around in a briefcase. whIle others must sit on a desk or a 
noor. Actual names vlll)', but, in order o r increasing s ize. 
they are usually called notebooks, portables, laptops, and 
desktop computers. A small notebook may weigh as liltle 
as three pounds. where a desktop may weigh over one 
hundred pounds, including the monitor and other periph. 
erals. Personal computers are by rar the most prevalent 

bnd or computer in the world today. and there are literally 
thousands of dIfferent models manufactured by hundreds 
or companies. 



ABlU'l1l!S 

In this age of computers, distribution of infOl'TMtion has 
become virtually instant and relatively simple. This in
cludes gain;n, access 10 information through telephone 
nelworks (via on-line databases and bulletin-boani sys
tems). personal netwOlting,1Uld desktop publishing 

Communication 

Since the invention of the computer, people have been 
fascinaled by the pos..sibiUry of combining the power of 
multiplesystenu. Many problems stood in !be WI)' ofthi.! 
goal: Each computet was almost COIllIIetcly diffm~ from 
every other one, and no standards existed for a looS time 
as to how they should share information. Over the years, 
tbesc problems have been addJt:ssed and soJved-bard
WIlM and 50ftwllfll t:on.-tibi lily standards ~ in\'cn!Cd, 
and COITlIOOnication potocoIs actq:.ttd Still, there are many 
competing and mutually incompatible communication 
systems. Unlike the imaginings of science fiction, there is 
no one universal network or datil file standard-yel. 

Networklof 
Defined as the .hanng of data between ,'0\0-0 or II'IOfl! com
puters, often PC's. Additionally, It can be used to share 
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common peripherals. such as printers. file Storage de
vices, and soon. In its Simplest form, networking consiSt! 
of laking. by hand, a did: from one computer \0 another 
one across the room. cily. or nanon. In Its IOOIU complex 
form. it involves saJtllil6, microwave and radio anten
nae, and the emile worldwide telephone system. Some 
computen now even use wI~1ess mfl'lU'W remoce links 
similar to television ~moce controls. In these cases, both 
machines must have the same hardware Lnstalled and be 
within short distancel 0( one another, agam like a lelevi· 
s)on ~mok, In order (orcomputen; to be networked. they 
must have compatible software as well as Iwd~"a/'C. 

Hardware connections CllIl be or different types. either 
local Of' remou~, and with varymg speeds. A local connec
tion Is when computers are physically connected by a 
common network cable. Such a OOIlJleCuon between c0m

putet! is called a local area network (LAN). Con..,.ners 
~iding at diffmnt Jocauons that use an Intl!l1llediaty 
medium. either a telephone net .... -ort: or ocher switdung 
stations (satellite, microwave. radio, elC.). are referred to 
as tell10le networks. 

l..oc:alnetworb can be closed or open A closed net
wOft only connects the computers at that SlIe, and has no 
connection to. and CIUlIlO!. be tapped into from.. • rernCJ(e 
network. This enh3.tlCe5 security (see below), bul obvi
ously limits the sharing of inronnallOn with othcrSLIe$. An 
open loclII netwOft lI1I!.y have one or IDOfC connections to 
a remote network. 

Remote networks can be a group of separal.e stand
akme cocnpUlets or • collection of =ootely connected 
LAN' .. Such lcollection of mulupJc LAN's iSSQrnCtimcs 
referred to as an "intemetW()fIc", such as the In ternet. 1be 
most common connection device for Po computer to Po reo 
mote nelwon is the modem (modulator-demodulator). 
1be modem takes a computer's digital Lnrorm:u.ion and 
turns it hila ugnaJs that can be sent via a telephone hne. 
Modems are ine.xpensiveand c:ommon. and the telephone 
nelworic is ubiquitous In our mformation-age SOCLC:I)', maIe
ing il the perfc:ct choice as Po communiCations medium. With 
a modem. il is possible 10 usc an inexpensive Ieoninal 
hundreds or lhousands or mi\e.s frem its nost computer 

An irnportanl typeoftemotc network forinvestip1Or$ 
is the information service. Sevm! typeS exisl, aU of them 
provided by private OfIMlil.:uions. In Jeneral, for a ~ic 
usage fee of about S5.00 an hour, an m\'tStiglltor can 
sean:h hUKe, remote dataDases for infonnation about an 
incredible number of lopks, from the Nikkei Index 10 
baseball trIVia. or even on·hne vetSJons of Llllematiooai 
publications. To access an infonnauon SCf'Iice, an In'-U

tigalOr nectb a cOll1JUterequlpped with a modem and the 
appropriate software 10 operate it. In game lemu, using an 
information service is similar to usmg II tracbtlOnallibrary, 
and n!gular librai)' Use rolls should apply. 

Anyone with a PC. a modem. and a program can now 
create his own on-line .5en';ce. Tbc only hmilations 10 
such a service would be thai or hardwan>-the larger the 
capacity of the computer. lhe bigger the service. In fact, 
many people do have their own on-line services 10 estab--
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AN EXCERPT FROM THE HACKER MANIFESTO 

Found In the on-lIne publlc.t1on tgck 'n' Crack, ed, Uplink 

HadtM oIlhe WQIId Unolel 

Join TOQIIher Now and Throw OIIlhe BondI: 01 YOVI Oppres&orsl 

A~, I mwI ~ eIIhoI.Igh one no! ~Ie 00I'IIkIeMg our CIJffeI'It ttandlng ¥ofth 1he palJIlOIcI-iId'IIZophrerict kI 
1he ~"' S1r\II;b.IrtI known as Power. W.".... lIMn IMntiIed .. N • .-ny, and no! ody IhW -*'!y. bullhe ~ 01 .. 
good . .... TN°IQ~ 

""'-'" 
In Itw a ....... 01 1M House CoiI •• 1it1iN on IJn.ArMfIc;,m ActM!iea. _ now t.bor uncMr. r.Ign 0I111ml1'. W. _ hI...tIk:h "
do:. no! Q(lIIlipI.n.ICI, .aINy..-:l '*' Gowapn __ ... In .... Ionn of Itw FBI and Itw s.cr.t s.r.;c.. kr ........ 1Q "-" doon. 

WiCltt...-ng~of_who"""no"''''''-'KI_'''''''NdcIngI 

Now .... ~ IlKornes II"'IM\. b«:foUM ~ o:tiK:oIIeI-' _)'110 lind .... wIIhouI )"II ~ w. Or I*flapa _ 
~ ~ 10 ~.-..m .. 100 ....... W>thoulltw help 01 ttIti Ellctloo I(: F~ F<M'Ida~ted 10 ... uta:dolQ True 
~. cMlllgrots KrOght LIgroting would moll 1ik"Y bto In pn.on now. At'Id.1I'IUCh 10 weryon.',lU!prise. IlOIlO mill ,-.., *'-Y. 
tt.( ..... , INt maDe Ill> •• qmp.' 01 PNbIf 0pIik. MnI.ong I*n 10. 12-monlh pri80n s.\MOI». These gross ~ 01 Power. 
~IQ lind -m-tng OW' eM rIghta. ITII»t SlOp! 

My ~ 10 lhe True~.~, " 1wO-1oId: 

Fnt. _ mwI uphoIcI our own oodto 01 honOi'. Iotg«l_ )'MQ 01 0IIIt0.ity and""'" 01 ttIti computer lind aI tMl one '*' do wi!h 
1Ud'I, wondrous deW;:e. ().or ..,.. po..poM In I.IIIng lito 0tiIi'IpIJIer II .... ~ and .. ".mIt oetion 01 aI dal.l ,YIIIIIItM, bulin 
oniIr 10.,.. .. ..,... datil. _ muII~· .... ~ ~ II*» --..,.' by \hoM who..-ID kMp ~oIoo""lIoo. 
out 01 .. h.-dI 0I1tw '*"" Tl* .. why .... Chnd Inqikh "' known .. 1M""" ~I.~ and oorpotJo\ll MeIOr..-1O 
her!y.-.d jail III a- seorllls ... bto ,........., 10., ",.tIormed • .-.d hnby 1I!'IIUIpKliiIQ, put::ok n. biiloll'* Pllbllehl .. 
True HKUr& -n lei crMN twough IN ffM.1il:NngoII 01 ~iIDo".-on woo.*! bring dcJwn .... eorp:waN gI.-,tI...:l i'!IIiIuI , 
goDWi"I.~ IURIIbIe lot 1he I*JIlIa. Tl* '*" ...... bto ......... True ~ In prWI. 

Curmty .noukI not be • F..-.r ot.nM! 

N IoIItw wndaI& Ihat ~ .. OVI kind and aea .. and'" dIIlrI:loJM 1he IhouNI'dt ot ~ ~~. 
f'oey thol*I biI i1III8aI8d .. Ji.Itt ".: \IaIldM1 Mo ""',~1io1Q ~. wouId_1hInIo 10 dMtroy dill.llhat thol*I biI ~ 
fI-om Power, nor -...:ouId one ckoIir.1hI dMlt\don 01 .. Y8U4II hit hoIdiIlUd'I ... eciout nIoimationl 

" Power cId no! $eek 10 ~ tnd ~. lit f70Nn popAatlon-lhl popMition lhat grants them !heir powtII~ 
'MCUrity mN$u ..... -...:ouId bilUM«I'''OY. n. old NyIng. "What youdon1 knowwon1 hiHI you." alllIIIdy hauntf; IhIITI4IfIY I*If)Ito 
who lived 011 01 II&iIi' nuclM. test 111M. liIf\', It sliM 1M public was tokl """'" .... i'i"iIght pouIbIy destroy IhIIIr IYn to ~ "" 
r-. chcoIceki ~ It? Old 1M FfMdorn oIlnform1l1on AcI n-.1IIl)'1t*lg ., 8I? NoIlICOOIdIIlQ tocoqxnte WId ~t 
~. 

~ .a. now In 1he 1I9ht IIgIIIAIt Ihot OWI ... lloIp oIlnb,I."'" d ~ dati! Add ';O\M' voice 10 hi noise ~ lhe..-..ne.! 
FrM .... ..., for cunc.ty WId doiil ....... -=vI 

hsh rel,uonsh.ps With ocher people who shm: similar 
.nlerests. Such interaction on the ,..re and onen aoony· 
moos world of computer eommumcauOIIs i. idul for in· 
\'estlsators and eultlsts to ploc their respective agendu. 
This anonymlly can also serve 10 mask somcol\C', true 
agenda; il IS diffICult 10 tell With IIbsolute accuracy with 
whom you lire communicating, especially wilen all you 
see is the words he types. PsyeholoS)' rolls arc useless 
.,"1151 I YOU, 

Such electl'OlIIc bulleun board syslems (BBS',) do noc 
reqUire thai computers and 50flwIIre nece5Wlly be com· 
~uble Rasher, compaubll,ly is almOin a moot point In 

such systems. as modenu arc deslaned to the _stand· 
ards ICross !he board (ocher than the cutlma-edge mo-
dcnu thaI use bhstenngly hlah 'pccca, and those, 100, ~ 
bem, siandardiud), and mOSI modems automaucaJly lid· 
jusllo!he hlSMSI Speed pMSlble betwccn Ihe Iwo connec· 
lions. For example. If one modem is 2400 baud and the 

other 1200, the Information exchange rile OCCW'l" 1200 
baud. CutTent soflware also allows for many dlffercnl 
types of telmlnal emulation, so thaI even If one person IS 
using an IBM PC compatible eomputer conneeted to a 
DEC mainframe via modem, the mainframe Will !"ClICt as 
though one of ilS own terminals was ill'illillcd via the mo-
dem, if the proper communications software is Installed. 

COMPUl"ERS Al'ID me LAW 

Onginilly computers were thought by the authonues 10 

be JUSI I new 1001 for use in ordinary crime by common 
cnmmals ~thcr than u a whole new wen. alloWinS for, 
whole new type of cnmlnal. 'They were WTOnS. In 1976, 
in , de5perlte .uempt 10 cltch up WIth these new. hIgh· 
tech cnmmal5, two Important events occutTed in 1M 
United States. The FBI established a rour·wcck tTllmna 
course In the invesllgation of computet crime. (ollowing 
it up with IInothereourseeSUlblished in 1978 open loother 



Investigative agencies; and Senator Abraham Ribicoff 
and his U.S. Senate Government Affairs Commillee pro
duced twO research reports that led Ribicoff to introduce 
the fu-st Federal Systems Protecllon Act Bill In June 19n. 
1'bese repons eventually became theComputer Fnud and 
Abuse Act of 1996. Since the introduction of thiS act. the 
feds have been crackin, down hard on computer enml· 
nals, whether any real damage was done by them or not. 

This has led to several blunders, the biggest of which was 
known as Operatloo: Sundevil, whICh embroiled the U.S. 
government In several CIvil lawsul15 versus pnvate citi· 
"ltns wbo were suspe<;ted of uSing their bardwlJ'l: and 
software for "cnmlnal" purposes. 

"ACKIl'fO AnD CRACKlrIO 

Hacking, like other Investigative activities, Involves the 
use of several skills, not juSt Computer Use. Hard reo 
searc h- in libraries, newspaper morgues, and 
dumpsters-is required before a hacker can sit down at a 
keyboard and punch her way ;nlo the NATO mainframes 
10 Brussels. Advanced knowledge of the target system is 
required. This may include a trip 10 the office where the 
syslem IS, or perhaps some research 1010 the group that 
uses Ihc: system, or acqumng a delailed biography of the 
man who prognmmed It . One might dig through the gar· 
bage bins of the owner oflhe computer 10 see whal memos 
have been thrown OUI containing pertinent Information, 
mcludmg passwords. For mvesligalOB thai like 10 live 
wl1dly, a lillie breaking and entennl may be involved, 
too-a night foray past secunty guards to do some flash· 
hght research at someone'S work stalion. In any case. 
knowledge must be ol"alncd about the system before the 
system Itself can be breeched. 

When such information is acqUU'ed. an investigalor may 
:mempl lo use his Computer Use skill either to break Into 
the system (if a pass ..... oru has not been previously secured) 
andlor 10 locate the information desired. Therein hes an· 
Olhef problem--computet systems, especially those used 
by major corporallons, hold such a mammoth volume of 
data that one must know where to look" Of else risk" being 
swamped m the torrential flood of irrelevant information. 

In game tenns, an investigator must have a Computer 
Use skill of 50% and a working password to log on to an 
unfamiliar system: otherwise I!. ski ll roll is required. Only 
after one hIlS logged on successfully can any attempt to 
access information be made. For this, another Computer 
Use roll IS reqUired, regardless of the player's skill level. 
Computer Use might all\{) allow an investigator to reeog· 
nl1.e when a pl«e of information mIght be usefulm glln· 
mg access 10 II. computer system or a partIcular piece of 
data-at the dlSCrtliOn of lhe Keeper, of course. 

Codes 

With the rise of computers, encryption programs began 
using Incredibly soptllslicaled mathematics to code files 
and ei«troruc mail. Several programs and types of en· 
a)'ption uist, but the bottom·of·fhe.hne mathematical 
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a1gonthm DES method, based on the U.S. Department of 
Defense DiLl Encryption Stllndard ANSI Xl.92·19g1, IS 
$0 complex your average hacker has ooly a 1'10·70 qUI· 
drillion chance of breaklng it. These are nnc--kcy codes. 

'The pop program (Prell)' Good Pnvacy), aVIIlableon 
Ihe Internet and consequently available 10 over 
20.000,000 users worldwide, utilizes a t .... o-key method, 
and is the closest thing to unbreakable that a code: has ever 
COmt. Encrypted e-mail requires the sender uslnl his key. 
IlIld the recipient using anOl.her one, and both keys can be 
further encrypted on the host computers, makin, itCCCSS 

10 them nearly Impossible. Without both keys. the docu· 
ment in quesllon remains locked, and the odds of craclting 
11 are so laughable there's no point In trying. 'The pcp IS 
so good, in facl, that Mr. PhIlip Zlmmermann, 115 creator. 
is in danger of gOing to prison for developing It and then 
'-al lowing" it to be dlslnbuted 10 foreign countrIes. a1. 
though whether or nOl he did allow 1110 be so dlstribuled 
is s till open to quesuon. The facl of themallcris.nOleven 
govemmen15 with all of their resources and power can 
crack" the PCP. 

Helicopters 
Even before da Vinci, Inventors had toyed with the Idea of 
a rotary·wlng flymg vehicle, but nOi unul 19051 did I,or 
Sikorslty build a protOlype thaI was able 10 lift Its own 
weight. He didn't build a fully successful prototype: unul 
1940, when engines had become pollo'erful enough to 11ft 
a helicopter With Pilot and cargo. 

Helicopters can be useful 10 modem In\·cst lgators. 
1be1t ability to take off and land \'e«ieally, and 10 hover 
above rough ternm, makCithem Ideally SUlled for reach· 
109 remote Siles that would OIherwlse require daysoreven 
weeks of arduous mountaln trekking, .... ghtwelghl heli· 
copters require only 100 square feet to land In , making 
them the mosl rapid means of getting alffiO'it anywhere In 
a City. A miJiUlry !J::hc:optet pICks tank-kilhng power, but such 
a vehicle would mrely f.lI Into the hands of. Civilian 

Because of their great cost and heavy maintenance 
reqUirements, only the wealthy can arrord 10 own helicop
ters . Mosl will have 10 rent them for occasional usc: per· 
haps someone. if lucky, Will have one available through a 
patron or employment. 

BASIC TYPES 

SMALL·L1GH1WEIGHT; Smaller helicopters are the 
more common variety for everyday use. The media usn 
them 10 photograph hard'lCH:over events and 10 proVide 
traffIC repons. Police use the Bell Jet Ranger 10 monitor 
traffic and locate acciden15. In the largest metropOlitan 
areas, such as New York City, helicopcer ihulIJe services 
use the five·passenger model to fly tra\'elers bet ..... een mao 
jor airports. Typically these vehidcs seal from t ..... o to five 
passengers. Including the pilot. A smaller model like the 
McDonnell Douglas 500c is the sort IVlilable for rent at 
an rurport for &boot S450 per hour. To pwclIIse one would 
cost $22OJXIO. 
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Typical HeUcopters 

MeDonn,1I Blllllong 
DougL.s SOOc Rlngw II 

UN ?N.! 19'" "' ........... 
Pa""';.r CllpKIty , 7 

MaJ:/mum SpNd "' ..... , ....... 
MlXlmum RI. 

260 '" 385 '" 
lItting capacity' ',200b 

RESCUE HEUCOPTER: Air ambulances an: used 
by !he Coast Guard or the police to mpldly ferry injured 
or ill pallenls to medical facllLties. The helicopter's ability 
to land and lake off venlcally makes it the perfecl vehicle 
for thiS use. The medical equLpment available on I heli
copter ambulance IS comparnble 10 that found in a normal 
ground ambulance. A fully equipped ~ue helicopter 
COSlS around S4OO.ooo. 

LARGE TRANSPORT: Medium-sized tmnspons like 
Ihe SIkorsky UH060A Black Hawk can hrt 8,000 pounds 
on an extemal platform The bLgger Sikorsky Skycrane or 
theChlnook can hft external payloads of 36,000 or28.ooo 
pounds rcspe<:uvely. The military uses them to tnnSport 
supplies and lrOOpS IntO battle or to dlfficult'lo-reach 
SIteS In civilian hfe the)· haulwnere normaltruclr::s and 
cmnes can't, beIng employed In remote logging, bndge 
ConJlIUCllOn, or laYing pLpehne through wilderness. 
Contmetors hLre OUt hclicopters on a per-job basis, at a 
COSt of thousands of dollars . One can be purchased for 
about 5600,000. 

MILITARY HELICOPTER' The mihtary fllC5 all of 
the above types of hehcopters. plus one vanety entirely 
!heIr own-dle mlhtary combat helicopler. Helicopters 
hke the AH-64A Apache or the Huey Cobra wen: de
SIgned as dedLcated attack nehcopters. The Apache is fit
led with infrared night-VISion system. TV camcra, 
forward-lookLng mfrarcd target acquIs ition system, and 
magnLfied visual opt ics. It spons a 1.200 round .3Omm 
chain gun. rockets, l:u.cr-gulded Hellfire anu·tank mis
sLles. and other weapons. all too often ..... oefully inade
quate 19a1nSt Mythos enuuC5. 'The cost. and there an: 
none for sale ...... ould be from S20 mllhon to S30 million. 

fLYING A HELICOPTER 

Modern hehcopters an: powered by a Jet engine called a 
turboshaft. whIch propels two or mOfe rOUltlng wings 
above the helicopter. The rotatIon through the air provides 
the hfung force. so unhkc fixed-wing LllfCfaft, helicopters 
do nO( need to be moving 10 fly. 'They can takeoff and land 
ven lcally. hO\'e:r, and move honlonlally m any dll"Cclion 
..... lthOUt a corresponding change In heading. 

Sikorsky HughH~e~ B,nat R.n~ 
Skyer,,,, 

",,",""'" AtIatk H r;. '¢er ...... 
" 

, , 
,,. ..... "' ..... "' ..... 
230 '" 350 '" 300 '" 

25,000 Ib 

Helicopcers move up and down by uniformly adJust
ing Ihe pitch. or angle, or the blades. and thereby provid
ing more or less lift. Helicopters move horil.ontally by 
indiVidually altering the pitch of each blade as it rolates. 
This change In cyclic pitch causes the rotor plane of the 
blades 10 lilt. creating horizontal thrusi. 

The rotation of the blade.s has a corresponding effecl 
on the main body of the helicopter, whIch tends 10 rotate 
m an opposi te direction from that of the blades. This is 
why helicopters have a tailllMor, which acts as a stabilizer 10 

keep the helicopter pointing in the correct direction. The 
pilCh of the tail mor can be adjusted to 5wmg the helicoptCf 
left or right 

Boch a piloc 's hands and feet are OCCUPLed In flYing a 
helicoplet". The left hand controls the overall pitch of the 
mam rotor, the right hand controls Its cycl ic pitch. and the 
left and right feet control the ta il rotor. Because o f all 
these conlrols, helicopters are more difficult 10 Oy than 
fixed-wing aircraft. They cannot be fl own without spe
cific trainin8. even by an experienced pLIOI. 

Hel icopters generally use one set of main rotors which 
propel. hft. and conlIol the ni8ht path. A breakdown of 
these would be eataslfophie for passengers and cargo. and 
therefore helicoptcrs requLre grealer servicing and pre
ventive maintenance than ordinary aircmft. This adds to 
the already conSiderable expense of purchasIng and main
taIning a jet.powered aueml. m effect makLng helicop
ters available only 10 very weallhy Individuals or 10 gov
ernments and llllEe corporations. 

MISHA PS 

A bad landing usually does no more than light damage 10 

a helicopter. A heavy crash can ground the TOIon and 
cause major damage. 

In the evenl of an engIne failure , air rushmg up past 
the heliCoplu 's main rotors causes them to spin automat
ically (auto-rotate). prOViding enough lift to allow !he 
helicopter 10 descend in a controlled crash. An invcstlga
tor pilot with a successful Pilot Helicopter skill roll can 



aUlo-rotate \0 I crash Iinding, clusing medium to heavy 
damage 10 the helicopter and costinB each passenger Id6 
hit poinlS. Failure It the Pilot Helicopter roll mearu a 
crash landing in whJch the hclicopter is destroyed and all 
on board lose 4d6 hIt poinlS. 

Lou of the tail rotor in flight won't make a helicop
ter crash, but it makes it vinually uncontrollable. 'The 
pilot must make his Pilot Helicopter sbll to bring the 
helicopter down safely; otherwise all on board suffer in· 
juries costinB Id6 hit polnu, and the helicopter is dam· 
aged e:uensively. 

Medical Emergency 
Equipment 
What first aid resources are useful in the late 20th century 
10 Coil 0/ Clhulhu investigators? When cal ling an ambu· 
lance, how muc.h help can be eltpccted? In the field. what 
equipment and skills might be needed'! Two levels of 
upertise and associated equipmenl are discussed. With 
both, palienlS must quickly arrive at hospitals, or lose the 
effect of emergency treatment. 

The following information has been regularized for 
playability. Actual times, amounts, etc. vary. 

em Equipment and Training 

Emergency medical technician (EM1) trainlnB takes 
about 200 houR, and gIves an Investigator the abIlity to 
employ additional equipment. The training COSt varies.. as 
the Keeper sees fit. 1be COSt of the equipment amounts to 
about $1,400. 

BANDAGE KIT: 25 4~1t4· gauze pads, five rolls ofr 
bandage, fow lnangular bandages, ten packeu of disin· 
fectanl, two rolls of l ~ tape, one pair of bandage-type 
scissors that cut clothmg. straps, and boots, and one ob
Slelrical kll. This kll dresses five mlDor and two major 
wounds, and can handle an uncomplicated childbinh. Kit 
COSt is $ I 00. 

BASIC DIAGNOSTIC KIT: one stethoscope. one 
blood pressure cuff (may also be used as an ann tourni· 
quet). one pen.sized flashlighl . one oral and one rectal 
thennometer, and one reflu hllmmer. The user needs a 
walch to count pulse and breathing rotes. Kit cost is $200. 

OXYGEN EQUIPMENT: one oxygen tank (a heavy 
lube Ibout6·xI8~ inches) and supplies. to provide sixty 
minulU of oxygen. This equlpmenc can give artlficial 
respiration to a non.breathlDg victim, though someone 
must constantly operote lfIe equipment. Oxya:cn mitigates 
any cardiopulmonary problem, and can mitigate shock, 
coma, physical trauma. and some poisons. EquIpment 
costJ $500. 

SPINAL INJURY GEAR: one 6'1l1S board folding 
in half (along the waist) for storage, one rescue-type cer· 
vical collar, two five· pound sandbags, and three straps. 
This gear immoblhus Victims, can be used as a stretcher. 
and allows relatively safe movinB of one Injured patient 
Gear costs $300. 
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SPLlNT KIT: four ""lfe· ladder splints (excellent for 
angulated fractures) and one II1ICtion sphnt. Splinting 
mitigates the paID. blood loss. and shock caused by a 
fncture. Traction·sphntlng a fractured femur may be hfe· 
saving. Kit COSts $30e1 

PiUilIIIedlc: Equipment aDd TntInlng 

Like the EMT, a paramedic 's mission is to protecllife and 
reach a hospital In an hour or two. ParamedIC training 
takes about 1,000 hours; EMT training is prerequisne. A 
paramedic.leve!lnvestJgator can pro ... ide Significant psy. 
chological fint lid. as delemuned by the Keeper. 1be 
equipmenl cosu $10,000. 

AIRWAY KIT: allows the IllSCrtlon of a pJasuc tube 
into the windPipe, keeping an unconscious victlm's aJr' 
way and lungs clear of blood, vomit, etc" and bellenng I 
comatose mum's chance of survival. Kit costs $200. 

ANTI·SHOCK TROUSERS: These G,sull.type panlS 
squeeze blood from the legs and pelvis up Into the chesl 
and brain, an excellent treatment for shock due to blood 
loss. 1be pants can conlpenslue for one Iller of lost blood.. 
The panlS also make easier the starling of intravenous 
lines ID a victim whose veIns have collapsed from loss of 
blood. Shock due 10 blood loss (caused by lOSing more 
than one hter) luting Jonger than one hour probably kills 
the viCtim. Anti ·shock trousen can be apphed In five 
minutc5. SlJCh trousers COSt $300. 

CARDIAC MONITOR. DEABRIu.ATOR: A small 
video monitor shows life· threatening heanbeatlrTegulari. 
ties. Shocks deh'"ered by paddles applied to a vicllm's 
cheSt (defibnllation) may restan a stopped hean. There ts 
a slight risk of serious electrical shock 10 rescuers. Re
pealed defibnllatlon. combined With CPR. oltygen, .. r· 
way manaa:cment and drug therapy IS often necessary. 
Optimally, delivery o r the first countershock occurs 
WIthin ten mlDutes. A restaned heanbeat may SlOp agllin; 
the stabihzing drug lidocaine reduces that chance. eqUIP
ment costs 56.000. 

DRUG BOX: 1be bolt includes two IV set·ups, WIth 
needles, tubing, and two One·liter plastic baBs of nUld. An 
IV must be in place before drugs can be admlDiSlered. and 
takes five minulesto start. IV's are hard to start on victims 
in shock; anti·shock trouscrs help. One liter of IV nUld 
n:places SOOmI or lost blood. Ma:clmum IV now rate is 

100m1 per minule, though two lV's may run at once. 11Ie 
following drugs and IImounts are Included m the standard 
dNg box. Box costs SI ,OOO. 

Calcium chloride: two doses. The drug of last resort 
for cardiac arrests. May restart heartbeat: may cause brain 
damage. One dose lasts ten mInutes. 

Diazepam (Valium): SIX doses. Reheves convulSions 
and sedates for up to 5ix hours. An O" erdose (two or more 
doses) causes unconsciousness. 

Epinephrine: twelve doses. Used ror a cardiac arrest. 
illmproves the chance of defibnllation. especially when 
used With hdocalne and sodiwn bicarbonate. One dose 
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lasts five minuteS. One dose also relieves a li fe-threaten
ing allergic reaction such as from a bee s ting. 

Glucose; two doses. It rapidly wakes an unconscious 
victim with dangerously low blood sugar. One dose lasts 
one hour. 

Lidocaine: .SIlI: doses. Reduces chance of cardiac ar
rest or re·arrest and improves chance of defibrillation, 
especially when used with epinephrine and sodium bicar
bonate, One dose lasts ten minutes. 

Morphine: six doses. Relieves pain. especially from a 
wound. bum, or fraclUre; sedates, One dose lasts four 
hours. Worsens a head inJUry. An overdose (two doses) 
causes unconscIOusness. A severe overdose (three or more 
doses) causes respiratory arrest: Keep vic tim alive with 
aruficial resplrallon; gl\'e oxygen and naloxone. 

• 

CPR 
1~IQfS with MIIdk:ine or FIrst AId sldRs above 10% 
ate assume<l10 have compte1i1d 1hII requisi1elive- or silr
houfcourse granbrlg certillcation In CPA and the HeimIk:h 
rnEIf"IIIIMtr It is knportant to understalld thet ~s 
vmo reqUire CPA are, lor alllntents and purposes, dud. 
They a'il not breathlng and their h6IIIt Is no! beatJog. As 
such, CPfI rarely "-'Ofks to resuseltate; rathef, ItI8 ptOte

dure Is used 10 keep the bnIln alive .....tIh oxygenated blood 
unlil proper medical anention can be obIaIned. In cases 01 
I'Ieart attar::ks or other methods 01 Injury whete e d1at8c
lef's Hit Points hava not gone negattve, CPA Is especiaIy 
effective and may result in resU$dtaIion, bu1 In cases 0( 

traLWT\8.tie arrest as a result 01 gleat ~ry, When Hi! Points 
haVa gone negative, !he best CPA can do Is 10 keep the 
bnWl alive until medlcel assl$llll1Ce arrives, or unlit the 
pa~enl has reached a hospital or some 01her medical 
lac::ility lfII1lere appropriate inluma care can be oII8fed. " Is 
not pos.sIDle tor a single Investigator 10 appry general nrsl 
aid and pel"f0fffi CPR at the soma lima, although another 
IndiYlr:h.aal may assl.llne one of these INks. Individuals 'Ntlo 
do not eon~ to receive OKY0808ted blood to !he brain 
are considered Irrevocably bnlIn-dead within len rnnules 
01 their last breath, although e.cepti0n3 to !his n.de have 
been doc:umented, 

When a CI'IaraCIer dies Itlrough shock at heaft attaek 
at some other trauma that dOes not reduce all Hit PoInl3, 
!he playef peI10mWlg CPA may 1011 d100. Wrthln a minute 
01 the ooIapsfI. a d100 lesuk 01 01 to 10 indicates that \he 
daceaS8d has lei\Jmed 10 the land of the 1Mog. Mill one 
rnnute, a lestAI 01 01 10 05 Is raqulr8CI to resusdtate. In 
cases ...mere Hit PoInts have been leducad 10 0 or lower, 
no resuscitation Is possIbIa. However, CPR In these elr
curnstances, basrirIg the nature 01 tile injury (decapitation, 
lor !nstaoce),1s consId8fed automadeally successful, and 
will keep Iha subject's brain alive. If tha subjacl r&covers 
Hil Points gr8a1er than 0 through successful First Aid at 
~ appIicalion, they may be resU!lCltaI8CI norrnaIy. 
Hosprtat equipmenl and administration 01 the appropriate 
drugs increase the chance 01 resu$dtalioo by 10%. 

A final note-CPA Is hard WOIIt, espeeialty alone. Allill 
ten mIotnes 01 ooe-person CPR lIle player perlormlog It Is 
raqwed to 101 under oor«5 lor eaeh addi!IonaJ minule. 
Two-PIIf'OI'I CPR may be performed In(IeIWtaIy. 

Naloxone: s ix doses. This is a specific antidote 10 
opiate (heroin, morphine) overdose. If only an opiate 
overdose keeps a victim unconscious, naloxone will 
awaken the patient within three minutes. Two repeat 
doses may be needed. 

Sodium bicarbonate: six doses. Use in a cardiac mesl 
with epinephrine and lidocaine to improve the chance of 
defibrillation. One dose lasts ten minutes. 

RESCUE GEAR; used to gain access to and remove 
a vic tim from wreckage, especially wrecked cars. In
cludes an ue, shovel. crowbar, rope, hydraulic spreader, 
air-powered chisel with a compressed air tank. and a ca
ble-type pulley. Gear costs $2,000, 

SURGERY KlT: contains gloves, scalpels, needles. 
tubing, and sutures needed to clear a blocked airway or 
to relieve respiratory dis tress due to chest trauma. Kit 
costs $500. 

Scuba Gear 8r Accessories 
To go skin diving. one needs a fairly impressive array of 
equipment 1lle buoyancy control is absolutely essential. as 
it maintains the swimmer's depth in the waler. 11te device 
commonly called an "octopus" is also important. This bit of 
gear has several tubes running from the air tanks to the 
buoyancy control. to your mouthpiece, and to a second mouth, 
piece which pcnnits a buddy to breathe out of your air tanks 
ifhis tanks go bad (voiding any need to share mouthpieces). 
Experienced divers state that a knife and gloves arc required 
as well. The main JlUfPOSC of the knife is to bang on one's 
own air wnks as a s ignal to ooo's friends. 

One must be taught to use scuba gear properly. Once 
the essentials are learned, use the Swim skill 10 operate 
Ihe equipment An air tank's supply of oxygen varies with 
the depth and temperature of the water. InvestigatON; at a 
depth of 60' get only (en 10 twenty minutes per tank of air. 
Those staymg at IS ' below the surface can get an hour's 
breathing from (he identical tank. 

Scuba equipment ar Co5t 
All Tank (alngle. 80 pounds) 
AI, Tn Refill 
Buoyancy ConIrOi 
Dive Log 
Dive Master with Boat 
Aag -.. 
K"", 
Ught 

""" 0,,,,,,,,, 
R'-"'" 
SIgnal Whistle 

"'. Sno<t<. 
Speargun 
Swim Ans 
Underwater Camera 
Wet Suil 

'Per pel"$Ofl per day. 
"To show pos/lIon, 
" ' Mask with preseriplion lens more eq>enSiYe. 

,t20 
$5 
$350 
$1 O 
$2" 

""" '" '" $100 
$60 ' " 

$200 
$5 
$1O 
$1O 
$I, 
$100 
$1 00 
$170 
$225 
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Weapons 
Herewi1h a clutch of contemporary weapons. legally obtaining 

weapons In the U.S" suppressors. guns and the low, explosives. etc. 

COMBATIN Cull ()/Cthlllhll isclcarl)' designed to 
be twO ulings: qUick and dangerous. Tradillon· 
all)" InvesligatOfS that 10 looking fera nlht more 

often than not return home on their ~llIelds (or. more to 
their era. in a body bag). II can sometimes be IIdVlilnla· 
geous fer invesligalors 10 consider weapons that are nOl 
designed to kill. 

For those players who wi&l! to maintain their lethahty, 
however, the root of the firearms system is simple: Did 
you hlL and, if you did, what was the result. While a 
plethora of new fireanns an: available 10 modc:m4ay In
veslilaton and cultISts alike, the practical differences be
tween such weapons and their predecesson, atleasl as far 
as damale is concerned, an: virtually nil. Guns sull work 
on the same pnncLplo-that of subjecting the tlUJel 10 • 

sudden and debilitating klnellc impact. While the 1990's 
afford a vanety of more effiCient ways to achieve thiS 
goal, the damage and difficulty of dOing so remain much 
as they did seventy Of so years ago. 

Mihtary weapons are now much lighter In weight and 
are generally fully alllomalJc. prOViding an awesome vol· 
ume of fire . Neither benefit IS particularly advantageous 
to an invest igator, however, since InvesligatOfS ",rely 
make 50-mile hikes with full pllCk, nor can they legally 
possess burst-firing guns. In a modem Cthulhu campaign, 
JUSt as in a 1920's campaign, firepower alone is caplble 
of solVing few investlgatonal problems. 

Illegal groups such as terrorists and cullJsts often mlY 
have access to submachlne guns and the like Since. unhke 
Investigators. they are outside nonnal sociely, hve hunted 
lives. and need nOl obey society's laws and standards. 

Non-lethal Weaponry 
Non-lethal weaponry is divided mlO three broad cllego
nu: Impact, elecuical,. and chemical. Although the de
viees In these call'gones radically differ, the IntenliOll m 
usmg them rematns the 5affit. Non-lethal welpORS are 
desIgned 10 hall and/or Incapacitate an allacker wilhout 
causing death. Death may mull through acCidental or 
malicious handling of these devices. however, and many 
JurisdictIOns requlI"t some son oflraining before allOWing 
cltitens 10 carry these devices. 

All non· lethal weapons work on lhe same pnnci
pies, causmg phySIcal, psychologIcal or physiologJcal 
effecu that rorce an opponent to cease and desIst. The 
physical effect IS almoSlllways pam, IndUCIng the psy
cholollCl1 effect of fear. PhYSiological effects vary 
from deVIce to deVice, but nonnally Iffecl the respIra
tory or nervous systems. 

IMPACT D~VICrs 

Impact devices are clubs, couched In I variety of shapes 
and names from the the come-along cosh or the tum of 
thiS century to the spnng-loaded upandmg ASP Tactical 
Baton. "The purpose of the device IS Simple Hit your 
opponenl before your opponent hits you, and do enough 
damage (or cause enOUlh pam) to force him to break off 
hIS attack. Most batons are made out of s teel and weigh 
anywhere from three to ten pounds, and many come With 
crossguards to protect agllRst knife ItlXks. Some are 
spnng-loaded, wers gr8Vlty-acIiVlilIf;:d. Almost all an:ex· 
ceplionally concealable. with rome as shon as 8~ and 
capable of telescOPing lO 26~ with a ni cic of the Wnll or 
the press of a bunon. lbese devices have become favored 
in cenam law enforcement circles as w~ll as with protec
tive services, and the 'Tolcyo Police CarT)' such expandllli 
metal batons as pan of their duty equipment. Easily ob
l8lnable, batons range from 530 to 560. depending on 
COlUtrucUon and mateoal!. 

1besc batons ha~e no difficulty brea.ktng "·ood. glus, 
ar bone, and can qUile easily cause cntieallnJUf)' or even 
death if used lnappropnatcly. It is Important to remember 
that the pnmary fun ction of a baton as a non-lethal 
weapon IS 10 k:eep hand· ta-hand anackers at bay, forcmg 
one's assailant 10 rematn out of arm's reach. 

Use Club skill: most balOns do Idg+db damage. lbey 
do not break, but malfunclJon on I 00 result. IndicalJng 
that the deVIce. has not opened or has collapsed. depend
IIIg on the Ci rcumstance. If the user has over 2O'It In hIS 
Club skill . extendmg a baton take5 no appn:ciable ume; 
otherwise III the round the baton IS first beIng deployed 
the user 's allacl: Lakes place at half OEX. All batons are 
designed to parry. 

ELECTRICAL DEVICES 

Electncal deViceS rail tnto three subsecllons: stunners. 
TASER's, and blinding flash guns 
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Stunners 
Stunners are hand-held devices made of high-impact 
plastic and are well insulated, commonly with rubber
ized gnps. Some are small enough to be held in a palm 
and concealable enough to be carried in a pocket with
OUI undue detection. Two blunt steel prongs are sel al 
one end of the device, and when the stunner is activated 
(normally by a toggle switch) a brief, powerful charge 
IS released, ranging anywhere from 40,000 to 120,000 
volts. some higher. Discharge is accompanied by a loud 
crackling sound and sometimes by blue sparks jumping 
from one contact to the other. Other models may also flash 
a bright bght, hindering an attacker at night (·10% from 
the attacker 's chance to hit the user with any hand-to-hand 
..... eapon). Most stunners use a slalldard nine-volt battery, 
although some models are rechargeable, useful for two to 
five minutes of contmual use. As mos t stunners only reo 
lease charges from one to five seconds in duration, you get 
a lot of bang for your buck. Stunners are available in a 
variety of models and colors, ranging from S30 to S80 per 
unL\. The legality of these devices is subject to local law 
enforcement preferences. 

To be effective the stunner must make contact with the 
targe!'s body. requiring a successful FistlPunch roll. Stun
ners do IIOt necessanly induce unconsciousness. Viclims 
may suffer confusion, weakness, loss of balance, disori
entation, and loss of muscle control for several minutes. 
Normal clothing does not protect against a stunner's ef
fect, but very thick clothing may (requiring a Luck roll). 
Damage is calculated on the basis of voltage according to 
the followmg table: 

Voltage Oilmilge 
40.000 to 90.000 VOlts 
90.001 to 140.000 Volts 
\40.00110 190,000 VOlts 
190.00\ to 240,000 VOlts 
240,001 to 290,000 VOlts 

And 110 on tor eaeh aGdItIoo 181 SO,OOO YOIts. 

,.,.. , ... .,.., ... 

When the stunner hits a target, match the target's CON 
against the result of the appropriate damage roll on the 
Resistance Table. If the target resists the stunner 's effect, 
he is stunned only for a number of combat rounds equal 
to half of the damage score, rounded down. If the wget 
resists the stunner with a special success (one fifth or less 
of the roll needed) he is stunned only for that round. lfthe 
target's CON is overcome, he is stunned for a number of 
rounds equal to the damage roll . If the roll is 96-00. the 
target must immediately reroll against the same damage; 
if the second roll also overcomes the target's CON, he dies 
of a heart attack. 

Incapacitated victims may be repeatedly stunned, but 
the effect only laslS for as long as the longest time rolled . 
Example: A mugger stunned three times for 8 minule$, 10 
minutes, and 16 minutes, respectively, remains incapaci. 
tated only ror 16 minutes. 

Stunners are only erfective against the following 
monsters from the Call of Clhulhu rulebook: deep ones, 
ghasts, gugs, sand dwellers, and serpent people. A mon
ster's natural armor is subtracted from the stunner's dam· 
age roll before matching the result against its CON. 

Mi-go are affected by stunners as well, but instead of 
being stunned they take Id6 damage from a hiL ....... 
Tasers work on the same principle as stunners, but with 
the added benefit of being deployable at range, albeit only 
up to six feet. TASER stands forThomas A. Swift Electric 
Rine, named after the intrepid science fiction adventurer 
himself. A cumbersome and hard to conceal pistol.like 
device, when the trigger is pulled, the laser fires two 
cen·propelled probes that remain attached to the pistol 
by wires. A current runs from the un it through the wires to 
the probes and, upon both probes contacting a target, 
completes a circuit sending upwards of 250,000 volts 
through the body of the victim. However, in order to stun 
a target, the trigger mustl'(:main depressed. If the trigger 
is li fted before the probes make contact, no charge is sent. 
Tasers are bailer)' powered, generating enough power for 
one to three minutes of use, and the probes must be re
loaded after each ShOL The C02 canisters are good for 
roughly ten shOll. 

Taser damage is calculated the same way as stunner 
damage, with the same effects and liabilities. Addition
ally, the probes fired from a laser need not touch skin, 
as they arc electricity anywhere from 1.5" to r from 
thei r contacts. Thus, if the taser imbeds in clothing, 
there is still a good chance tha t the targe t will be 
stunned. Usage of a taser requires knowledge of the 
Taser skil l. Completing a course in taser usage, avail
able only through law enforcement agencies and cer· 
tain protec ti ve serv ice o rganizations, grants an 
investigator a base 20% in the skill . 

RUnning about S500, often more for different makes 
and models, purchase and possession of a laser is re
stricted to the law enforcement community. 



BllndiDt FIa,h Gun, 

Blinding flash guns are flashlight.like devices that emit 
extremely bright bursts of light intended 10 temporarily 
blind and dazzle attockers. USIIbte only at poiru-blank 
range (00 lkill roll needed), a target is blilKied for 1d6 
rounds, with his vision obscurt:d for II subsequent 3d6 
combat rounds. While visioo is obscurt:d, all sight-ori. 
ented skills are halved. Each "shol" from a flash gun 
bums OUt its bulb, and a new bulb must be screwed in, 
taking one combat round. before it may be used again. 
1be batteries powermg these deviccs llI"e usable f« up
wards of thirty flashes, 

If a target knows that such a device is present, he 
may IIltempt to shield his eyes or turn hiS head. Give 
such an alen individual a Luck rolito avoid catching 
the flash. 

Blinding nash guns are only effective against the fol
lowing Mythos monsters from the Call of Cthulhu rule
book: byakhee, deep ones, ghouls, gugs, sand dwellers. 
serpent people, and shantaks. 

GhaslS and hunting hOfT"OB lake 1d6 damage from 
blinding flash guns dirteted agrunst them III point-blank 
range, Ilnd normally respond to wch an affront by attack
ing the individual wielding such II device. 

Blinding nash guns cost S130. with replacement 
bulbs running from $6 to $8 eoch. These weapons an: 
legally obUlinable, but an: becormng rarer faced with the 
growing mace, gas and stunner ITlIlrkelS. 

ClIEMlCAL DEVICES 

Chemiclli sprays arc now common in three forms
!nace, dyes and pepper gases-and Ille often avai lllble 
in combination. All work on identical principles of 
causing temporary blindness and generating fear in the 
target. However, mace. using II standard CN (telll gas) 
formula, does not cause respiratory distress. Tlllgets 
feel a tightness of the chest, but no actual physiological 
effect occurs. The target's eyes tear, and mstinctively 
he closes his eyes. This only aggravates the sensalion 
of fear already being experienced. Breathing changes 
as a result of this. As such, mace IS only effective when 
sprayed in an Individuals eyes, requiring I roll of 
OEXx5 to hit. A successful hit bhnds a vic tim automat
ically for Id6 minutes and obscures vision for another 
Id6 minutes after thai (halving all vision-oriented 
skills for the durnuon). Additionally, lhe target is incl
pacitated until roillng CON or lower on diOO. This roll 
may be allempted once-per round. Mace is restricted in 
severnl areas: 1\ is commonly sold, as II is to police, in 
small aerosol cllnisters that are easily concealed and 
can spray anywhere from 3' to 25', dependmg on lhe 
device. Mace sells for SIO to S30 IIccordingly. Mosl 
CIinS hold about thirty squins. 

Chemical dyes work on the same principle, with lhe 
additional effect thai the targel has been "marked" with 
an indelible dye thai will remain on the subjecl's skin 
for over a week, even after several washings. Chemical 
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dyes therefore need nOi hit the target In the eyes 10 be 
effective, as being tagged in this manner is often enough 
todrive off many common assailanlS. To hit a target m the 
eyes, the user must succeed on a DEXAS roll. Otherwise 
it is assumed that the target is marked unless he obtains 
a special on his Dodge roll . Being hit In the eyes blinds 
the larget for Id 10 rounds, and obscures vision for an
other IdlO rounds after thllt Chemical dyes are sold in 
aerosol canisters, are easily concealable, and ha"e an 
effective range of up 10 2S' . Most canisters contain 
enough dye to fire ten squirts. These run aboul S20. 

Pepper gas employs o/torts;" capsicum extracted 
from hot peppers: although this is found In nature, illS 
used in a concenU1l1ed form for these sprays. Pepper 
gas is an innammalory agent. and il huns, causing a 
burning sensation wherever it cont3C1S skin The victim's 
eyes swell shul and mucous producuon increases tre· 
mendously, constricting breathing Pepper gas i~ ex
actly that , a gas, and consequently subject 10 the 
vagaries of the weather. In close quarters II can spread 
OUI O\'er several targets grouped together, and may in 
fact blow back al the user. Highly concentrated, even 
minor exposure can incapacitate. The user must roll 
d 100 to successfully use the spray. On a result of96 10 
00, the user has been caught by some of the sprny. This 
should be modified as the: situation warranu. As pepper 
gas need nOt hit the eyes. assume anyone targeted In 

range is hit unleu he achieves a special resuil on his 
Dodge. Pepper las causes blindness and se\'ere respi
rnlory distress within one round of bemg hit and this 
continues for Ihe next 2d I 0 rounds. The target must 
make IWO CON rolls . Success indicates either or both 
the dUflllJons for bhndness and distress are hahed. Ad
ditionally, while In respiratory distress the target must 
succeed in another CON roll if he wishes to act In any 
way. Pepper gas is restric ted in some areas. and comes 
in a COIlCe:alable ae~1 canister, some as small as a 
ballpoint pen. Effective range is anywl'lere from 5' to 
[2' . Mosl camSlers contain enough for fifteen sprays. 
Prices range from S 10 to S3O. 
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Mace and pcppe!" gas arc effOCllve a,am.5tthe follow
Ing mOlmm from the Coli of Cthulhu rulebook, as are 
chelIUC&l dyes ~hen they hI! thI: eyes: Ihasts, ghouls, 
gUls. And d""'1:lIel"5 and serpent people. Old Ones and 
memben of [he Great Race arc partlilly Iffected by 
mace-they suffer no pam but arc bhnded. Since these 
laller enuues have effecuve non·vl5ual :oc:nses. reduce all 
vlSlon-onented skills by only 10'1> for 2d6 mmutes. Pcp
per 1M IS the only one of these that IS effecllve Igalnst 
deep ones. and then only mMmuch IS 11 may bhnd them 
for 1<16 minutes. 

firearms 
Tlbular CIlClones for the firearms table occur IS In the 
Coli o/Crhulhu firth edmon l'\lles ..... Ith two excepllons. 

1lle dollar COS! column now Includes the prIce of the 
gun and the cost of one round of the gun's ammunlUon. 
Normally. pistol cartndges come In 5O-round boxes, and 
nne cartndges come In 20-round boxes. A bo~ of .32 
automallC hullets nominally costs 520 (40~ a bullet). A 
20-round box of 444 Marlin ammo list5 It $19. 

Also added 10 the table 1.5 I column headed mal
functIon number With any Ittack dIe roll result equlI 
to or hIgher than the linng welpon's mllfunclJon num
ber. the firer's ",capon does nOl fire. If the welpon is I 
re'·ol~er or bolt·acllon nne. the problem 15 merely a 
dud round If the ",eapon IS an lutomatlc weapon. 
pump-Icu on, or lever·actlOn gun. then the malfunction 
1.5 I jam 

FIl:lng Ijam takes Id6 combat rounds plus I success
ful Mechalllcal Rep.illr or appropnate firearm sktll roll 
(i.e., one 's Rlne skill could Ii~ a Jammed nne. but not a 
Jammed pistol Of shotgun). The user ean keep trying until 
succeeding. or unlll dcstro)"mg the gun on a Mechamcal 
Repair result of96-00 

WhIle the chart hst.5 most of the firearm calibers 
a~allable today for pracllcal purpo~. the ~lIlstJcally 
Inclined .... lllnO\e omissions. From Ihll hst. hov .. ever.lt 
1.5 relauHly SImple 10 adapt a spectfic .... eapon nOI 
hued for lame usc InveSligalon and Keepers Inter
eSled JII uSIng ... eapons not hSled here are adVised [0 
find the nearest one or two comparable .... eapons that 
Ite hSled and apprO~lmale the appropriate statlstlcs ac
cordJIIgly. Someone 1IItcrcsted In equipping hIS OEA 
agent wlIh a Glock-17. for example, need only know 
the cahber of the gun In queslJon (9mm) and the num
ber of rounds It can clUT)' (seventeen plus one '"In the 
pipe") USing the hSI below, the nearesl comparlble 
... eapon IS the 9mm Parabcllum ..... hlch does Id 10 dam
age, fires thr« shots per round. and has I base range of 
20 yards. 

When finng bursts, the rellabllllY of a weapon de
creases by 3 percentiles. Thus. ""hen finngan M 16A2 on 
full-IutO, lhe gun Jams on a IdlOO result of 94-00; Its 
malfUlIClJon number IS then 94. 

HAl"ID<itmS 

.22 SHORT, W NG, 0,. WNG RIFL£: The .22 nmfire is 
one of the most WIdely used rounds 111 the world. Ind 
comes 111 the noted major vanelies. A revolver or lever·ac· 
lion nne whIch fires the long nne (LR) round can use all 
three rounds. Ci1:nerally, less expenslvc weapons fire the 
weaker rounds. Damage is identical for all 22 rounds, but 
mnge is nOI. The .22 round IS used JII all types of pistols 
and nfles. AutomalLc pIstols and non·lever-acuon rifles 
generally use only the LR shell. 

1lle Infamous "Saturday NIght Specials", banned III 
the Umted Stales III the mld-I970·s. ""ere moslly cheap 
.22 revolven whICh fired only the sbor1 round. Zip luns, 
used by street gangs lacklllg access to real handluns. 
usually fire a .22 round Some.22 revolvers hold nme 
rounds Instead of the usual S l~. These shghtly bigger 
handguns cost about SlO more than average. 

Rather than hst all the beWildenng dIvers ity of .22 
handguns avaJlable nowadays. few of whIch WIll be pop. 
ular among InvestIgators. a typical revolver and a stand· 
atd lever-act ion rine arc de.5crtbed. Keepers whose 
IIIveSl1gatOfS dcsue a wider varicty of .22'5 must pholle 
their local gunsllops for details. 

.22 MAGNUM: a more powerful .22 round, used JII 
both revolvers and nnes. A .22 Magnum revolvcrcan also 
fire regular 22 rounds 

.IS AUTOMATIC: These flat, mllllaiure aUlomallc 
pIstols arc excellenl "hideaway" guns.. sunable fOf secrel-
1111 In one's purse or hlp pocket E~cepung detTIngen, 
they are the smallest pistols avaIlable. 

.JO MAUSER: one of the firsl and most famous IUtl)
malic pistols ever madc. the "broom-handle'" mauscr. Its 
potent round has been used In a few other rather large 
automatic pistols. 

.J2: a cahber qUite popular III the 1920's: now of hllie 
appeal. though stlllavPltabie. Canndges forthe .32 revol
ver and automalJC differ and arc sold sepanuely: the two 
types of ammumllon arc nOllnterchangeable. 

.357 MAGNUM: popular among pohce as well as 
clvthans The; well made Colt Python ( ... hich COlts about 
$650) IS the best· known gun finng thll round. Most .357 
Magnum revoh'~rs can also lire the .38 Special round. 
1llese guns an: bulky for shoulderholstcrs. though carnable 
that way. Rarely, uutomatJcs chambered fOf the .357 Mag
num can be found, at pnces double that of the revolver 
(aulo .357'5 hold seven rounds). 

.J8 A.UTOMA TIC: This caliber has been largely 5U' 
perseded by Ihe 9mm A vanety of smallish, fauly can
cealable 38 aUlomauC.5 are sull manufactured. The; .38 
aUIO 1.5 now mostly used In customized "speed shoolJng" 
compeuuon pmols. 

.J8 SPECIA L' one of the most common cahben 
used In AmenCI loday. In general. whenever a VIllain 
or hero displays a revolver on a TV cnme drama, 11 15 a 
.3g SpeCIal 

.4fJ Sol W: This modem caliber 15 used In semi-aull)
mDue pIstols; II IS a good balance (or compromise, nc· 



cordmg to some) between "stopping power". available 
shots. conlTOl. and accuracy. The .40 became popular 
wIth police, and several gun makers provide models In 
thiS caliber. Specific models mclude the AMT On DUlY, 
Berena Centunon, Browning Hi-Power .40 S&W, 
Glock 22 and 23, and Heckler & Koch P7MIO. The 
H&K P7M lOis specifically noteworthy as it works on 
a unique "squeeze-cocking" mechanism. making it 
fully functional for one-handed use: it is consequently 
popular among bodyguards and other protection spe
clahsts. The H&K P7 series also comes in 9mm, .380. 
.32 ACP. and .22 lR. 

.44 MAGNUM; one of the biggest handguns 
around 111ese huge pistols won't fit in shoulder holsters. 
but greatly Impress bystanders. An automatic pIstol fir
Ing a round titled the .44 Auto Mag IS sometimes avail
able (priced around S800 and hold 109 seven bullelS). 
The.44 Auto Mag performs similarly to the regular .44 
Magnum but is much less common and hence much 
more expensive. 

.45; The original .45 Col! was the gun that won the 
West. and these large caliber revolvers are still fine 
guns. 111e .45 automatic is the famed U.S. Army pistol. 
which IS big. heavy. old. proven. lough. and durable. 
Many other .45 automatics are available. most similar to 
the Army Colt. 

9mm PARA- BELLUM; probably the most popular 
chamber sizc in the world. The famous Luger pistol 
fired such a camidge. An enormous variely of 9mm 
automauc pistols exist. and many police departments 
have adopted this as their standard caliber. Most sub
mach me guns. such as the Uzi. also use the round. 
Investigators willing to pay S 1000S 150 more than aver
age can get fine qualtty 9mm pistols with magazines 
holdmg fifteen bullelS or more. An occlSlonal 9mm 
"pIstol" With a magazine holding twenty or even thiny 
canridges IS available! These latter arc generally altered 
submachme guns modified for sale to clvlhans, and are 
faIrly Inaccurate (I S-yard base range rather th.n the 
usual 20 yards). Recently. ten shots was ruled to be the 
maximum leg.1 capacity for any civlhan PistOl. How
ever. there are sti ll many fiftcen-shot guns available for 
legal sale. 

IOmm AUTOMATIC: This chamber size was de
veloped in the ever-expanding search for greater "stop
pmg power." The.40 S&W has largely eclipsed IOmm. 
but several weapon makers have chambered weapons 
In IOmm: SmIth & Wesson 1076 and Colt Delta Elite 
IOmm (both of which ~ere issued to FBI agents for a 
bnef lime). S&W 1006. Glock 20. Colt Double Eagle. 
and Colt Delta Commando IOmm. to n.me a few. This 
caliber provides a greater amount of stopping power 
Ihan the 9mm •. 40, or .45. but the added shell size 
reduces magazine capacity. although still granting a 
substantial number of shots. 
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SPECIAL AMMUNITION 
Ir'lV85VgltJrI IMY wish 10 __ ............. 01 .... many 
ce-BI'ant typee ofllfl'll'lUMlon hi can b.- pulct ..... lew ....... 
t~ WId "oop-kIIer'" TeI\orH:Oal'" ~ .. a 

availabla through spadaIty r4lS8lfws at a """ libnt In· 
CfN.Sa In OM! ov..-~ bulelS. on aV8faQ8 $5 to $10 
mora pat' box as oomparad 10 Ihe normal caIlIar cost. 
tron-ple«:lng bullall >MIl PlI" Ihrough llueeot Level I WId 
2 annor, but are Aopp8d III LIMII 3 or highef. Teflon 
buleta wi only b.- IIOpp8d by Threat LIMII "annor All 
~ from r- buhtllI at ·2. 10 a rTWimum oIt HI 
Point 01 darMgtI. as !hey are mora ap! 10 pasa anIItd 
Ihrough thW *VM WId oonsequanIIy transtar .. II'aU

nwallc ..-..rgy. 
The 0 ...... SIIlaly Slug II an excapIIonaIy laltlel 
~ noIIow ne .... round ~ II selactIOfl 01 ahoI 
In liquid Tanon. designed to b.- relea.ad on imJ*:I. The 
attYantagu 01 IN. lOUnd ara IWO-loId: first. Iha round 
almost _, rk»chalS. III Impact Iragmanll Iha buIIat 
Illmosl compIately. tl.rwlening au of Jt. anergy 10 III 
target; .aconcI. tha damage Is homfic. A wound from e 
GlaHl' Safely Slug III c:ooslOa.ed 99% tethal. _"l1'l.I1 
wound waa 10 an Il!tramity. and illhe liquid Tellon eo
tars Ihe bIoodatream. 1M ,nulls are a/mOIl always 
talal Due to tI'MiIr M\I.III. Glaser Saflly Slugs ara c0m

pletely ItOpped by ....... 11 However. succ.sslu! hots do 
an IIddI1ionaI '"" Hit PWlta 01 damage at doA rl/"lQl. 
lowering to +2 at INdium and no bonus at Iong_ GlaHI' 
Salily Slugs are hard to coma by, v..-, elq)8fl~ 
ward. 01 S50 pal bol_nd unavailable In CIi~baB 
below .38. 

RlJ'LES 

Many of the weapons dcscnbed here (such as the .30 
carbine) were once standard Army issue, but are now 
considered obsolescent or unfashionable and are rele
gated to gunshops and to the Third World. 

.11 REMINGTON: a super-high veloctly TIne 
intended for shooting vanmnts. It shoots a very light. 
nat-lraJectory bullet al the highesl velocity of any com
mercial round. 

.22: See descnp(ion or the .22 handgun. 

.22 MAGNUM: The rine described IS • lever-acuon 
carbine. Bolt-action rines are also made. These have 4. 
round clips, cost about SI90. and have a fire rale or 112. 

.220 SWIFT: like the .17 Remington. a gun generally 
considered. varmint nne. Perceptive investigators. bow· 
ever. may recognize thaI thiS high-velocity firearm IS 

powerful and exceptionally accurate. 
.30 CARBINE: OTllmally the MI and M2carb1ncs or 

World War II. The regular Anny eventually declam:! the 
round too weak for mihtary tasks. but before then lens of 
thousands or soldiers enjoyed its light recoil .nd ease of 
use. Various states' National Guards maintam .30 car· 
bines, as do the armies of Japan, Korea. Melieo. the Ptlll· 
ippines, Taiwan . Morocco. elc. Several pohce forces 
outside the U.S. employ such weapons. 
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Assault Rifles 
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.JO-06 GARAND: The MI Gamnd was the standard 
U.S. Army nfie m World Wat II and the Korean War. It 
lim the same cartridge u the .30-06 Spnngfield. II 
proved reliable, sturdy, and accurate. Thanks to it, an 
average American soldier had firepower twice or three 
umes Wt of his Gennan or Japanese foe. After the war. 
use of thiS nfle spread all over the world. It is $1m being 
manufactured, and is purchased nCM only by civilians but 
by U.S. National Guards. Greece. the Philippinu, Tai
wan. 'TLIftey, several Lalln American countries, ctc. The 
Itahan army uses a version of II rechambcred to take the 
standard NATO 1.62mm round (which, in game terms. IS 
Identical to the Garand JO.06 round). 

. J0-.06 SPRINGFIELD: the standard U.S. Army rifle 
unlll World War II . also used by the Mannes dunng most 
of the war. It IS a fine. accurate gun. and has long been 
aVIII lable to clvlhans. 

.JD-JO WINCHESTER: a lever-aclloncarbtne With a 
good sU'OIlg round. It was Immonali1.Cd in the TV westem 
The Rifleman. 

.JOO WINCHESTER MAGNUM .. Recently the West 
German army did a senes ofteslS in an attempt to find the 
most accurate canridge possIble for a high-tech snIping 
rine. They concluded that the .300 Winchester Magnum 
was the best round for the job. Ordinary hunllng nfles 
finng thiS cartndge can easily be obwned. 

.3DJ ENFIELD: 11l1s is a reliable. powerful nne used 
by the British in the two world wars , The Enfield rincean 
be found allover the world In both military and sponing 
VClSlons. II IS sull official ly employed in a few Common
wealth lerritones. 

. J75 " & H: lhe most common big·game rine. It is nOI 
50 huge as to be grossly unWIeldy. and the canridges are 
nOi so ndiculously ellpenSlVe as the bIgger magnum 
rounds. If your investigators buy safan nnes wuh 
which to shoot Cthulhu monsters. the odds are good that 
they'll walk out with .315 H&H·s. or possibly .444 Mar
Ims. 1bese tWO are the heaViest guns nonnally available 
I t gunshops_ 

.J78 WEATHERB Y: The Weatherby gunsmiths, lo
cated In England. produce a line of high-quality, high
priced. heavy-dulY nfles and a Ime of special rounds 
made only for their rines. Weatherby guns are excellent, 
but one must go to a specialty shop 10 find them. 

.44-4fJ CA M lNE: This 15 a lever-attlon carbine with 
• history dating back 10 the days of the Wild West. Many 
of the Sioull waniors who defeated Custer's cavalry at 
Little Big Hom used such carbines. 

. #4 MA-RUN: This IS , quite SImply, the mosl 
powerful le,·er·acUon rifle around. It is often IlSed for 
blg.game hunting. 

.458 WINCHESTER MAGNUM: thcbiggest Ameri
can·made huntiOg rine. It fires the second most powerful 
spenlng round 11\ the world, exceeded only by the .460 
Weatherby Magnum. 

.460 W£A,THERlJYMAGNUM: the heaviest Weath
erby nfle. and. true elephant gun. Unfortunately. as with 

all the Weatherby line, they are available only in a scatter
mg of gunshops. 

8mm MAUSER: The 98K rine lIlJIled Germany duro 
ing both world wan and was sold all over the world to 
armies. paramiliwy forces, police. and civi lians. It is m il 
secn today, though il is no longer manufactured. 

MI4: Chosen in 1951 to l'eplace the older M I Garand. 
tthe MI4 is actually very similar, its 7.62mm NATO am
mumtion is a ballistic neat-twin to the Garand's .30-06 
rounds. However, the M 14 is capable of semi· and fully 
automatic fire . 1llcre have been many variations, such as 
a sniper model and one with a folding stock. Almost 
1,400.000 M14's have been made. 50 they can be found 
almost everywhere . 

SKS C4rbin~: The first Soviet weapon 10 fire their 
1 .621139mm cartridge, the Samoluydanyi Karabin 
Simonova was manufactured in huge numbers: even 
though 11 is no longer in service in Russia. it has been used 
by almost every Communist country in the world. 1be 
semi·automatic SKS is simple. strong, and easy to use. 
and has a one-piece wooden stock and a built-in bayonet 
which pIVots beneath the barrel. Chinese and Yugoslavian 
copies are common. 

SHoroUNS 

Most contemporary shotguns are pump-actJon or semi· 
automatic. The guns on the table are assumed to be pump
action. Semi·aulomalic shotguns cost about 50% more 
than their pump-action counterpartS, carry up to seven 
rounds in their magazines, and jam on an attack roll rcsu.lt 
of99-OO (98·00 for 12-gauge weapons) . 

ASSAULTKII'lZS 

We hen:classify modem-style military rifles. Pnccs given 
are for semi-automatIC civi lian versions of thcsc weapons. 
Some of these guns have no such versions: for them, no 
prices are listed. 

).1(47 or A-KM: the most popular military rine of the 
1960's and ·70·s. 1t uses the Soviet 1 .62mm bullet. It is still 
deployed In vast quantities by Third World armies around 
the globe. Eastern European soldiers and second line S0-
viet troops use I slightly revised vers ion, the AKM, which 
is identical to the AK-41 in game terms. 

AX-U: the modem Soviet rifle, firing a 5.45mm 
round. This weapon is not available commercially. nor has 
11 yet been used outside of Russia. It is included only on 
the chance thlll investigators get milled up with Soviet 
first line troops (which God forbid) . 

BA RRETT MODEL 82: an enormous weapon 
(weighing 3:5 pounds and over five feet long) originally 
designed as a semi-automatic sniper'S weapon for the 
U.S. Army. It fires the colossal .50 caliber Browning rna· 
chine gun round. and can be purchased on the civilian 
markel. Investigators who want the most ridiculously 
powerful Bun possible may desire to punish themselves 
by purchasing this monster. It has a bipod and a scope 
permanently mounted on iL It cannot be fired from I 



standing position, for obvious reasons. One reasonable 
mve5tigatorial use for this weapon would be to swivel
mount it on a small boat or cross.(;()Unuy verucle. 

ENFIELD 1.85: the newly adopted British standard 
army rine. It appcars to be a rather nice weapon, firing the 
.223 round, though it r;;enainly looks anw::hronistk seen 
carried by the Royal Guard. 

FN FA4 G-J: The FN is a Belgian weapon. and one 
of the most popular mlhtary nnes in the world. It has been 
shghtly eclipsed by the similar West German G-l Both 
Guns use the 7.62 NATO cartridge. Between the twO of 
them. these guns are found on every contment. employed 
by 74 nations as different as Australia, Bangladesh, Melt
ico. Norway, and Zambia. 

GA U L' the modern Israeli rine, which IS loosely 
based on the AK-47. It has become renowned because it 
IS one of the few Western nflts whkh has been proven In 

action, It uses a .223 round. The mihtary venion of the 
Galil has a 35· round magazme, 

M16: The standard American assault rine got its 
baptism of fire in Vietnam. Its canndge. the _223 
Remington, IS becoming the standard NATO round. 
The newest version of the M 16. caUed the M 16A2, can 
only fi re single shol5 or 3·round bunts. To Simulate the 
greater r;;ontrol this gives . increase the user's attack 
chance by 20 percentiles (instead of the nominal 15) 
when shoollng off bursl5. 

51G510, Slg1lol57: The Stgw 57 is the standard SWiS5 
Army rine. The SIG 510 was developed from it and is 
IdenticaJ In game terms except for caliber. The gUlls have 
been sold to Chile and BolLvia. The SIG 510 uses the 
standard Nato round (7.62mm), but the Stgw 57 uses a 
7.'smm bullel made only in Switzerland. 

STEYR AUG: an Austrian wcapon of unusual ap
pearance. Venions are made with many different bar
rels Intended for use as submw::hine guns, carbines. 
nnes, and even tight machine guns. The rifle venion is 
the only one available for the Civilian market, and is 
described here. With il5 Iransparent magazine. a user 
can tell al a glance how many bullets it has left. It uses 
the .223 bullet. 

SUBMACHINE GUIIIS 

BERE17A PM 12: The Model 12 is pretty-looking (for a 
sub machine gun). It is used by armies scattered across 
Africa and South America. It IS also the standard suhma
chine gun of the Italian Anny. As with most modern sub
machine guns, il fires a 9mm round. 

HECKLER &. KOCH MPS: A submachine gun which 
IS more accurate than mosl weapons of il5 ilk.. It was used 
extensively by West German anti-terrorist forces and can 
be seen in the hands of other European police unil5 as 
well. Some of these weapons have a burst control device 
fined. causing them 10 fire either single-Shot or in 3·round 
bunts. Because of its unusual accuracy when firing ].. 
round bursts, the user 's chance to hit is increased by 20 
percentiles rather than IS percentiles, just as with the U.S. 
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Army M 16A2. It uses the 9mm round. An clltremely 
small venion of the MP5 (the MPSK. only 13" long) IS 
available. It is intended 10 be hidden inside I pocket, 
briefcase. or glove companment. This venlon IS Kienocal 
to the normal venion exeept thaI Its magazine nonnaJly 
holds only fifteen rounds. The MP5SD is a suppressed 
version, available only to police and military personnel. 
1be MPS can also be had in .4001' IOmm_ 

INGRAM MAC-IO: ThIS compact and siurdy rna· 
chine pislol is only II - long with 115 wire stock folded 
up. The most common version fires the 9mm Parabel · 
lum round, but another model is also available which 
fires Ihe.45 CO[llutomalic round. The.45 calIber guns 
do Idl0+2 damage. ha\'e a range o f 20 yards. carry 
thiny rounds in the magazine , and only fire one shot per 
round in single-shot mode. ThIS gun is specially de
signed to accept an unconvenlional type o f Silencer 
(caJled I suppressor) which docs not reduce the bullet 's 
range. Ordinary Silencers can also be fitted to the 
MAC- IO, bUI a MAC suppressor canno t be used on any 
other gun. 

INGRAM MAC·I I: This is quJle Similar 10 the MAC-
10. but IS even tinier. It fires the .38 automauc round. is 
less Ihan 9" long. and can be camed m a large shoulder 
holster. Both 16- and 32-round magazines are available 
for thIS gun. The 32-round magllllnes cannot be used in a 
shoulder holster. A Single-shot clvlhan "crsion is avail
able. As with the MAC-10, a suppressor is available but, 
of course, it is illegal for Civilian use. 

MADSEN: a Danish submachlnc gun finng a 9mm 
builet. It was exported heavily to Latin America and 
Southeast Asia in the 1950·s. It is Simple and rehab Ie. bul 
cannot fire single shOl5---()I'Jly bursts. 

MINI-UZI: This weapon is exactly the same ilS the 
Uzi, except that iI's smaJlcr. With the stock folded and 
loaded With a 20-round magazine JI can easily be coo
cealed under a COlt. but It can also acc:ept the UZI 'S 25-
and 32-round magaZines. An even smaller version. the 
MicrC)-. Uti, is comparoble in size to a MAC-II and Wilt fit 
under a jacket. 

5KORPION: I Czechoslovakian machine pistol 
which is supplied to paramilitary and mlhtary forces in 
various nations connected with the Soviet Umon. It is 
quite small and light, and can be carried in a shoulder 
holster. Unusual for an East European weapon. the Skor
pion fires the .32 automa\JC round. 

STERUNG: Ihe standard Bnush submachille gun. It 
is reliable and compact, keeping true 10 the British tradi
tion in firearms, and fires a 9mm round. This submachine 
gun is used by several U.S. police forces. Aseml-aulomat
ic yen ion is also made for police use, as I sort of long
range PiStOl. 

STERLING MP: a tiny version o f the standard Ster
ling made for use by commandos or police SWAT tel1J1S. 
It also fires a 9mm round. 

UZI: This Israeli submachillegun was developed in 
the 1950's and 15 still c()Dsidered one of !he best, most 
reliable 9mm SMG's in existence. It is exceptionally 
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compact owmg to the fact that the magazine feeds into 
the weapon's pistolgrip-a design feature which makes 
one-handed fire very manageable. It has a folding 
stock. and its gnp safety ensures that the weapon will not 
fire if dropped. 

SCO~ AI'ID LASER SIGHTS 

SCOPES: Iron sights are fine against close targets, but 
telescopic Sights are needed for long-range shooting and 
sniping. Effective scopes can be purchased for $100 for 
both nfies and handguns. These typically double the 
weapon's base range. ootl\Qt the range multiples past thaI. 
For instance. when used on a rifle with a l()()..yard base 
range. the attacker could use his full attack skill up to 200 
yards away. His skill percentage would then be halved for 
ranges from 200 to]OO yanls, halved again at ]00 to 400 
yards. and so fonh . S!;opes can only be used when firing 
smgle shots (no burslS or full-auto). 

Higher quality S!;opcs of greater magnification and 
price increase the base range further, tripling it for 5200. 
quadrupling it for $400. and quintuphng It for S800. 

Modem scopes come with a variety of perks. from 
acquisition dots which allow greater speed in aiming 
(aimed shots take place at DEl( rather than half DEX) to 
automatic wind and range gauges (reduce modifiers for 
enVironment). Many scopes are now "shock-proof'. mak
Ing it very difficult to kn()!;k the sights out of alignment 
with casual bumpmg or dropping. However, such shock
proof devices will be OUt of alignment often if the weap
ons they are mounted on are treated capriciously. Unless 
the scope is specified to be shock-proof. assume any sub
stantial contact knocks the scope out of alignment. If the 
S!;ope js shock.proof. a Lu!;k roll should determine 
whether or not the scope remams ahgned. When out of 
alignment. the KOpe becomes little more than an expen
Sive telescope, and is absolutely useless as a gunsight. 
Rcslghung a scope IS difficult to do, requiring exact sta
bility for the weapon and predsc knowledge of the ranges 
involved. For this reason, most $(:Ope sighting is per· 
formed at firing ranges. 

Many scopes are available with light amplification 
or night vision enhancements, allowing the user to ac
qUiTe a target and sight in near total darkness. These 
scopes commonly rcqulre battery power of some son. 
and, depending on the demands placed on the scope and 
the quality of the deVice, the batteries WIll run down in 
four to eight hours. These devices work on the principle 
of light amplification from the surrounding area and 
require some source of light (starlight. moonlight) to be 
of any use at all. In total darkness they are absolutely 
ineffective. These devices are available from 51.400 to 
56.000. depending on range capabilities, abilities, and 
additional perks. 

Scopes ean be fitted to almost any weapon manufac
tured. mc:luding shotguns. although some weapons are 
more suiled to the addition than others. A scope on a 
machine gun will quickly be knocked out of alignmenl 
and is. in truth, pointless. as machine guns aren't used for 

accuracy so much as rate of fire. Scopes on shotguns are 
of dubious merit, as any~ possible range benefits are 
quickly discounted by the dispersal of the shO(o Scope
mounted pistols cannot be holstered without either re
moving the scope or entirely destroying its alignmenl. 

LASER SIGHTS.- Available for mounting on any 
weapon, laser sights project a red spot of light onlO the 
place the shot will strike when fired. This adds 5 percen
tiles to the user 's chance to hit at all ranges except point
blank, and raises aimed shO( acquisition as well (increase 
the user's DEX by +2 for all shots fired). Operated by a 
pressure switch which in some models !;an be placed 
anywhere on the weapon (rather than just the trigger), 
laser sights have effective ranges from 100 10 500 yards. 
'The batteries for these sights are usable for one 10 ten 
hours, depending on make and model, before they need to 
be replaced. 

Laser sights COSt anywhere from S 100 to 5500. For 
530 special holsters are available for handguns using 
these sights. 

Keepers may wish to offer a In Lu!;k roll 10 notice if 
a laser sight is trained on someone else, and a 1/4 Luck 
roll to notice a laser sight trained on oneself. 

SUPFRESSORS 

Suppressor is the actualtenn fot what is commonly called 
a "silen!;e(', a name made popular by the media. 
Suppressors are iIlcgal. All suppressors must be oblained 
from the underground market or made at home. Interest
ingly. do-i t.yourself suppressor kits can be purchased and 
these. for arcane !;onstitutional reasons, are legal in many 
U.S. areas. though making and USing suppressors with 
them is not. 

Suppressors are long, thick tubes attachable to the 
mU1.zles of firearms. They are used solely to muffle the 
sounds of gunshots. These devices work by using a series 
of barnes both to slow down the bullet and to mume the 
noise made by its firing. As a suppressor is used, these 
barnes are weakened and then ruined, and the gun gradu
ally becomes louder and louder. After a hundred shots or 
so (fewer if using powerful cartridges like the 9mm para
bellum or .45 ACP) the suppressor is wonhless.1t must be 
unscrewed and replaced. 

Suppressors halve a gun's range. A suppressed .]8 
au tomatic. for instance. has a basic range of7.5 yards. 

Not all guns can take a suppressor. Most revolvers 
and autOmatic weapons, for ins tance, cannot. Nor
mally. a gun's barrt!1 must be specially prepared, 
though a few guns (notably the Ingram MAC· I I) come 
with barrels spedally th readed for th is purpose. Su~ 
pressors only work on comparatively low-powered bul
lets. A suppressed M-16 rine. for instance, is nol only 
ludi!;rous but impossible. Many modern submachine 
guns have spe!;ially made suppressed versions for cov· 
en operations. Some even fire bullets specially made 
for suppressed work. 



Suppressors cannot be used in conjunction with 
holsters. Up to ten inches long, suppressors are normally 
carried separately and then screwed on to the gun 
before firing. 

Nonnal price for a suppressor on the underground 
mmet, usuming one can be found at all. IS aboot $200. 
A do-it-yOUl$elf kit COSIS about $100, but both successful 
Mechanical Repair and Handgun skill rolls are needed to 
make and fit the device correctly. 

Suppressors cannot be filled to shotguns. However, a 
special silent shotgun round. called the Teleshot, is manu· 
factured, and persistent investigators might be able to get 
hold of some. 1bey are noc illegal to own or fire, are made 
for 12-gauge shotguns only, have a IO-yard range, and do 
only IdS damage. 

OREMDE LAlmCIfERS 

The M79 "B looper" loola and operates rather like a huge 
single.barreled. break-action shotgun. This device is in 
use with many nations. II must be reloaded afiereach shot 
hence the low rate of fire. Theexplosive grenade docs 3d6 
basic damage with an explosive radius of 2 yards. In 
addition. a wide variety of varicolored smoke and flare 
rounds are available. The Grenade Launcher skill (base 
chance 25") is used to fire a Blooper. 1be user's chance 
10 hit is nonnally doubled. since the tuget isn't the 
enemy himself, but the ground near his feet If the user 
misses. randomly detennine where the round lands (ld6 
yards away 15 a reasonable amount), as the ellplosion may 
sti ll injure the IMget. A malfunction indicates that the 
grenade is a dud and either docs not lire or docs not 
ellplode upon landing. 

EXft..OSIVr..s 

Explosives have improved greatly since the 1920's, be· 
coming5lfer to handle and in some cases more powerful. 
Modem explosives are unavailable 10 the common clti· 
un, and can only be acquired by licensed Individua1s for 
approved uses. such as mining or construction work. 1be 
military makes great use of explosives. which infre
quently lind their way ontO the black market. Criminally 
inclined chllBCters may have some connections in that 
area. Generally, though, ellplosives are difficult to acquire 
and illegal 10 possess. 

The Keeper should not feel pressured by these explo
sives rules. They are guidelines for his use, and not the 
players'. They are false hope in the hands of wishful 
investigators. Many Mythos entities are impervious to 
these weapons. Imagine the investigators' alann when the 
Star Spawn catches the suck or dynamilt: and swallows it 
down in two gulps, 10 no apparent detriment Keep in 
mind that these items arc highly restricted; owning them 
is nearly as criminal as using them. Simply denying inves
tigators access is one way to regulate their use. And then 
what is available through the black market or other dis
reputable channels is likely to be improperly manufac-
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tured or aged beyond rellabihty, ma1ung the explOSIVes 
unstable Of underpowered. 

ExplOSives usually make use of two elements: the 
main charge, and the primer charge that 15 used to 
ignite the maIO explosive. Professionally manuflc
lured explOSives are quite stable. and cannot be set 
off through friction or Impact. Electrically detonated 
blasting caps arc commonly used for thiS purpose. 
There Cltist some military plasllc compounds that are 
moldable into any shape and arc extremely stable. 
unless sct off by a directly applied electric charge. 
Use the C·4 stallSllCS (see chart) to represcnt their 
blast effect. 

Electncally detonated exploslvcs can be directly 
wired to a battery SWitch. a tnner switch, Of even a radio
activated SWitch. The Electncal Repair sktilis Il$Cd to fig 
up one of these types of switches. Failure Inthcates the 
switch does not wOfk whcn activated. while a malfunction 
result (from the table on page 25) means the mvcsllgator 
muSI roll on the F.xplo5lves Malfunction Tahle. The 
Keeper may wish to make thiS roll himself, to preserve the 
suspense of the monlent. 

Fuses can be used 10 set off some types of explosives. 
With these a length of safety fuse tcnnmalCS m a small 
detonating charge, which sets off the main charge In the 
same manner as a blasung cap. Fuses can be cut to spe
cific lengths that bum 10 a known amount of time, from a 
few seconds to several mmutes. 

An invesugalor requires Id6+5 minutes to emplace an 
explosive charge and set the primer charge and fuse or 
wire. AI this lime he makes his Mechanical or Electrical 
Repair roll and detennines any malfunction. The explo
sives can be detonated at any time after that. 

~OSIVes MalfuhCUon Table 
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Invariably some Investigator Wishes to eontrlve 
homemade explosives. This is a very dangerous endeavor. 
Both successful ChemiStry and Mechanical Repau rolls 
are necessary to do thiS. A 98-00 10 either roll resullS In. 
workroom expl05ioo. Homemade bombs can be ignited 
either electrically or With a fusc , In the usa! manner. Use 
the pipe bomb statistics. 

For thrown explosives. such as a dynamite Slick or a 
grenade, the Throw ski11 detennines the chance of suc
cess. FOf missed throws. roll Id6 to detcnnine the direc· 
tion from the target that the explosive lands. Roll a second 
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ld6 for the number of met en away from the wget which 
the explosive comes to rest, 

Damage for explosp,es is given with a radius. The 
damale done decreases by Id6 for each Increment of 
the stated distance belween the explosive and the tar
gel. To detenmne damale to a tarlet, roll the appropri. 
ate explosIves damage separately for each targel within 
the radIUS 

'1'be radn given should not be treated as hard·and·fast 
rules. Cm::umsances can acl 10 Increase or decrease lhe 
blast. For example, a dyarnlle stick bumed In the ground 
would have almost no radius, while covenng Doe in a 
small amount of loose gravel would increase lIS radius. 
'1'be Keeper WIll have 10 use hiS Judlement to delennioe 
the aclual dfecu of a blasl . 

Nuclear Weapons 
What about nukes? They're clearly the most deslnJCtive 
weapons avai lable 10 m:lnkind. Shouldn't even the horrors 
of the Mythos take pause before uyinl 10 deStrOy a species 
With such awesome nught? Not necessanly. MllIlY of the 
Great Old Ones must chortle In glee at such self-destruc· 
tive power. 

Nuclear wt:apons are, of course, completely inaccessible 
to Investlgal(lfS. Such lIr'Capoas cannot. desptte media sug· 
gesuoos.. be home-made or Slo\en-numerous slolled and 
dedicated groups have tned for decades to obtain such 
bombs. All have faded. invcsugatcnare unlikely tos'K"O"Cd 
where weU funded fanatICS ha\'e failed, 

Even SO, II is POSSIble 10 nnaglOe situauons in which 
nuclear bombs may be used In Calf of C,huJM. Perhaps the 
mveSltgators have managed 10 contact and warn the mUltary 
of a nallOI1 posscssmg nuclear weapons. Would the military, 
If despentte enough, reson to nuclear explosIOnS 10 S&\'C the 
world? Only the Keeper can answer this question. II is diffi· 
cul l, however, 10 Imagine a Slluauon In which non·nuclear 
weapons couk! not answer the need as effectively and with 
less cost in bfe and ume. 

1be final question 15 always. "What happell5 when we 
nuke CthulhuT 11le answer is, of course. "He rdonns fifo 
teen minutes later. BUI now he's mdioactive!" 

Obtaining Fully Automatic 
Weapons 
Investigators are likely to desi re fully automatic weap
ons, if only for lhelr rather spectacular effecl when 
poslnl In Ihe mnTOr In the 1920's lommy luns could 
be purchased at Sears &. Roebuck, but since thai lime 
the law has moved In. and such weapons are no lonler 
easllyaccculble. 

Fcderallaw pcnnlU pnvale ownership of fully auto
II'\3UC weapons by collectors. 10 obWn such weapons, a 
suict procedure must be followed. 

STEP ONE: For sevenl years now, il has been illegal 
tn the U,S.A. 10 manufacture or Impoo any new fully 
automatic weapons for civilian use. The investilalor must 

find a previously registered fully automatic weapon 
whose owner wishes to sell. This is perhaps less difficult 
than it mighl be, since several gun suppliers own such 
registered weapons and are willing to sell or buy al any 
time. However, the investIgator 's choice is always lOinl 
to be limiled. The lun supplier is unlikely to have even a 
half-doun fully automatic O/eapons for sale at anyone 
time and, of course, pnvale owners rarely wish to scll 
more than a single gun, 

STEP TWO: Assuming the investigator has found a 
regislered fully autoll'\3lic weapon which IS for sale, he 
mUSI now scnd an application plus $200 to the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms to gain a Class 3 Collec· 
tor's Permil. 

STEP THREE: Once the application has been made, 
the investilalor musl wait six to eight weeks for it 10 be 
approved or disapproved, lfhe has ever been convicted of 
any felony or certain misdemeanors (violence or drug. 
connected violalions), it is automatically disapproved. A 
pennil can also be refused for olher reasons: An investi · 
lator who has spent lime in an asylum, for instance, is 
unlikely to receive a permit. 

STEP FOUR: If the pennit is approved, the investi
galor still may not be able lelally to own a fu lly aUlomalic 
weapon. He must now fulfill any state or city laws which 
apply. Generally, these are much more rilorous than 
federal laws, In California, for instance, regardless or fed
erallaw, private ownership of fully automatic weapons is 
not permitted, (It is possible even in California to make a 
special appeal to gain such pennission, though the proc. 
ess is involved.) 

STEP FIVE: If the inveslilalor manages 10 fulfill 
all state and federal oblilations, all he needs now is 10 
purchase the weapon, if il 's still for sale after all the 
delay. It is illegal for the investigator to take the 
weapon out of his home except when traveling 10 a 
regislered firing range. The weapon may not be loaded 
except within Ihe investigator 's home or al the firinl 
range, It may be iIIelal to fire the weapon at home, 
depending on local laws. Finally, the investigator must 
get special government clearance each lime he takes 
the weapon out of Slate . 

• Unsurprisingly, full ·aulO firearms are utremely ex
pensive. Here are some sample prices: M- 16 $1200; 
used Uzi SMG $650, new Uzi SMG $2000; Galil rine 
$700; AK·47 $ISOO; MG· 34 machine gun $2400; 
M·60 machine lun 52300 10 $4000; Browning L·30 
machine gun $2200; Sten SMG $150 to $8000 (de
pendinl on quality); Ingram MAC· I I $400. 

Concealed Weapons 
Legally carryinl a concealed weapon is deceptively easy, 
An investigator must demonstrate a valid reason for 
needing a concealed weapon and obtain a pennit from his 
city police department, This pennit is good in otbercities, 
but it must be obtained from the cily in which the investi
gator resides. 



Customarily. the police do not ISsue concealed 
""-c-lpO/l permits to InyOflC whom they do not know. Cer
wnly no felon or suspected felon could obtain such I 
permlt_ Each police department has its own pnlCllec.s be
yond thiS. and the actual proportion of permits Issued 
vanes enormously from city 10 city. San Francisco and 
Oakland an: only seven miles apan. and Oakland has half 
the population of San Francisco. However. San Francisco 
has Issued len than half I dozen concealed weapon per
mits. while Oakland has issued se~raI hundred. 

As • practical maliC!', a concealed weapon can be used 
for lutle that an unconcealed weapon (worn on the hip. 
say) could not do just as well. 

Breaking The Law 
Player-Invesugators may wish to obllm illegal fire
arms. especially fully automallc weapons. If they al
tempt this. the Keeper is perfectly within his nghu 10 

give them grief. 
Until 1980-1981. a moderate sale of illegal wcapons 

operated wlthm the United l)latcs. Then a major cmck
down came: 1l\e little pipelines funnehng weapons out of 
milllary bases were closed and the dealers and buycrs 
themselves were ImposoDCd en masse. TodlY. despite 
dcPICIlOllJ m television and film. "is practically ImpossI
ble to purchase Illegal fully automabC weapons wlthm the 
United St.atcs. 

11us rule, sadly. does not apply 10 foreign states, espe
Cially in the Third World. Philippine polICe, for Instan,ce. 
estimate 'hat over 500,000 illegal firearms arc floatmg 
lI'OUM their country. But purchase of such firearms may 
be complicated. Remember, the investigators are tryinS to 
hand over huge amounts of cash to criminals posSC$sing 
fully automallc weapons. What could be hkehcr 10 lead 10 
dISaster? And, of course, smugghng fully automauc 
weapons IIltO the Unned StateS wdl noc be easy. 

An alternate means of obtalnln, a fully automatic 
..... eapon is to buy a semi'lutomatie venion of some 
military firearm and convert It , thoulh many civlhan 
models arc altered ~hghtly from the mlhtary luns to 
make them difficult to conven to full-auto. The civilian 
version of the UZI submachine gun, for Instance, fires 
from a closed boh rather than an open boh. making Ihe 
wcapon seriously overheat when Illegally converted to 
fire full -auto. Special conversion kits for transforming 
a semi-automatic firearm into a fully automatic one arc 
available for pun;hasc. IhrOUlh the same kind of lelal 
loophole permitting the sale of supprcssor kIts . These 
klls arc specific as to gun type and COSI lbout S75. If 
you own, say, a SCml-llUIOmalic Thompson 5ubmachine 
lun. you'll need to find I Thompson submachlne lun 
conversion lut. 

To conven a semi-automatic weapon to full ·auto, the 
user must succeed at both a Mcchanlcal Repair and a Rine 

We:.~_D 

OBTAINING ILLEGAL WEAPONS 
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location canblfaatabls~ wn.-. cuto and *111= Q .... .....-n.. maIhod -...tt -..one !of ochar ~ Itamt IS ..... , 
but It IihcdCI ........,.. be ,.I.Iibeled Ihat INs Ia highly 
lIagoaI. and lhalimo litiga"'" caught buywlg or...-ng any 
oudIIwad ~_ wi! be In dutch wiVI .,. law. Tha Kaapar 
should !Mol trM 10 rnaka toohh inYerigalDl'l ~y!of Ihtir - . 

skill roll. If you are. uSing a special conversion kit, your 
chance.s for success al euher skill roll are.doubled. failure 
at either roll ruIns the lun (and the kil, If you used one). 
lhoulh the weapon uself mllhl be repatrcd by I profes
Sional aunsmlth 

It is extremely dangerous 10 usc or keep an IUeiai 
fully automatIC weapon In the U.S.A. Depell(hng on the 
route the Investigators used to obtain their weapons. they 
may hive one or more of the following agencies on their 
trail: the CIA. the FBI, Treasury agents. the pohce, milt
\Ilf)' intelligence, and the Bureau of Alcohol. Tobacco, and 
firearms. This sobering prOSpecl is darkened by a Stand
ard pohce procedure: When fully automatic Weapons arc 
suspected, lhe forccs of law don', mess around-the p0-

lice Will call the SWAT telm, the FBI Will probably have 
a sniper bandy, etc. 

USIng a fully aulomatlC weapon In a forelln nation 
can be even more danJeI'OU$. dependmg on the nauon. 
Pohce and militia in nations troubled WIth InsufICncy, for 
inStance. arc qUite likely to shoot first wlthoull1lunl any 
questions al all. Since such naUOllS arc generlllly also the 
easiest places for the I/lvestlgalofS 10 obtain Illegal arms. 
they can gel into big trouble fasL 

These gUldcltnes should not be applied ngorously to 
cultists or tcrTOflSts. Such groups live. work. and funcllon 
OUts ide the law. They laclr. the cultural and pcrsonaI tiCS of 
normal investigaton, and fOTle or do not OWII such every· 
day documents as dnycr's licenses and credil canis. 1l\e1f 
confused backCround trills render them much more dlf· 
ficult 10 tnlCe, evcn by modem dala·processln, tech
mques. This In particular applies to someol'ic who has no 
computer record at all , nO( as difficult to achieve as one 
might think. 
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Selected Contemporary Weapons 
In Relative Scale 

drawings by RON LEMING Iellt by SANDY PETERSEN 

o.".wo. D"" __ ..... 

MADSEN SUBMACHINE GUN: -
M-igllt: Sib 60z (3.Sk&> fully k»ded. 
unglll; )I W (794mm), 2l W (S2Smm) 
with slock folded . Ro44nd; 9mm 
parabellum. RlJle 0/ Fire; SSO rounds 
per minute. Nat/ott 0/ MafIJI/tXtlln : 

D<runM' 

AKM ASSAULT RIFLE: - Weight: 
Sib 120% (l.9Sk,) fully loaded. unglll : 
34 .S~ (S76mm). Ro44nd: 7.62mm x 39. 
RDu of Fire : 600 rounds per minute. 
Naliott 0/ A(a!Ul/«turc: U.S.S.R. 

Weight: 21b 60: (1.07k,) fully 
IOlded . Lucgth: 8~ (199mm) . 
Ro44ffd: .3S7 ml8num. Rate 0/ 
Fire: double action . Nation 0/ 
MfuuqtXture; U.S.A. 

MPS HECKLER A KOCH SUBMA· 
CHINE GUN: - M-Ighl: 61b 120: 
(1.07k8) rully loaded. ung,h: 27~ 
(6&Omm). Roffltd: 9mm Plnobellum. 
RlJte 0/ rITe: SSO rounds per minute. 
NDllon 0/ A(QIIM/tXturt: Ge:rm.ny. 



UZI SUBMACHINE GUN: 
Weight: 91b (4 . 1kg) fully loaded . 
Length: 25 .5" ( 6S0mm), 18 .5· 
(47Omm) with stock folded. lWwnd: 
9mm pan.bellum. R4tc of Firc: 600 
rounds per minute. Nation of MQluifac
(Wc: 1sn.el. 

WUpcMU"- 2!i 

BANDGRIP ITHACA SHOTGUN: - Wclght: Sib Roz 
(2 • .5kg) fully loaded. Length.: 21.5" (69Omm). ~nd: 12-
PRe. 2.15·. ikJIc of Fin: pump action. Nallon of Moltlifac
fluc: U.S.A. 

MODEL 12 BARETIASUBMACIUNE GUN: - Weight: 
Sib Soz (3.11kg) fully loaded. Length: 25" (64Smm). 16.5" 
(418mm) wilh stock folded. Round: 9mm parabellum. RlJrc 
of Fire: rounds rounds per minute. Nation of Manufacture: 

"'~. 

MODEL 6"1 SKORPION MACHINE 
PISTOL: - Wclght: 4lb 40z (2kg) 
fully loaded. Leltgth.: 20" (Sllmm), 
10.5" (269mm) with stock folded . 
lWund: .32 ACP. R4tc of Fire: 840 
rounds per minute. Nation of Manufoc
IUrc: Czcchoslovalcia. 

XL 85 El (IndivMSuai We_pon) 
ENFIELD WEAPON SYSTEM - Wt:(gh.,; t1lb (4.98k&) 
ungth.: 31 " (1SSmm). Round: 5.56 Mm NATO. RlJtc of Fire: 
'SO rounds perminule. Narlon ofMONlfocturc: United Kin,
<bn. 
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STEYR RIFLE: - Wtlghl: 91b 
(4 .09kg) . ungth: 31 ~ (790mm) . 
RDund: 5.56mm NATO standard. TWu 
01 Firt : 650 rounds per minute. Nalion 
o/~anulachlrt : Ausuia. 

M16 RIFLE: - ,*ighl: 71b 130:' (3.555kg). unglh: 39" 
(99Omm). RDund: 5.56 l'i-\TO standard. /WIt 01 FIrt: 950 
rounds per minute. Nation 01 ~anulaclurt: U.S.A. 

WFATHERBYMARKV: - Wtighl: 100b 140:. (4.9S5kg) 
fully loaded. unglh: 46Y (1181mm). Round: various., up 10 
.460 Weatherby. &It 01 Firt: bolt action. Nalion of Manu
jacIUU: United Kingdom. 

AK-74 ASSAULT RIFLE - Weight: 91b (4. 1kg) full 
loaded. unglh: 36Y (93Omm). Round: S.45mm x 39. &. 
of Fire: 650 rounds pet minute. Nalion of Man.ufaclllro 
U.S.S.R. 



~ 50-00 FAL Kirk: - Wtight: 100b 
11~ (4.8Sk&). lAngtll: 43- (1090mm). 
RDulld: 7.62nun Nr\1O. RIltt 0/ fl,t : 
700 rounds per minule. Natloll 0/ 
MtuUl/«tJlft: Belgium. 

GAUL AR ASSAULT RIFLE: 
'*1,111: 100b 20z (4.61lq) fully loaded. 
lAng/II: 38.5- (979mm). &Mild: 5.56 
NATO "Indlrd. &m 0/ Flit: 650 
rounds per minute. Natiott 0/ Manu/ex. 
tIlft: tsr.el. 

MI CARBINE (civilian copy, Ivat Johnsoo PM 30 HB, 
dIown) - '*;'111: Sib 30z (2.6kg) fully loaded. lAlI8lll: 
~.S· (904nun). Ro«nd.o .30 M1. RIllt 0/ Firt: semi-aUIOI1\II· 
ie. Hal/on 0/ Ma1tlifat:llU't: U.S.A. 

WUponI-17 

GJ HECKLER &/ KOCH RIFLE: - ,*lglII: tUb I oz 
(S.02Skg). ung/h: 40.4- ( I02Smm) . RoUM: 7.62mm 
NATO. Rtlu 0/ Fin: 600 rounds per minule. NtJllolI 0/ 
Ml21II¢actun: Gtl'mltl)'. 
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MARK 7 STERLING PARA· 
TROOPER'S PISTOL: - Wt/ght: 
6lb 6oz. (2.9kJ) fully loaded. lAng/h: 
W (3SSmm). RDuffd: 9mm plBbel
lurn. RIlle 0/ Fire: SSO rounds per min
ute. NOl lotl 0/ MOrtJl/acIMrt : Uniled 
Idnadom. 

NATO MI4 RIFLE: - Wt/glll: IJlb 
(S .9k,) fully IOlded. unglll : 44-
(112Omm). RhMffd: 7.62mm NATO. 
RIlle oj Firt: semj·aUIOlNlIic. Nalion 0/ 
MortJl/actJjrt: U.S.A. 

P-08 LUGER PISTOL: - Weight: 
21b 60z (2.5k&) fully IoIded. utlglll: 9" 
(223mm). RhMffd: 9mm parabellum. 
Rote 0/ Fire: semi-automatic. NOllon of 
MQllu{actJjre: Germany. 

MARLIN 444SS LEVER-ACTION SPORTER: -
Weight: 71b 80l. (2.0Sk,) fully loaded. Length: 40Y 
(J03Omm). RDuffd: .444 Marlin. /WIt 0/ Firt: lever action. 
No/iotl 0/ MOtlll!acIMrt: U.S.A. 



[",rtun wilh slkncer 

I.U.RETT MODEL82 S"'lPING Rln.E: - Jli>lgllt: J21b 
Uoz (l4.971q) fully loaded. u,.,11r: 66" (l676mm). RDMnd: 

Brown ina. Rale 0/ Fire: semi-lutOmllic. NOIfoft 0/ 
"'"'!Iacture: U.S.A. 

SIG 510--41UFLE: - Wdgllt: lotb 12 oz (4.751q). Lellllll: 
4(J' (I0l6mm). RowJd: 7.62mm ~TO. kle 0/ Fire: 600 
rounds per minute. NlJIion 0/ MflJIIJ./acnue: Switurland. 

MODEL DUAl AtrrOMATIC PIS
TOL: - JKolgllt: Jib (i .36Iq). Le'l8IIr: 
BS'(2l9mm). Round: .45 Aa. Rauo/ 
FIre: !emi-Iutomatie. NGtiolt of MlWI
jactwe: U.SA 

INGRAM Mll (ROW' Cobray) SUB
MACHINE GUN: - We/gilt: 41b 
lOot (2. Ikg) fully IoIdcd. Le",th: IB" 
(445mm), 9" (222mm) with stock 
rolded. Row: .380 ACP or 9mm 
puabeUum. Rau of Fh: 1200 fOI.tRds 
per minute. NatfOft 0/ MGfUI./GCllln: 
U.S.A. 

M79 GRENADE LAUNCREIt: - Wt!fgllt: 61b (2.12ka) 
fully loIdcd. Lenglh: 29" (737mm). Round: 40mm venadc 
cartrldaes. kle 0/ Fire: single-shot. Natioft 0/ MfJfIlI/acture: 
U.S.A. 
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Government and You 
Selected agencies and departments of the government with whIch 

fnvesffgotors might fnteract. for weal or woe. 

I N THE MORE developed nations, government regu· 
latcs almost every aspect of the individual's life. For 
the investigalor this is a double-edged sword, fo r 

while bureaucracy can assist the astute and smooth· 
tongued in ferreting out the gems ofinfonnation that ulti· 
mately save sanity, it can also become a crushing weight 
and an e~ceptionally tireless adversary that will facelcssly 
and relentlessly pursue its quarry withoul fail. One can' t 
fight City Hall. the saying goes. More accurately. one can 
fight City Hall, but one had better be prepared to lose 
more than just the battle. ; 

In the United States paniculorly, as with mosl of 
Europe and Asia, individuals are linked 10 their nation's 
governmenl almost from birth. Mosl borders require pass· 
pons for entry into foreign lands, and this regulation e~· 
lends to all aspects of an individual's life. In an era where 
heman beings are quantifiable as numbers and alpha.nu. 
meric sequences, il is foolish 10 think that information 
about you is safe. And while the bw'caucracy is mam· 
moth, il isn't necessarily ineffective. lnfomlation is Slored 
with fanatical attention to detail. waiting to be retrieved 
when the right form crosses the right desk. 

Is it possible that the governments orthe world remain 
ignorant of the Mythos threat? Or are lheconspiraey theo
rists right when they claim that something behind the 
scenes is always at work, planning and manipulating and 
slowly advancing human pawns towards a nameless goal, , 
a goal that many investigators no doub( obstruct? 

Alternatively. the governments of the world may be 
the single most effective tool in halting Mythos designs. 
Civil servants may be uniquely placed to bring to bear the 
full power of their governments when the Mythos comes 
to light. Hostages freed from a survivalist's camp by the 
FBI's Hostage Rescue Team may have been more than an 
eu:rcise in law enforcement. Perhaps the government was 
responding to something far more frightening. But how· 
ever aware a given government may be of the minions of 
Cthulhu. investigators must always remember this-it is 
easy to hide in the bureaucracy, and rarely will the gov· 
ernment's agenda be your own. Be careful; they know 
where you live, what borders you cross, and how you're 
paying for your travels. If someone, somewhere, begins to 
wonder why. globe trotting investigators may find them
selves audited by th.e ms come tax time. while the Bureau 
of Alcohol. Tobacco. and Firearms takes a sudden intcrest 
in the high caliber weapons that they've been stockpiling. 

The United States 
The u.s. specifically has several agencies that investiga. 
(ors may come into contact with in a variety of circum· 
stances. This list is by no means complete, and Kccpers 
are encouraged 10 do their own research inlo other fields. 
Agents earn incomes anywhere in the middle class 
bracket, and for the most pan may be anywhere from their 
early twenties to middle fifties. Physical requirements are 

WHAT DO THEY KNOW? 
AIll'la lurnollhl9 e&ntury, w9llintolho 1920's, the fewwho 
combottod the MyttIos lor Iho most pall fon !hoy wero 
confronting a newly reartted threat. Although the menace 
had IxI$1ed since bllora thl dawn 01 time, investigators 
approached the mys1e1'fes surrounding the cosmos.,,;u, a 
great degree of arrogance, confidontlhat the Age 01 Rea
son WOl*I guide them salety pasllhe dangers 01 a cold and 
Irnpau!ve urive/$e. It was rallonailad, 1heraIoru, that most 
govenvnonts had little Of no knoWled~ of lI'Iese dangers. 

Even if IhIs W8I'fI the case. II certainly CMlI:Jt be true 
now. The Incident atlnnsmouth In 1927-28 only serves 
to substanUate this. So tha quasUon mllst be asked: 
How are the gDVemlTlEWlls 01 the world dealing with the 
MythO$ thraat? 

They may not be. In fact. It Is entirely reasonable thai 
our govamments are actively not pUlSUing ItIeaa Issues, 
not from a sense 01 self-destruction (although flat mllst 
be the eventual result) but because Ills so much easier 
not to do so. Govemmenl9 end bureaucracies are reao
tiva institutions, reluctant to take Initiative end paralyzad 
wnan conlJonted with tIla possIIInty of looking wrong 01, 

worse.looIsh. 
Yet government touches so much 01 the modem 

wofId; howls It possibla that theycan remain lmpoIant and 
Immobia In oonffOfl\lng these Issues? Other possibilities 
lend themselves fo r explanation: Perhaps our govern
mlilflts are !uOy eWllfe of the heat and 81a actively ~ 
Ixltting it with the security that comes from UltImate power 
over media end InlormaHon. Pitdled battles may bo 
10llght even as _ speak between govemmenl agendas 
and the cullS that woukl call nre down from the alar.;. or 
course, 1\ is also possI:IIe that our governments afe lnac· 
tlve because that 15 the course they have dlosen, be
causa lt Is the oourse dictated 10 them by their maslfm. In 
that case we are truly lost, as mankind. stil ~ tis Infancy. 
haa no sense 01 proportiofl 01 self-conIfOI. Th8f8 ere. 
Indeed, 100 many ways 101 us 10 destroy oursel'.'9s. 



not as stringeDt as they once were, but universally, agen
des employing law enforcement offlCU$ have vision re
quirements. All law enforcement personnel must have 
visioD corroctable to 2000. and be Ilble to shoot and drive 
without corrective lenses, as well as being physically fit 
enough to perform the duties their job may requite. Spe
cific physical requiremeOls vary. 

Pl!.DERAL BVRBAU OF lNVES'I1ClAnOrt 

Headquanered. as most of its relative agencies are, in 
Washington, D.C .. the FBI is the United States' largest 

federal law enforcement agency. 
Employing some 10,000 agents 
across the counlt)', the organiza
tion is actually smaller than the 
New York Police Depanmenl 
(over 30.000 officers). But the 
FBI has the backing of the fed
eral government, and is widely 
considered to be the finest law 

enforcement organizlltion in the world. Established in 
1909, the FBI is the principle investigative arm of the 
United States Depanmenl of Jlatice, tasked with gather
ing evidence, locating witnesses, and reporting facts in 
connection with crimes falling under federal jurisdiction. 
Cases most often investigated by the FBI include any
thing involving organized crime, drugs, countenerrorism, 
white-collar crime, fore ign counter- intelligence. and vio
lent crime. Any violation of fede.raJ law falls into their 
domain except those that have been a1ternll1ely assigned 
by legislative enactmcnt or otherwise prcsented to an
other federal aeeney. 

The FB I maintains Iifty-siJllield offices in major cit
ies throughout the United States, with anolher400 smaller 
offices scattered in communities across the country. all of 
these suffed hy ~pecial agents. The tenn applies to any 
FBI agent, and is a holdover from when the Bureau used 
Treasury agents as investigators. These moonlighting 
agents were referred to as "special", and the designation 
SIUck.· Mosl agents are well educated, holding a manda
tory four-year degree. and many others also hold ad
vanced degrees in a variety of field~. All are required to 
complete a sixtccn-wcck course at the FBI training facil
ity in Quantico. Virginia, where the prospective agents are 
taught II variety of skills. relating to law enforcement 
work. Special agents must have vision correctable to 
20120. be in good physical health, and be able to travel 
wherever the govemmentdesires. All FBI agents are quite 
knowledgeable about federal and locallilw, are proficient 
in armed Illld unarmed self defense, and may have other 
specific skills as deemed necessary by their posting. 
Dress standards vary, btll must be professionally appro
priate except when undercover. Standard FBI weaponry 
has changed no less than live times in the last ten years, 
but al this time sA's carry either II standard .3g revolver 
(such as the 4- Smith &: Wes.son) or a 9mm semi-automal
it pistol. (the SigSauer P228 or Glock-17). 
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THE NATlONAl CENTER FOR THE ANALY
SIS OF VIOLENT CRIME (HCAVC) 
The NCAVC Is. ruourca otnIer available to law eoloree
mttrlt ~es In ItMt United State. ,pedIcdy, and 
art:u'Id fie world genetaIy. The CODt ... consolidates ra
sean::h, training, and operational and Investigallve sup
pott S81V1ces and makes ItMtm available to law enlomt
ment agencies deaJng IIofIh bIzamI. hlglHIak, W::ioua. or 
repetitive airnOS. In 1acI:. It Is a dearing nousa 01 ted\
niqua and nIning. aIowIng a unified t.w enfoloement 
lront on a variety 01 ctlrn&-relatad lUues. The NCAVC 
hosta guests lrom au around !he wortf tor conlerences. 
lectures. and 1I"8It*\g. 

The NCAVC Is divided tnto thr .. apeciallzlld aarv
Ices: Behavioral Sc:ler1C41 Service. (6SSU1. Inve,lIga· 
\lve Support (lSU1. and Special Operation and Re· 
search (SORU). The BSSU II relponalble for personal
Ity j)foliing and ongoing research Inlo tha motIvaUOfl5. 
behavio r. and Ihought processes 01 erimlrl8ls. SORU 
supports BSSU "search and dea!1 elrtenslY1l!y with 
hostage negotlatlons. SWAT unlta, and crisis manage
manloperatlons. 

The ISU admlnlslars the CrlminalllWMtigati .... Analy· 
sls dMslon. which PfeplllU promu on violent offenders. 
luggests Invastlg8!ivl end IntlNllMing tedlnlqun and 
strategies. and provides expert wltnesau lor C:OUI1 ap
pearances. among o!her thngs. The ISU also lUIS ltIe 
VIOlent Criminal Apprehan$lon Program (VlCAP) .• aerv· 
Ice that alerts law 1fII000lD"llnt aganctll when !hey may 
be pursuing !he sarno olfender In mUhlpte jurisdictions. 
Thb has proven epeda.Jy helpful In the apprehension 01 
various serial olfendlfS. 

Much has been made in recent years or thc FBI's 
Behavioral Science Unit, which provides psychologi
ca! profiles of violenl orrenders. most notably serial 
killers. The image of agenlS zipping cross-country in 
pursuit of serial killers is incorrect, however-most of 
the process gocs on behind Cl05ed doors, where profes
sionals pore over alll1vailable data about the crime(s) 
in queslion. Although thc Bureau does use this tech
nique, il does not do so capriciously, as the process is a 
slow and difficult one. More often. psychological pro
filing is the investigative tool of last reson, when all 
other leads have failed. And the FBI can follow any 
lead. The J . Edgar Hoover Building in Washington, 
D.C .• where the FBI is headquartcred. contains the 
most advanced forensic labs in the world. Coupled with 
an exhaustive fingerprint database and anolher data
base called VICAP (Violent Criminal Apprehension 
Program) wherc information about repeat violent of
fenders and crimes are Slored, the FBI's resources are 
enonnous. Investigators who habitually break the law 
may find themselves escaping lIlTCS( the rlTSt two, three. 
or even ten times they bum down a cultist townhouse, 
but they might find themselves in for a shock when they 
try to light number eleven. 
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Hostage Kacat: Team 

T'hc FBI has a specific special weapons and tactics unit. 
the Hoslll8e Rescue Team, and it is considered one of the 
finest SWAT (Special Weapons and TlIICtics)·like teams in 
the world. The HRT is complemented with fifty special 
agenlS and a separate support staff, and each asent is 
rigorously trained in such ateaS 8.5 firearms; elplosives; 
rescue operations in high-rise buildings, airplanes. and 
buses; and various other specialized law enforcement 
tmining. The HRT is called upon 10 provide counter·ter· 
rorist protection, collect and gather evidence, make high. 
risk 1lITe5U, provide executivc protectioll, plan security 
details for individuals and locations, and conduct special. 
ized suo'cillance. 

The HRT is nol a SWAT team; the FBI bas plcnty of 
those. The HRT is a specialized unit. and is called upon 
only when the situation wlUTllnts il . In issues of suspected 
terrorism or hostage situations, though, the HRT will 
probllbly be deployed. Their mOllo is, ''To Save Lives." 

EVELYN AUADOIA. Special Agent In Chll~ of Open1ton .. 
s.tIttle, W .. hlngton, age 31 
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SkUll: sa'gUl5O%, Climb 54%, 
Compul., UN 32%. Dodge 52%. 
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14'ro. P ........ 43%, Psychology 
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BlIKrAU OF ALCOHOL. TOMCOO. Arm 
flll""JU'IS 

Established by a Treasury Department order in 1972. the 
AlF IWUmed complete responsibility for all functions, 

powers, IUId duties arising under 
the laws concerning alcohol. to
bacco, firearms, and explosives, 
a job that had been previously 
held by the IRS. With the pas. 
sage of the Anli·Arson Act of 
1982. the AlF becamc addition· 
ally responsible for investigating 
cases of commercial arson na· 

tionwide. Headquartered in Washington. D.C., the ATF is 
a decentralized agency, with teaionat offices in all finy 
stales and the domini ons. Personnel are stationed 
throughout the country in individual thca1en of operations. 

The Bureau of Alcohol. Tobacco, and FltCIJ"mS seeks 
to promote compliance of the laws reawina these prod. 
ucu while investigating any violations that are detected. 

To this end, the ATF is divided into two basic ..en8.5: law 
enforcement and compliance operations. 

Law enforcement objectives include the suppression 
of ilIcgal tnlTickina in fueanns , uplosi~s, liquor and 
tobacco; the investigation of dOlg trafficken who use fire· 
anns and/or explosi~s in their trade, including gangs; 
investigation and exposun: of arson·for-profit schemes: 
and assisting federal , Slate, and local law enforcement 
agencies to reduce crime and violence resulting from 
these activities. 

Compliance operation objectives include maintaining 
adequate health warnings regarding all related producll; 
enswina full collection of federal revenue fro m the legal 
sale of related products; preventing commercial bribery, 
consumer- deception. and other improper trade practices 
regarding alcohol; ensuring that slOrale facilities for ex
plosive and firelltms are safe and secure; and maintain
ing complete audit trails regarding the sale of frrearms 
and explosives, 

ATF agenll trllined for field work receive standard 
law enforcement training at the Combined Federal Law 
Enforcement Training Center in Glenco, Georgia. The 
COlnC of study covers such subjecll 
as ruJa of evidence, surveiIJlUlCe 
lCchnique.s, undercover techniques, 
&rTCSt and raid techniques, and fire
arms training. Following the CFLEC 
course, ATP alcnts attend new agent 
training 10 funher specialize in the ar
eas specifically required for AIF won:. These subjeeu 
include laws relating to the AIF, fueanns and explosives 
nomenclature and identification, bomb scene evaluation, 
arson training. ease repon writing, and link analysis. 

Additional training continues throughout their ca
reers. depending on fields of operations and ability. All 
ATF agents must have a minimum of three years of law 
enforcement experience before being accepted as 
agents, although education may sometimes substitute 
for Ibis requirement. 

BRIAN DONNELLY, All" LIIIlaon Agent, o.n ..... , CoIcndo, 
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DRUG PJUlORCEMI!M Aar.rICY 

The chief fcderaJ agcncy -in the "war against drug''', lhc 
DEA is perhaps Ihc largest fcdcTlll enforcement .,ency 

after the Treasury Department, 
Created in 1973, the DBA is con
cerned with individuals sus· 
pected of cultivating, producing, 
smuggling, andlor diSlributinll 
illegal narcotics In or to the 
United States. As such, it oper
ates on a worldwide basis, with 
offices ill rlfiy-cight countries, 

second OIlIy to the: Swe Department in comparative scope 
of operations. From Thailand to San Francisco, the DEA 
maintains offICeS deYOlcd to .reducing the demand and 
availabili!), of controUed substaDces. Many postinp, C$. 

pecially ia Thailand IDd Columbia, 8R coll.5idcred com· 
bat posting,s, And time saved in sucb locations is spoken 
of in military tenns, i.e., lOurs of duty, M.lDY agenlS work
inl these tow'S suffer the effects of soldiers serving in 
!?attle, as their uislc,ncc. is somewhere between that of a 
foot-soldier survivinl a war and asccrc:t agent workina in 
enemy territory, 

Specific DBA responsibilities include investigation of 
major drug suppliers who work on an international or 
int,enlate level; seizure of asseLS arising from tnlffic in 
illegal drugs; management of the National Narcotics In· 
telligence System; Haison and coordination with all othcr 
federal, stale, and local law cnforcement bodies, both in 
the United States and abroad; uainilJg, research, nnd In
formation exchange with a mind to further drug traffic 
prevention and control; and enforcement of lIJe reaula· 
lions Teaming the legal manufacture, distribution, and 
usage of controlled substances. 

The DBA of'ten works with !be ATF, FBI. and IRS. 115 
well as swc and local authorities around the world. Data 
pertinent to the onaoing drug war is f"mquently distributed 

INTERPOL 
Nt. the cnN1aI ...... toIcoMIlg Watd W. J, ...,.,. 
)WI, /UdQM. lind police oIficers from acroa Europe IMt 
In VIenna In 192311lld laid 1he ground'wofk for WI 1ntefN· 
IIcINII Otp'Uaticn lor police oocperalion. WWy QIecI 
thllnllmallonll CrlrijnaI Police ComrrissIon, In 1 Iit56 the 
In.hcMe Iami 8Rlhd to the OIgaliIzatioi. was lIdoped .. 
Its oIficIaIlItII. ~ in P8lb. FrwlcI, ovltlook· 
Ing!hl SeIne, JNTEAPOlOlXlldna&eli mutual a"iatlTlC8 
between criminal paIca II&/IhoIUIes In all rn.nber naIIone. 
INTERPOl. maIntaIna It vast erimInaJ datalIe.M and Ic:tI 
U a 8011 of dlll1ng·holJsa tor police 01 all nallone to 
Inform onl anothIrof Plcgl8SS In IrwIStIgalions. 

INTERPOL par.ofil1il maka no arrd" and e.rry no 
weapon., Thw atock In tradoJs information and extrldl. 
~on proceedings. They milia It thalr bullnus to know 
whliro tho OI1mInaIs oro and v.tlat can be doni to IHind 
\hem back to "8 bountJIes thay are wanted In. WIth OYtt 
120 membet nations, it Is the pr&en*lent OfgIntzab 
kwotYId In intllll'lllUonaJ afmInallnvestlgatlcn. . . . . 
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from the EI Pun Intelligence Center (EPIC). man_sed by 
the OM and '!Arred with fcderaJ personnel from thirteen 
other agencies. Current interest and focus is directed 10 
hlsh-Ievel druS traffickers, and in recent years the OM 
has worked closely with the IRS to seize the incredible 
amounts of money that traffickers have been making. mis 
has been proving remarkably easy, as in the last ten yean 
or so thll Il»CrIl.ive sums made from dnJg sales have be
come hArder and harder (0 hide. However, it may be that 
the dealers and ,uppliers tealIy iren't lhatconccmed. Ar
Ia all. there's always more money to be made. 

DM agenlS arc required to have four-year dclfCCS 
(many have advanced degrees). be in good pbysical 
bealth. and hne vision correctable to 20/20. AI _ 
premium ript OOW are agenlS with rtsea1 education 
andlor language skills. All agenLS receive basic agent 
training, which focuses prim.arily on the bis«Iry of tbc 
drug trade and the abili!)' 10 m:ogniu the countless vari
ations of controlled substances tha18R sold in the world 
today. Training also includes ruearms and physir::a.l condi
tionins. as well as furthu training in other law enforce
ment techniques. Addilionally, DEA agents arc well 
schooled in issues of jurisdiction and iaternational law 
protocols. Due to the frequency of DEA cases crossing 
inlemational boundarie,. an enliTe division in the DBA 
head omce in WlShinston. D.C. is devoted to foreign 
arrairs. Their relationship with INlERPOL is solid and 
long-slllnding. 

Finally. DBA agents lire law enforcement investiga
tors. In issues or rorensics or other lab work, they usc 
either local racllities at the grace of other agencies, or 
one of the six regional DEA labs placed across the 
United SUlles. 
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The IRS administers and enforces the internal revenue 
law~ of!he United StaleS according 10 alIstatutcs, with the 
exception of revenue relating 10 alcohol, tobacco, fire
arms, and explosivcs. which are tended 10 by the Bureau 
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of Alcohol, Tobacco. and Firearms. The IRS seeks toc~
lect the proper amount of tax revenue at the leut cost 10 

the public. while attempting to 
win public confidence in the 
IRS' integrity and ability. Obvi
ously, this isan uphill baltle. The 
stereotype of a weak·minded ac· 
counlant with a chip on his 
shoulder and too many peftS ift 
his pocket is inaccurate and un
fair. Of all the federal organiUl

lions listed here. the IRS is perhatn the most open and 
visible. seeking more Ihan its brethren to work with lhe 
public. After all . nobody likes having his money taken 
away from him. 

Established in 1862, the IRS attempts the following: 
to achieve the highest possible voluntary compliance with 
the federal lAX laws and regulalions. 10 advise the public 
of their rights and responsibi lities relating to these same 
laws, to administer and enforce the tax laws properly and 
rairly, 10 de tennine the extent of compliance and the 
causes of nOllCompliance, and to continually search for 
more efficient ways of accomplishing these goals. Addi
lionally. the IRS has investigative and undercover arms, 
and agents have been known 10 travel the world to un· 
cover schemes involving lhe defrauding of the govern· 
ment and 10 apprehend those who abuse the United Stites' 
banking and revenue services, 

Unlike the other agencies listed here, the IRS is an 
organiz.ation unto itself. although it does fall under the 
auspices of the United Stites Department o f the Treasury. 
The IRS hIlS offices established throughout the country On 

three organiu1ional levels: national, regional. and district. 
Additionally. service cente rs are located in every major 
city throughout the U.S. Since the IRS is a decentnlizcd 
organization. most agency personnel and activities arc IIS

signed 10 field offices. 
IRS personnel must have at leasl a high school de

gree. and many hold four.year and advanced derrees as 
well. Auditors have e,;tensive understanding of both at

countina and ta,; law, and are renowned for their allen
tion to detail. 

LANA CONTRARES, tRS SpeelallnvHtlgalor, Miami, 
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I'IAnoruu. SECURITY AQEACY ICP.I'fI1lA.L 
SP..CUJUn' SERVIU 
Located al Fort Meade, Maryland, the NSAis wked with 
the protection of U.S. government communications and 

the gathering of foreia" intell i
gence informatio n. The)' are 
spies, end of story. But the NSA 
dOeJ not delve into operational 
concerns: rather, the NSA ana
lyzes everything, gathering intel· 
ligence and evaluating il [or dis· 
tribution to other fedenJ orsani-
1.1tion5, who in tum use the in· 

fonnation to set policy and initiate opcnltions. estab
lished in 19S2 as a separate agency in the Department of 
Defense, throughoutlhe Cold War the NSA was responsi . 
ble for maintaining the securit)' of government signals 
while breaking the codes of the Other Gu)'. In 1984 Presi· 
dent Reagan upanded the NSA's concerns to computer 
security, and it is the NSA now thai is pushing for the 
Clipper chip, a hardwue chip to be instal led inlo every 
computer sold that woukl allow the governmcnllo access 
encryptca files. In 1988, the NSA again had its role eJI

panded with the illClusion of " an operations securily train
ing mission." 

In 1912 the Central Security Service was created to 
deal exclusivel)' with cryptology, providing a more 
centralized and consequently uni fi ed "coding" starr to 
se rvice the Department of Defense. The CSS iI a 
division within the NSA, respons ible to the director of 
the lauer. 

The Agcncy's two primary missions are: to maintain 
the securi ty of inronnation systems within the United 
States, part icularly in the mil itary, and an iII ·defined 
and amorphous "foreign intelligence mission", about 
which very lillie data is available. It seems probable 
that th is foreign in telligence mission concerns code
breakina, but as the next century grows near, the for· 
eign in telligence missiOfl will doubtlessly expand to 
include economic and high-tech information as well. 
Indeed, an argument can be made that th is is what the 
NSA is cUrTCntl), doing. 

NSA resources are: enonnous, although the oraani. 
U1lion itself seems qui te small . With access to all of the 
latesl technololY, multiple CRA Y super-computers. 
and some of the finest minds in the United States, the 
infonnation the NSA produces is invariably accurate: 
iu interpretation, however. is another mailer. In the 
Gulf War, the NSA played a substantial pan in targeting 
allied attacks against Iraq, and the agency's accelS to 
satellite photoaraphy certainly contributed to the $Clcc· 
tion of tatgets. 



WHERE HAVE ALL THE SPIES GONE? 
The Cold War did nol herald the end ot espionage organiza· 
tIons; M merely chaoged their prIori~". Inte'ligonca agoncles 
ere primallyY8SSOls III govemm&nl pciey, and one need mttely 
100II: at the dally peper to see where a specifIC govemmcnrs 
concems lie. tniomlation is the nama 0( the spy gama, and 
govemments tllwayswant to know whet the Other Guy Is doing. 
even 11 the other guy Is this weel(s ally. While the d&mand lor 
military fltormaUon has dotmased. 1he Interest In technological 
and econcrric Intelligence certainly hllSl\'t In tact, tho fiercest 
espiooage battles .Ie Indeed being 10000~t on thClse two tronts. 

Then lhere are the terrorist \tweats. $Omethklg which c;on. 
cems every govemment. A majority of IntlUlge~ " sources 
are dedicated to the the tracking, mooltoring, and eradication 01 
t&rrorisl eels thet In $Orne way opposo gOVllfl'fTlenl policy. 
Some 01 \he$8 eea. received secret eld-money, weaporur. 
\lelnlng, even InleUlgenco--ln exchan\la for dlsrup~ng foreign 
governments thai were deemed 10 be enemies. Slit once their 
pwpos.e was completed, the celts cfidn't necessarily disappear 
and whither away \YIthClutlllelr original hocking. Rathor, many 
terrorlsl grOl.lp!5 heve demcnstrated remar1<8ble tongevity, end 
through their relationships with othet espionage agencies have 
learned ellOl.lgh t/leks of the \lade to sllMYe. Somotlmes thay 
_ n beal th" parllllis at thelroYn"l game. 

And there's drugs, a mum-billion dollar ndustry that has 
ll'IOfe elf8C1 on the worid eeooomy than 8IY'f defense plant 
clMure. Tho Irony In INs Is IhaIITltJCh at the drug trade was 
finMced and stleam~ned by the Intelligence egendes of tho 
major powers. The heroin trade Is booming as a dilect lesult of 
fitSt French and then American Intel1elenee In Southeast AW
In lact, these two coootries' .,letlIgenee services fought openly 
In Swtheast Asia during the 195O"$. The Irony Is bitter," the 
same agendeslhat onoo pmmotGd nallXllIc:s ara nt:1W tasked by 
thelf besieged governmenUl to des\loy them. W~h such an 

Dr. RUSSEll. GORDON, JR., NSA Ana lyst, a!le 54 
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CErrfRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

As with the NSA , the CIA is an intelligence organi7.mion, 
and as such offers vel)' lill ie ofi tsclf for pub lic inspection. 
Established in 1941 with the death of its parent orgQni7.a
tion. the ass (Office of Special ~rvices), the CIA col· 
lects. evaluates, and disscminates "vital" informat ion on 
mi li tary. political. scientific. economic, and other devel
opments outside the United States as dcemed nccessary 10 
insure nat ional security, The director or the: Central Intel-
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Intimate retaUonsNp at/eady .stablished ~ rTI05t majOr Intelll
gl:!l\Ce serulces YJith the major drug tralfiellars 01 Iho wofld, 
many operations directors are hesitant to fulfil their geNom
manis' orders lor fear 01 what IheIr CIfMtotime alias might do. 
Bribes and Iddcbtleks abound. and there are too many skele
tons in each country's espionage doset. No ana wants to be the 
person 10 open tho dool and star! spling deanng. 

Today tnteUlg&nce gathering takes a higher priority rhan 
opora~ons. Every goverrvnent knowa that Intorrnatlon Is power, 
aM when two nations sit down across Irom ona another al a 
bargaining table, you can be cetlain the r8p<esenta\iva$ have 
been fully briefed. Espionage Wi1.5 nover a 'nice' business: just 
becausa tha Cold War el'lded doesn't moan that's changed. 
Bfadlmail ls a tool 01 policy, al'ld In an tmI of satatlita photogra· 
phy 50 detatled that tlcense pletes can be read from orbiL there 
are uery law human slCI"els stin kept safe. Double agents ate 
sti~ being run, meles ale still burrowing into their anemill$' lairs, 
and sleepers ale Slit waiting lot the walle-up call that wilt send 
them 10 work.. 

Inletl lgance organlUltions shAro a unlqua ,ola~onship with 
their parent governments. howaver. To periorm thairdl.llies they 
must have a significant treedom. a Ireodom to take actions that 
ere olten Iml\"lOfll) or outrighll l&gat: whelher lhelr parent gov _ 
ernment likll$ "or nol, Intelligence aganeie& wi. take action 10 
reach ltwtIr govemmel'lrs proscribed goals. 01 aU governmental 
arms, In filet, it is the InteUigenee branch that mostlikaty has had 
signlfiaml Mythos c:ontaet. Tha sPV ilgllf"Cies of the wofId may 
be the shoclHroops thrown Into tho breach while Olhor mens
ures are taken to halt the Mythos spread. 

Sy the SlIma tokBl'l. and again by their very natura. espio
nage agencies are possibly th' most susceptible to My\hos 
comrption In Its many guises. It Information Is the name of \heir 
game. power Is the iMtnrm&ntlhey use to c:oIacT II. 

ligence Agency is the Presiden!'s chief inrelligence nd,·i
sor, ond the position is oppointed by the Presidel'lt wi th the 
consent of the Senate. 

Directed by ei ther the President or the National Secu· 
rity Council. the CIA is tasker.! with the foll owing dutiC!i: 

advising the Nat ional Security 
Council and the President in in
telligence mailers relat ing to na
tional security: recornme l'lding 
coordinat ion of intelligcnce ac
tivities between different gov
ernment divisions: eorrelilt ing 
llnd evaluating intelligence g:nh
ered abroad and determining the 

appropriate dissemination of the same: perfonning for 
olher inte ll igence ogeneies services approved by the Na
tional Security Council; collccling, produeing. al'ld dis
seminating counterintelligence and rore ign intelligence. 
including in rormation "not readily available"; eollccting, 
producing, and disseminating infonnation on curnnt nar
colies trnmcking ond production outside of the United 
States; coordinating and conducting counlcrintelligence 
activities as seen fit to safeguard the national security; 
conducting special operations approved by the Presidcnt; 
contracting and researching new technical systems and 
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devicC5 rel 'li na 10 olher C IA work; prolecting the 
security of ils in5lallations, aClivities, information, 
propeny, and employ«s through invesli,ations of ap
plicltlU, employees, dC.; aRd perfonnin, other fuDC
lions and dUlies relatin, 10 inlClli,enee u the National 
Security Council direcu. 

As one can see, these dUlies are a catch·all . A cou
ple of points- lhe CIA is aUlhori:r.ed to steal infonna· 
lion if it is otherwise "unavailable." Within the United 
Stales, the CIA may not engage in inlelli,ence or coun
lerintelliaence operations; that is the domain of the 
FBI. Fin.lly, the CIA has ftO powers o f &fTCst or sub
poena nor. in fact.. any law enforcement powers II all . 
Still, they are pemaps the sinale mosl powerful inleJ li
lence secvju in the world, and if they don't know the 
answer to • specific question, you can bet they ' ll pull 
OU I the stops tryinl to let il . Undoubtedly divided in to 
inlellilence lathe rinl/lnilys is divis ions comple
menled by an operational arm, the C IA is awesomely 
powerful on a human scale. Where they sllnd in rela
lion 10 the Great Old Ones is a subject of much debate 
amonl ClUTenl Mythos scholars. Through thei r unique 
relationship with the Nationll Security Council, the 
CIA can request ptl"$Oonci appropriate (Of almost any 
luk iml,inlble. 
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SttAEr SMVICE 

One of the smallest fcderal law enforcement agencies, the 
Secret Service employs somewhere in the neiJhborhood 

of 2,000 a,ents workJwide. Se
crel Service "cnu, or Treasury 
a,enlS, fulfill two distinct law 
enforcement roki in the United 
Stales. As a division of the Treas
ury Dcpartment.. they investigate 
all crimes concerning forms of 
U.S. currency, from forgery 10 
credit card mud. Additionally, 

the Secret Service is responsible fOf providin, protection 
to lhe President. Vice President, the Presidcnt-elect, the 
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Vice President-elect, and members of their immediate 
families. Protection is also eXlended to major cmdidates, 
former Presidents and their spouses (a1 thouJh spousa.I 
proccction terminates when and if the apouse renwries), 
children o( a former President untilaae 16, visitin, heads 
o( foreiJII Slites Of governments, and other distinl'1ished 
visilon to the United States. Finally, Secrel 8crvice pr0-

tection is extended to official representatives of the 
United States performinl special tukubroad, as directed 
by the PresidenL 1ltiJ security is comprehensive, and in· 
cludes all UpeclS of the individual io qllCSuon 's life. 

Agents are required to hold a bachelor's delfee 
from In accredited institution, musl pass vi,orous writ· 
len and orallesU, and weather an intensive backlfOUnd 
check before beinl accepted into the service. A,ents 
receive their basic traininlat the GleDCo, Geora:ia fed
eral Law Enforcement Training Center . nd then pr0-

ceed to advanced trai ninl in Beltsbill , Maryland. Buic 
train inl covers standard law enforcement techniques, 
including personal Slfety and defense. Advanced train
inl covers I II aspects of forlery and counterfeitinl cur
rently known to the Treasury Depanment, with visiu to 
the major printing centers of bills and coins in the 
United States and a trip 10 the Crane Paper Company in 
Massachusetu, where the paper used in U.S. bills is 
manufac tured. This trainin, culminates in alents coun
terfeilin, their own currency. 1be prolective trainin, is 
some of lhe best in the world, and l,enU lelve the 
prolram trained to do the unnatural : When somebody 
pulls a lun, they don 't duck. Instead, they present a 
larle tAfletand offer themselves as an . lternative to the 
principal being protected. 
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IIIAII5IlALS Sl'.IlVICE 
1be Okicll of thc U.S.A. 's federallawcn(orccment agen
cies, established in 1789. the Marshals Service links the 

executivc aDd judicia! branches 
oCtile sovc:mmcnL A total of 95 
Federal Marshals are appointed 
by the president, each ruponsi
blc for a fcderaJ judicia! district 
natio nwide, from Guam 10 

Alaska, Each Marshal is backed 
by a support staff of DepulY 
Manhals. with roughly 3,sooof 

these penonnel throughout the service. A Marshal 's re.
gion it defined by judicial district, aDd as such varies in 
size depending on Igcation. 1be stale of On::son, for CJ; • • ample, hu on ly onc Fedcra1 Marshal bued out of 
Portland, with sub-offices in other cities throughout me 
state staffed by onc to fivc Deputy Marshall each, 'There 
are a total of 427 office locations in the United States and . 
its dominions. 

1bc Marshals Service is present in almost every as
pect of the federaJ justice system. Duties include provid
ing support. prote(:tion, BDd security for over 700 federal 
courtJ and approximately 2,<XXl (cdcraJ judges and mag
istratca; providing protection 10 other tria1 participants 
such as anomeys, jurors, aDd witocsse.; apprehending 
federal fuaitivCl; operation of the Federal Witncsl Secu
rity Prognm, and ensuring the safety and sUf"l'ival of 
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threatened or targeted government wimcsses; lBn5p0ft8-
tion and custody of thousands of federal prisoners annu
ally; seizi ng property and funds forfeited by drug 
traffickers and other criminals; and ellccuting fcdc:ral 
court orders of search, seizure, and arrest, 

Additionally, there is a Special OpcratiolU Group of 
the Manhals 5crvice that responds to cmergency situ
ations like civil disturbances, terrorist incidents, and other 
crisis si tuations. 'The 500 is trained in restoring oroer in 
riot and mob situatiOM. 

Marshal and Deputy Marsha] requirements are similar 
to those for other federal law enforcement agencies, in
cluding the mandatory bachelor's degree, physical re
quirements, and lnIining. Marshals are trained al the 
Federal Law Enforcement Training Cenler in Glenco, 
Gcoraia, and advanced training is received later depend, 
ing on the ilKlividual's posting. Basic training covers fed 
eral law, personal protcction, and stand ard law 
enforcement tc:<:hniques, with the ubiquitous personal 
safety and defense training. 

Much has been made of the Marshals Service as a 
protc:<:tive orJanization in the past several years, inc!l.KI
ing their presence al abortion clinics in Florida to protec:t 
doctors and patients threatened with violence. It must be 
remembered, though, that their primary training is in ap
prehension, not protection. Further, the U.S, Marshals 
Service has a Canadian Mountie-likc reputation of "al
ways getting their man", and are known for the dogged 
and persistent pursuit of fe loo and escapee a1ike. 
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The Armed Forces 
Herein are contained rules and background for Incorporating the 

American mllffary Into modern campaigns. 

TIE MILITARY in our modem world is one of the 
most vis ible, expensive, and oftentimes conU'Over
sial national institutions. Military organizations in

creasingly are microcosms of society, panicularly in the 
industrialized nations of the world. This is nol surpris
ing- the military has everything: doctors. lawyers. me
chanics. secret agents, and police, as well as infantry, jet 
pilots. and commandos. Sinee the military of any given 
country is normally a large employer, providing oppoltU
nities for work. education. and career development. and 
be<:ause. in mosl countries outside of the United Slates. 
mil ilary service is mandatory for a year or more, the 
chance of running into someone with military experience 
is quite high. 

In several European countries mil itary service is man
datory for young males for one or two years as enlisted 
servicemen_ Officers are usually drawn from military 
academies or other locations where an individual has in
dicated acommitmenttO the military as acaner. Standing 
armies are generally small in this context, being voluntary 
and professionally oriented. depending on the reserves in 
times of trouble. Militaries in pans of Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America follow the general European pattem of 
organization. but these armed forces are quite distinct in 
their mission from their European counterparts. 

Corrupt l'Iilitaries 
Outs ide of the modcm industrialiud countries the mili
tary 's role frequently is to protcct the interests of the 
rul ing eli te from those of the general population, rather 
than to prolcctthe population as a whole. There are many 
corrupt mi li taries that serve the vested interests of the 
wealthy, the influential. and the criminal (quite often all 
one and the same). Most such regimes are in a constant 
state of conflict with those who oppose their domination. 
Frequently. these militaries have at their disposal state-of
the-art equipment and munitions that have been obtained 
from the world 's arms marlcet with or without external aid 
from the fonner Cold War giants_ Discipline, esprit de 
corps, and professionalism vary in these armed forces, but 
those officers and soldiers which have been trained by 
forme r Cold War allies are often among the best in the 
world. Most mil itary troops, however, are poorly ltllined. 
poorly motivated conscripts who serve out of fear and a 
sense of knowing where their ntltt meal comes from_ 

I'Iilitary Service in the U.S. 
In the United States military training and exPerience is 
voluntary and, in fact, many individuals fund thcircollege 
education by dedicating four or more years to military 
service. Additionally, many former military service per
sonnel, as well as lifelong "weekend'warriors". serve in 
the Reserves and National Guard. The Guard and Re
serves usually act in supporting roles for military opera
tions and arc employed in a variety of disaster rel ief roles. 
The military in the United States is dedicated to serving 
the interests of the nation, usually under the supervision 
of the civilian administration, and builds soldiers on a 
model of honor. duty, and country_ 

There are problems, however. While the military 
urges its soldiers to strive for some of humanity's high
est goals, it also demands that they surrender them
sel ves to some of its bases t motivati ons-to kill 
without remorse, to dehumanize the enemy, and to fol
low orders without though!. While there is much to be 
said of the nobility inherent in service and IBcrifice to 
the military. one cannot escape the-inherent brutality 
which is enshrined in its rituals, training, and goals. 
These factors are as present as the precepts of duty, 
honor, and country. 

Still, if the anned forees must appeal to and em
brace the darker trai ts of humanity, as an institution, it 
has also provided significant opportunities to Over
come adversity through career choiccs. The military in 
the United States strives to offer its troops unlimited 
opportunities. making it a curious bastion of both liber
alism and discrimination. Soldiers from diVerse back
grounds have risen to high rank, winning great honors 
through their service. At the same time, soldiers have 
been beaten down, abused. humiliated, and destroyed, 
simply on the basis of their identities. 

The mili tary in the United States is a tiny universe, 
but not an exact replica of U.S. society. It contains in 
many ways more of the best and more of the worst, and 
for this reason it is a likely breeding ground for invcs
tigators and for inscru table events hidden from the 
public eye. 



investigators with lllilitary 
Backgrounds 
Players choosing to make the military part of their back· 
ground gain • number of advantages. A military back
ground may offer an investigator specialized skills and 
training in SUf'lival and combat, as well as useful and 
informative contacts. Panicipation in the Reserves or Na
tional Guard will bring routine familiarity with military 
exercises and weaponry, without unduly keeping an in
vestigator from his main line of work. 

There is, however, a price for all of this. As a branch 
of the federal government the 
military keeps ex tensive re
cords, accessible to all other fed
eral and most law enforcement 
agencies. The investigator who 
wanlS to keep his paper trail to a 
minimum doesn't have a chance. 
Military service will leave the 
player exceedingly tBCeablc, if 
for no other reason than thai the 
military likes to keep track of its 
own, whether they are currently 
enlisted or a veteran. Investiga. 
tors thai are active in the military, 
Reserves, or National Guard are 
at the beck and call of their gov
ernme nt , and must recosnizc 
that 10 a greater or lesser degree, 
their lives are not the ir own. 

Active military must adhere 
to the chain of command, and 
specially trained soldiers such as 
Rangers, Special Forces, or In
telligence operatives are strictly 
controlled and are expected to 
repay the extreme invesunent 
Uncle Sam has put into them 
with absolute loyalty, account
ability, and availabi lity. Even if 
an investigator is only part-time 
military, he cannot count on hav
ing an unencumbered life. Train
ing and practice tlIercises are 
mandatory, and missing them, 
especially without permission, 
can have severe repercuss ions. 
Keepers should remind investi
gators involved wi th t11e mi litary 
that they can and will be called 
upon at a moment 's notice. Cruel 
Keepers may wish to make an 
occasional Luck roll on behalf of 
the investigators. 

Oenerating lllilitary 
Characters 
The follOWing are basic guidelines for t11e groups that 
comprise the United States Armed Forces. M uch of !he 
information will also be useful for generating Chll1k:lers 
from other nationalities, but it may require some adjust. 
ment. For many of the backgrounds there are significant 
skill points I vailable.-benelits from rigorous training 
and heavy invesunent by the mi litary. Such benefits 
should be balanced by the requirements the government 
will tlIlCt from such individuals. In most cases, specially 
trained military personnel should DOl be available for 
solving mysteries and invesligating Mythos enigmas un
less a clear military objective has been identified. 

These templates include skill lists on which investiga. 
tors spend their background poin ts as usual . There are also 
specialty ski lls in which the military ensures that the serv
ice person has a minimum qualifying level. The investi
gMOI" either receives the minimum score 10 meet the level 
of expenise, or the Keeper may assign a ski ll pen:entage 
within the range of that skill level. Players may assign 
background points to these skills as well , increasing them 
from the minimum proficiency level. 

S!ULORS 

1bese are the enlis ted members of the Navy and Coast 
Guard, from Seaman to Master Chief Petty OffICer. They 
are the basic staff and crew for ships and instal lations 
operated by the Navy. Sailors are part of an independent 
society that has its 0Wtl police. cooks , mechanics, joumal
isIS, and 50 on. 

For career sailors dislribute background points as 
usual. A bonus of 10 poinu each should be granted 10 
Swim, Navigate, and one Pilol skill . Career sailors also 
receive three skills, considered their specializations: two 
at a professional (s()%"7()%) level and one al an expert 
(75%-85%) level: these are often interrel ated based on 
the role of the sai lor (e .g ., a gunnery Petty Officer 
might have Anillery. Mechanical Repair and Operate 
Heavy Machinery). 

Investigaton USing the Navy or Caast Guard as part of 
their background should distribute their occupation back· 
ground points in their primary occupation. For the ir mi li · 
lary uperience they distribute 10 occupation points 
among the ir military skills per year in the armed forces 
(usually a minimum of four years) and gain three skills, 
considered their specializations. at a novice (20%--40%) 
level. Add the years spent in military service to the inves· 
tigator 's base age. 

Skilb: FistlPunch, Grapple, Handgun, Head BUll. 
Kick, Knife. Navigate. Pilot Boat. Pilot Ship, RiOe, Sub· 
machine Gun, Swim, Throw. 

SpedalizadoDs: Accounting, Artillery. Climb, Com
puter Use, Conceal, Electric Repair, Electronics, Fi rst 
Aid, Heavy Weapons, Law, library Use. listen. Machine 
Gun, Mechanical Repair, Operate Heavy Machinery, 
Other Language, SCUBA Diving. Sneak. Spot Hidden, 
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This background broadly represents enlisted troops from 
Private 10 Sergeant Major of the Anny, Marines, and Air 
Force. These individuals arc the infantry, armor, anillery, 
combat enginccB, medics, military police, mechanics, 
and eleclrof1ic specialiSts which keep the Anny, MariDeS, 
and Air Foo::e in business. Many fIOI\-OOInmissioned offi
ceB (NCO's) arc career military, but the bulk of these 
individuals arc dlort-timen who do their stint and get OUt 

to take their skills into civilian life. Most re5Crvists and 
guardsmen have this sort of background. rather than more 
intensive specialized training. 

To generate career military service personnel , 
distribute background points as usual. Distribute an addi
tional 50 bonus points among combat skills. Career mili
ta ry also receive three s kill s co nside red their 
specializations at a professional (SK-7~) level; these 
are of len interrclated based on the role of the 50Idier (e.g. , 
an MP (Military Police)-Law. Psychology, and Spot 
Hidden: a tank drjvcr- Ani1lery, Mechanical Repair, and 
Operate Heavy Machinery: ()( any OIher variat ions the 
Keeper ~m5 appropriate). 

Investigalon using the military u pan of their t.:k
ground should distribute their occupation background 
points in their primary occupation. For their milital}' ex
perience, 10 occupation points should be distributed 
among their mil itary skills per year in the armed forces 
(usually a minimum of four ytars) and invtstigatOfi also 
gain three skills considered their specializations at a nov
ice (2~) lcvel. Add the ycars spent in military serv
ice to the investigator's base age. 

Skill5: Bayooct, FisllPunch. Grapple, Handgun, Head 
Butt. Kick. Knife, Rifle, Submachinc Gun, Throw. 

Specialiuoons: Accounling, Arlillery, Computer 
Usc, Conceal, Drive Auto, Drive MOIO!"Cycle, Drive Tank, 
Electric Repair, Electronics, First Aid, Hcavy Weapons, 
Law. Library Usc, Listen. Machine Gun. Mechanical Re
pair, Navigate, Operate Heavy Machinery, Other Lan
guage, Sneak. Spol Hidden. 
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OI'I'ICIIIIS 

OffICers comc from many different backgrounds, al
though the bulk of the officer corps arc compiled from 
ROTC (Reserve Officers Training Corps) progranu II 
universilies and officer training schools that promote 
from the enlislCd ranks. A few prestigious and elilC offi
cers, perhaps 10...20'10, come from military academia. 
In !he United States, these include !he Air Foree Academy, 
Annapolis, !he Coasl Guard Academy, and West Point 

otrKCfS, whether in the Air Force, Anny, Mlrioes, 
Navy, or Coasl Guard, provide !he basic 1eadcr$hip and 
administration for their branchc5 of the armed fOlCCl. 
Tbcy also provide the doctors and lawyers which serve 
the mililary community in times of war and peace. Many 
offICerS rcceiw: even moR speclaliud traininJ u pilou and 
kadcrs of commando and Special Forces teamS, and they 
are covered under the descriptions of those bacqrounds. 

ClrCCr officers distribute their background points as 
usual . Tbcy gel SO bonus poinu 10 distribute among their 
administrative or command . kills (e.k .. CompUlcr Usc, 
PeBuade, etc.). Career officers abo 5Iart with three spe
cializations It a professional (soc..-70'i\) lew:l and one at 

, an upen (75110-85110) level. AI the Kccper's opIion, 
gnduatc5 of the prestigious military academics may add 
10'i\ 10 their Credit Rating. 

Investigaton baving formerly been a military offICer 
distribute their occupation bac:kJroUnd points in their pri. 
mary occupation. For their military elpcrience Ihcy dis· 
tribule 10 occupation poinu among their military skills 
per yCll" in the armed forces and gain four skills consid
ered their specialiutions " a novice (2~) level. 
Add the years spent in milital}' service 10 the invesUgI
lor's base age, with a minimum of four years. 

Skills: Aecounting. Computer Use, Credil Rating, 
Dedle, Fasl Talk, FisllPunch, Grapple; Handgun, Head 
BUll, Jump, Kick, Navia;ale, Persuade, Psychology, Rifle, 
Submachine Gun. 

SpeclaJizatioDs: Bargain, Hide, History, Medicine, 
Law, Library Usc, Listen, Other Language, PiIOl Boat, 
Pilot Ship, Sneak, Spot Hidden. 

~ 

Military planning relics heavily on infonnation gathered 
by its own network of operativcs and contacts and proc
cssed by its analysts. While some intelligcnce docs come 
from the CIA and NSA, the different armed forces in the 
United States train and maintain their own intelligence 
personnel in espionage, satellite data analysis. reconnais
sance, and tactical analysis of conventional and uncon· 
ventional conflicl zones. Oraaniza.tioll! include the De
feD5C Intelligence Agency (DIA), which coordinates mlli · 
tal}' intelligence and usigns military attacht:s to U. S. 
embassies; the U. S. Anny Inlellia;ence and Security 
Command (INSCOM): the Office of Naval Intelligence 
(ONI); the Air Force Intell igence Service (ARS): the Na· 
tional Reconnaissance OffICe (NRO). which ruM spy h l-



ellilCS and military payloads in the space progrun; and 
U.S . Marine Corp Intelli~ncc. 

There IR also inYcstiplivc arms for each Inncb of 
the armed forces: Criminal Invcstiptivc Division (00) 
in !he Army. NIyaI 'tlvcsti,ltivc Scrvk:es (HIS) fOf the 
N.vy and thc Marines, OffICe or Special Invcsti,atiOllJ 
(OSO in the Air Force, and Coast Guard InYestipliOllS 
(CGI). Durinl ptIOCtimc they deal primarily with inlel" 
naI affain. but in time ofwlI they CI.II also be called upon 
for intelligence dutics. 

For omeen, distribute background points IS u.suaI. 
Divide SO bonu.t points ImOfII knowledge ski lls (e.,., 
Library Usc, Other Languale, PsycbololY, elc.). Pick 
three specialiutions to Slllt It • professional (SQ'i,. 70%) 
level. For enlisted pcnonnel, generate IS per the ins~ 
tions for SoldierlMarinc, but usc the skills and spccializ.a
tions lists below. 

SIdDa: Computer Use, FisllPunch, Grapple, Hand
,un, Head BUll, Kick, Library Usc, Other WCU.ge, Per
suade, PsychololY, Rifle , Submac.hinc Qun, Throw. 

SpeciaIiDtkNat: Accounting, DisJUisc, Electronics, 
Foraery, Law, Locbmith. Medicine, Nlyipte, Sneak, 
Spot Hlddcn. 
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PILOI'S 

Pilau serve in all branches ofthc armed forces, be they of 
jet fighters, bombers, transports. reconnaissance planes, 
or helicopters. All playa yital role in military mi5Sions, 
but the fishter jocb tend to be the darlinls of the armed 
forcct. These pi lots arc also officers. but receiye special 
treatment and consideration because of their extensive edu
calion and traininl. Note: Pilots must usually not be oyer 
SIZ I~ and must naye a minimum tNT and DI!X of I~ . They 
also mU5l naye a minimum IUlCOmICtcd vision of 2Of20. 

Pilots diJuibute backlfOUnd points as usual . 1bcy re
ceive 7~ bonus poinu 10 distribute only to pilotinl and 
pUotin,-rel.tcd skills. Pilots choose one spccitliution to 
Stilt It I novice (2O'l>-4O'lo) level. and one It • profes· 
sional (5M>-70910) level. 

• 
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StWI: Computer Uac. Dodge. F'1r1t A;d. Rw'PuDCh, 
Grapple. HandJUD. Head BUll, Jump. Kick, NaYiJlte, 
Panlchute. Pilol Airliner. Pilol CiYil Prop. Pilot Hclicop
Ier. Pilot lei: fishier. Rifle. Spot Hidden, Submtchinc Gun. 

Spedltizad.oas: Electricil Replir. Electronics. 
Heavy Weapons, Usten, Machine Gun. Mcchankal Re
pair, Psychology. Soeak, Swim. 
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RAl'Klr.Rj AJIUSOIU'(E COPIMAJ'IlDO 

These are elite fighting forces, UiCd for both fronwl$
saults and missioas behind enemy lines. They must be 
ready to participate in reconnaissance, ram. disruption of 
enemy commUi!.ic:Ilions and supplies. and spearheading 
major offensiycs"l moment 's notice. In gcncraJ, Rang. 
ctSIAirbome Commandos arc voluntary career choices. 

Distribute occupation points as UJUaI . Add 75 bonus 
points distributed amonl any combat or surviyal skil ls. 
Take one ipCCwizatioo .. I professional (SO'l>-70'i\) leyel 
and one at • DOyice (2QII.40'i\) leyel. 

SIdUs: Bayonet, Oimb. Conca!, Dodle. FisllPuoch, 
Grapple. Handgun, Head Butt. Heavy Weapons, Hide. 
Kick , Knife, Listen, NaYigate , Parachute. Rifle . Sneak, 
Spot Hidden, Submachine Gun, Throw. 

Spec1aIiulioaJ: Computer Use, Demolitions, First 
Aid. Machine Gun, Manial Ans, Mechanical Repai r, 0p
erate Heayy Machinery. Other Lanluage, Psychology. 
Tracking. 

SPECIAL l'OR<Z5tsnCIAL OPERAll01'tS 

Special Operations., or Special Forces, personnel are the 
el ite of the e1ile. 1bcsc arc the most highly trained and 
experienced NCO's and offlCUS in the armed forces. They 
arc trained for I Yli'Xty of minioos, including counter
terrorism, COUnlCriDSlIIJency,low intens ity conn ict. sabQ. 
tag:e. traininl of insutJenll, suppon of espionage mis
sions. assauinttion. and any other mission deemed nearly 
impossible. 1lIcse ate a11 -volunlCCT fon:es made up of 
tltccr soldiers who atesupcrior in every way; the tTlin inl 
is diffiCUlt and I'requcntly danlel'OWl. Any inycsligator 
with this IS his (or much less freqi.ICntly her) backiround 
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will be a very skilled character capable of wreaking havoc 
in most conventio nal and unconventional situations. 
and will therefore be watched and counted on by the 
govemmenL Special Operations 
fo rces in the United States 
include the Delta Fo rce , the 
G reen Berets , Special 
Operatio ns Squadrons, Aero
space Rescue and Recovery 
Squadro ns, Navy SEALs , and 
the MarineCorps Force Recon. Othercountries with simi
lar forces include the UK's Special Air Service (SAS) and 
Royal Marine Special Boat Service (SBS); France's 
Groupe d ' Intervention Gendarmerie Nationale (GION); 
Israel 's Unit 269, Sayaret Malkal, and Kommando Yomi; 
and Russia's Spetsnaz units. 

Note: To have this occupation the invcstigator must 
have a minimum CON, INT, and mu of 15. Remember, 
these operatives are valued and watched closely by the 
government and are not free to act too indepeodently. 

Special Operations characten get double occupa
tional background poinlS (40 x mu). They also receive 
two specializations at a professional (.50%-70%) level and 
two at an expen (75%-85%) level. Officers frequently 
hold advanced degrees, sometimes multiple ones. 

Skills: Climb, Computer Use, Conceal, Demolitions, 
Dodge, Electrical Repair, Fast Talk, First Aid, FistlPunch, 
Grapple, Handgun, Head Bult, Heavy Weapons, Hide, 
Jump, Kick, Knife, Listen, Machine Gun, Martial Ans, 
Mechanical Repair, Navigate, Psychology, Rifle, Shot
gun, Sneak, Spot Hidden, Submac hine Gun , Swim, 
Throw, Track. 

SpKialbatioM: Anillery, Disguise, Electronics, For
gery, Locksmith, Medicine. Operate Heavy Machinei)', 
Othcr Language, Parachute, Pilot Boat, Pilot Civil Prop, 
Pi lot Helicopter, Pilot Jet Fighter, Scuba Diving. 

Ueutenent ERIC WEST, USN SEAL, HAL T..n TWo, on 
Aulgnment In"""n Oult, aa- 21 

STR 18 CON 18 Stl15 tNT te POW 15 
DEX 15 APP 14 EDU 18 SAN 15 HP 17 

Oemage Bonu.: +1d4 

Weepona: FlstI?unch 60%. damage 1<13 + db 
Grapple 60%, spec:IaI 
KIck 60')(., damage Ide + db 
Kn~e 50%, c1Bmage 1d4 + 2 + db 
Others as requlred 101' mission - . 
Skltla: ClImb 60%, CompuI6f Use 
2S%, Conceal 50%. DemoIiIiOII/iI 
60%, Dodge 60')(., Fastld( 50%, 
FIrst Aid 5O'l', HancIgtJ'l 6O%, 
Heavy Weapons 60%. !-ide 55%. 
IsIan'W: Uteratln 48%, JWIlIso%' 
I..isten 5O'lI., UartiaI AltI 4O%. Nrri
gate 5O'Jf., Plot Boa115%, PIoI 
HeIioopIer 50%. Psyc:hoIogy 61)%, 
Rille 60%, Sneak 50%, SpoI: Hidden 50%, &brnac:tWIe ~ 
10%, Scuba 0M'Ig 5(7%, S..wn 5O'X., Throw 55%, Track 25%; 
Languages: Arabic 15%. English 80% 

1)le Reserves and National 
Guard 
Investigaton may be members of the Armed Foroes Re
serves or National Guard. They are required to participate 

in frequent (o nce or twice a 
month) weekend training and 
prac tice sessions, and also are 
expected to attend yearly maneu
vers which may take a week or 
more. Unless part of a story, 
there is no need for the Keeper to 
role-play these exercises, but 
participating investigators 
should be credited with using 
their military skills' and receive 
experience roils in the oDes thai 
the Keeper deems were chal
lenged duriog the various drills. 
For monthly service this may be 
one to three skills. For more ad
vanced and lengthy actions the 

investigator may check six to ten skills, always at the 
discretion of the Keeper. This can be done oulSide of the 
main sessions for ease, orperhaps a solo adventure can be 
run for the investigator. 

New Sldll. 
ArUAliry (00'lr'0): INIt1 this akIf the InveatIgator may oper. 
ala p!opeIty MY of. nur'I'Ibtr oIla1ge caliber guns, from 
howItlefS and tank gOO5 10 Iutoeannona. 

o.moIttIona (00'If0): ...,..wtlgakQ ¥Ifth ... sk1181'8 able 
to set expIoIIve c:hargeI and etM18 • <Pk I...... booby 
trapS. They know ho<Iw 10 1IffedI0"8Iy use ........... _ to 
demolish vehk:fes and ~, and !hey ate awatII 01 
hoW 10 disarm axploslYe devices. 

ot.guIM (OS"'): The abaty 10 change one's appeeqnct 
ttvough make-up, dottlillll , .. ' .'"",1M, or attitude to 
IMIid noIIee or ID pus oneaen oft .. aomethiIlII one ill 
001. 

Forgery (OS%); This akII aIows the user to create false 
documents or signatures and have !him accepted as ""' ...... 
HMvy WNpon. (10%): This COVin the use 01 heavy 
milltery aupport weapons such as grenada, missile, and 
rocItet launchers: flamethrowers: and mortars. These 
weapoN ffiIIy be 01 the portable or vehlda-mountlld -. 
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The Police 
The COI,ttMJOJ prelS:nce ofcentrol cuthottty tJ dciIy Ife. crd $I()(J")9 of 

. file limit! of that cuthottty. 

P=. DePAR1MI!NI'S -.1 div"" \W')' all 
........ wcrid. bJtOM ..... ..me.dIem.a-
police Mad OIl 1M &o.t _ .... IboIo wt.o 

.. ill. IJOC:iety ..... who. fur c:. r-. or ."..... _'Ie booa kft "'Qidr. MOIl oopI wiD be qaict 10 poiIIl 
outlhlt!he awnp piIi ........ 'O COliC ..... olwtaM it', 
lib 10 be I cop. ud. iA (ICC. daoy'N pobibly ria;bt. MOIl 
peopM doll',., ......... ;'1. ill WOI'II 011. repa. bMia, 
MIl II» few peope who,do .... 10 avoid ... rei 1'6-
m 1bc fuaac.. The potice do dIiI_ • dIily ... 10 it iI.o 
........ ~ _.., 1i&WY' 'r J"hn wt.o 
haft ... ived ftn Wi 'Iw bave m'r. hip' C"" ---...-AlJ.-thiI beiac aaid. 1M police II'C iafiaicely r.Dibie. 
beiq: ......... Conuptioe exila, ill IOIDI pIItI 01 the 
wodd \0. ridiI:\aIou.I 0'-. RoIourceIIR oftea ti,tat.1Dd 
mare oAee ...... .at die police .. caBed to I'IIpODd 10 • 
Iympeoml'lltber 1h1i111be r j • Molt palid., iI ftIICtive 
rIdIer .... pew .i ... e.. .. *;at ewry police 

depalW • wc:ntwide .an". 10 ch''''' this.. It ahouId 
... be • btnd ........ police ... follow n,;d 
.... -. oil ill. d '.., widl a... bi _ oft ...... There is 
wry Iiak room for i JW etjoe of che law or their or· 
den.; c:6cen wIlD bnM p"""'*"Ol or tweak rIIIb .. very 
ofteft puniIhed for it, either throuah peer exile or KCI.IaI 
.... ml.ilfl'llive Ktioa.. 

Fuaally,lDOR police oft'"x:en., whlalhey do .. _job 
&It -.1 Cor ..... ni. iI .:II 10 A)' thIIlbe "1m who 
_iUa 1O.ne IOciety does 8iQ( war. Md&e; rMIcr, it is 
iqIc:wtIM 110 i Iw IbM bciq • police omc. is • 
IiOCIft job willi • sad)' ~ fair b I "' •• _ 110"" 
aibklroom for ad. i 7 As. cop. OBC lllbecribel to 

• cenu. "'U. vetIUI Them" Mtitude tbM LIllO(. all dis
aimll. to wIw soktien ·UDderJo durina: bIIic hWDa. 
..... "-_ fA ,'MicpIe aDd '9"ci,J IfOUP PYCIIDOlt 
police oIficen ."dod ~ _ comfort. Thole wbo 
IUd •• UI_' re •• 1 ia he'ri. ocben hIw. boous. 

1IIbat tile Polk:e Can and Can't Do 

• Bffeelll!. anal of. peatolli aiWlll p~ c..- that 
IIllA6w:tion or1he law'" __ pIKe.. 

• B&ct a..ch _leizun .... farmaUy ...... .. .. 
I'" IIDd otJtaiD pbylical nil " &om dIIlt pw-
_ widKU; Q at. 

• ElJect. W&mIIIdeu ImIl w" nowme" a.
,, ' ion oIamm., but widlp' ','Me calle. 

• Uu wbMew.- n:uou,"* IK'III ..,..., force is MCOI
U6'J 10 etrect III anal 

• Seize iIenu ill pIad Yiew wiCbout • ..ch ••• _ 
.... effectiDa: III anal. 

-
• S.lbIi'" brief.,.'· ... k ... at rod!Iocb ..s 

u. tll .. i ... 

• For\'Ie III emy c-Iy .......... a crime in pop ... 
or with .. belW'" a -wpect is wilhia. 

• Dctala • penoa. for a l"blclatW period wilhovl rur
Nlhia ... aMble calle for an ~ 

• Pcn::c • iadividual to haad OV'Cl' ideDtiflCalioll or 
ocb« pealOMl iIIIIII while DOl arre.stinl tJw penon. 

• Stop I pcnoD klqrr thaD is n:.uonably neeessuy 10 
fulfill ... !eptillllle purpr, I e, or the stop. 

• Slop .. illdividual 011 cbe buis or I hunch or any 
0Chu' ~ 1UIPicion. 

• ArbicnriIy -= • ilMtiYidaal. or bet beloncings .i""" c:idIa" ~ _ arat or presenting prnb---• ... ,ML ..... oIwiliclei 011 public roadways. 

• Prill: _ individall widKIat nllll MaNe slllpicion that 
I crime baa ~ or will taB pIKe. 

Of CQn8, lbilliltooukt 10011 aDd oa.. aad tbeIe \W)' fromC4J 7::) too:: 'd). MOIl potice .... bbtnts. however, 
ftl ........ ~ WI)' .... oldie riJhb of the iDdividual where such ripu an: PCl4oL:W by JO.ulWHCllt kJisIatiOl1. 
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_AJr.SCOIII!DO 

In !be United States, the MiraDdaIEscobcdo decisions of 
1966 were received by !he 1.111' enforcement community 
u. death blow to the criminal investigation pnxess. At. 
time when coercion, both physK:a1 and psychological, 
was routinely used in interrogations, the Miranda and 
Escobedo decisions were de livered by the United States 
Supreme Cowt to insure that confessions made by sus
pects were voluntary. Reasonably enough, the police re
action to the decisions (which required that a suspect 
know his rights to counsel and silence, and that those 
rights extended to • police interrog.tion room) WllS al
most unanimously DCg.tiVe. Who in his right mind would 
open his mouth and give. confession if he lmew that 
kecpinl it shut was perfectly kgal, and in fact thequickest 
way out of an interrogation, if not a conviction? Any 
auomey will te ll you that there is no 10licl1 reason 10 
speak to a detective in an interrogation without having 
counsel present. 

h 's amazing what people will talk about. however. 
and police detectives, who arc veritable professors of hu
man nature. arc vinuosos at convincing suspects to sign 
their rights aw.y in an interrogation. As most crimes arc 
solved on the basis of a confession in conjunction with 
physical evidence and eyewitness testimony. a majority of 
criTl'lC$ in the United States would go unconvic:ted i( the 
interrogation prOCCSli was crippled by the spirit of Mi· 
randalE5cobcdo. Instead, detectives follow the lellcr of 
the law. and once they have dispensed with that formality 
they begin their interrogations in earnesL It is ~gh ~ 
act of salesmanship unlike any known elsewhere In hIS
tory that a dc:tcctive can convince a suspect to allow an 
interrogation to lake place without reprcsentativecounse1. 
All a suspect need do is demand. I.wyer and the detec
tive must comply. That's all a suspect need do. But 10 very 
often , they just don' L convinced that asking for a lawyer 
will only make malletS WOBC. 

M' ...... 
TN MiIWlda WlnWlg. lIS 0'JI1.11Ot'Ity ~Id In 1M 
UnIt«I St.I ... .. aimiIar 10 !his: 

• You twI .... !he abtoIut. rigtlIlo remalri IienL 

• ArI)'It*lg you .. y or writl can and may be UHd 
IIgIIinet you In a court of law. 

• You twI .... 1M right 10 tak wIIh a ~ " .-ry 1irnI, 
before.-ry qu.lJoi oi .. g . bIbre • .,w ..... 1g any ~ 
.,.., or oomg any quesu.. 

• It you went alawyer and C8IWlOI alford 10 ~ 01'18, you 
will noc be asked .-ry ~ ., and 1M court .... be 
r8QU8IItld 10 appoW1I a lawyer tor you. 

D 1e;Ih/IeNCHOlASTORO, NYPOTweiIt) ab:1I Pr.;~ 1Ct, ..... . 
STR 13 CON 13 SIZ I. 
oex" APP 13 EDU 13 

0.1 g Bonue: NonrI 

WlipOO18: ·.38 revoIYef~. 
~ldlO 
IIIKe Pump-ed:Ion 12-geuge 
-42".4, damIIge -4d6 
FlIWIIfldl-4ft.. ~ 1<13 + db 

SIdIIe: a.tgeIn .I%, c:::a-nb 2-4%, 
CompuIer UN 2a. Oocige ~ 
DItYI Ala) 38".11., Fat ~ <tn.. 
FoI ...... 3ft.. Uw "",, l.Inry 
lIM 2n.. UIIen -4S'ICo, Ooc:uft 
18"4. p ..... el%.~ 
504%, Sneak 17%, Spot HIdI:*\ 

INT 12 ...... 

5e%; lang"""" EngIsh eo%. SpIrIiItI 75'" 

Modem Forensics 

POW 11 
HP 14 

Most major polk:c depanmtnts now have uni ts specifi. 
cally lnIincd ror crime scene analysis, with professionals 
whose job it is to de liver a complete forensic evaluation 
of I C{imc scene, be it a bedroom, an alley. or the trunk: or 
I car. In smaller rural departments, detectives double up 
as forensic speci.lists, lifting prints themselves rather 
than summoninl' specialist to do the diny work. foren
sic work-ups arc Ihorough. supplemcnred with photographs 
and dnwinp or the crime scene and complete inventories 
of all items at the location. Don' t be fooled-these people 
won'l miss much • • nd they know how 10 look, 

Since the crime scene evaluation is 50 vital to an in
vestiJation, the process is carefully performed, in some 
cases taking several hours. The inYestigation of lohn 
Wayne Gacy's Chicago basemenl look oyer. week, ror 
example, Anything that could be at all pcniDCnt to the 
crime is examined and recorded. 

The forensic pnxess is DOW a refined one. A mysteri 
ous stain can be ICSlcd quickly and easily in the field and 
be identified in I mailer of seconds as blood, hwnan or 
otherwise. Prints can be lifted !'rom almost any swfate 
using the right equipment, and if the equipment isn't 
available. and the investigation warrants ii, the item in 
ques tion can be forwarded to the FBI labs in Was.hin~ton , 
D.C. for further analysis, where the Bureau mamtalns a 
finlerprint database with over 193,000,000 prints on file 
and receives an additional 34,000+ SClS or prints each 
workday. With a fluoroscope and the a!'PIop! iate aerosol, 
detectives can detennine the e)[istence of blood stains on 
concrete or other swfaces, even arter the suspect surface 
has been ckaned. The standard paraffin powder-residue 
test has been replaced by a far more efficient one, USing 
pretreated swabs. that will reveal the presence of gunpow
der on a suspect's hands. 

Forensic teams wilt often work a site with vacuum 
(:leaners that hold special bags, in order to collect fibers, 
hairs, and other human detritus left at the scene (0( later 
laboratory analysis lind possible matching with a suspect. 
1l1e effort is significan t. but the process is refined. and 



such physical evidence is often vital 10 a dcl«tive woo 
wlshc.l1O exlrlCll confession. 

AI the nmc time, modem ballistics is appallingly 
comprehell5ivc. If a bullet can be re(;(lvere(i more or less 
intact, the poliee will be able to malch it to iu original 
weapon if the gun is ever discovered. By the same loken. 
spccifie WC3pOns may be identified through an examina
tion or sptnt brass or bullets. Although shOlgun ,lugs 
cannot be identified through the same procedure, sptnt 
casings can be mlll:hed 10 their parent weapon. And iryou 
think the gun is I problem, bear in mind thai bullets are 
manu(lIClumI in lots, and lOIS can be InICed to dcakR. and 
dealers can be questioned about who was buying.4S ACP 
shells in, say, the last month. If the poliee have a partial 
description of their suspcel, even belief. 

DI'tA AMLYSIS 

Analysis of dcoll.yribonucleie acid can positively match I 
IUSpccllO I crime secne or vietim. DNA iii unique in all 

individuals t.J.eept idcnticaJ twins, and may be recovered 
from blood and other body fluWls, as well as tissues and 
organa. To re(;(lvcr DNA from I strand ofhair requires an 
intaclstnuld. intludinglhe root. Specif.c laboratories arc 
required 10 exlrlCt and analyze DNA. and the proccu is 
ell.pcnsive and not undertaken lightly, although this is 
changing as its admiuibililY in coun becomes more com
mon. Dr. Alec Jeffreys of the University of Leicester dis
covered the DNA "fingerprint" in 1984. but it wasn' t until 
a rape case in November 1987 thai the procedure was used 
in COUR. leadin, to conviction. lbc FcderaJ Bureau of 
lnvcsti,ation became the fint crime laboratory in the 
United States 10 offer DNA testing in December, 1988. 
and in collabc:ntion with 5CientU:15 (rom state and kIcaJ 
crime laboratories has developed the Combined DNA In
dell. System (COOlS), 10 be used in groupin, 5CriaJ rape 
cases and sexual assault cases, and in identifying pre. 
viowJy unidentifiable corpses. 
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Criminals and Crime 

Those elements of society that make the world dangerous. some of 
whom perhaps are under the Influence of a greater evil ... 

Organized Crime 
Organized crime, ever-present in human history, under
went radical growth in the twentieth century. The actual 
organizations are varied. but all share similar traits. and 
all, ultimately. have the same goals. Of the hundreds of 
criminal groups operating in the world today, almost all 
are influenced by or beholden to oneofthe Big Three (the 
Mafia. the Triads. and the Yakuza), and it is this Big Three 
that collectively have formed what is now referred to as 
the International Mafia. With the recent addi tion of vari· 
ous Central and South American drug eanels, most often 
collectively and erroneously labeled as the Columbians, 
organized crime affects every government on the planet 
economically. social ly. and politically. While the Mafia, 
the Triads. and the Yakuzaal l claim histories ranging back 
hundreds of years. it has been only recently that law en
forcement and politicians throughout the world have be
gun [0 identify the scope and nature of this threat It was 
the 1980·5 before the United States government officially 
acknowledged that the Mafia eltisted, and even now there 
llJ"e politicians in Italy who maintain there is no such group. 

These big three have a vested interest in portraying 
themselves as the champions of the common man, mod
ern·day Robin Hoods that strike at the rich for the greater 
equality of all. In each culture this analogy is attempted 
and it ultimately faits. because the assertion is patently 
false, and an eltamination of any of these groups' activi· 
ties will reveal this. Traditions are paid frequent lip-serv
ice in each of these organizations, but even that has fallen 
away as the younger members wrestle with the modem 
world, taking whatever they can without considcration of 
history or appearances. The modem gangster in any of 
these organizations is more likely 10 be found in a bank 
office than in a nightclub, most likely wearing the latest 
fashions. This is business, and that is foremost on the 
mind of organized crime. Ultimately, all these groups are 
concerned with making money, and with that as their 
common goal , they rarely find themselves in conflict 
these days. The world seems big enough for \hem, and 
they know how to share. 

lbe Mafia 
It is generally held that the Mafia began with the Sicilian 
unification in 1860 thaI drove the Bourbon monaichy 
from the island, as a band of freedom fighlers thaI used 
everything they had to liberate themselves. From this be
ginning rapid ly grew a semi-organized para-military 
group of fami lies that parceled up portions Or that island 
nation and then began collecting money from a variety of 
ventures, including extortion, theft, and protection rack
ets. Those who opposed a particular mafia family's requests 
were most often murdered outright, publicly and grue
somely. In fact. to be a true mafioso---a Man of Honor, or 
a made man----one must have committed murder. Those 
who kill with eltceptional skill or "style" are called Men 
of Valor. Thc prestige and respect granted those with these 
titles comes from the rather peculiar homicide.hierarchy 
of the Mafia-the more you murder, !lDd the more impor
tanl the victim, the greater the prestige. 

This works eltccptionally well. asdeath is the ul timate 
tool of any terror organization, and the Mafia has lime and 
again made it clear that they are always willing to ki ll. 

1be Mafia is mosl often seen as two divided organi
zations, the American and the Sicilian factions. In the 
1920's this was the case, with the American Mafia, or 
Cosa Nostra ("our affair"), existing as a separate entity 
rising from the immigrant mafiosi that fled Sicily when 
driven out by other families. During Prohibition the 
Ameriun ann flourished, monopolizing trade in bootleg 
liquor, controlled loan sharking. gambling, and prostitu. 
tion. The Sicilian ann nourished as well, despite attempts 
by Mussolini to destroy it, and with the World War 11 
landing of the Allies in Sicily found itself allied with the 
United States military. 

Bu[ it wa,s heroin that brought the two arms back 
logcther, with a summit organized by Lucky Luciano in 
Palermo during the fal l of 1957. Roughly what occurred 
was this: The American ann asked the Sicilian arm to lake 
over trafficking and distribution of heroin in the United 
States. an arrangement that stands to this day. With this 
decision, Cosa NOSln immediately became subservient 
10 and dependent on the Sicilian Mafia. In return, signifi
cant law enforcement pressure was taken off the Ameri
can arm. 



It is estimated that drugs alone make the Mafia the 
twentieth richest nation in the world. Conservative es
timates during the 1980's put Mafia yearly profits at a 
quarter of a trillion dollars. Europe is considered solely 
Mafi.-held. although both the Triads and the Yakuza 
h.ve begun to infringe on this sovereignty in the last 
ten years. 

The Triads 
Preceded by thousands of years of Chinese secret so
cieties, the Triads were founded in the late seventeenth 
century. purportedly by five Foochow monks. with the 
sole agenda of overthrowing the Manchu dynasty and 
restoring the Ming dynasty to power. The name ·"Tri.d" 
derives from the three basic Chinese concepts of 
Heaven. Earth. and Man. Bound together through .se
cret oaths and rituals that combine ancestral and astral 
worship. segments of Buddhist, Taoist, and Confucian 
philosophies, and II. healthy dose of mythology, new 
recruits must pass rigorous physical tests, swear thirty
six oaths. and often drink blood. either human or ani
mal. to signify not only a blood brotherhood but also 
the spilling of blood that will result from any violation 
of their oaths. 

Over the nexl two hundred years the Triads began 
to realize the immense wealth that could be reaped 
from criminal pursuits. and more and more of the sects 
forgot their political agendas and pursued more crimi
nal enterprises. Still. it was the Eight Trigrams Sect
also called the Fists of Harmony and Justice, or Ihe 
Bolters-that led the 1900 BOlter Rebellion againslthe 
European invaders. ' 

Like the Mafia. World War U presented the Triads 
with an incredible opportunity 10 increase their scope and 
profits. most specifically in the field of opium production. 
recently abandoned by the British. From opium comes 
heroin. and from heroin comes incalculable wealth. Hong 
Kong, already a Triad-controlled domain, soon was 
ncoded with more sects of the liiads when Mao 'JSe..tung 
came to power on the mainland. 

Today, all of Southeast Asia is dominated by the 
Triads. Most Triad money comes from heroin, and they 
control the entire process from opium harvests in Thai
land and Burma to refineries that process the poppy 
into injectable and smokable heroin, to the smuggling 
of the produci throughout the world, primarily from 
Hong Kong. Additionally. the Triads have a bru tal repu· 
tation in all other criminal pursuits, from a wide.rang
ing nesh tude that includes white s lavery and 
hard-core pornography to the more mundane pursuits, 
such as jewel robbery. 

Most importantly, the Triads are , by necessity, 
migrating. With the return of Hong Kong -from the U.K. 
to mainland China in 1m, and then the return of Macao 
in 1999. members of the various sects are already plan
ning ahead, moving funds and bases of operations else
where in the world, panicularly into Europe. Canada. and 
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the United States. law enfon:ement agencies io all the 
areas concerned are only now beginning to realize the 
threat the Triads pose. Of all organiud crime. it is the 
Triads who are the richest, biggest, and most fearsome, 
boasting a total membership in the millions, and "clean
ing" more than $100 billion a day through front compa· 
nics and other "laundries." 

111£ 10""" 
Frequently the terms Tong and Triad are used 
interchangeably. but there is a distinction. Since the 
tum of this century, the Tongs have acted as the Triads' 
" foreig n offi ce" for immigrant commu nities. The 
Tongs grew from the need of Chinese immigrant com
munities 10 h • ....: lome SOI1 of centralized government 
and voice when dealing with their host countries. as 
well as the expected Triad relationship in their new 
homes. Of all immigrants, the Chinese have tradition· 
ally been dealt with most harshly. and especially in the 
United Slates, the Tongs acted as a voice for each Chi
nalown to local government, while providing for their 
own communities those cultural necessi ties denied by 
host law. China has liang cultural history of gambling, 
and, from persistenl British efforts, an acquired opium 
habit. The Tongs established and maintained gambling 
and opium dens for their communities. In the U.S .. 
where Chincse immigrants were not allowed to bring 
women into the states, this diversified into prostitution. 
Other vices (ollowed. 

Today Tongs are seen as legitimate Chinese cultural 
organiz.ations, and many engage in multiple community 
and charitable ACtivities. The extent of their cumnt rela
tionships with the Triads remains open to speculation. 

The Yakuza 
Multicolored full·body tattoos and severed fingertips 
are the popular hallmark of the YakuZl, but like their 
brethren in Sicily and Hong Kong , this is more often 
concealed beneath eltquisilely tailored clothing. The 
missing digits paid to an oyabu" (leader) for disobedi· 
ence and the 1111005 vowing allegiance and illustrating 
virility are merely the trappings of a criminal organiza
tion as powerful as its brothers. Predecessors of the 
Yakuza can be traced back to the kobuki-mQno-"crI'l.Y 
ones"-in 1612 Japan. and it is from these ranin (mas
terless samurai) who looted towns after the Tokugawa 
Shogunate that they were born. The Yakuza, however. 
promote the belief that they are the descendants of the 
nlDchi.yako-"servants of the lown"-who (ought off 
the crazy ones. This self-delusion is imponant, because 
it innuences the perception of the Yakuza in Japan to 
this day. They are promoted io pop culture as chival· 
rous Everymen, trying to do only the most honorable 
thing in all endeavors. Whatever their true lineage may 
be is absolutely impossible to verify. 

Nowhere else in the world does any organized crime 
group have as much power as the Yakuza does in Japan. 
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They are a fact of life, to such. degree th.t thoughtJ of 
resistance are ludicrously inconceivable. Traditionally ul· 
tn-right-wing in their politics, the Yakuza has been I»
hind every Japanese parliament sim:e World War n , when 
the United States resuuctum:l the country. In SO doing, 
they built the Yakuza into the foundation . Practically 
nothing that earns significant revenue is free from Yllku7.D 
fingel$. 1be entertainment industry in Japan is Yakuza
eontrolled, and this goes some way to explaining the con
stant films , books, songs, and comics that are produced 
promoting the noble Yalruza image. 

The YaJcuu dnrows half of its income from the staple 
of modem organized crime. drug trafficking. It was esti
mated in 1982 that narcotics brought in $ 1.92 billion dol· 
lars, and there is no reason 10 assume this figure has 
dropped. Although this is meager in comparison 10 the 
amounts made by the Triads and the Mafia, the amount is 
still staBBering, especially when viewed with an eye to the 
exclusiveness of the Japanese market. Gambling and I 

thriving skin trade provide for another thiny percent of 
Yllkuza income, with protection and other practices milk· 
ing up the remainder. 

1be nine major Yaltuza syndicates boast a memb«· 
ship of roughly 30,000 members, with the Yamaguchi· 
gumi being the largest and Toa Yusi ligyo Kumiai the 
smallest. There are over 2,000 other, minor, syndicates, 
with another70,000 or 10 members. Japanese pol ice have 
been working furiously since the 1980's to lower these 
figures, with mixed success. 

Perhaps of all organized crime groops, it is the Yllkuza 
that maintains the most riBid controls, due in great part to 
the cultuflll emphases on honor and duty. Other than that , 
their rules are roughly the same as the Triad!! and the 
Mafia-a member should never reveal the secrets of the 
organization, never violate the wife or children of another 
member, never withhold money from the gang, never dis
obey a superior, and never, ever. appeal to the police, or 
any other law exctp( their own. 

Like the Triads and the Mafia, the Yakuz.a is diveni· 
fy ing, except that instead of making its way throuah 
Europe to the New World, the Yakuu. has turned east, 
sliding into North America first. It was with some alann 
in the late 1970's that the U.S. Department of Justice 
began to realize just how much Yakuza influence was 
present in Hawaii and California, a sitUation they have 
been actively trying to rectify ever since. 

Most notorious of all the YakUu.'s practices, though, 
are its adventures in the sldn trade. Hard.core pornogra
phy is illegal in Japan. and thus this void is filled from 
overseas. Additionally, live women are imported from 
overseas, panicularly the United States, either willi thei r 
consent or through trickery. Documented horror stories of 
women answering casting calls in Los Angeles or San 
Francisco only to be sent to Japan 10 work as prostitutes 
or"bostesses" continue 10 come to light. This trade, how
ever, is minor compared with the trade in women that 
exists between Thailand or the Phil ippines and Japan. The 
brothels of World War II arc still remembered through
out Southeast Asia, and the demand for such exotic 
women continues. 

Urban Gangs 
The banding of people for security or comfort is noth ing 
new, and as such gangs are not new either, despite their 
fTequcnt portRyal as a twentieth century phenomenon. An 
aceurale count of all the different gangs in the world 
would be impossible, nOl only because of the sheer num
ber of them but also because of their transitory nature. 
Technically, the Mafia, the Ya\tuza, etc. al l began as 
"gangs." Nonnally found in the more recent immigrant 
communities, where there is a desperate need forselr-pro
tectioo and validation, modem gangs do differ from their 
predecessors in two differeD! aspects. First of all, they 
have many of the obvious benefits of technology, and this 
most often manifests in a proliferation of weaponry-far 



more violent crimes are committed by gangs now than 
ever before in hislory, possibly because it is now thai 
much easier to kill, maim, and hun another person. The 
second reason is drugs. On the slreetlevel, any gang thai 
wishes to survive must deal with drugs. Those that don't 
will not last long. 

The reason for this is simple: Organized crime uses 
many street gangs, either wittingly or unwittingly, as foot
soldiers. The Triads in particular have been known to 
cultivate and arm othu Asian gangs, playing the cultural 
biases of one group against another. A Laotian gang 
turned against a Vietnamese gang will result in furious 
fighting, as both peoples have long memories of the injus
tices they have suffered at each others' hands. 

This is not to say that all gangs have organized 
crime ties. Far from it. Rather, most gangs are far more 
concerned with the day-tcrday problems of preserving 
thei r honor and tenitory and, most imponantly, protect
ing each other. Here is the root of all gangs-members 
suppon and defend one another against all outsiders for 
the sake oT colors or territory or ideas that ultimately tie 
more strongly than the bonds of blood. This sense of 
security, of belonging, is what makes most gangs so 
appeali ng and powerful. Ultimately they survive on the 
basis of their need for one another, a need based, per
haps,. in human nature. 

Most gang members, whatever their topical reasons 
for banding together, share certain common traits. A 
practiced hand at casual violence is common, with ex
perience in a variety of weapons or hands or fists. 
Knowledge of their immediate territory is complete, 
down to the names of everyone who lives in each house 
on each street: All geography is territory-bascti, and 
most gang members can tell you where the lines are 
drawn at any given time. Fr«[uently there is some fun
damental 'schooling, often forgotten, but remembered 
by others. Ill ite racy is common. 

The Crips and the Bloods 
The most notorious gangs in the United States are the 
Crips and the Bloods. These are gangs made up predomi
nantly, but not exclusively, of black youths. It is nOi un· 
common fo r Asians, Caucasians, or Lat inos to be 
members of a Crip or Blood set (a smaller subset of the 
largu gang). A gang-banger 's allegiance is to his gang's 
colors, not the color of those in the gang, and these colors 
are what all 'hangers must be willing to die for. 

The origins of these two gangs are obscure. Both 
arose in south central Los Angeles at about the same 
time, after the Watts riots of 1965. The politically ori
ented gangs that came out of the riots-the Black Pan
thers, US, and others-failed to attract much of the 
area's youth. It is theorized that around. 1968- 1969 a 
kid named Raymond Washington put together a group 
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of youths from Fremont High School in Watts, a small 
gang that indulged in petty theft and the standard gang 
practicesofterritoriaVcommunityprotection.Atthesame 
time in WatlS there lived a large population of elderly 
Japanese, and it was on one night while a group of them 
were out walkingthattheywereattacked by Washington's 
gang. The Japanese group started screaming and shout
ing, driving off Washington and his homeboys and sum
moning the police. It was during the ensuing explanations 
made to the cops in fraetured English that one of the 
elderly people described one of her assailants as "a crip 
with a stick", apparently meaning that one of the home
boys had a bad leg and a cane. A police reporter picked up 
the term, and the Crips were born. 

The Crips continued terrorizing the Watts community 
and, out of admiration, other sets began cropping up in the 
area. In Compton, the West Side Crips were formed, for 
example, by a group of sophomores at Washington High 
School. It was this group that adopted the color blue, from 
the blue and white bandanas they used to cover their faces 
when they went on their little sprees. 

In opposition to these West Side Crips, some kids 
on Piru Street organized into a gang---the original Pirus 
(there are several now). The bandanas the West Side 
Crips were wearing a lso came in red and white; the 
Pirus staned wearing those, claiming red as their color. 
Roughly at this time the Pirus began calling themselves 
"Bloods", the word black soldiers had called each other 
in Vietnam. It stuck. 

More and more sets began to spring up, for the most 
part Blood sets organizing to fight off the rapidly prolif
erating Crips. Warfare between the Crips and the Bloods 
was open, until a falling-out occWTCd between certain 
Crip sets, and they began fighting among themselves and 
with the Bloods. In 1991 it was estimated that fifty-six 
Crip sets ran in Los Angeles alone, some wi th upwards of 
350 members. By this time, gangs of Crips and Bloods 
had also sprung up in cities throughout the United States, 
as well as some ci ties in Europe. 

Most Crip names are derived from territorial con
fines-the Eight-Tray [sic} Crips (83rd Street from Ver
mont to Van Ness in Los Angeles), the Watts Baby Loe 
Crips, the Kelly Park Crips. Broadway 52. Blood names 
are similarly colorful-SkOilSdaie Picus, West Side Pirus, 
Bounty Hunters, Five-Deuce Villains. 

Irish and Jewish and Italian youth gangs in the 
United States eventually evolved into more subdued, at 
least superficially, organized crime groups. Unlike this 
past gang pattern, the Crips and Bloods have remained 
roughly the same for thirty years. They have already 
raised new generations of gangsters, and while some of 
the old gangsters have moved on to greener pastures
drug dealing while the younger 'bangers do the foot
work, for example-most Crip and Blood sets have not 
really changed. 



so _1"." Haadbook 

Pornograpby 
and Drugs 

A lo t of the money moving in the world today comes 
from illegal sources of income, and the &mount is truly 
SII&gcring. especially where nan:otics and pornogra
phy are concerned. ()Yer SIOO billion a day moYeJ be
tween privately owned security compantes. keeping the 
funds clean and safe. and of lIIat figure easily three 
quarters is from the narcotics lBde aIODe. Between the: 
sale o f illegal d rugs and the manufacUlle of porno
graphic mate rial , the unscrupulous co uld fund their de
signs indefinitely. 

Pornography 
Pomo,rapily is a widespread and entrenched industry 
throughout the WOl'Id with the manufacture of filnu , vid
eos. and ma,lZines depicting all manner of soft - and 
hardcore activities on the rise, partially as a response to 
the: lhn::a, o f AIDS and partial ly as a response to the 
world 's changing perceptions o f sexuality. Restricted to 
some degree in all countric.l excqM Denmark, pc»sellton 
and We of pornographic material is punishable in . vari
ety of ways ranJin, from fines to death. depending 00 

where the infraction occurs. 'The dc:finilion of pomop
phy is amorphous as well , and changes depending on 
local and federal sundards. 

As dcmand increases for pOI"nOJTlphy. more and more 
varied IIStes are being Cltered to, from bestiality and pc
doph.iJi. to iado-masochism and OCher fetish ·oriented ma
terial . Some of th is material is patently illegal. with 
depictions of mutilations, rape, and murder. Such illegal 
material natW"ally fetehes a very high price and is in 
grel' demand. especially among the tightly kn it special 
interest communities. Snuff filnu are widely Nmored to 
exist. espKial ly in South America. although these filnu of 
murder and sex shot in Smm or 16mm have apparently 
never surfaced. 

In addition to the obvious financia l benefits that culll 
would receive from the manufacture and distribution o f 
tnesc: materiab, another goal can be discerned. Pomolfl
ph)' thll is directed II deviant behavior and desire can 
only $UVe to diminish an individual's sanily and sense of 
morality. In the last twenty yearssome psychoioaisl$ have 
begun esablishin, a link between the use of pornography 
and acu of sexu.ai violence, and it is well known that 
many serial killen have had extensive porn collections 
depicting exceptionally deviant acts. By linking sex, a 
natural act., with any number of unnarural ones. partici
pan ts may have their disposition turned away from hu
manity and towards the enemies of humankind thatlurt 
in the skies. 

Drugs 
AddictiOfi ii a powerful force . So is greed. With these 
two forces married in the drug trade, i lle,al narcotics 
have affected aUlSpI:(:tI of the lale twentieth century, 
and the re is no indication that the problems arising 
from thil unio n are loing to subside. Cenainly. droll 
are nOi new. The British a lone manased to addict most 
o f Chin I, c reating an opium market where no ne eli.ted 
before Ind leaving it behind them when they were 
driven OUI o r the country in the early pan of this cen. 
tury. The scope is enonnous-the manufacture and dis
tribution of illegal narcotics may. in fac l, be the first 
uuly worldwide industry. From the opium CUltiv lted in 
the hills o f AfghanisIIn by Pathlll tribesmen 10 the 
17-year-o ld junkie lying in a shooting g illery in Paris, 
drugs hive reached everywhere. crossing I II lines of 
class. race, and belief. 

For culti sts. the benefits here are plentiful and ob
vious. The drug trade. being in te rnatio nal , I\lo ws for 
communicatio n between organizat ions throughout the 
world and the Uanspon of more than JUS! mind-altering 
chemicals . AI the lame time. the varied products that 
are distributed in o ur cities strike II all humanity, and 
where addiction f05ten , society weakens. The crack 
used in the inner ci ty to break wills and annihilate hope 
isn ' t all that different from the cocline being snorted by 
the yuppies in trendy bathrooms in New York. Both 
destroy will I nd spirit. and both lead ultimatel, to 
death. With the biolo,ieal nature of addic tion as a b0-
nus , what better weapon is there to pave the way for the 
return of the Great Old Ones (and who knows how 
drugs came to exist?)? 

Additionally, drugs which nalural ly induce hallucina
tions and visions may, with the proper additiOllJ. lead to 
revelations of I more horrifying kind. A "higher pen:ep-
tion

H 

revealed by a particularly treated batch of heroin 
may leave the user babbling from visions of something 
piping at the center o f the un iverse. It's not impossible. 
considering the basic link between religious visions and 
!be usc of narcotics. 

And the money-never fOfJet the money. A cull 
funded by even a minute portion of the dNg trade has 
eDOUgh financial power to cN l h alm05t any ind ividual , 
and with addicts as shock IlOOps. or at least cannon fod
der. willing to do just about anything to get their nelt fix, 
the potential for warping people against other people 
should live us all pause. 

Cultists Need Money. Too 
It 's I capilalbl world and money is a way of life. Every
thing has a price and everything COSlS something, and 
cultists need money 10 pay for their lodginl and travel and 
weaponry and the slrIllger things thaI might be required 
10 see their ga.ls reach fruiti on. 

1be first thing I modem investigator should do when 
confronting a new foe is to dctennine how the organiza
lion or individual is funded . Bank statements and lax re--



turns should be reviewed, and perhaps I credit check or 
two might be made. Most countries regulate their banks 
and the banking process, tracking deposits and withdraw. 
als in an attempt to monitor the economy, detennine ap-
propriate tax rates, and, among other things, spot illegal 
funds and money.laundering operations. 

Not all cultists will be making thei r money illegally. 
Many hold regular jobs, as steady employment creates 
a wonderful illusion of stability. But a regular paycheck 
may not always be enough, and investigators should be 
prepared to track supplemental funds from dummy cor. 
poration to dummy corporation, from Hong Kong to 
Canada to Panama before discovering who cut a check 
in Brussels. 

Serial Crime 
Much has been made in recent years of serial crimes and 
offenders. The tenn "serial killer" was coined by the 
FBI's Robert Ressler and is best defined as an individual 
who, for whatever his reasons, is committing murder in a 
u:ries. ImpliCit in this is that the u:ries has some sort of 
unifying logic-for the murderer-and it is through the 
discovery and subsequent understanding of th is interior 
logic that most serial killers are pursued. 

The last fifty years particularly have secn u:rial crime 
rates escalate. One clear reason for this is simple advances 
in communication. Unlike most law enforcement investi. 
gators, the serial criminal is rarely tied to one location, 
and therefore may commit crimes in multiple jurisdic. 
tions. Where different law enforcement agencies did not 
tommunicatc, they had no way of knowing that the 
crimes being committed in Miami were quite similar 10 
those committed in Dallas. The FBI's VICAP program 
was developed to solve this problem, fostering greater 
communication between investigative bodies. In turn, 
this communication has led to a greater recognition of 
serial behavior. 

Then again, perhaps the times themselves are to 
blame, at least for the increased numbers o f serial 
·crimes. The late twentieth century has by no means 
been easy on the individual's psyche, and with the 
mushrooming population, incidences of insanity have 
certainly risen as well. 

Investigators are uniquely placed to investigate serial 
crime, because the major thrust of such investigation is in 
the discovery of some hidden unifying factor, a technique 
noc dissimilar 10 the procedure used to uncover Mythos 
plots. In fact, many of the clues that alert investigaton to 
potential Mythos activity could easily be perpetrated 
by a serial killer rather than a cultiSl Strange and appar. 
enlly random murders with mutilation and sexual assault 
in a series could be the act of a lone, insane individual, or 
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a whole group of the same. The label for that group is 
often "CulL" 

On a fundamental level, perhaps all modem cultists 
are truly serial criminals, or vice versa. 1bere is really 
very little difference. Both act on a private agenda known 
only, ultimately, to themselves. Both are exceptionally 
ski lled at concealing their true natures and motives. Both 
interact freely with society, and have been known to exer. 
cise exceptional charisma and charm. And both have ab
solutely no regard for other human beings, seeing 
themselves as certainly different and sometimes, perhaps, 
as better. 

Serial killers in particular pursue an agenda that 
most orten arises from sexual inadequacy, fantasy, and 
wish fu lfillment. Almost without exception, all known 
serial killers have been the products of dysfunctional 
families where love and comfort were uniformly de. 
nied. All serial killers lack empathy and , in point of 
fact, must lack it, or else they would not be able to do 
what they do. Somewhere in the serial killer 's develop. 
ment sexual fantasies begin to incorporate violent im. 
agery, far beyond the normal fantasies of adolescents, 
and these fantasies grow to the point where the victim 
involved has no purpose other than that of a prop, and 
certainly is seen to be only that valuable. It has been 
stated, in fact, that all serial crime is sexual, and that 
serial killers in panicular are acting out detailed and 
disturbed sexual fantasies that ultimately can never 
be the experiences they are seeking. This does not 
mean serial crime must include thc actual sex act, but 
rather Ihat sex is the driver of the vehicle. The nature of 
the serial insanity is fundamentally this: The reality can 
never be as good as the fantasy, and therefore the serial 
killer must try and try again. 

ItIASS flruRDERERS. SERIAL KDA.ERS. Arp> 
SPREE KILLERS 

The tenn mass murderer applies to both serial killers and 
spree killers alike, describing an individual who leaves 
multiple corpses in his wake. The appreciable difference 
lies in the methodology of the murderer. Where a serial 
killer is content to move from one victim loanocher. rarely 
claiming multiple victims at a time, a spree killer is far 
more likely to walk in to a fast ·food restaurant and open 
fire with an automatic weapon, attempting to take the life 
of everyone in his path. 

As a result, most spree killers end up taking their own 
lives, for the nature of !heir crime is particularly disorgan. 
ized, at least upon execution. There is little or no concern 
for actions after the crime has taken placc--the murders 
committed are the lenninus of the action. (In fact, some 
people apparently conduct killing sprees in a deliberate 
attempt 10 be ki lled by police--the phenomenon of "blue 
suicide.") Conversely, a serial killer is more frequently 
concerned wi th continuing his actions and thus with the 
necessary steps to conceal his crimes, or at least his iden
tity, from the law. 
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The Personality I'roftle 
By reviewing past crimes Ind other related evidence, 
certain professionals cln make edUClted guesses lbout 
the nature of the criminll beinllOught. With the physi
cal description that can be determined from hard evi
dence (such IS height , weight , handedness, perhlPS 
even halr color), the penonality profile provides I 
sense of the actual pcnon---gregarious or shy, quiet or 
boisterous, married, sinlle, divorced or widowed, 1rIn

sient or local , 
Here ', an e,;ample: 

• Victim is a white female, 25 yellJS of age, found in her 
apartment gagged and bound with duct tape, eviscer
ated; several internal orsanl missing including the 
heart. which Will removed intact from the victim's 
opened rib cage. Very little blood visible at the scent. 
Autopsy revells that the mutilations occurred post 
marUm, and the cause of death was a gunshot woond 
through the len eye al poinl-blank range with a .22 
caliber pisiol. No signs of forced entry, and a catalogu
ina of the victim's belongings indicates that nothing is 
missing but a SCt of towels from the balhroom and all 
of the bedclothes. 

• Prolile is as follows : SUSpecl is I while male, betwccn 
20 and 40 years old, in good physical condition, oulg~ 
ina. pcrlIap5 lalkarive and funny. owns I car. probably 
a four-door or a van kcpC in good condi tion. Suspecl 
probably holds I white-collar job with some degree of 
responsibility. SUSpecl owns his own home or apart
ment. and keeps the same cJean. Suspccc may be mar
ried. and was perhaps known 10 the victim. 

• Here's why; Suspccc is white because very few seriaJ 
killen Mwort" outside their ethnic P'O'lP. Male for IWO 
reasons-mc fim is that there ~ very few female 

seriaJ killen; second, the mutilations described would 
RqWrc I significanl amounl of upper-body strength, 
common in the male. Age is a best gucu. butdue 10 the 
physical nlture of the crime, the suspect must be 
young eooulh still to have the slrCngth required 10 
open the victim', rib cage. Tbcrc was no forced entry 
at the sce1'lC, so the victim either knew the serial killer 
or he was able to convince her 10 let him inside. Since 
the mutilation wu post mortem, and the shot was de
livered at point-blank rMle, the serial killer p-obably 
bound and IIUed the victim firsL This means the kil
ler had his IUD with him. and used il 10 control the 
victim before killinl bel. Nothing but the sheets and 
the towels were taken from the scene, which means 
that the killer brought his own "kit", includinl the 
knife used in the mutilations, the tape. the JUn, and any 
other containers used 10 carry off the orsans. Hence the 
killer had his own vehicle, one that would be luge 
enough 10 carry everything required while still con
cca1ing iL 1llc missinl towels and sheets, in Iddition to 
the lack of blood, tells us thlt the killer tried lo.keep the 
scene clean, and possibly showered after mutilatinl 
the victim. The killer was rational enoulh to take Iway 
those, items that possibly would hive . len fibers or 
other telltale details about his penon. 

Mostly, we know this is an organiud person, oDC 
whose madoess has no!: interfered with his ability to 
interact in society. The preparation for the crime indi
cales this, inc:ludinl the {act that the victim was not 
beaten or otherwise ph)'1ic:aJ ly assaulted while alive. 
The killer manaaed to control the victim with a tool 
(the gun) and, likely, wotds. In fact, the person de
saibcd could be quite functional at all odIct times, 
possibly in I liable muriaae. certainly holdinl I re
spectable job. 
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Hit Locations: 
An Option 

Rules which offer more realistic-seeming damage resLits for Call of 
CthuIhu. including hit locations fOf most Mythos monsters. 

HIT LOCATIONS ARE OPTlONAL. Any deci
l ion concerning hit locations in Call of C,hulhu 
is entift: ly up 10 the Keeper. Only he can decide 

whether added realism is worth the trouble involved. 

What Is a Hit Location? 
Most physical biowl actually must land on a paniculat 
pan or the body. To simplify the determination of just 
where. the roleplayinl lAme RwuQutst divided the hu· 
man body inlO categories of location, whk:h herein have 
been adapted to CAJlI o{Cthulhu. 

When using hit locations. the IUCeeSlful attacker rolls 
1d20 for the hit location of his strike. The followingllble 
Jives the d20 result M'Ceu ary 10 hit a specific area ADd a 
description of that area ror hwnan wpts. 

HUMAN ..,. LOCAnoH TA8lE 

''''' - .--~ ...... , 01-03 RighI Leg r1gIlIleg!rom NIl Jl:*'llb loot 
0«lfI left Leg '-It leg !tom NIl Jl:*'ll1o loot 
aT· l0 Abdo!,..... NplIO jwt IRIIf f'll1o*lg .... 
1'·' 5 o.t fIodoIg ""10 nedc arod ~ 
,." RighI Arm ....... r1gIlIlm'1 
'.111 LeltArm ........ 1m'I 
20 liNd I'IMd arod nedc 

Each hit location has alloClcd 10 it an amount of loca· 
tio.w hit poinll. The nwnber or poinll per location is a 
runction of the individual 's ,otal hit poinll. as shown on 
the table below. 'The poinll allotted to the various loca
tiOIU always add up to II\Ofe than the charw;:Itf 'stotal hit 
poinll. 

An attacked. injured. poisoned. elC., charw;:ter who 
loses all total hit poinu is dead. No area of his body may 
have been compleltly disabled, but the charw;:1tf still 
bleeds to death, dies of sbock or aenenJ trauma, elC. 

As a eharw;:ter takes injury, mart off the hit poinll 
from the etw.cIU" swislies. Remember thateach point 
of dama&e mUlt be matted off twice, once from the 
location fletu.aJly hit (the locatiOllal hit poinll). and also 
from the total hit poinll ("HP") entry. 

EXAMPLE: TMft Oft two kinds of hit points. toUJl 
GNJ locatiDML An UII'tstjgalorwj,h 14 IOtal hit poillts Itas 
S Iocorioltal hil poilus ill huobdomtll, Mod, o.nd tod Itl' 

-I in tad tlrm, tmd 6 in hu C~SI. 'l1It locOli0tt61 poillts 
1010/34. Howtwr. ..... ht ll Ih~ illvtJ ,i,(Jlor IOJts 14 ' 0'01 Iii, 
poillU. ht s,ilI ditl . 

For My human etw.cltr. find the UfIe! numbcr ofhit 
points per location with the following formu lae: 

• points per leg, abdomen, and head each equal 113 of 
the total hit points: 

• poinll per ann each equal 114 of the lo,al hi' points; ... 
• points in the ehesl equal 4110 of the lotal hit points. 

Always round up fractions. For convenience. the fie· 

tual points per location as derived from total hil poinll 6 
through 18 are given in a table nearby. 

CAUZOSHOTS 

To IlSC the hit location tabks in order 10 hit aspeciflC body 
section, the shooter must fire only once in acombal round, 
at half his ordinary OEX rank. He then must roll an im· 
pa/t--<Jrtt fifth Of less of his ordinary skill percentagtr
to hit the intended body part. Otherwise he misses cntirdy. 

EXAMPU: Tom Itas HONJ,wlI of5fJ'l,tmd D£X 14. To 
IrIllh 0 colkd shot hot mIlS' _ir un,iI DDt rownd 7. ONJ 
'~II hot firts. alit fifth of hu d:iII ptrctllto,t is 10: hot 
mllSt roll 10 or Itn on dl()() '0 hil. 

Effects of Damage 
Whenever My injw'y docs damage equal to half or more of 
the user 's ClUTent total hit points, check fOf shock (see the 
CAJII o/C,hulhw rule5). A location ill considered to be "aip
pled" if il 11M been reduced toO Of fewer hi t points. Genenl 
elfocts of aippling ~ discuucd below. 

A limb cannot take more than twice its undamaged 
poinll in damage. Thus, a J ·point lea hit for 7 poinu 
subtrtocts only 6 points from truJ hit points. the remaininl 
point of damage Mvina no elTcet. A limb hit for tWKC its 
mu.imwn hit poinll in a Sinlle blow is maimed or Stv· 
ereel. The victim bleeds away his remaininl IOlaI hit 
points at the rate of I per combat round until the bkcdinl 
is stopped with a successful FUSI Aid ron. 

LEG H11'5: If a kl is wounded. the vk:tim's movement 
is halved. Someone with only 1 hit point remaining in his 



lei can only move if assisted by another ptrSOrI. Ul leg is 
crippled.lhe limb is useles.s aDd the inve$UJllOr must fall. 
nOl doing anything else thlt round. lbe victim may It
tempt to cnwl IWlY or 10 fight from the ground on IUC
teeding rounds. 

ABDOMEN HITS: When the Ibdomen is It 0 or fewer 
points. both legs are useless and the victim must fil l. 

CHEST HITS: When thc chest is reduced to 0 or fewer 
points. the lnvestigltor fills Ind begins 10 blccd 10 

delth It the nle of I hil point per comblt round. This 
continues until tne bleeding is Slopped with I successful 
Flrst AMI roll. 

ARM HITS: If an arm is wounded, halve Ihc vKUm'1 
ptt'Centlge skill in any skill requiring use of the injured 
arm. If an arm is crippled. the limb becomc.s usclQ5 and 
the investigator must drop anything in Ihat hand. 

HEAD HITS: When I targel's head is reduced 10 0 or 
fcwer hit poinlll, he fal ls unl;Oll$(:ious. 

AREA. ATtACKS: Many monslei' Ill1acks do lICK suite a 
5JX!CiflC pan of the body--thc formless S~WII'. Bite. the 
dho!e's &guJf~k, and the flyinJ polyp's Wind Blastare 
uampJcs. as IR attacks delivered by I colossal monsler (I 

~ HlT POIl'ITS 

- Total hi, poinfl_ ..... • , • • " -.. , , , , • .. . '.' , , , , • - , , • • • -- , , , , , - , , , , • 
-Totol hi' poinu-...... 1HZ ,,,'S .. " .. -.. • , • • • -.•. • , • • • - , • , , • -- , • • , , - • , • • • 

Q UADIUJPr.D HJT POIm'S ..... "'" '" poo;w ho:IIM 
F\iftoI-t.tg ,,~ ~ 

"' ....... - ~ -- .... .. 
Foo ' ~ •• 1 10-1. .. 
Ai;Jt F ..... t.tg 15-1' ~ 

UlF ..... t.tg \1-1' ~ - 'om '" 

deep One'l Claw litack hilS only one lneation, nut 
Chulhu's Caw attack dcsuoys the victim's entire fcnn ... 
OIICC). In any such uu IIlIek. damage done is subcnctcd 
from the tqct's loW hit points. but not from his lota
tional hil ,POints. Application of FIJSI Aid is Ail/advised. 

If Iqct wean armor and is hit by an area Ittack. the 
armor is effcctivc only if it covers the target's entire 
body. Evcn whole-body armor is worthless against mon
sters sueh as the shoggoth, which litenllly sucks its vic
timslpart. 

Hit Locations for Monsters 
Nonnally, roIlld20lO detenninc loeation when IUackinl 
monstel'$, just 15 when IltackiT18 humans. However, when 
engaged in hand·to-hand combat, some monsters are so 
huge 1h0l! hilloeations arc I bit absurd. If In investigator 
is hackinlII Istar·Splwn'. leg with 'Clvalry IIbcr,don't 
boIhcr lOroll for hit loeation-ibe invC5tigator hits the lea 
he 's standing beside. " 

For unique cn:atu~s, such 115 Cthulhu. Nyarl.thcMep, 
Of Y'aolonac, exact hit points per loc.tion are given. 

For nces of creatures. such as byakhcc or deep ones. 
the hit point fraction per area is givcn_ For instance, the 
deep one leg hit-point fraction is 113, so I deep one with 
20 hit points has 200 or 7 hit points in each lei (always 
round up). For crellures, such 115 fue vampires, which 
hive only one location, the word all is merely noted. 

Crulurcs with the ability 10 regenerate nonnaJ.ly do so 
scparately in each lneation. Thus. an adult clIthonian 
rClenerltcs S points of damage in each injured lneation 

~h """" 
A body IlJU reduced 10 0 hit points is crippled and can 

no longer function. Unless noted otherwise. monsters do not 
suffer from the effects of blcedinJ or shoe·k. Tentacles, 
claws, arms, legs, tails, and wingsarc CODSickm1 lObe limbs, 
and so never take more damage dill! twice their hn points. 

WING HITS: Any injury to I nyinl monster's wing 
halves ill flying speed. If a wing is crippled, the Crelture 
is &fOUlldcd or, if in night, must glide to I landing. If the 
win, is maimed or severed (i.e... ha$ likeD double dam· 
Ige). the monster falls to the ground. 

K-.pera ...... ~ 10 ewIon'Ua the ~ Iocatinn tMlII 
wr,.,p olio'll'" """""" 1i:U~ "_ .. '.IUdI .... 
..... Of h genital wr,., UIIng IIIVW ...... 1hIftIng 1 Of 

2 IIC** ftom .. body 10 ...... "" In.nk. tal. eIc. 
SMALlER NATURAl.. ANtMALS_ ...,..... ......... ...." 

dogs (eac., 1I'b. bIrdot, etc.) ~ IOtJoI hit pohs. but not hit .............. 
n..:t ___ ~ the ........... of IOtJoI hit poiU com-
~ 'fIiIh .. '*' _ , but no hit 1ocdao .. 
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ABHOTH CTHUUOI """ ... 
""'''''' 1d20 ioRtiona/ HP ""'Ion 1d20 /octItIonaI HP ... .,. 1d20 HP fr3cIIion - 01·20 .. RLOO OH)' " ToJ OJ"" I~ 

LL., """ " Hlndbody 05-10 215 
ATlACH-NA.CHA """""" ,,-<>6 .. Forabody 11-17 215 

-"'" '''' IoctJIiorIM HP C)." ,,-08 " H ... I~" ,~ 

R SildlLeg OJ , R_ ~!O .. 
NOTES: ~ • dhoIe's tails crippled, 

l Back leg '" 
, L_ 11 -12 .. halve Its speed, Il l .. '-l i5 aippled, 

R_Log 03 , R Am> 13-1. " the Cf88tUrli can no longer swallow lis 
lHindarleg 0< • LAm> 15-16 " prey Of spittts Ioalhsome goo, buill II 
Abdomei, OS· 11 20 T"""" .... 17-18 " flO( ~ted. "Ihe h;ndbody or 
RFOfeieg " • "'" ,~'" " forebody Bfa erippled,!he etealura can-
l Foreleg " 

, NOTES: Clhutw·" hit pok'I" are trans- not cntwI Of I:ourrow, buI can stillllttad!. 

R Front leg .. • 'erred between Ioc:PliooB al 'MI. Tl'iuI 
l Front LPg " • he could .hilt 53 points from an ann to DIMENSIONAL SHAMBlER 

.... d ' &20 " 
a leg, gtmg lhalleg 107 1111 pointa aod As per tItman . 
reducing the ann to 1. No Bfea may be 

AZATHOTH 
1nc:r8llSed In hit pok'ols beyond c:t.MIu'. 

ELDER THNG (Old One) toIaI hit point runber (no ........ iocalon 

"" ... '''' /octI1ionItI HP may ha<4l1ll111lar than S40 hit poklIe., A ... "'" '''' HP""",,, - , ·20 300 location may be rNoeed to 0 or ,_ Log , O! '" hi! pointa, wNc:h n::apacnates II. 
Log' " '" BVAKHEE Log 3 '" '" CYAEGHA Log. 0< '" lou"" '''' HP fraction 

R lell 0"'>2 ,~ I~'" '''' IocliIlMaJ HP u" '" '" LLog "'"" I~ - 01·20 , .. T~ .... m 
Abdoo'.l ,... ,~ 

Tenlacle 1 " '" Tho<u .,.." 215 DARK YOUNG OF SHU~RATH TentPde2 10 '" 
R_ 14-15 '" ""' ... '''' HP_ Tentad.3 " '" Tenlacle4 " '" LW .. 1&17 '" L", OH" ,~ 

Tentacle 5 " '" R ","W " '" .... T""" ~!6 m "" .. , lOaw " '" Tentsde 1 " '" " '" H,od 20 ,~ Tentacle 2 " 1/. Wlnll2 " '" 
Tentacle 3 " '" 

Wing 3 !6 '" Tentaela 4 20 '" WI"" " ". CHTHONIAN -, " '" ""'''''' '''' HP_ NOTES: A Iypk:eI dat1l yoo..ng hat H .... 19·20 ,~ - OJ"" ,~ 1 d4+ 1 laOS. DMde Ihe '1Pgs" hit Ioca-
NOTES: Each leg aippted stJbtracts 

"- ,... 215 lion (01.(16 on the hit location tabI.) as 
F~_ 

~" 215 i!iWInIy as possitH among th. tv..mbi!it one from the C>'M1unI's walling 11I1&-if 01. rolled. Each time II lag is re- allive legs Bfe C!WIed. II can orly 
Tenlacko 1 " ,~ Ouced to 0 hit points. reduce the etta· ~ither along at 3 yaIds per round. Each 
Tentacle 2 .. ,~ tur.'. speed by 1. II the daJ1o. young hat MIg crippled subtracts 1 lrom the e.ea· 

T""."" " ,~ only one leg lah, its S988d Is 1. I' all Its lure's ftylnlil Of swlmmlnv speed. How· 
T ........ " ,~ 111\11 .fe ~ed, ~ Is InvnobiIlted. lltts 1IV8f, 1111 II fed~ 10 ona or no wings, 
Tlrotac:1e5 " I~ Irur* Is reduced 10 0 (If fewer M poIn ... II c:an no longer 1Iy. CrtppIinlllhe heed 
T,,-, " ,~ the Ilorror Is ineepadtaled. Of 1orso lneapac:ileles an Old One. 

T ...... ' " ,~ T_, " ,~ FATHEA DAGON (If MOTHEA HYDRA FIRE VAMPIRE 

NOTES: lilts hlndbo:xty, nUooc:ly. Of tore- ...... '''' /oc:II1ionItI HP ...... ''''' IocatbWHP 

body II C!WIi!id. !he d11honian CIMOI RLog 0>-03 " - 01·20 .. 
bun'ow; fIB aawlng speed Is ~ oriI LL .. ,,-<>6 " the damage Is regenetalad. II h crea· """""'" 07-10 " FLYING POlyP 
lure'. mkIbody Of forebody Is faduci!id to ""'" 11-15 ,. ""' ... '''' /oca/iorlsJ HP o (If t_ hit points, the CfeBlurli ls Inca- R A~ 16·17 " - 01·20 .. pedtated lind can make no IIIaduo rill 
hu rllgllllIMelecl. DameII' 10 • 

L_ 16·19 " d11honian', t...uodes do flO( 00IriI Hoo! 20 " FORMLESS SPAWN OF 
egeinsI .... Cf8IIkn'sl-il poh lOCal. How- NOTES: Falher Oagon Of MoIhar tty- TSATHOGGUA 
_ . ClIpping two IentIIdes teduoi!is by drI', awIniIMlg speed II f8duced by 3 "" ... '''' lacalional HP one .... no.nW of tentacll iItIai:kIthe lor each Ml crippled. 
aeatunI can perfonn each oo.nI. Hence. - 01 ·20 .. 
IlIwo tentades were alppli!id on II given DEEP ONE roo.n:I, the erealure ooutd only attacll;.....tIh 
ld8·2Ienlades. AcrippIi!id tanlllde Ida Aa'l* human. Ao:Ieep ona'sl'Nlmmlng 
INlay rrom !he vIch. speed Is feduoad by 3 for each 1mb 

CTHU"'" 

alppted. A deep one with orly one fwIc. 
lionel limb I'MmI al a speed (It 1. 

""' ... '''''' Ioeational HP 

"'" 01-20 '30 
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GHA'" HAsru. LLOOQO. ...... "'20 HP frat:Iion 
_ .. "20 ~t;onaIHP ...... ''''' HP """",, 

.log " ... ,. 
"" 1-14 ' 50 TO' " , j< 

ll., ,... ,. R TetlUIOIe 15-16 30 R Hind Leg "'.., ,. 
"""""" ... " ,. CenterTenlade 17-18 30 l Hind Leg ..... , . 
""" 12-15 2/5 IT_ '~20 " "- "... 2/5 . "'" 16-17 ,j< NOTES: I~ to • t..-.e dDM not aI- '- 10-14 2/5 

l_ 18-HI ,j< led: HuU'11OIaI iii: pokD. If 0l"Il 01 ~ R_ 15-HI ,. ..... 20 ,. ..... teloIIitJM Is crippled, he can HOd l_ 17-18 ,. 
!lUI • IepItIoemeIlllrom '* body by ,. """' '.20 ,. 

G ..... TANOTHOA cIuc*lg '* body'l hit pci'ItI.:o:JIdirlllY. _ .... 
",20 /oc8~HP ."'0 

"" 01-20 '20 
HOUNO OF TlNOALOS _ .... "'20 HP fracfIotI ....... "'20 HP_ R_ .... " ,j< 

GHOUL ........ ".." ,j< lHindLeg '" 'j< 
l_ .,..,. ,j< AbdomeII .... 2/5 

As per ht.wnan. " ........... Q5.09 2/5 R ........ " ,j< -- 10-14 2/5 l--., " ,j< 
G ......... EH R FOi"tleg 15-16 'j< """" ... " 215 -.., ,d2Q He""""" L FOi"eIeg 17-18 ,j< .- 13-14 ,. 
R Hi"Id Leg "..,. ,j< ..... '.20 ,. l _ 15-16 .,. 
LHind Leg .,..,. ' j< NOTES: CrIppling any ~mb leduon. R FOfeleg OT , j< 

"- "'''' 215 houI1d'l movement by 5. Thus, .1'181' H L ForeLeg " , j< 

R MH;t-Leg .. ,j< his Iosl two limbe, it can no longer "'" 19.20 ,. 
L Mld·LIIg " '" move eM:ePI by 1Iying. Ci1pp11ng !he NOTES: o.m.ge to • Ift.go'l legs Oi" -- 11·15 215 ~ /endeni bcottIlWod !ega use- 'IIIngs do not oounI against Its totaIloIt .- 16-17 ,j< laM, IIIld alpptotg \he Ioraquarterl 1M- pokIlI.. II """* I*Id leg Is aIppIed, \he 
LForeleg 18·19 ,j< derI both IoteIegs UHIess. CIIppIrog cre8lUfe ewn:lt stand ered and rrw.os\ ..... 20 ,. lie head makes ... crNlIK. ~ CQWI on .. tilt !ega. " Ills ri!ldiJc:ed 10 

ot ~ witlits longue, but doN two or ~ legs, " can no IiDnQIW c:rIwi 
NOTES: ClIpping \he twndquarters m- not OIherMse Inconvenience it. at lin. 
mobIUZes boltl hind legs am prevents ,. 
!he gnopto·keh Irom /sallng up 10 attack HUNTlNGHORROR MOON BEAST wi\tI!II low claw.. C~pping \he fore- ..... "'20 HP frttClioo 

, 
qutrlers immotoiIilH both .nddIe .' 

_ ... 
,d2I) HPbcttHcon 

preventing 1he crMluie/ronl ItItcking T .. ".., ,. 
.l" ".., ,. 

with \he I!onI two Pfowt. The gnoph-keh AbOomen ...,. , . 
llog ...,. , . 

IoNs 2 /ronI lis rnoYtIMI'II rtte for eadI "'"" ..... 2/5 Abdomeil OT'" 
,. 

leg .,11 i.ted or aipped. RW", 15-16 'j< "'"" 10-12 !. 
l_ 17·18 '" . "'" 13-15 ,. 

GREAT RACE OF YrTH - '.20 
,. 

l"'" 16-18 ,. _ ... 
"'20 HP fnJctiorl NOTES: ClIpping the till or tbdomen "'"' '.20 

,. .... " ... , . pr .... enUl the hunting honor irom ullng NOTES- Moon bIIasts CIIIlIIIter fleIr hit 

"" ,.." 213 its tall .track.. Crippling !hi 1IlOIlt1i!if'1 poinIa per locIiaon In tile lIIIIT1e mlMlf 
R ""'"' 13-14 ,. chest or wing prevents lI .rom ~. lIS SW·spe."Ml. 

l ""'" 
15-16 ,. ,_ ..... 
17· 18 ,. rTHAOUA NlGHTGAUHr ......,- ,.20 , . ... "'" ''''' "" .... HP 

NOTES: II \he bt$e is 1f1ured. the cret· . l .. ".., .. _ .. 
''''' HP_ ..... ".." ,. 

Iure·S movemanIis ~: H 1he bt$e is ll .. ..... .. 
l l .. ..... ,. 

etIppIed, it is immobilized. Cllppling the AbdomIiI "'"'" " feeding h&ad has no Imrnedillte eIIec1 """ 50 """""" "'"" 
,. 

,.." CI1esl 09·13 2/5 beyond \hI M poinllo$S: crippling lh6 R COw 14·16 32 
SIIIlSO!Y head blinds \he Cftilture (~does LCII,," 17·19 " 

RW>", 14-15 ,j< 

noIlncaptcitall it. beetI .... 1he G/tilt lW>", 16-17 ,j< 

Race, braN are not in their heads). ",od 20 .. .- .. 'j< 
NOTES: ""'" WlndwaIltf his no teet. 

l """ " ' j< 

GUG """' 20 ,. 
""""'" ''''' He_ LESSEA OTHER GODS ..... ".., ,. n-. auII.WeS can fXIITIt in iIIrnost.-,y NOOEHS 

ll., "'''' ,. .nape. It • besllDf the KMpet to de- _ ... 
,d2I) 

__ He 

Abdomeil 07·10 ,. veIop his D'M"I Nt Ioeatkon lillie ....tIwi 
.l" ".., " """" 11-1 .5 2/5 needed, ~ using one 0I1ht M 10-
ll .. ..'" " R ..... _ .. '" 

cation \8IbIes In IhIs essay aslnspilBIIOi"1. - 07-10 " RUpperArm " ,j< """ 11-15 " U. __ .. ,j< 
R "'" 111-17 • l ___ 

" 'j< 
l """ 

18-19 , ..... 20 ,~ ..... 20 " 
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HYARLAnfOTEP: TIle Blflck JOn '"000''''' Y'GOLONAC ... "'" "'''' IocII~HP ""'''''' "'" IocIItIoMI HP ... "'" "'''' Ioatlional HP 

"" ".., , - 01-20 .. "" " ... " "" """ 
, 

"" .... " """'- 07-10 , 
SHUB-MOOURATli Abdomen 07-11 .. 

a- n-Is • ... "'" '''' _HP ""'" 12·16 '" " ,'" 1&-11 • , Nm 17-18 " LNm 18-19 • - 01·20 '" LNm , ... " "ool .. , 
SHUDOE M'Ell 

Y1O: Human Form 
NYARLATliOTEP: TIle Clawtd ... "" '''' IocIItIoNI HP ... "'" ''''' /oca/JonaJ HP •• ,'"* "'- " ... 33 

LL" .... " """'" "'20 """""'HP "- """ ., -- 07-10 " 'LAo ".., " '- lGo14 ., 
"-' 11·15 " CarilBf l ag ..... " T"'~1 " 20 , Nm 1&-17 " LL .. ".... " T"'~2 " " LNm 1&-19 " - 07·11 OS T..-, " " ..... " " """ 12-14 " 

T ....... " " 
L "". 15-11 " T"'~5 " " T"'~6 " " 

YIO: S. penl Fonn " ... 18·20 " ... "'" ''''' Ioat/Jonal HP 
NoTes: ThIs entity has a thousand dH- NOTES: .... pa, c111honiant. 

Tol " ... " l...m Iorms and as many dlll"IIn' h/I Jo.. 
STAA4 PAWN OF CTHUutU - 07-14 " caticln 1BbIea. ThtIIlboWI ... two UItI'I- ".., 15·20 " pie $hapU. ...... '''' 

HP_ 
'LAo "'" co 

'OQ.SOTHOTH "oon<A LLAo ..... ,~ ... "'" '''' _HP -'bduo •• • ".... ,~ ... ... ''''' Ioa'oulll HP - 01·20 " a- "' ... co ..... - ..... ,- .. " ,~ NOTES: Yog-SolhoIh can arrange his 
OLD ONE L_ 11-12 ,~ 0400 hi! points among as i'I'IInY' spheres 

, Nm 13-14 ,~ as he dftaI ..... Each tpha ... mey be al-
Sea Elde, Thing. 

L""" 15·16 ,~ tacked SDPBrallily. Ha can tranaflll" h/I 

Ten~MNt 11·18 CO points !rom sphare to sphere IOtlDn IhDy 
8AHD-DWEl..l..£R ..... ,." , . are i'I conttd, bullhI 'NIouI spheres 

As per hooIan. 
are often sanllIyIng about 5DPIrtIlely. 

NOTES: n.." anHIIA do nol1lava 
a lIxad lorm and can chIIng8 their ..... 

SERPENT PERSON proportIoris. Do nol aHe. the 1<120 
roll (unlell you leel espadelly emb!· ...... "'''' ........ -M pili" h<.mIn. tJou.). The crHtu ... ·s hit points tunc- - 01-20 '" 

$aWrTOfI OF TlIE OTHER GODS 
lion II par Cthulhu. 

'GTH<>MMOG 

"""'" '''' HPflKfion STAR VAMPIRE ... "'" '''' IocBIIonBI HP To"""" " ... -- ... "'" '''' HP_ .... ".., .. - 09·11 CO R HInd Claw ".., CO - ..... " ..... " " ,~ 

L"''''' .... CO T ...... ' 1 Gol1 " NOTES: 5Dtvian oontnJaIy brm and Hio~ 07-10 ,. 
T ...... ' 12-13 " abIIoIb 180 IlaClDs.I>I?I Nt on _ ot .. For.oody 11·'" ,. 
T ..... ' 14-15 " creeture's tanIades "'" !he ... III ''''''''''' 15-11 ,~ T..-. 1&-11 " -..NcII R is i1DsoobDd. Thw.1or McII ........ ".- "20 ,. ..... "20 .. ell Nt wt*::h doe$ dar"r"Iagt to • ...-.t!o:Ir 

McII fOlFd. !hi SDf'IiIor IIIICb vrith _ 
.... tentacle on Iha ~ n:o.rod. If It 

NOTES: II ZoIt1-Oom"oog'. baH is crip-
TSATHOGOUA pled, he Is ~,"I~ad . 

_8 tlI once, It would a1tliiCk oMth 20:13-1 """'" '''' /otIrJonIj HP 
tantadn next round.1netead 01 !he lui "og ,<0, " 2113. Treat 1Nrf .... uIt "" ".,. 1 IS O. LLog .. '" 2S For 1I....tralIonI 01'"1 01 !he atoo..e ... ........ " ... " 

1111" 10 IhI Cal 01 CttouIou n ... toook, .......,.,. 
""'" 10-12 2S 

pages 91-127 • ...... '''' 
HP_ , """ 13-15 " "" " ,. L""" 16-18 " LLog 02 ,. ..... ,.20 2S 

...."., .... CO NOTES: T ... thoggua can tranefa< toll 
0",,, 07·11 '" poI"nta batwHn 1oCIi1ioos, as dco !hi 

'"'' 12-15 ,. 
cthullu end Iha star·spawn. In addition. 

LWlng 16-19 CO he can contract his bulk Into .1IngI •. ro-

"'" " ,~ lund 1T\IlU, gMng him odf 0IIII h/l1oCIi-
ticIn contslni'lg .. his points. 



story Seeds 
These Ideas Incorporate some of the concepts In ttlls book. Shake welL 

odd yOlM' own elements. and then duck. 

The Invisible Fattern 
The invesli,llon are summoned to meet with Edward 
Barlow in I local private hospital. Barlow, it turns out, 
is dyinJ from AIDS. He tells the inveSlilalon that he 
has information regarding a serial killer. but on ly they 
will be able to catch him. Barlow cannot go to the 
police or the FBI , because these killings do nol look 
like seria l murders. He le lls the investigators thai he 
used 10 be the serial killer himself. but now someone 
cbe hll5 taken his place. 

Barlow le lls thcm of his home ncighbortlood on the 
east side of Chicago (or any pcninenl city), where once 
there was a wilCh ,"ult Iha' lei "J.Omelhing~ through. Fa!" 
the lUI ODe hundred years, I man from that neighbor
hood has been chosen by It (a lod, Barlow claims) to 
do its work. He thinks there WC f C fifty- three killings 
before he staned. He did thiny before he found a way 
to stop. He tells the inves tigaton that he began killing 
j ust 15 he became an adult . while he wu studying to 
become a ruearcher in vi rology. As a result of his pro
fe55iOfl . Barlow u aveled extensively for both research 
purposes and conferences. He killed almost every
where he wenlo 

Barlow was also an early researcher in the study of 
HIV. and he found that while the god would not let him 
tell his story to Inyone, or tum himself in, or kill himself. 
that it did not strictly regulate his behavior--especially 
his sexual behavior and the liking of drugs. He therefore 
purposefully pursued a pattern of behavior to contract 
HIV. Once he had it and became confined to a hospital 
ward. he was free . 

Barlow knows that someone e lse from the neigh
borhood has now taken his place. He dreams about this 
person. and in fact his only remaining contact with the 
god is that he sometimes dreams through the killer 's 
eyes. Barlow knows that the new killer is a sales repre
sentative for some son of elec tronks finn . and that he 
still lives in Chicago. though o~lUide of the o ld neigh
borhood. Bariow has researched the god and the witch 
cult. and the kill ings that have occurred after the god 
left him, with the help of paid assistants and detectives. 
He believCli that the god is try ing to come ~all the way 
through" and that the murders are pan of the plan. 
Bload has been spilled all over the cont inent, and some 
son of pattern is fonnlng. Barlow guesses that there arc 

perhaps ten victims to go, well with in thereach of the nut 
year or two. . 

The investigaton must take the pattern Barlow pro: 
vides from the Book. of Dtytut, his recollections of his 
killings. and the resean:h he has done on the past murders 
to begin the search for the new vesse l of the god. Barlow 
is convinced thaI the man will be in his laIc twenties. 
married, and both heterosexual and monogamaus. 111e 
god has likely learned 10 monitor such behavior more 
closcly. llJe gad will protect its vessel , and may risk turn
ing it on the investigators iftbey become a threat, but will 
try to remain surreptitious otherwise. 111e original pie 
opened. in Chicago may be shut down. but that will only 
prevent anomer vessel from beinlSClccted. This one must 
be exorcised or destroyed. Of course. the death of the 
upstanding and scnsilive human bein8 that the god Iw 
selected may weigh heavily on the investigaton ' 
consciences, and may draw unanswerable questions from 
the authorities. 



Death and Taxes 
A mobster and his wife have fonned a religious cult as a 
tax shelter. IRS investigators are senl lO find holes in the 
organilatien and to break the Church of Cosmic Salva
tion. Several mundane complications exist: The mobster 
maintains connections with many world organized crime 
figures with whom he exchanges favors.;, he also has sev
eral tocal and perhaps even national politicians thaI arc 
contributina members of his church. All of lhese figures 
openly donate to this w '-exempt body and gel most of it 
kicked baclc under the table. They do Dot want to have 
their gravy train derailed. 

Further, thechurch itself is running a variety of illegal 
activities, including smuggling illegal immigrants inlothe 
country for hefty fees or long indcnlurements, importing 
and distributing narcotics, and running guns. In this way 
the money of the faithfu l increases and multiplies. 1be 
books arc cooked and the transactions shielded, but the 
IRS, with help from other governmental agencies, can 
crack th is .one. 

However, the mobster 's wife is an indepe ndent 
woman of the nineties, with her own agenda A priestess 
of Yog-Sothoth, her contingent in the church is quite 
loyal, and even more fanatical than the mobster 's follow
ers. They panicipate fully in all illegal activities, and add 
a funher shopping lis t of their own in the pursuit of Yog
Sothoth 's glory, from human sacrifice on down the line. If 
the criminals and the politici~ make things hard for the 
lRS, the cultists will only make it worse. 

The Director wanls a solid case with an FBI-led raid 
to simultaneously shut down operations at each church 
location, capturing their records and seiring their assets. 
The more the investigators look,.however, the more they 
come to one inescapable conclusion-this won' t be your 
ordinary audit. 

Story SHdI- 59 

Better Living through 
Biotechnology 
In Davis, California, there is a lab producing biologically 
engineered food plants. It is just about to release a newly 
engineered strain of com that is heartier, tastier, more 
storable, and produces a very high yield. It has met all 
FDA requirements, and has even pleased most conc~med 
environmental groups. There is just one catch-a bIzarre 
mass killing and suicide in the Midwest. Though seem
ingly unrelated, the perpetnltor, Harold Jurgenson, was a 
member of one of the volunteer test groups that ingested 
this com. 

The investigators arc called in by the C{lroner to advise 
on the incident, referred by a mutual friend or professional 
acquaintance. The deceased spree killer was a fifty-year
old white male who shows strange mutations on parts of 
his body-scales, incipient gill structure, webbing be
tween his loeS. These are not deformities that were pre
viously observed in his medical record. Jurgenson is of 
Scandinavian heritage, but has never lived near the sea 
nor any large body of waler. His killing spree occurred, 
however, at the largest water-slide entenainment complex 
in the Slate. Witnesses recount him saying, " It 's ours. And 
soon all will be conquered by the waves." At the end of 
his spree, with a legally obtained and licensed semi-auto
matic rifle and pistol, Jurgenson plunged himself into the 
largest pool. For whatever reasons, however, he despaired 
there, and put a bullet through his own brain. 

The only odd event in this man's life was his selection 
in the testing of the new com strain. Both sides of his 
family have been landlocked for several generations. Fur
ther research will turn up no other viole nt sprees in con. 
nect ion wi th the com. However, several people on the 
coasts involved in the testing of the com have, in both 
organized and disorganized manners, le ft their fonner 
lives and disappeared. 

1be chief scientist on the project, Dr. Jeffrey Arnzen, 
is a priest of Cthulhu, pledged to returning the Great Old 
One to g lory. To th is end ArnZen has c reated a virus 
which seeks out the genetic material buried in the DNA 
make·up of human beings which comes from a connec
tion with the deep ones. These recessive genes are copied 
and made dominant by the virus, taking these otherwise 
Mythos-free and "normal" human beings and drafting 
them into the army of water-breathing toad·things that 
fawn upon Cthulhu. 

If the com becomes popular, everything that it is used 
in (tonillas, chips, com meal, grits, cauJe feed, com.fed 
chicken, movie popcorn, etc.) could come into the human 
diet and potentially expose unsuspecting repositories of 
the recessive deep one genes, thus causing painful and 
occasionally madness·inducing transfonnations, not to 
mention embarrassment. 

The distribution of the com must be stopped, the virus 
destroyed, and the scientist discredited, at the very leasl. 
Or else thousands of people will take themselves to the 
ocean and perhaps the SlarS will come right! 
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The yithian Candidate 
The Great Race of Vith, with its mastery of time ttavel, 
often ICCms unified and utopian, if highly alien. That does 
not mean that there is no conflict played OUt between 
members of the Great Race, although the discord may 
respond to higher harmony. In this case, Vithian minds 
from the distant pasl have decided that a higher back
ground radialion needs 10 build up on Earth, starting in the 
1990'5, 10 provide for the proper evolulion of suitable 
hosts for them to nee to in the fuwrc. 

Another group apparently feels that the 1990's is not 
the appropriate time 10 stan this particu.Iar project. This 
disagreement, as far as humllllS can understand iI, frames 
the following adventure. 

The radiation advocates of Vith send one of their num· 
ber 10 possess the body of an unsuccessfu.I and laughable 
politician whose career is considered finished . With supe
rior knowledge of time and space, and access to mysteri· 
ous resources, the possessed candidate begins to make a 
credible and perhaps unassai lable bid for the Presidency 
of the United States of America. One who was washed up 
and I late-night talk-show monolosuc staple is now the 
coming power, with nothing but rave reviews and I fantastic 
approval raling plving his way. What he, or rather the 
Great Race possessing him, will do in office 10 increase 
background radiation could be anytiUng from building 
more fission reactors, to secretly promotinl the spread of 
nucleaf technology, to starting a limited nuc; lear connict 

Since the opposing memben of the Greal Race cannot 
usc another possessed individual to counter this threat 
(since the Great Race would sense one another), human 
agents are being used instead. A particular agent has been 
activated, a Special Forces team leader (or SAS, or what
ever), who remains in intermittent contact with his mas
ten through the usage of I Yithian communicator. The 
investigators are members of, or associated with, his team. 
Their mission: Stop the: candidate by any means necessary. 

This, of course, does not have governmental sanction, 
and if lhe authorities get wind of a rogue special forces 
team. there will be hell to pay. 

In the end, the investigalors may neutrali r-c the threat, 
realize the alien control of their leader, or may just get 
toasted by their own governmen1.lbe most hopeful result 
for humanilY would be to gel Yi thian help \0 expel the 
alien inlelligence from the polit ician without killing him, 
and then to destroy the cell of humans pledged to the 
Great Race that has tried to conlIol these evenl5, thus 
aiving humanity an additional modicum of free will. 

YR1tIAn COIIIPIUJ'UCATOR 

A Vithian communicator is an intricately carved bronze 
device sunnounted by a an alluDed jewel; it stand5 nearly 
a foot tall when assembled. It allows the user to speak 
throuJII the space-time continuum 10 a specifIC Yithian. 
When the machine is operating, it emits a low humming 
noise; a sofl white: glow emanates from the bottom portion 
of the device. It may take a few moments for the device to 

locale the attuned Yithian: when it docs. it projCCts I 
holograpbieoim&ie o(thc Vithian. This beina can then ICC 
into the time and space occupied by the communicator 
and can communicate with those around it. 

The Yithian can voluntari ly break its mcntal link with 
the attuned jewel at any time. If this link is broken, the 
Vithian must forge a new psychic link wi th another jewel 
existing in its own space and time. 

But Is It Art? 
A )'()Ung, hip filmmaker is on the scene, hailed by critics 
one and all as the freshest voice of his generation. His 
films are flashy, occasionaUy funny, often clever, and al
ways graphic, either in their violence, sexual content, or 
both. He is icadina the way for a small IfOUP of other 
filmmaken., called the Splatter Pack by the trades, all 
colleagues of his (writers, cinematographers, acton, edi· 
tors), 10 what he tc:nns "a new cinematic experience; an 
elevation of a dying aJ1 form." _, 

His film openings are frequently plagued by violence, 
where waitina crowd5 have butted heads wi th other film· 
goers or the authorities. An undiscovered pattern exists as 
wel~t least one member of every audience returns to 
his home to commit an act of violence. and then, in re
~, kills himself. The violent act varies, but always 
bean some similarily 10 a scene in the film. Thus far the 
authorities have not made ihis connection. Autopsies have 
shown each perpcttator to have highly elevated adrenal 
levels in his blood $ltcIffi, as ifreac::ting to extreme suus. 

In facl, the filmmaker is a hack, with little talent but a 
penchant for blood. It is his friend, another director who 
has remained discreetly undiscovered, who is pullina the 
strings, writina the scripu, and editing the films. Through 
I variety of post-production techniques (subliminal 
sounds, subsonics, subliminal images), Ihis friend is 
warping the minds of the filmmaker's audience. 

To what end is unclear. The friend may be I tool of the 
Great Old Ones, indoctrinating a populace with the ideals 
of violence and anarchy. Or pcrflaps lie is simply a pawn 
himself, controlled by Inother power, perhaps a studio 
head? Cults are not al all uncommon in Hollywood; in 
fact. many leading actors belong to them. Could all this be 
a means of recruiting more membc:rs intoacult Ihat serves 
some power OUl5ide of humanity? And what will happen 
when these films start hilling video? 

The invesligalOB could be any number of people
relatives of victims or perpctralOB who have acted OUI 
aflCt one of Lhc filmmaker 's shows, or perhaps even fans 
of Lhc direclor himselr. Perhaps they are connected with 
the policcOt Medical Examiner's office: in some way, and 
the results or the autopsies come to their attention. 

However they conncel wilh the case, lhey've a lot of 
work ahead ofthcm. Repeated viewing of the filmmaker's 
movies clearly increases one's capacity (or violence, and 
the filmmaker has surrounded himself with people who 
watch his movies all the lime. 

Perhaps a new rating system is in order? 



Cult of Ute New lIIiJlennium 
Founded in 1990 by Adam Searle ofGaithef5be'1 , Mary
land, I somctilDC$ artist, band]eadcr, and philosopher, the 
Cult of the Nelli Millennium is sti ll small. but it is growing 
with the inttKtable persistence of cancer. In itially swUng 
as ICI'OS5 between I gag and adrinking society. Searle and 
his friends found themselves wondering what Inc nc)!.! 
1000 years would bring. 1beorizing lbal evolution woold 
continue, and thai the last 1000 years had ICcn only slow 
growth on the pan of humanity towards a higher li fe (orm, 
the organization half.jokingly dedicued itse lf to assisting 
this evolution. 

In luly of 1991 Searle made a professional vis it to 
London, a !rip only scheduled 10 take him lhlee weeb. He 
returned in December of the (OUOII/iOI year a changed 
man, bearing with him multiple notebooks he had filled 
durin& his travels. He IIOW spoke with charisma .nd in
cendiary passion of the coming millennium, asserting thaI 
he now knew the dille of humanity's rendezvous with its 
destiny; November I, 2000. He brousht with him a He
brew text, Ha -Stphtr Shd Tttlays Or, or the Bt)()/r. ol'llt 
Climbing Ughl. a gift from a man Searle would not name. 

What was once a recreational diversion became a full· 
lime obsession, and since then Searle, with a growing 
number of followers, has been crl$SCrossing the world, 
recruiting new members, establishing small shrines and 
leaChing his lieutenants at each of these locations the 
prayers and doctrines that will be used 10 aid them in their 
ascension. He IllS distributed annOWCd phoCocopiu of 
the book 10 many of these shrines, and is rumored 10 be 
working on a publishable version on his laptop PC in his 
spare time. Where Searle has found the money, 10 fund 
these Iri~, and how he maintains eonlaCt Ind command 
oYer these shrines. is unknown. Current estimates put 
membership in tm: Cul t of the New Millennium at 150, 
but this is impossible to verify. 
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Cburch of Ute OJorious 
Return 
Decep4:iyely alluring, the Church of the Glorious Retum 
is dedicated to preparing humanity for the Second Com
ing. Led by the Reverend Samson Garvey and his wife 
Cassandra, the church stands in woods outside Hyde Parlt, 
New York. Buil t by Jeremiah Garvey, a distant relative of 
Samson's. its fron t has always been re5pe<:table and never 
eccentric. Openly, the Reyerend and his wife promote a 
bel ief in a mes.sianic return, a return thai can only come 
when there is ulteT harmony betwccn all people. Both ate 

mild, gentle. and unusuming, 
1lIeir actual agenda is quite similar 10 their hKlden 

one. omitting only one rather important step. Before hu
manity can rise. it must sink as far as possible. 

With the help of Samson's ancestors,they have de· 
scended quite far, indeed. True inductees of the church 
have committed acts of debauchery that would have 
them stoned in I public forum, from cannibalism of 
infants and the elderly to orgies where bestiality is sec
ond only to eccentric torture. The church seeks to ac
celerate the descent of min and as such has dabbled in 
all things which might bring this about, from terrorist 
bombings to drug and weapons sales. from human sac
rifice to snuff pornograpby. 

1lIe church has. oyer the last two hundred yean, at
tempted to move members into every major city in the 
world. It has done quite well, with members in almost all 
the major cities in North America and Europe. as weJlas 
in ruia. Achild abducted in Rome might be spirited 10 the 
Hyde Park churcb within a week, only to be used and then 
discarded in Mexico City. 

11le Church of the Glorious RetW'TI began as I cult 
dedicated to the fertility forms ofShub-Niggurath. which 
brought Samson Garyey's ancestors inlO contact with the 
Arkham Witcb Cult. Through the tutelage of that body, the 
Chu~h of the Glorious Return began to diversify, and 
now has knowledge ofmany of the Great Old Ones. It was 
also through allianee that the Garveys began seeking 
mates for their chi ldren. Each son tIw wu chosen 10 
assume the mantle ofReyerend found a bride by the grace 
of the Arkharn Witch Cult. Cassandra and Samson are 
such an arranged marriage. 

Visits by the Black Man, while by no means common. 
have occurred on Styeral occasions. Finally, it was 
through the Arkham Witch Cult that Samson's ancestors 
were allowed to copy both the Gmn and Pe,i, Albem. 

1he Church's current goals ate unknown. but Cassan· 
dra has become impatient with her husband. finding him 
tiresome and foolish. Although be is aware ofher fcclinp 
towards him. he has done nothing ~L A schism between 
the two of them, both equally powerful. would certainly 
destroy the church, but there is no telling what else they 
might take with iL 



..... 111 SAII90H GARVEY, IMdIr 04 Ctlurctl 04 tM 
cnorIolitl Return., • 49 
sm 8 CON 16 SlZ 12 
DEXI2 APP7 EOUI2 

o.rn.g. 8on\Ie.: NorIe 

WMpon.: WaIdng S1IdI56% ( .... 
!;hanI1d wfIl EnchanI Cane), dam
IgfIld8+1 

SklllI : AsbOlIOi '1)' 28%. C1huIhu 
~ 24%, 0!Iw0 Auto 2 1%, Us· 
'l1l'i48")1,. 00::1.II44%. p~ 
29%; ~uagM: Arable 25%. 
EtIgIth 90%, Ghor.tI I 7% 

SpIll": ~ Crop, Contact Hyar. 
1dIotep, Dr* eur.. 01 Autt'clCh. 
EnchInI: c-., EYII Ey., Sl'whoII
.-.g. Sumrnorw'Bind 010 .... _ ... 
5_ 

INT 18 

SAN 0 "" .. ,,' 
"" " 

CASSANDRA GARVEY,," White, ..,. of s.m.on a-y, 
... " 
STRI O CON 12 SlZ 10 INT 16 
OEXI5 APPI6 EOU I7 SAN 0 

o.m.g.. 80l1l,I.: tb'Ie 

WMipCII'i.: .25 Automatic 3.'J%, da!nage ,dIi 
Knila ~ defnII9' I d4 + db 

SId'.: AstICilIOi'1)' 35%. ctouh.i 
MyfIOI31%, Fast Tak 32%. 
Hide 27%.. 0c:0.M 44%, Per· 
IOIKIe 1504%. F'hannKy 32%, 
PuIaoo .. 21%, PsydloIogy IS%. 
Sneek 37'J.:~: Eng
lish 80%, FrII'ICh 59%. GhoU 
21%,uIin47% . 

$pel": Blight Crop, CaniOis
miss stJub.Nlggurdl, Contact 
NyIt\Ilhot\IP, Dread Curse 01 
AlalhoIh. EYII Eye. Implant 

HP 11 

FMt. Stmelhg. SIMTlITlOIIIBWld OM( Young, VoorIsh Sign 

Down the lllean Streets 
Some Mylhos scholars have already commcnled !hat wi!h 
the unchecked growth of mankind and its pell-mell acqui
si lion or new IeChnologies, we may be our own besl 
agents in humanity 's destl'Uction. Our cit ies in particular 
represent th is best. with !heir crowded conditions and 
wed resources. In such stralified environments, it is easy 
ror humanity to reven to its baser ins tinc:ts or self-preser
vllion and survival. In cities around the world people live 
lives devoid orU'Ue contact and communication with their 
rellows. easi ly ignoring what happens all around them, 
delving instead into the dart-ness of their own minds. 

Specifically of interest are the homeless, those liter
ally without shelter. A worldwide problem, in the United 
SIale$ no accurate census has yet been taken of these 
disenfranchised people, btil estimales or two million indi
viduals are considerccl by some 10 be conservative. While 
many homeless are single males, or individuals suffering 
from a vari~ty of m~ntal disonlen, a greal many othen are 
families unable to find affordable housing in the city. 
Many homeless do in fact hold jobs, yet cannot afford 
thei r own residence. 

The response to 
the homeless prob
lem in the last ten 
yean h as been 
weak at beSI, and 
while compassion
ate peop le ha ve 
sought sol utio ns, 
society as a whole 
has grown tired of 
the pro bl em and 
has, in fac t. man
aged 10 censure it
self enou gh 10 
ignore most home-
leS!. The problem 
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remains, yet most individuals have turned a blind ey~ to 
an entire population. a population separated from the rest 
of society ror economic reasons as much as any other. 

This is an entire population that has been rorced out 
of society-<lehumanized 10 such an e:oo:tc nt that perhaps 
we are thrusting them straight into the hands or the enemy. 
A shcJter is a she Iter, after all, even ifil is called the House 
of the Klng in Yellow. Clothes are clothes, and if reciting 
a prayer before you are allowed a hot meal iJ all it takes 
to get !hat hot meal. isn't that a small price to pay? Our 
compassion and energies have railed us; we should not 
think the same of our foes. And if the homeless do faJl 
prey 10 cults and other minions of the Mylhos, who is 
ultimately to blame? 

cthulhu ex lIIachina 
One day an invC5tigator is CflIising the local BBS and 
happens upon a new phone number to a mainframe sys
tem, "'The Fortress ohhe Unspeakable One." Logging on, 
the interface is stunning, so advanced it even supplies 
graphics and sound on-line. Reading some of the publk 
boards, he diJcoven several inleresons dialoaues COfI

cerning the occult. pornography, the First Amendment, 
and censorship. The underlying tone of all thc$e messages 
seems 10 be that other users are Ilying 10 gel in good wi th 
the sysop (system operator) in order 10 gain access to 
oIhcr, secre t message boards and download sections, and 
pemaps even to learn the name of !he Unspeakable One. 

This Is only the beginning. Computers have become 
pan of ~very aspect of daily life. so why should cult ists 
and even Mythos creatures sit this one out? Today's cult
ists arc not only found in crackpot splinter groups. but 
also in government and corporate environs. The Mythos 
has alwayl attracted those inle11igent enough to know a 
quick route 10 power when they see it. A large corponlion 
with access 10 a eray supercomputer cook! be just a front 
for a very sophisticated cult wi!h nelworlts spanning the 
globe. Of the many companies called on the carpet in the 
last twenty years, several of them could easi ly have been 
Mythos.sympathetic, if not Mythos-controlled. In the 
1990's. though, these companies and cultists are being 
forced underground again as the truth or their dealings 
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eom~ slowly to light. This doesn ' t mean Ihey hive 
slopped !heir plOlling; when has il ever? In fact, !he only 
thing this has done is to make certain their plans are even 
more devious and subtle than before. 

Although iOme might believe that no spell can be 
bound in a field of 2S5 characters, computers are /lOW 

sophisticated enough •• t the very least, to scan pages di
rectly from ell/ItS de Goults. With !he more powerful 
audioJvisual systems, one might find it possible to access 
the proper graphic , intone the chant, and light the room 
(albeit electronically) to sct just the right mood for an 
unsuspecting Mythos minion 10 be swnmoned or, more 
optimistieall y. ~anished. Thoc C ... y serie5 o f computers 
may even be powerful enough to breach dimensional bar
riers. Even if a computer alone could not perform such 
feats, one must ncver underesdmate the ins.ane resource
fulness.of CUllislS who surety are expc:rimenlilll with such 
fearful concepts even now. 

With the immense storage and aceess capaci ty of the 
lalest optical l iOnise devices (compact discs thai can be 
both wriuen to and erued), it is !'lOW possible to upload 
nOl only an entire encyclopedia, but to transfer the same 
data to a CD· ROM for easy file transfer, If this can be 
done, with the .&::Iition ofvisuah; and sound bites, then so 
too can Net:ronomicon Of' any other appl icable Mythos 
tome be stored , with perhaps a hypertext addition of the 
notes and other marginalia inscribed by the mid professor 
who undertook the project. If a whole book. can be 
uploaded as such, then it follows that spells distilled 
from such books could also be 5llved. Then, perhaps, the 
disc itself could be magickcd and used in place of the 
spell, Of' as a component to invoke the S&me. This would 
eliminate the need to lug around all ofthosc bulky tomes; 
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simply pack your CD case and notebook computet, ac
quire III eyeo! newt Of'thc odd virgin, and you're good to 
go. While not all clements of magic could be thus dis
tilled , it would certainly streamline the pcoccss. Isn ·ttech· 
nology wonderful? 

AdvlllCCS in virtual reality (VR) ICChnology also lend 
50nIC interC5tinc possibilities foe eDC()tlnters with the My
tho$. Desilncrs ~ already selling full·body suits de
signed to mimic one', actions in cybenpace, to be viewed 
through a cyberhclmet. Using such tools, cultists and in · 
vestigators could enter virtual space. The unwary Of un· 
fortunate could be lured intocybenpace vi, some popular
entertainment, or even to just escape the clutches of a 
Mythos creature (although one shudders to think of whal 
might be happening to the investigator's undefended 
body). A nOl-tOlX:razy cultist or a round·the·bend inves
tigaloe millht Iry to summon a creature while in virtual 
reality. and why not? The environment can be tailored 10 

the cuct requirements , and even if it did work, it's not 
real, right? Many might see this as an opportunity to study 
foreign aeIl.ures in a safe sening, if such a sening can indeed 
be called " safe." U nothing else, such virtual landscapes 
might provide access 10 the OreamlaJKb by their nature as 
devices that Irick the mind into alternate realities. 

Next step. the Worldl 
The following six pages ofmaps highlight different loca· 
tions in the WQrkl. Some are already t onncctcd with Ihe 
Mythos, while othcn merely have interesting facts con· 
nected with them. Use them as springboWs ror placing 
Of ~ating your own sc:cnarios. 
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Center DIllie CUlt 01 Bfothemood .. 

0IduvaI Gorg.. T.nzanl • . 
SflWralldlliI.e ~ here 

u""'" 

ApoIo 11 C-, NamIbia. 
". bIoyIo .... ¥I 01 ftId( ar1 e.n 
be _ her1o, Ihe NriNI 'of\sual 
itoOOnlliQ of 'IIIh.I! man lIN ..... 

8't 118, Egypt. 

~ Shet., SIudI AlIIbIa. 
AI$CI BtIed fI.Ojm, lhe "CIty 
of o..b.' AIIaznId cab • .... 

Center 01 the wit 01 BNIIn .-,"" 

....... KoI.th, Stludl ArIIbLL 
I..Indef\Ifound dIy k'I whk:h 
ShW-NIggurlIh n-..y be waiting lllltil 
HIIltUr II tree lO_to Ellth agg, . 

--.... 
8I8Ck WInd, x.".. 
CIntIr 01 wcnhIp 01 .. 
Cult 01 the Bloody Tongue. 



Asia 

~ ...... 
UI'IdI!gr1:M1d city iI'1 \he '*"'" 
'III'hk:h leD to 1M GrMI --. 

.... -SUNIiI SttaIt, 11'NIotII .... 

• 

'Nhen • erupted, KrUato. ~ 
"'" largest ~ In _<led tnlory. 
n.. 'ChIld of 1(rW\OfI' II now Iluidng 
.MW~_. 

--

n.,.. blue -. SIbetta. 
SIMo III • hont!Ic bIut In 1Il0l 
""'--__ II nil .......tIIMI. 

z.t, ..... aNL 

-"" ....... II hame 1O.mo.t 

• • , 

, 

--. '-""------hot water, and -
Nlahc-,~I • . 
Muaiw~ .. _ 

CO!'1pIeD< uud lor NIlIIaIion 
and ~ SlattIng In)m 
40,000 ,..,.. ago. 

. :~ 



Australia 
& Oceania 

UodIobrto. Jwa, Indonul.. • \j ~ . , 
A 2 mlllon-yMr-old ~ ~ 
chiId's .. wu found MI'II. f7 

UIv 

Nuna.bor ...... 

N1.IIIarbor PI_In, 
SouIMm~I". 
Locelion of ""'" patdellne. 
up 10 248 rnIM long . .... ..,.. 
ody lrom daytime InlaNd 
Images from space. 

..... Mu!'t IlO, ..... South w.-. 
SIte oIlhe oIcInt lI<eIeIon Iound 
on the conllnent. Sh, _ alfO 
the earl" knoWn ctemrion. 

"_. 
--~ GrutctlUhu. 

-.c.nnm c.w., au ...... a.nd. 
Stone 100II dallng 10 17,000 B.C. 
hM! been tound here, Indudfflg 
some SW-al\eped 1mp1lr11ll'llS. 

) 

• 

~" 
eav. w.m. FIiIl, ,... SOuth w.-. 

.'. e.., 
'"ij} 

AultraJla'. "bluted heath', the 
ONd Earth of Murdering c.nv. 
wheAl nothing >MIl grow. 



OIwll'I call...,.. 
Nortt.m .... 1Md. 
P'altlM>t bull ~ fie ~ 
gIanI I'm M..cooIIo I'NdI NI 
"'-I, \hot $o;d FiIn GIll. 

Europe 

(i'II·HOG. 
DNp _ city 011 tht 

I'OIcanic IIIand '" SlA'tIey. 

~:,*",I, ........ 

"'-09",1'_· 
~ laM city 01 Gupvd 
du Nord, 'IIItIo mIIdIo IINonc:tI 
~1Ion '" ... Book til EIJon. b 

• 



, . , 

...... '1 ...... 1 
s.mt ...,.". t... kI .,. 
Newda IIIMrt WhenI UFO 

0rWld Ctnyon, Aftzona. 
The deepel1 parta oI lhe Grand 
Canyon IWMI Earth'. seem. 
hom two bIIIon .,..,.. ago.. 

North 

s.nt. INbeI ttaop4in. MaIeo. 
KII stt. fn:Irn Iht 8th '*""'Y s.c., 
where buIcher.cI anm.I remaInI _ .... , TIOIItIl,IIC"', MuIc:o. 

City or "....... P'/I'*fI'IIdIIIn 14tUco's 
.... otnIr1II bNn The C*ItraI ,O.t.rMY 
_ "'-Mthe Stt..t "'1M 0Hd. 



0 ... .,.10 •• "nde •• 
G"~"""d •. 
Place where nature and INOIuIion went 
aazy. creating HY&I1II strange tpedea . 

......... Pleehu, hru. 
Loee.Iion oIl11e Ir.ean 15th 
.-nlury Utronomlcal otJsenoalory. 

~ '"'-ln, "'f\I. 
200 square m1les of thouIands of lin .. and more 
thlIn 100 giant ligures 01 amnaIs. blrdI and 
plants (all more than 1500 yews old) tIwI 
camot be 5MI1 dearly axcepl from the air. 

South 
& Centra. America 

• J'C> 

, ....... 
01 stone tool 

Lago. Santa 
c.v ••• 

TtosIu .. T'V ..... Chile. 
SIte of anclent hearthllOO 
many bulehered animal 
.......... from 9000 B.C . 

SIontll eav.1, Brml. 
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11Ie ba ..... rs lurIIlng In Ihe m ..... 1 n world are a, ....... s,nlllasis at lila 
munllane and lbo: manstreus. For a.am,la, Iha eanllBpl at snuff IIlms Is 
moostraus, bul with such a sir ..... roundalion 01 .. andane mavles lUll .. 

graphic sa. IUId violence, wa can aasl" bell ... In thlllr •• Istence enn H 
wa hav. nal SBBn them oUI"5llIv ... Susan Smith wu 10 all appe .. r .. acu 

a Inlng mother, ,el she .. al Ibe car with her twa JOUnl sons 
In II Inla a lalul and lei them drawn. n lhesa .. re ... 1 at wr worlll, 
whal other, less undersl .. nda .... , horrors lI1usl bB wamBl 'or us? 

TIle idaas pra .. al.d io this baak allllmpi to ba !loth m.ndane and fanlastlc 
.. I Iha same lima - plausibility Is the OJ. 

It Is la tha dalalls that the lIarrer lies, beeau. It Is In lbo: credibility 
01 the details fhal the !anlasllc can rislll and stand. 

11I1s, then, Is a book at 1I .... lIs, .. ast munda .. , .. _ !anlasllc. 
11Ie, have but ana purpasa - thai at !lrlnglng lmnII:l"lIlts lIarrar ...... _ •• 

ta us lIare and naw. THE 1990'S HAIIaHoall Is a MIllIs •• Of ICthulllU lI.w, 
anll brings CAll Of CTHUlHU Inta ... 1I1111-18811's. 

lIaw aqulponent datailad IncluHs survaillanl:ll parapllarnalta, computers, 
and IBlhal and nan-lethal waapans. The rales at .......... menl, 

... mlllta.." tha pallce, and crime In the .. adlll'll warld are IIlsclinad. 
An DPtlDnal hit lacalion s,stem Is presented. 

several scenaria storylines are II .. n. 
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